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PREFACE. 


No  one  C3D  give  an  adequate  view  of  the 
geocral  lifo  of  a  colonist,  unless  he  has  been 
one  himself.  Unless  be  has  experienced  all 
the  rarious  gradations  of  colonial  existence,  from 
Ihal  of  tbo  pioniitcr  in  the  backwoods  and  the 
inhabitant  of  a  sliantj,  up  to  the  epoch  of  his 
career,  when  he  becomes  the  owner,  by  hrs  own 
exertion!!,  of  a  comfortable  houiie  and  well-cleared 
farm,  affording  him  the  comforts  and  mmy  of  the 
luxuries  of  ciTilization,  he  is  hardly  competent  to 
write  on  such  a  subject  I  have  myself  passed 
through  all  these  grades.  I  have  had  the  honour 
of  filliog  many  colonial  appointments,  sucit  as 
GommiasioQer  of  the  Court  of  Requests,  and 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  )Iy  commisson  in  her 
llajesty's  Militia,  and  my  connection  with  the 
Qinada  Company,  have  also  afforded  me  some 
opportunities  of  acquiring  adilitional  informa- 
tion. I  was  in  the  Company's  service  during  the 
early  settlement  of  Ouclpb  and  also  of  Gwlct\c\\, 


in  the  Huron  tract.  I  am,  therefore,  as  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  those  flourishing  settle- 
ments as  with  the  townships  in  my  own  county 
of  Peterborough. 

Upon  my  return  to  my  native  country  ia 
August,  on  a  visit  to  my  Tcuorable  mother,  1  was 
advised  by  my  family  to  give  my  colonial  oxpfr- 
rience  to  the  world  in  a  plain,  practical  manner. 
I  followed  the  flattering  suggestions  of  relatived 
so  distinguished  for  literary  attainments,  and  so 
dear  to  my  affections,  and  "  Twenty-seven  Years 
in  Canada  West ;  or.  The  Experience  of  an  Early 
Settler,"  is  the  result  of  my  compliance  with 
their  wishes.  :| 

The  subject  of  colonization  is,  indeed,  one  oi 
vital  importance,  and  demands  much  conside'' 
tiou,  for  it  is    the   wholesome  channel  thro 
which  the  superfluous  population  of  England 
Ireland  passes,  from  a  state  of  poverty  to  on 
comfort.     It  is  true  that  the  independence  of 
Canadian  settler  must  be  tlic  fruit  of  hi' 
labour,  for  none  but  the  industrious  can  h' 
obtain  that  reward.     In  fact,  idle  and  in 
persons  will  not  change  their  natures  by  goi 
to  Canada.    Poverty  and  discontent  will 
lot  of  the  sluggard  in  the  Bush,  as  it  wa 
native  land — nay,  deeper  poverty,  for  "  h 
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work,  to  beg  he  is  ashamed,"  and  if  he  be  sai^ 
rotmded  by  a  family,  those  nearest  and  dcurcst  to 
Mm  will  share  in  his  disappointment  and  regret. 

Bat  let  the  steady,  the  industrious,  the  cheer- 
ful miD  go  forth  in  hope,  and  turn  his  talents  to 
aooouot  in  a  new  country,  whose  resources  are  not 
oonfined  to  tillagealone — where  the  engineer,  the 
land-surveyor,  the  navigator,  the  accountant,  the 
lawyer,  the  medical  practitioner,  the  manutac- 
turer,  will  each  iind  a  suitable  field  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  his  talents  ;  where,  too,  the  services  of 
the  cleigjinaa  are  much  required,  and  the  pastoral 
character  in  ralued  and  appreciated  as  it  ought 
to  be. 

To  the  artizan,  the  hand-loom  weaver,  and  the 
pttmai,  Ouada  is  indeed  a  true  land  of  Goshen. 
In  fact,  the  stream  of  migration  caimot  flow  too 
freely  in  that  direction.  However  numerous  the 
emigrants  may  bo,  employiuont  can  be  obtained 
foraU. 

That  the  industiial  classes  do  become  the 
richest  men  cannot  be  denied,  bccau^  their  ar- 
tificial wants  are  fewer,  and  their  labours  greater 
than  those  of  the  higher  ranks.  However,  the 
man  of  education  and  refinement  will  always 
keep  the  balance  steady,  and  will  hold  offices  in 
the  Colony  and  nupoiuibie  situations  wVkV  \u& 
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riclier  bat  less  learned  neighbour  can  never  fil 
with  ease  or  propriety, 

The  Canadian  settler  possesses  vast  sucial  ad- 
Tanteges  over  other  colonists.  I!e  has  no  convict 
neighbours — no  cruel  aa^-agos,  now,  to  contend! 
with — no  war — no  arid  soil  wherewith  to  contend. 
The  land  is,  generally  speaking,  of  a  rich  (juality, ' 
and  the  colonist  has  fire-wood  for  the  labour  ■ 
cutting,  fish  for  the  catching,  game  for  the  ple»-j 
sant  exercise  of  hunting  and  sliooting  in  Nature's' 
own  preseri'es,  without  the  expense  of  a  licence;  i 
or  the  annoyance  of  being  warned  off  by  a  surly  I 
gamekeeper. 

The  climate  of  Canada  West  is  healthier  and 
really  plcasanter  than  that  of  England  or  Ireland. 
The  cold  is  bracing,  and  easily  mitigated  by  good 
fires  ami  wann  clothing:  but  it  in  not  so  really  chill- 
ing as  tlic  damp  atmosphere  of  the  mother-country. 
Those  who  have  not  visited  the  Canadas  are  apt 
to  endow  the  Upper  Province  with  the  severe 
climate  of  the  Lower  one,  whereas  that  of  Wes- 
tern Canada  is  neither  so  extremely  hot  nor  so 
cold  as  many  districts  of  the  United  States- 

Emigration  to  Canada  is  no  longer  attended 
with  the  difficulties  and  disadvantages  experienced 
by  the  early  settlers,  of  which  Nuch  lamentable, 
and  perhaps  exaggerated  accounts  Imvc  frequently 
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inud  from  tbe  press.  The  drilizing  efTorta  of 
the  Canada  Company  have  covered  much  of  the 
wild  forest-Iaad  witli  smiling  com-fields  and 
populous  vilhiges.  Indeed,  the  liberal  maimer 
in  whidi  the  Coropanj  have  olTered  their  lands 
OD  aUe  or  Icilsc,  tmvc  greatly  conduced  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  Western  Province. 

If  the  facti  and  FUggcstions  contained  in  the 
foDowing  pages  should  prove  useful  and  beneficial 
to  tbe  emigrant,  by  smoothing  his  rough  path  to 
comfort  and  independency  my  object  will  be 
ittainod,  and  my  first  literary  effort  will  not  have 
been  made  in  vain. 
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■ff^-TM  Towonur  or  wumr. 

A  rBBTEaESCE  for  on  active,  rather  than  a  pro- 
^■isiial  life,  induced  me  to  accept  the  ofier  made 
^  an  old  friend,  of  joining  bim  at  Darlington,  in 
fpiKT  Canada,  in  tlie  jcar  1 825.  I  therefore  took 
Ittve  of  m;  bmilj  and  pleasant  home,  in  Suffulk, 
Ud  engaged  a  puaago  in  the  brig  "WiUiom 
J('Gile\Ta;,"  commanded  b;AVilliam  Stoddart.  au 
operieooed  American  seaman.  • 

Oo  the  28tb  of  March  we  left  tbe  London 
Dodu,  and  dropped  down  the  rirer  to  Gravescud, 
and  00  the  following  day  put  our  pilot  ashore 
rou  L  B 
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off  Deal,  and  readied  down  as  far  as  the  coast 
Sussex,  where  we  were  becalmed  for  two 
Here  one  of  our  cabin-boys,  a  German,  met  with 
very  serious  accident  by  falling  down  the 
hatchway,  and  fracturing  several  of  his  ribs, 
this  occasion  I  oHiciatcd  as  a  surgeon,  and  bl 
him  twice,  with  excellent  effect,  for  he  quickly 
covered  from  the  severe  injury  he  had  recei 
Before  quitting  Suffolk  I  liad  learned  the  art 
blood-letting  from  our  own  medical  attendant 
Every  person  intending  to  settle  in  a  distant 
lony  ought  to  acquire  this  simple  branch  of 
gery  :  I  have  often  exercised  it  myself  for 
benefit  of  my  fellow-creatures  when  no  medii 
assistance  could  be  procured. 

It  blow  so  fresh  for  two  or  three  days,  that 
made  up  for  our  lost  time,  and  were  soon  out  of 
nght  of  Scilly  :  then  1  bade  a  long  farewell  to  old 
Enf^d.  1  had  often  been  on  the  sea  before,  but 
this  was  my  first  long  voyage  ;  every  object,  there- 
fore, was  new  to  mo.  I  cauglit  some  birds  in  ibq 
rigging — they  were  of  a  species  unknown  to 
but  very  beautiful.  Being  in  want,  too,  of  so: 
thing  ta  do,  I  amused  my.self  with  cleaning  t1 
captain's  guns^  which  I  hoped  to  use  for  our  joi 
benefit  before  tho  end  of  the  voyage. 

The  18tb  and  19tb  of  April  wore  very  stormj 
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the  sea  ran  tnoinitaJDs  high ;  we  had  a  foot  of 
water  in  tbe  cabin,  and  all  bands  were  at  the 
pomps  to  lessen  the  growing  evil.  The  gale  lasted 
till  tho  foUowiug  morning.  In  the  night  tlio 
sarora  borealis  was  particukrly  briltiant ;  but 
though  the  stonn  lulled,  the  wind  was  against  us. 
On  the  26th  of  April,  I  saw  a  whale,  and,  boy-like, 
fired  at  the  huge  creature  :  the  shot  must  have  hit 
him,  for  he  made  the  water  fly  in  all  directions. 

To  vary  the  monotony  of  a  sea-life,  I  sometimefi 
played  draughts  witli  the  mate,  whom  I  always 
beat ;  but  he  took  his  defeats  in  good  part,  being 
a  veij  easy'tempercd  fellow. 

I  awoke  on  the  21st  of  April  literally  wet  to 
my  skin  by  the  deluge  of  water  pouring  down  the 
cabin.  I  dressed  myself  in  great  haste  and  hur- 
ried upon  dock  to  Icarn  the  cause  of  this  disaster, 
which  1  found  originated  in  the  coming  on  of  a 
terrible  hurricane,  which  would  not  jwrmit  us 
to  abow  a  stjtch  of  canvas,  and  found  us  coQ- 
tiiitial  employment  at  the  puuips;  my  chest  in 
the  cabin  shipped  a  sea  which  did  not  iroproTC 
tbe  iqipeamQco  of  my  wardrobe.  The  following 
day  we  had  calmer  weather,  and  pursued  our 
course  steadily,  no  longer  exposed  to  tho  fury  of 
tbe  elements. 

On  the  following  da_y  I  killed  several  birds,  and 
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saw  two  wlinlcs  and  many  porpoises.  The  vetr 
ther  was  foggy,  but  the  wind  favourable  for  n& 
As  wc  were  near  the  bank  of  Newfoundland,  we 
got  our  fishing  tackle-ready,  with  the  liope  of 
lending  our  fare  with  cod  ;  but  the  water  wat 
not  calm  enough  for  the  purpose,*  and  the  fid 
would  not  bite.  Wc  pa&scd  over  the  Great  Bank 
without  any  danger,  though  the  wind  was  mf^ 
and  the  sea  rough. 

On  the  29tb  of  April  wo  fell  in  with  some 
icebergs.      A  more  magnificent  and    itnpu^ng 
spectacle   cannot  he  conceived;  but  it  is  yaf 
kfesrful  and  BufScieutly  appalling.    Suddenly,  « 
found  ourselves  close  to  an  immense  body  of  iofc 
wliom  vicinity  liad  been  concealed  from  us  by  tltt 
densenessof  the  fog.     Our  dangerous  neighbour 
towered  in  majestic  grandeur  in  the  form  of  ft| 
triple  cone  rising  from  a  sfiuaro  ba^e,  and  eae- 
passed   the   tallest   cathedral  in  altitutle.     Ths 
centre  cone  being  cleft  in  the  middle  by  the  force 
of  the  waves,  displayed  the  phenomenon  of  a  wate^ 
£ill,  the  water  nuihing  into  the  sea  from  the  height 
of  thirty  feet.     If  the  sun  had  pierced  the  Mf 
poury  veil  which  concealed  it  from  our  view,  tbQ 
refraction  of  his  rays  would  have  given  (o  the  io( 
the  many-coloured  tints  of  the  rainbow.      W< 
took  care  to  keep  a  good  lookout;  but  the  fog  vn 
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tldck.  We  fell  in  with  uianj  other  icebergs ;  bat 
none  so  beaatiiul  as  this. 

We  doubled  Capo  Ilaj,  &ud  eutered,  od  the 
Sth  of  May,  ihe  Oalf  of  St.  Lawrcnoe,  The  thcr- 
■HOKter  fell  many  degrees — a  change  caused  by 
the  Ticinity  of  the  ice.  Oa  the  3th  of  May  we 
pused  Uie  Bird  RocIls,  three  in  number,  to  wind- 
wtira,  ao  called  from  the  immense  number  of  gcuse 
Ud  aquatic  birds  vhich  resort  thither  to  rear 
tiieir  broods.  Tliese  rocks  rise  to  the  height  of 
bar  faoodred  feet,  perpendicalarly  from  the  sea. 
Bie  lisbcnuen,  neTurtliolce!!,  contrive  to  climb 
Uiem  for  the  sake  of  the  eggs  they  fiud  there. 

The  Gth  of  May  found  us  in  Uio  river  St.  Law- 
Rooe,  between  the  westernmost  point  of  AQticosti 
to  the  north,  and  Cai>e  Gasp^  to  the  south,  in  the 
Duddle  of  the  chamicl,  surrounded  by  ships  tack- 
ing up  the  stream,  bound  for  Quebec  and  Montreal. 
We  had  plenty  of  sea-room,  as  the  river  was  more 
thui  ninety  miles  in  breadth,  and  it  is  supposed  to 
be  full  a  hundrvd  at  its  embouchure. 

The  land  was  partially  covered  with  snow,  which 
fen  throogbout  the  day.  On  tJie  8th  of  May 
we  sailed  as  far  as  the  Seven  Islands.  The  day  was 
glorious,  and  the  prospect  must  beautiful.  Our  vici- 
nity to  "the  cold  and  pitiless  Labrador,"  rendered 
the  air  chilly,  and  we  could  hear  the  howling  of  the 
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wolves  at  Qtght,  to  rae  a  new  and  dismal  sound.' 
The  aurora  boreolis  was  particularly  splendid,  foe 
the  air  was  clear  and  frosty. 

On  Uic  10th  of  May  we  stood  for  the  Island  of 
Btc,  and  took  ou  board  a  pilot.  He  was  a  hand* 
Gomc  young  man,  a  French-Canadian,  under  whoM 
guidance  we  made  the  place,  but  we  were  becalmed 
before  it  for  the  whole  forenoon. 

The  beauty- of  the  scenery  atoned,  however,  fot 
the  delay.  Xothing.  indeed,  could  surpass  it  in 
my  eyes,  which  had  then  only  been  accustomed  to 
the  highly-cultivated  and  richly-wooded  tracts  ia 
Suffolk  and  Norfolk,  and  therefore  dwelt  witi 
wonder  and  delight  upon  the  picturesque  shore 
and  lufty  heights  that  crowned  the  noble  St 
Lawrence. 

The  wind  changing  in  our  favour,  carried  ui 
swiftly  up  the  stream,  which  was  still  tbirty-KJ 
miles  in  breadth,  though  distant  2S0  miles  frod 
the  Gulf.  We  passed  Green  Island  and  th( 
Karaouraska  Island,  and  Goose  and  Crane  Islands. 
These  beautiful  islets,  wliicb  stud  the  broad  bosom 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  are  evidently  of  volamj 
origin.  That  of  Kamouraska  displays  vast  masse 
of  granite,  which  rise  in  the  form  of  conical  hilU; 
one  of  wliich  attains  the  height  of  five  hundrei 
feet.    The  same  features  arc  discernible  in  t1 
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Penguins,  aod  even  the  strata  about  Quebec  still 
indicate  the  same  mysterious  agency.* 

Oar  progress  tlirough  the  river  continually  pre- 
sented the  QCff  continent  in  an  attractive  point 
of  view.  The  shores  were  dotted  with  farm- 
houses and  adorned  with  fine  gardens  and  orchards, 
while  lovely  islands,  covered  with  lofty  trees,  rose 
iiom  the  river  and  deliglited  the  eye.  1  thought 
Chmada  then — and  I  have  never  changed  my  opinion 
nnoe — the  most  beautiful  country  in  the  world. 

On  the  )3tb  of  May  wo  ]iasscd  the  Island  of 
Orieans,  which  we  no  sooner  rounded  than  the 
Falls  of  Montuioreuci  burst  upon  my  sigbt  I  was 
unprepared  for  tbe  scene,  which  1  contemplated, 
in  silent  astonisliment  No  words  written  dowD 
l^  the  nun,  at  this  distance  of  time,  can  describe 
the  virid  feelings  of  the  boy.  I  hare  since  beheld 
tlie  might]'  cataracts  of  Niagara,  so  finely  described 
by  its  Indian  name,  "  The  Thunder  of  Waters  ; " 
bat  I  concur  in  the  general  opinion,  that  if  those 
of  Niagara  are  more  stupendous,  the  Falls  of  Mont- 
ndcenci  are  more  beautiful  and  picturesque. 

Quebec  soon  came  in  view,  with  its  strong 
fortzGss  crowning  the  imposing  height  of  Cape 
Diamond.  No  one  can  look  upon  tlie  old  capital 
of  Canada  without  rememberii^  that  the  most 

«  •'EiK7tlojiMlMofOn«n]>Jb;',"p,130t. 
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gallant  British  solJicr  of  the  age  fell  in  the  baifl^ 
that  added  the  colony  to  the  other  dependenci« 
of  t)ie  English  crown. 

I  remembered,  too,  with  some  pleasure,  that  the 
paternal  dining'room  contained  a  looking-glass— ^ 
one  of  the  fine  old  Venetian  plates,  framed  with 
ebony,  which  had  once  formed  a  part  of  the  General'! 
personal  property.  It  had  been  for  two  ccuturiei 
in  bis  family,  but  had  since  become  a  valued  heir 
loom  in  mine.  His  manly  features  must  oftei 
have  been  reflected  on  its  brilliant  surfuce,  ani 
that  circumstance,  which  had  formerly  eiideared  il 
to  Ilia  aged  mother,  had  made  it  prized  by  mme._ 

We  have  also  a  bureau,  very  complete,  but 
evidently  constructed  more  for  use  than  omft 
ment,  which  might  have  once  contained  the  pa| 
of  this  distinguished  soldier,  wliilc  the  book 
to  which  it  was  annexed,  had  probably  held  hi 
little  library.  His  cruet-stand,  which  looks 
if  it  had  been  made  in  the  patriarchal  times, 
still  in  use  at  Reydon  Hall. 

The  reader  must  pardon  this  digression, 
distinguished  worth  and  valour  give  ou  inte: 
even  to  trivial  objects. 

Quebec  consists  of  two  towns,  the  Upper 
Lower,  and  is  i^rned  with  a  cathedral,  whi 
metallic  roof  glitters  in  the  sun  like  a  vast  dii 
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motiil.  Indeed,  the  tin-roofs  of  the  churches  auij 
public  buildiugs  gire  this  citj  a  splendid  look  on  a 
bright  saDahiny  daj,  testifying,  moreover,  to  the 
diTDCss  of  the  air.  Captaia  Stoddart  took  me  all 
over  this  carious  city,  and  kindly  introduced  mc  to 
ooe  of  the  partners  of  a  great  mercautilu  house,  who 
iovitcd  us  both  to  dinner.  We  regaled  oursclvca 
on  smelts,  fillet  of  veal,  and  old  English  roast 
beef,  to  which  hospitable  meal  we  did  ample  ju£- 
tioe.  Dot  forgetting  to  pledge  our  absent  friends  ia 
bumpers  of  excellent  wine. 

The  iobabitants  of  Quebec  are  Tcrj  kind  to 
etmtgers,  and  are  a  fine  race  of  people.  French 
is  spoken  here — not,  howerer,  veiy  purely,  being 
a,  patois  as  old  as  the  time  of  Henry  IV.  of  Prance, 
when  this  part  of  Canada  was  first  colonized  ;  but 
En^ish  is  generally  understood  by  the  mercantile 


This  city  is  visited,  at  inten-als,  with  slight 
ihodcs  of  earthquake.*  Nothing  serious  has  yet 
followed  this  periodical  phenomenon.  Hut  will 
this  TisitatioD  be  only  confined  to  the  mountain 
range  Dorth  of  Quebec,  where  the  great  earth- 
quake that  convulsed  a  portion  of  the  globe  in 
16G3  has  left  risible  marks  of  its  influence,  by 
arertunuDg  the  sand-stone  rocks  of  a  tract   ux- 

•  LycU's  "  EkmcDU  of  Omli^." 
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tending  over  three  hundred  miles  ?• 
tains  several  nuaneries,  for  the  French  inliabitaq 
are  mostly  Romau  catholics.  The  nuns  are  vd 
useful  to  emigrants,  who  have  often  been  boUB 
fully  relieved  by  these  charitable  vesto]^  ^ 
employ  themselves  in  nursing  the  sick  and  fet 
ing  the  hungry.  | 

The  inhabitants — or  habitanSy  as  the  Fred 
Canadians  are  usually  termed— are  an  amiab 
hospitable,  simple  people,  kind  ia  manner,  ^ 
generous  in  disposition.  The  women  arc  Iiv( 
and  agreeable,  and  as  fond  of  dress  in  Quebeo 
in  other  civilized  places.  They  are  pretty  in  oil 
youth  in  the  Lower  Province,  but  lose  their  od 
plexions  sooner  than  the  English  ladies,  ow^ 
perhaps,  to  the  rigour  of  the  climate.+  Homf 
tJiey  possess  charms  superior  to  beauty,  and  9^ 
to  retain  the  affections  of  their  husbands  to  1 
last  hour  of  their  lives.  | 

Short  as  was  my  stay  in  Quebec,  I  could  | 
leave  without  regret  the  hospitable  dty  whe^ 
had  received  from  strangers  such  a  warm  wclcot 
I  have  never  visited  the  Lower  Province  sini 
but  my  remembrance  of  its  old  capital  is  stilt 


*  *'EiWTcto|nedHi]fO«ogi«phT.'* 
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ible  as  it  is  distinct.  The  iioxt  daj  our  brig 
taken  in  Um  hj  the  fine  steam-boat,  the 
"  Richelieu  de  Ctmahly,"  and  witti  a  leading  wind 
lod  tide  in  oar  &vour  we  proceeded  at  a  rapid 
nte  np  the  rircr. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  describe  the  channiug 
tceaety  of  this  most  beaatiful  of  all  rivers,  which 
has  already  bora  so  amply  described  by  abler 
writers.  1  was  delighted  with  everything  I  saw  ; 
bin  nothing  occurred  worthy  of  narration. 

The  next  day  saw  us  safely  moored  in  the  port 
of  Moutrcfll.  just  forty-five  days  from  our  de- 
ptrtim  from  the  Loudon  Doclcs.  >Iontxcal  is  a 
luuulsome  town,  well  situated,  and  must  eveu- 
tOiUy  become  the  most  important  city  in  British 
Kortb  America.  The  river  here  is  very  broad. 
"Hie  Lachine  rapids  oommence  immediately  above 
the  town,  whicli  arc  an  impediment  to  the  nav>- 
,gation,  now  obviated  by  a  canal  terminating  at 
Ibe  viUage  of  Lachine.  I  believe  nine  miles  dis- 
toot  from  Jtlontrcal. 

Rtook  my  passage  in  a  Durham  boat,  bound  for 
;sU>u,  which  started  the  next  day.  We  had 
liard  work  poling  up  the  rapids.  I  found  I  tiad 
fiUlcn  in  with  a  rough  set  of  customers,  and  de- 
jtormined  in  my  own  mind  to  leave  litem  as  soon 
poasihle,  which  I  happily  effected  the   next 
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evening  when  we  landed  at  Lea  Gi^dres.    Here  ' 
great  Otawa  pours  its  miglity  stream  into  the 
Lawrence,  tinging  its  green  waters  with  a  darkc 
hue,  which  can  be  traced  f»r  milos,  till  it  is  ult 
matelj  lost  in  the  rapids  below. 

I  now  determined  to  walk  to  Prescot,  where '. 
knew  I  should  be  able  to  take  the  steam-boat 
Kingston,  ou  Lake  Ontario.  At  the  Coteau  dj 
Lac  I  fell  in  with  a  Roman  Catholic  Irishi 
named  Mooney.  We  travelled  in  company  fo 
three  days,  and  as  I  had  nothing  else  to  do, 
thought  I  might  as  well  make  an  effort  to  convcr 
him.  However,  I  signally  failed ;  and  only 
dangered  my  own  head  by  my  zeal. 

In  the  heat  of  argument  and  the  indiscret 
of  youth,  I  used  expressions  which  the  Papist  ■ 
sidered  insulting  to  his  religion.    He  was  not  on 
to  put  up  patiently  with  this,  so  he  would  fire 
twirl  hifi  blacktliorn  round  his  head,  and  say.  " 
St.  Patrick,  you  had  better  not  say  that  again'' 
In  everything  else  we  agreed  well  enough  ;  but 
found,  on  parting,  that  all  my  eloquence  had  been] 
entirely  thrown  away.     Mr.  Moouey  remained  jua 
as  firm  a  Itonian  Catholic  as  ever.     Indeed,  it 
the  height  of  presumption  in  me,  a  boy  in  mi 
twentieth  year,  to  attempt  the  conversion  of  sue 
a  strict  Kouiauist  as  this  Iriahmau. 
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The  weather  was  excessively  fine.     The  trees 
veni  just  bursting  iuto  k<af.    1'hc  ishinds  iti  the 
Sl  [jiwrcace.  which  are  here  numerous,  wore  the 
brightest  hues,  and  presented  a  ctiarming  coutKist 
^b  the  foaming  rapids. 

^^  I  remained  two  or  three  davs  at  Prcscot,  wait- 
LgK  the  airirat  of  mv  baggage,  which  I  had  left 
Mk  board  the  Durham  boat.  I  amused  mjself 
duriog  the  interval  hy  taking  walks  in  the  neigh- 
buortiood.  The  land  appeared  very  sandy,  the 
timber  being  diicfly  hemlock :  the  situation  of 
tin  town  is  good.  Steam-navigation  commenced  at 
thi»  place,  and  now  that  the  Wellanil  Canal  is 
completed,  it  affords  an  uninterrupted  navigation 
bo  bcmie  ID  mind  that  at  the  time  of  which  I  am 
;  U)  the  head  of  Lake^  Huron  and  Michigan.  It  must 
ipeaking  (1825),  the  great  St.  Lawrence  Canal 
and  the  Ridcau  were  not  commeuccd,  hut  since 
their  completion  the  Durham  boats  and  small 
steatneis  have  given  place  to  a  set  of  superb  buata 
aibrdtng  the  best  accommodation,  whereby  the 
{luoge  from  Montreal  to  Toronto  can  be  perfomiod 
at  half  t!ie  expense,  and  in  one-third  of  the  time. 
My  baggage  liaving  arrived,  I  left  Prescot  by 
boat  in  the  evening  for  Kiugston,  at  that  time 
the  second  town  both  in  size  and  importanoe  in 
Quada  West.   It  must,  on  account  of  its  situatioa 
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as  a  military  and  naval  post,  alfrajrs  be  a  pUce  i 
consequence.     I  fell  in  there  with  an  old 
who  bad  comioanded  a  vessel,  for  many  ye 
trading  botivccn  London  and  Quebec     He 
bad  tbo  misfortune  to  lose  bis  vessel,  which 
wrecked  on  the  rocks  at  Gasp^,  near  the  moutl 
of  tlio  St.  Lawrence.      I    was  glad    to   lind  th 
friends  I  was  going  to  reside  with  bad  come  on 
passengers  in  bis  ship,  and  that  the  schooner 
then  commanded  was  bound  for  the  Big-bay  (noi 
called  Windsor),   in    the    township   of  Whit 
within  six  or  seven  miles  of  my  friends'  red*"' 
dcncc,  and  that  they  would  sail  in  two  days  at 
farthest. 

On  our  passage  from  l^rescot  to  Kingston  wo 
passed  Brockrille,  which  looked  very  pretty 
the  river,  and  soon  afterwards  we  were 
our  way  through  the  intricacies  of  the  Thoc 
Islands.*    Who  has  not  heard  of  the  far-fomc 
Thousand  Islands — the  Archipelago  of  thtiSt.Laf 

*  "  Ths  I.«ke  of  the  Thouwrnl  Iske.     Tlip  ciprcimioD 
Uimifht  to  be  a  Tftgii«  cing)[cralion,  iftl  ihc  lilcii  were  olRcia 
■drreyiHl,  aud  founj  to  unouut  In  1G03.     A  lail  thraujih  i)ia 
ptCMDU  ODC  of  liic  muit   iingulur  aiid  (Duiniiilu   luuccsnon 
aevntt  that  can  tio  imegjncd — ilic  IhIm  art  ur  every  »iw, 
licit[h(ftndu])cet;  troody,  tcnlani,  rocky;  naked, nmiliiig,  bi 
wd  tbcy  pTMctit  •■  nuracrout  a  succciaion  of  ban,  inlcU, 
diftoncU  u  oceor  io  nil  ilie  rMt  of  tlie  coulinenl  {lut  together." 
*  Encydupsdia  of  Qecgimjihy,"  !•.  13SI. 
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rence  ?  Nothing  can  exceed  tlic  beauty  of  this  spot. 
The  river  is  here  several  miles  iii  width,  studded 
with  iuQumcntble  islands,  of  crcry  variety  of 
fbnn..  The  moon  shone  brightly  on  this  lovely 
socae :  not  &  ripple  stirred  the  niirrur-Uko  bosom 
of  theetrcam— 

■    "  Tlicti!  WM  not  k  brtnib  tlit  blue  wsvc  to  our).*' 

The  reflection  of  the  trees  in  the  water  enhanced 
the  natural  beauties  I  have  endeavoured  to  do- 
scnbe. 

The  next  morning,  June  the  •'^nl,  I  embarked 
on  board  the  schooner  "  Shamrock,"  on  my  way 
to  Darlington.  We  passed  the  Duck  islands  to- 
wards evening,  and  found  ourselves  fairly  launched 
oQ  the  bosom  of  the  Great  Ontario.  We  anchored 
next  day  opposite  the  town  of  Cobourg,  then 
a  small  village,  without  a  harbour,  now  a  fine, 
handsome,  well-built  town,  containing  a  popu- 
hition  of  nearly  4,000  inhabitants.  A  large 
sum  of  money  ha^  been  laid  out  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  harbour,  which  appears  to  answer 
very  well. 

Cobourg  is  the  oounty-town  for  the  counties  of 
Korthumberland  and  Durham,  which  comprehend 
Iho  following  townships ;— Darlington,  Clarke, 
BopG,  Hamilton,  lliildimand,  Cramache,  Murray, 
Seymour,  Percy,  Aiumd^  Soath  Moiiaghau,  tta.- 
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van,  Manvers,  and  Cartwright.  The  soil  of  most 
of  tlicsc  townshiiMi  is  of  excellent  quality-,  parti- 
cularly the  fronts  of  IlamiHoo,  llaldimand,  and 
all  Cavaa,  boiag  gcuerallj  composed  of  a  deep 
rich  loam.  • 

Those  townships  are  well  ivatered  by  nomeniil' 
spring  creeks,  bounded  to  the  north  and  cast 
hy  the  river  Trent,  Skugog  and  Rice  Lakes ;  and 
to  the  south,  for  about  sixty  miles,  by  Lake 
Ontario.  The  chief  towns  are  Coboui^,  Port 
Uopo,  and  Ilournauvillo.  As  I  shall  have  occa^on 
in  another  place  to  speak  more  fully  respecting 
these  counties,'  I  shall  take  my  readers  again  on 
board  th«  "  Shamrock." 

Our  captain  having  to  land  some  goodj  at  Co- 
bourg.  we  were  detained  there  all  night.  lie  in- 
vited a  few  friends  to  pass  the  eTening.  A  joUy 
set  of  fellows  they  were,  and  they  initiated  me 
into  the  mysteries  of  brewing  wliiskcy-punch,  a 
boTcntge  I  had  never  before  tasted,  and  which  I 
found  Tory  palatable.  The  song  and  the  joke 
vent  round  till  the  small  hours  warned  us  to 
retire. 

On  Sunday  morning,  June  the  .^tli,  I  landed  at 
the  Big-boy  (Windsor),  in  Whitby,  and  after 
bidding  adieu  to  my  fellow-voyagers,  commenced 
tny  journey  to  my  friends  in  Darlington  on  foot. 
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Jhiibj,  at  the  time  of  which  I  am  speaking, 
oalv  partiallj  settled,  and  chiefly  bj  Amo- 
,ncans.     This  township  is  just)/  considorod  one 
]oftbe  best  between  Toronto  and  Kingston.     At 
present  the  towuship  is  well  settled  and  well-cul- 
'tiv&tcd.     Nearly  all  the  old  isettlers  are  gone, 
and  their  &rms  have,  for  the  most  part,  been  pur- 
chased bj  old   country  fanners  and   gentlemen, 
tho  Ic^-buildings  hanng  given  place  to  substan- 
tial stone,  brick,  or  frame  houses.    The  village  of 
I  Oabawa,  in  Urn  township,  now  contains  upwards 
'of  one  thousand  inhabitants,  more  than  double 
the  number  tho  whole  township  could  boast  of 
.when  1  first  set  foot  on  its  soil. 


IS 
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ouei'l      CtlNVt.Aa RATION      AT      MtHAUAmi.  IWRBT     rinn.* 

MioifTT  CO  NFL  AQUATION  Or  TnE  Om  OF  ocToniia. — ATncnn 
•TOiiT  or  A  Li'MDRn-ruHUMAK.  —  titi  PHnucK  or  mtip, 
voNDxnnrL   rnuKHvATioK. — Tua   *ad    rAra   or   ma 

'  I  WAS  now  very  near  to  my  ark  of  refu 
and  the  ttuoyant  spirit  of  early  youth,  with  it 
joyous  anticipations  of  a  radiant  future,  boK 
me  exultingly  forward.  It  migbt  have  boon  said 
of  me  in  the  beautiful  Udcs  of  the  poet : — 

"  He  Itfl  Ilia  lioinc  wiih  n  boiindinR  htwi, 
Fur  Uic  world  was  all  bi^lurv  liiui ; 
And  be  tcaici'ty  (cll  it  n  jiuin  lu  ]iat(,  . 

Suali  sun-briji'lu  liopct  cam*  uVr  hini,"  * 

Two  hours'  brisk  walking  brought  me*  I 
long-lookcd-for  end  of  my  journey.      I  was 
ceived  with  the  greatest  kindness  and  hospitalit 
aod,  in  a  few  days,  felt  quite  at  home  aud  oom-_ 
fortable  Id  my  now  quarters. 

■  Alone  A.  Watts. 
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After  some  dajs'  rest,  1  commenced  operations 
by  assis^g  mj  friend  on  the  farm  and  in  tlio 
store.  Prom  my  practical  knowledge  of  fanning, 
kcquired  upon  my  motttcr's  estate,  I  was  soon  in- 
stalled as  manager  in  that  department. 

Our  &rm  contained  upwards  of  two  liundred 
acres  of  cleaa'd  land,  the  largest  proportion  of 
which  con.'ii&ted  of  meadows  atid  pa.>itures,  but  tlic 
sul  was  light  and  saudy,  and  altogctlier  very  in- 

dilferent    My  friend,  Colonel  B had  been 

imposed  upon  by  the  Yankee,  of  whom  he  had 
bought  it, — and  no  wonder,  when  I  tell  you  that 
my  fnend  Iiad  fonncrly  held  a  ^tuatton  under 
Govcnin)cnt,  and  had  lired  in  London  all  his  life. 

Only  the  first  three  concessions  of  this  town- 
ship were  settled  at  this  time,  tlie  remainder  of 
the  hmd  being  generally  in  the  hands  of  absentee 
proprietors.  I  am  happy  to  say,  the  absentee- 
tax  haii  had  the  effect  of  throwing  vast  quantities 
of  these  lands  into  the  taarket- 

Tbis  township,  like  Whitby,  is  now  welt  settled, 
and  though  not  generally  equal  in  regard  to  soil, 
is  still  considered  a  good  township.  Bowman- 
ville  is  the  principal  town,  containing  about 
twelre  hundred  inhabitants.  In  182»  it  only 
boasted  a  grist-mill,  saw-mill,  a  store,  and  half-a- 
dozen  houses.  I  mention  thi^  merely  to  show  ho^ 


to 
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much  the  country  lias  improved  in  a  few  yi 
This  is  Dot  ao  isolated  fact — it  applies  to  nearl; 
alt  Cannda  Wtst. 

M^  inteution  was.  to  stay  with  my  friends 
the  ensuing  spring,  and  to  get  a  little  iusighl 
into  Canadiau  farmiug.  clearing  land,  &c.,  that 
might  have  some  experience  before  couimonci 
operations  on  my  own  account. 

The  situation  of  my  friend's  house  was  close 
the  Toronto  road,  partly  built  of  logs  and  frame- 
work :  it  had  been  designed  by  the  former  Yan- 
kee proprietor,  and  could  certainly  boast  of  IM 
architectural  beauties.  We  lived  about  a  mil* 
and  a  half  from  the  lake  shore,  and  I  tool 
advantage  of  my  vicinity  to  the  water  to  bath 
daily.  I  found  great  refreshment  in  this,  fi 
the  weatlier  was  very  hot  and  dry.  The  drougl 
lasted  for  some  time,  and  among  its  conse<iuen' 
I  may  mention  the  prevalence  of  extensive  tires. 
Several  broke  out  in  our  neighbouriiood, 

*  Firc8  in  CsQuta  ore  of  fr«qu«DC  uocum-iici.-,  and  lat  gvne 
muKcd  by  the  btiming  nf  btueh-nooJ  »t  log-hrnpn  hj  ihc  Milk 
lu  dry  Hvnlhc'r,  with  n  briik  wind,  llic  tire  i>  a]i\  to  run  on 
•urfice  of  the  graund  in  the   busli,  wlicrc  tlif  dry  ]<ait«s 
tliicLmt.     Ill  cU'itriiig  tlie  luid  ■  guod  dvol  u(  briuli-iruod 
topx  of  Irc'cs  arc  tlirown  into  the  nige  of  the  irocKla.  It  fwHqH 
a  matter  of  cour*ir,th»t  the  greatest  danger  to  he  npprchcn 
thtf    huniiiig  the   liuuiidarjr-Cciicei  uf  rariiis.      t    have    he 
UKrtnl  that  time.  flr««  nrc  Mmcliiiiec  eauscd   by  spuiitanc 
oombuition,  which  I  oonsidcr  altogether  a  fnilaey. 
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at  last,  the  mischief  reached  our  own  farm. 
It  destrovod  scvcml  thousand  r^Ls,  and  spread 
OTer  forty  or  fifty  acres  of  meadow  land.  We 
ultimately  stopped  its  further  progress  in  the 
dearing,  by  plougtiiug  furrows  rouad  the  fire< 
tad  a  thunder-sliower  in  the  evouing  completed 
its  extinction.  Fire  seldom  ruus  in  the  woods 
on  good  land,  and  where  the  tJml)er  is  chiefly 
deciduous,  but  on  sandy,  pine,  or  hemlock  lands, 
or  where  evergreens  chiefly  prerail. 

I  have  seldom  knowu  very  serious  damage  by 
thoBe  fires  done  iu  Canada  West,  although  occa- 
nonally  a  bam  or  house  falls  a  sacrilice  to  the 
derooring  clement.  Kot  so,  however,  in  some 
parts  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick,  where. 
extensive  conflagrations  often  devastate  the  coun- 
try for  miles  round.  Of  such  a  character  was  the 
great  fire  at  .Miramichi,  which  nearly  destroyed 
Fredcricton,  and  was  attended  not  only  with  aa 
immense  loss  of  property  but  with  thu  sad  loss  of 
many  valuable  lives.  I  will  presently  ^ve  io 
his  own  forcible  and  feeling  lauguage  the  history 
of  a  lumberer  who  escaped  from  destruction  after 
being  for  some  time  in  imminent  peril  of  his  life. 
He  was  one  of  the  few  pcnsons  who  had  the  good 
fortune  of  escaping  the  great  conflagration  in  .Mira- 
michi, which  broke  out  in  the  October  after  my 
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arrival,  and  excited  so  much  general  sympat^ 
Pifteen  of  his  comrades  perished  in  the  flames. 

Tho  narrative  which  I  introduce  here,  anticipating) 
by  a  few  months  the  proper  order  of  narration,  wa^ 
related  to  me  by  the  man  himself  vith  that  Dative 
eloquence  which  often  surprises,  and  always  intA- 
rests  us  in  the  uneducated.  The  class  to  which  be 
belOBgs  is  one  peculiar  to  America.    Rough 
manners,  and  often  only  half-civilized,  the  lam' 
berer,  as  an  individual,  resembles  little  the  woods- 
man of  other  lands.     He  is  generally  a  Oanadian. 
Frenchman,  or  a  breed  between  the  Irish  and  tl 
uatiYO  of  the  Lower  Province.    However,  m 
Yankees  may  be  found  among  these  denizens 
,tho  woods  and  wilds  of  Canada.     The  fearful  coi 
flagration  to  which  our  poor  lumberer  nearly  fi 
a  victim,  has  been  thus  ably  desci'ibod  in  M'G 
gar's  "British  America."  "In  October,  1825,  a1 
a  hundred  and  forty  miles  in  extent,  aiid  a 
breadth  of  the  country  on  the  horth.  and  froi 
sixty  to  seventy  miles  on  the  south  side  of  Mi: 
machi  river,  became  a  scene  of  jierhaps  the  m 
dreadful  conflagration  that  has  occurred  in 
history  of  the  world. 

"  In  Europe  we  can  scarcely  form  a  concoptiorf 
(rfthe  iory  and  rapidity  with  which  fires 
Uirough  the  forests  of  America  duriug  a  dry 
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0,  at  which  period  the  broken  underwood, 

decayed    T^etaltlo  sulwtance^  fallcB    branches, 

,  bkrk,  and  withered  trees,  are  as  inflammable  as 

'  Uw  absence  of  moisture  can  make  them.     To 

flocb  iireaistible  food  for  combustion  we  must 

i  add  the  auxiliary  afforded  by  the  boundless  fir- 

fbntts,  every  tree  of  which  in  its  trunk,  bark, 

hrancfaea,  and  leaves  coutaiiu>  vast  quantities  of 

infiamniable  resin. 

"  When  one  of  these  fires  is  once  in  motion,  or 
,  at  least  when  the  tlames  extend  over  a  few  miles  of 
i  Um  forest,  the  surrounding  air  becomes  higblj 
I  rarefied,  and  tlic  wind  consequently  increases  till 
'  it  blows  a  perfect  hurricane.  It  appears,  tliat  the 
woods  had  been  on  both  sides  of  the  north-west 
partially  on  fire  for  some  days,  but  not  to  an 
I  alarming  extent  until  the  7tb  of  Octolwr,  when  it 
I  one  on  to  blow  furiously  from  the  westward,  and 
tbo  inhabitanta  along  the  river  were  suddenly 
snrpnaed  by  an  extraordinary  njoring  in  the 
woods,  resembling  the  crashing  and  detonation  of 
bud  and  incessant  thunder,  while  at  the  same 
tastant  tlie  atmosphere  bocamc  thickly  darkened 
with  smoke. 

**  They  had  scarcely  time  to  ascertain  the  cause 
of  this  awful  plicuomeuon  before  all  the  sur- 
mmding  woods  appeared  in  one  vast  blaze,  the 
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flames  ascending  from  one  to  two  hundred  feet 
above  the  tops  of  the  loftiest  trees ;  and  the 
fire  relling  forward  with  inconceivable  celerity, 
presented  the  terribly  sublime  appcarauco  of  as 
impetuous  flaming  ocean.  In  less  than  an  hotiTt 
Douglas  Town  and  Newcastle  were  in  a  blaze  m 
many  of  the  wretched  inhabitants  perished  in  the 
flames.  More  than  a  hundred  miles  of  the 
Miramichi  were  laid  waste,  independent  of  the 
north-west  branch,  the  Baltibag,  and  the  Nappen 
settlements.  From  one  to  two  hundred  persons 
perished  within  immediate  observation,  while 
thrice  that  number  were  miserably  burned  gd 
wounded,  and  at  least  two  thousand  were  lefr  des- 
titute of  the  means  of  subsistence,  and  were 
thrown  for  a  time  on  the  humanity  of  the  Pkk 
vincc  of  New  Brunswick,  The  number  of  livi 
that  were  lost  in  the  woods  could  not  at  the  tii 
be  ascertained,  but  it  was  thought  few  were  left 
to  tell  the  tale. 

"  Newca.stJe  presented  a  fearful  scene  of  ruin 
and  do-ostation,  only  fourteen  out  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  houses  and  stores  remained  standing. 

"  The  court-house,  jail,  church,  and  barraci 
Messrs.  Gilmour,  Kankin,  and  Co'e,  and  ,\l 
Abrams  and  Co.'s  establishment,  wiUi  two  ships 
the  stacks,  were  reduced  to  ashes. 
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"The  loss  of  property  is  incalculable,  for  the  fire, 
borne  opoa  the  wings  of  a  hurricauci,  rushed  od 
the  wretched  iahabitants  with  such  inconceivable 
rapidity  that  the  j>n:scrvatiun  uf  thuir  livt^  cuuld 
be  their  only  care. 

"  Several  ships  were  burned  on  shore,  wliile 
others  were  saved  from  the  flames  by  the  exer- 
tions of  their  owners,  after  being  actually  on  hre. 

"  At  Douglas  Town  scarcely  any  kind  of  pro- 
perty escaped  the  ravages  of  the  fire,  which  swept 
off  the  surface  everything  coming  in  contact  with 
it,  leaving  but  time  for  the  unfortunate  inhabi- 
tuit£  to  fly  to  the  shore  ;  and  there,  by  means  of 
boats,  canoes,  rafts  of  timber,  logs,  or  any  article, 
however  ill  calculated  for  tlie  purpose,  they  endea- 
fonred  to  escape  from  the  dreadful  scene  and 
reach  the  town  of  Chatham,  numbers  of  men, 
womea,  and  children  perishing  in  the  attempt. 

"In  some  parts  of  the  country  all  the  cattle 
were  rither  destroyed  or  suffering  greatly,  for  the 
very  9oi!  was  parched  and  burnt  up,  while  scarcely 
any  article  of  proviaoo  was  rescued  from  tlte 
fiaroea 

"  The  hurricane  raged  with  such  dreadful  vio- 
lence, that  large  bodies  of  timber  on  fire,  as  well 
as  trees  from  the  forest  and  ports  of  the  flaming 
faooaes  and  stores,  were  aurittl  to  Uie  rivers  wit\\ 
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tUDUUcitig  velocity,  to  such  an  extent  and  affect 
the  water  id  such  a  manner,  as  to  occasion  large' 
quantities  of  salmon  anJ  other  fisli  to  resort  to 
laud,  hundreds  of  which  were  scattered  oa 
shores  of  the  south  and  nest  branches. 

"  Chatham  was  filled  with  three  hundred  mi'^ 
serahle  sufferers ;  every  hour  brought  to  it  tli 
wounded  and  burned  in  the  most  abject  state 
distress.   Great  fires  raged  about  the  same  time  in"' 
the  forests  of  the  River  St.  John,  which  destroye 
much  property  and  timber,  with  the  governor'^ 
house,  and  about  eighty  private  houses  at  Fred* 
ricton.    Fires  raged  also  at  the  same  time  in  Uie 
northeni  parts  of  the  Province,  as  for  as  the  fiaj 
de  Cbaleur. 

"  It  is  impossible  to  tell  how  many  lives  were 
lost,  OS  many  of  those  who  were  in  the  vooda 
among  the  lumbering  parties,  had  no  fnends 
connections  in  the  countiy  to  remark  on]  the 
non-appi^irance.    Five  hundred  have  been  com-' 
j)utcd  as  the  least  number  that  actually  perishe^ 
in  the  flames.  1 

"  The  destruction  of  bears,  foxes,  tiger-cats,  mar- 
teas,  hares,  squirrels,  and  other  wild  animals, 
very  great.    These,  when  surprised  by  such 
arc  said  to  lose  their  usual  sense  of  prcscrvatdc 
and  becoming,  as  it  were,  cither  giddy  or 


Dooa 


GBE&T   TtBE   AT   UnRAHICOL 


27 


oftcD  rush  into  the  &ce  of  inevitable  de> 

iD :  erea  the  birds,  except  these  of  very 

wing,  seldom  escape.     Some,  particulariy 

become  stopificd ;  and  thf  <Iem:ity 

smoke,  Ute  rapid  velocity  of  the  flames,  arid 

TiolcDco  of  the  windfi,  cffoctu&lljr  prevent  the 

ii  of  OtbCTB.'* 

It  was  from  this  mighty  destniction  that  the 
9attctA  and  admirable  presence  of  miud  displayed 
Vj  the  lumberer,  whose  pathetic  story  I  am  about 
t»  relate,  saved  him.  I  could  not  fail,  while  re* 
jgidog  in  his  escape,  to  impute  his  sclf-potteasion 
to  the  coinpasaOD  of  the  aU-wise  Being  who  had 
tmdf  him  such  an  instance  of  Uis  roorcy. 

"  The  weather,"  said  he,  "  had  been  annsnaUy 
•Ijy  for  the  season,  and  there  had  been  no  rain  f<'r 
Inwards  of  three  weeks  before  this  calamity  took 
pboe.  Wo  Imd  only  just  completed  our  shanty,  and 
hid  eommenoed  felling  timber  ready  for  squaring, 
when  it  occurred.  Wo  had  heard  from  our  tcam- 
■ten,  who  had  brought  us  out  pork  and  flour,  the 
day  previous,  that  flres  were  raging  in  tlio  woods 
iom«  miles  to  the  eastward  of  us.  However,  we 
paid  but  little  attention  to  what  appeared  to  us  a 
common  occurrence. 
"  Allter  supper,  one  of  our  men  went  out  of  tlte 

rt  immediately  returned  to  tcU  us  *  that 
-L 
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a  dreadful  conflagration  was  raging  within  a 
or  80  of  our  dwelling.'     We  immediately 
out  to  ascertain  tie  trutb  of  his  assertion, 
shall  never  forget,"  he  cootinued,  "  the  sight  pi 
sentcd  to  our  view  :  as  far  as  the  oyc  could 
wc  saw  a  wall  of  fire  higher  than  the  trec-< 
and  we  heard  the  mighty  sound  of  the  lusl 
flames  mingled    with  the  crashing  &tl    of 
timber. 

"  A  single  glance  convinced  us  that  not  a  oiioi 
was  to  be  lost ;  we  did  not  stop  even  to  try  and 
cure  our  clotliing,  but  made  our  way  as  r|uickly 
possible  to  a  small  river  about  two  hundred 
from  our  shanty,  and  which  we  knew  was 
only  chance  of  preservation. 

"  Wc  reached  the  stream  in  safety,  where  I  de- 
termined to  take  my  stand.  My  comrades,  how- 
ever, wore  of  a  different  opinion  :  they  contended 
that  the  fire  would  not  cross  the  river,  which  w»s 
upwards  of  thirty  yards  in  width.  Unfortunately, 
uo  argument  of  mine  could  induce  them  to  stay, 
though  1  was  well  aware,  and  represented  to  tbem 
that  such  a  body  of  flame  would  not  be  stayed  « 
minute  by  such  a  barrier. 

"My  comrades,  hoping  to  reacli  an  old  clearance 
of  some  acres,  about  half  a  mile  in  advance,  in 
I      spite  of  all  entreaties  crossed  the  stream,   a^ 
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were  soon  lost  to  mj  view — nerer  more  to  bo 
MD  alive  by  mc. 

"  I  wadod  down  the  stream,  till  I  found  a  place 
vlwK  tlic  water  was  up  to  my  anu-pits,  aud  the 
hnk  of  tlie  river  rose  about  sis  feet  over  mj 
keuL  There  I  took  my  stand,  and  awaited  the 
if«Dt  in  breatlilcss  anxiety.  I  bad  no  time 
to  took  around  me.  The  few  minutes  which  had 
dtpaud.  had  greatly  added  to  the  terrors  of  the 
noe. 

"As  the  wall  of  fire  advanced,  fresh  treesin  suo- 
eeanoD  were  enveloped  by  the  flames.  A  bright 
^rc  criuisoned  the  clouds  with  a  lurid  glow. 
■hilc  the  air  was  filled  with  a  terrible  noise. 
Tbe  heat  uow  became  intense.  I  looked  up  once 
more ;  the  trees  almve  me  caught  Gre  at  that  in- 
itant,  the  next,  I  was  holding  my  breath  a  foot 
buMfttb  the  surface  of  the  running  stream.  l-)%-cry 
few  seconds  I  was  compelled  to  raise  my  head  to 
breathe,  which  I  accomplished  with  great  difficulty. 
Id  a  few  minutes,  which  seemed  ages  to  me,  I  van 
enabled  to  stand  upright,  and  look  around  me. 
What  desolation  a  short  half  hour  had  effected ! 
lu  front,  the  conflagration  was  still  ra^ng  with 
unabatod  fury,  while  in  the  rear  the  fire  had  con- 
samed  all  the  under-brush  and  limbs  of  the  trees, 
leaving  a  forest  of  Iriackened  poles  still  blazing 
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fiercely,  thougli  not  with  tlio  intense  beat  can 
by  the  balsam  and  pine-brushwood. 

"  It  was  seveml  hours  before  I  durst  quit  I 
sanctuary  to  search  for  my  companions,  the 
ened  remains  of  whom  I  found  not  a  quarter  of 
mile  from  the  river. 

"  Our  shanty,*  and  all  that  it  contained, 
utterly    consumed.     I,   however,    succeeded 
finding  in  the  cellar  beneath  its  ruins,  as  mi 
provisions  uninjured  as  served  to  carry  me  throi 
to  the  settlements,  which  I  ultimately  roactie 
though  not  without  great  difficulty." 


front  lOm 


*  A  (huitjr  U  a  building;  mode  with  li^,  higher  in  ih« 
tliiri  llic  back,  nuking  n  fall  to  the  roof,  which  i»  gpncrnlly  i 
vctsil  with  Kotighn  iiiailt?  ol'  fiini'  or  luuM-troud  lii^ii ;  llio  l<ig»  i 
first  ijAil  flat  in  tlie  middle,  nnd  hullnwcd  out  with  the  ui.-  and 
odnc.  A  TOW  of  llirxc  troiiglifi  in  then  UiU  ftota  i\ie  front  dtj 
upper  wall-j>)alv,  lioping  down  to  the  back  plate,  tbe  lio 
Hide  appennuiiC.  The  corciing-lroughi  in  llivn  placed  wiib  I 
hoUuw  TCTL'rwd,  either  edge  tsaiiiig  m  ilie  centre  of  the 
trough.  A  door  in  th«  front  and  unir  winilow  complete  tbe 
tmilding.  Siicli  i«  conmiotdy  the  firti  dwelling  of  the  wttler. 
Hie  lumber -Rh nitty  dilTcis  both  in  xhupc  and  tixr,  bring  much 
Iwgcr,  Bud  the  ri»r  >lopinf{  both  wejk,  witli  a  niiacd  hearth  ia  the 
emtre  of  tlic  Uoor,  with  nn  aperture  directly  above  for  tlic  iscipe 
of  tlic  unukc.  It  )iM  DO  window.  One  door  at  the  end,  nnd  two 
tier  of  bed  brrlhis  one  «1>Dve  the  uilier,  euiu)i1etc  the  lout  rawnUt 
ThcM  diiuitic*  Die  generally  oouiitruut<<l  to  nceuinuiwlate  tnm 
two  to  iliree  gnug*  of  lumber  nifii.  with  (lipil-nwm  (or  tmelTe  m 
TourtMn  tyan  of  oxen  or  hone*— ipui  being  ihc  Cnnadiui  unp 
tot  pair. 


cnAPTER  in 


«r  HT    nitXSD. BAP   *TATK   OT  III*   LA9ID.— rALl- 

VMTSD    UtIOL-K. CANAMAH    BKIftn. DKOBKSRAOT   "f   UltE*. 


COLOSKL  B- 


yns  on  old  and  valued  friend 


"under  Goveniment  for  inany  years-     HisTetire- 

teot  from  public  life,  ou  some  disgust,  had 
^entually  led  to  his  settlement  in  Canada. 
Now,  his  literary  tastes  and  scdoiitary  habits 
lid  ill-fitted  him  for  the  rough  customs  of  the 
flolony.  Besides  having  scartely  seen  a  graiu  of 
com  in  its  progressive  state  from  tim  blsidc  to  iti^ 
earing  and  harvest^  be  knew  tioUiing  of  agricul- 
tmal  operations.  Of  stock  he  was  equally  iguo- 
rant,  and  of  the  comparative  goodness  or  badness 
of  Aoil  be  was,  of  course,  no  judge.  Such  a  man, 
in  the  choice  of  a  fann,  was  sure  to  be  shaved  by 
the  shrewd  Yankee  proprietor,  and  my  poor  friend 
WIS  shaved  accordini^j. 
I  found  my  friend's  fann  had  been  much  ue- 
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glectcd.  His  out-door  labourers  were  all  from 
the  south  of  Ireland,  and  had  never  before  foUj 
loved  farming  operations.  la  consequence  cfl 
their  inexperience,  half  the  clearing  was  qnile] 
overrun  with  raspberries  and  Canadian  tbisUM.] 
(The  latter  weed  is  far  more  troublesome  to  era* 
dicate  than  any  other  I  know.  It  is  the  same  asj 
the  common  corn-thistle,  or  Serratula  arven»$\ 
so  well  known  to  English  agriculturists). 

As  we  intended  to  prepare  a  large  piece  of] 
ground  for  summer-fallow,  it  was  neccssarj  to 
rid  of  those  stumps  of  the  trees,  which,  accord 
to  tlio  practice  of  chopping  them  two  or  thr 
feet  from  the  ground,  present  a  continual  obstacle] 
to  the  advance  of  the  plough.  We,  however,  sue 
ceeded  in  getting  clear  of  them  by  hitchi 
logging-chain  round  the  stump  near  the  top, 
a  sudden  jerk  from  the  oxen  was  generally  sv 
cient  to  pull  it  up.  For  the  larger,  and  than 
more  firmly  fixed  in  the  ground,  we  made  use  of 
a  lever  about  twenty  feet  long,  and  about  eight 
or  nine  inches  in  diameter,  one  end  of  which  was 
securely  chained  to  the  stump,  the  oxen  being 
fostencd  to  the  other  and  made  to  go  in  a  circu- 
lar direction,  a  manceuvre  which  rarely  fails 
the  desired  effect.  This  plan  will  not  answe 
unless  the  roots  are  sufficiently  decayed.    Durinj 
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^^^^Hier  tbc  applicatioa  of  fire  produces  more 
FWnnr  results.     A  few  embers  shakeD  Irum  a 
I  cedAT-torch  on  tho  crown  of  ttic  stump  are  suffi> 
I  deot  for  the  purpose :  some  hundreds  of  these 
I  lihzii^  merrily  at  night  have  a  very  pretty  effect 
I      In  ten  or  tvelvc  years  the  hard  woods,  such  as 
I  nk,  aA,  beech  and  maple  disappear;  but  the 
f  itaaips  of  tho  creigreens,  sucli  as  pine,  hemlorlc 
L  ud  oedar,  are  much  more  difficult  to  eradicate. 
F      The  land  being  of  a  5aady  nature,  we  had  but 
few  stones  to  contend  with.     When  such  is  the 
I  use,  we  raise  them  above  the  surface,  by  the  help 
'  tt  levers.     By  these  means,  stones  of  half  a  ton 
weight  can  be  cosily  lifted  from  their  beds.     The 
hrger  ones  are  generally  drawn  off  the  6elds  to 
make  the  foundations  of  fences,  and  thoso  of  a 
mailer  size  arc  used    in    the  construction   of 
French  drains. 

To  succeed  well  with  your  summer  fallow,  it  is 
neceaeary  to  have  the  sod  all  turned  over  with 
the  plough  by  tlic  end  of  &Iay,  or  sooner  if  pos- 
nblc  Shortly  afterwards  the  fallow  should  be 
well  harrowed ;  in  July  it  should  be  crossed, 
plou^ed  and  harrowed,  and  rolled  at  least  twice 
before  tho  final  ploughing  or  ridging  u[>,  which 
should  be  completed  by  the  lost  week  in  August. 
Fall-wheat  sltould  be  sown  between  tho  hrst 
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FALL- WHEAT — FENCING. 


aud   fifteeiitli  day  of  September.*    The  sooner 
the  better,  in  my  opinion,  because  the  plant  is 
stronger  and  better  able  to  withstand  the  frost, 
and  is  decidedly  less  liable  to  rust.     Our  fallow    i 
having  been  prepared  in  this  maimer,  and  sown! 
broad'Cast  with  fall-wheat,  the  next  object  waa 
to  fence  in  tlie  licld  securely,  which  is  done  ia 
the  following  way.    Trees  of  a  straight  growth— 
and  straight  also  in  the  gn^n — are  selected  and 
cut  into  twelve  feet  ieugtlis,  and  are  then,  by  t\v 
means  of  a  beetle  and  wedges,  split  into  rails 
nearly  four  inches  square  as  possible.     The  rails 
arc  then  laid  in  a  zigzag  direction,  crossing  each 
otiier  about  a  foot  from  the  end,  making  an  angle 
ctf  about  six  feet.     Seven  rail^  in  height,  crowned 
by  a  stake  and  rider,  complete  the  fence.     Tl 
best  timbers  for  making  rails,  are  pine,  cedar, 
and  black  and  white  ash  :  these  kinds  of  timbeis 
will  last  about  thirty  years.    Bass-wood  is  more 
commonly  used  for  tlie  first  fences,  because  it  is 
to  be  procured  in  greater  ahuudaucc,  and  splits 
more  easily ;  but  as  it  will  not  last  more  than  ten 
years,  I  would  not  recommend  settlers  to  use  it,  i 
the  other  sorts  can  readily  be  obtained. 

*  **  Full"  in  tlie  icrm  ti nu all r  applied  lo  wheat  loirii  in  ih<Miitiiinitl 
bj  ttie  CuiHilJuii  laitiivr,  lutil  will  bv  used  in  tliU  acinic  Uirutighoui 
a  wotk  rggiccially  wriitoa  fur  the  service  of  ili»  iti«x))Micnccd 
Mltlcr. 
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JSVtTATION   TO   A   "  BEE.  3S 

this  countrj,  bay-cutting  commcaccs  about 
the  first  or  second  week  in  July.  Timotiiy-grass 
■nd  clover  mixed — or  timothy  alone — are  the  best 
for  hay,  and  tbo  most  productive.  The  quantity  ^ 
of  seed  required  for  nev  land  is  six  quarts  of 
giMB-secd  and  two  pounds  of  clover  to  the  acre ; 
on  old  cleared  funus  nearly  double  thi^  seed  u 
required.  Timothy  is  a  solid  grass  with  a  bulbous 
root.  If  the  weattior  is  hot  aod  dry,  the  hay 
Aould  be  carted  the  second  day  after  cutting,  fur 
tbera  is  no  danger  iu  carting  it  at  once  into  your 
bun,  tho  climate  being  so  dry  that  it  never  heats 
enough  to  cause  spontaneous  combustion.  We 
have  other  sons  of  grasses,  such  as  red-top,  blue- 
joint,  &c. :  these  grasses,  however,  are  inferior,  and 
therefore  never  grown  from  choice. 

Soon  after  my  arrival  at  Darlington,  one  oi  my 
neighbours  residing  on  the  Uke-shorc  invited  me 
to  a  mowing  and  cradling  "Bee."*  As  I  had 
aerer  seen  anything  of  tho  kind.  I  accepted  the 
invitation.  On  my  arrival  at  the  farm  on  the 
appointed  day,  1  found  assembled  about  forty 
men  and  boya  A  man  with  a  pail  of  spring 
water  with  a  wooden  cup  Heating  on  the  sur&cc 
in  uoc  hand,  and  a  bottle  of  whiskey  and  glass  in 

* 

'  H'bai  the  Cwwdiu  ttalen  call  ■  "  hte  "  a  u  iieigblMiulf 
)IBtkerias  far  u;  iiuhiitiiout  pu(|«Be.— a  CriL-ndly  clubbing  cif 
kbcur,  kcslsUd  b;  tn  tbimikitw  of  pood  aberr. 
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the  other,  naw  approached  the  swann,  every 
helping  himself  as  he  pleased.    This  roan  is 
most  important  personage  at  the  "  Bee,"  and  i 
known  by  the  appellation  of  the  "Grog-l 
Ou  tl]i5  occasion  his  ofEce  was  anj^thing  but 
fiinecure.    The  heat  of  the  weather,  I  sap[ 
had  made  our  party  very  thirsty.     There 
thirty-five  boes  cutting  hay,  among  whom  I 
rather  awkward  volunteer,  and  ten  cradlcrs* 
ployed  in  cutting  rye. 

At  eleven  o'clock,  cakes  and  pailfuls  of  tea ' 
served  round.  At  one,  we  were  summoned  by  the 
sound  of  a  tin  bugle  to  dinner,  which  we  found 
laid  out  in  the  barn-  Some  long  pine-boarda 
resting  on  tressels  scrve<l  for  a  tabic,  which  al- 
most groaned  with  the  good  things  of  this  eaitfa« 
in  the  shape  of  roast  lamb  and  green  peas,  maat 
sucking-pig,  shoulder  of  mutton,  apple-sauce,  sad 


•  The  cmiDc  it  a  scjllir  of  Uigcr  diineiwiQiw  Uian  the  MIbd 
hny-uylhc,  and  in  hoih  wiilcr  in  ihc  btmlr  aiitl  longer.  A  Mnfglil 
piece  arwowl,  l;all>^d  ■  lUiidnrd,  lliirtv  inclici  long,  m  fixed  optifAli 
atv  the  end  orilic  innilh,  or  liundle,  are  fuiu  Rngcn  niailo  of  woti, 
the  amr  iieat]  h  Ihc  iwytlic,  and  from  nix  to  KL-ren  iiicha  •p•f^ 
diieetiT.nbcrrc  the  acfthc,  and  fixed  firmly  iulu  [lie  Blaiiibrd,  fivm 
whieli  wire  btacea  «iih  nuu  and  tcruwi  lu  adjiixt  llie  Sngcn- 
TliGM  btncn  arr  vmurvd  to  tbe  fiiig«nt  sboui  tiglii  iiieht«  bmn 
tbc  tiAndard.  The  Mlier  end  ottlie  wirt  i«  then  jilMCd  ihrMIgh 
Iht  (Dnitli  oad  dram)  tiglil  by  iiica.n»  of  a  ncrcw-uul.  Theae  nift* 
cliinv*  ate  mj  «Cecti*c,  anil  in  the  hand*  of  o  periMD  Hho  nadn> 
*iaadii  their  uae  will  cui  btjta  two  to  ihivc  aero  a-day  of  eilbar 
wbcai,  oata,  Wley,  or  rye. 
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poddings,  and  preserves  in  abuadance,  vrith 
■  of  beer  and  Canadian  whiskej.     Our  bees 
M  iodustrious,  that  before  edx  o'clock  all 
Burke's  hay  and  rye  were  finisbcd  cutting. 
was  then  served  on  the  same  scale  of  pro- 
witli  the  additiou  of  too.     After  supper  a 
ty  of  games  and  g3m)nastics  were  introduced, 
.  nriou«   trials  of   strength,   wrestling,   running, 
;  jumping,  putting  the  stone,  throwing  the  ham- 
mer, &c 

About  nine  o'clock  our  party  broke  up,  and 
retomed  to  their  respective  homes,  well  pleased 
with  tbejr  day's  cntertainmeut,  leaving  their 
bost  perfectly  satisfied  with  their  voluntary  labour. 
Ooe  word  about  bees  and  tlicir  attendant  frolic. 
I  confess  I  do  not  like  the  system.  1  acknowledge, 
tliat  in  raising  a  log-house  or  bam  it  is  absolutely 
necessary,  especially  in  the  Bush,  but  the  general 
pracUoo  is  bod.  Some  people  can  do  nothing 
without  a  bee,  and  as  the  work  has  to  be  returned 
in  the  same  manner,  it  causes  a  continual  round 
of  dinpation— if  not  of  sometliing  worse.  I  have 
known  several  cases  of  manslaughter  arising  out 
of  qnarrels  produced  by  intoxication  at  these 
erery-day  gatherings.  As  population  increases, 
and  labour  becomes  cheaper,  of  course  there  will 
be  1m8  occA^on  for  tlicm. 
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Ut  MJkHniAOi;. — I  tlROOIIlE  n  ERrTLKn  ON  MT  'IMN  ICWItKl. — I  »tl 

CliAam    LAMK     IK    UTUNAUEE. ttCTDIlN    TQ     DAKLINdOM   IIT 1 

rlMT    ATTEMrT    AT    PiUV[HU     A    HPAM. ACHTE    KKAfUMB  tO 

aXMHIT    A    UieiSTBB. rATIBM'lS   OF    MV    rATllElt'l)<-1.A<r. >T 

niUT     flBAR-nUKT. —  nEAVBB-MBADOWN — CAMAUIAA    tlll'irun- 
HTDUM.— rUaUT  Ot-  a   AITTLKIt's   rANTLT. 


I  MUST  now  Bay  something  of  myself.  During  J 
mv  domestication  under  my  friend's  roof,  I  be- 
came attached  to  one  of  his  daughters.  The 
affection  was  mutual;  and  our  happiness  was 
completed  by  the  approbation  of  our  friends.  We 
were  married ;  and  it  suemcd  that  there  was  a 
goodly  prospect  of  many  years  of  wedded  happi- 
ness before  us. 

■  But  it  was  necessary  that  I,  who  was  now 
a  husband,  and  might  become  a  father,  sjiouli 
become  a  settler  on  my  own  account,  and  look 
about  for  lands  of  my  own.  I  e.\amincd,  there* 
fore,  several  locations  in  the  neighbourhood ;  bat 
one  objection  or  another  presented  itself,  and  I  dt- 
cline^l  fixing  my  settlcmeut  at  Darlington.  Ulti- 
mately, I  bought  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the 
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township  of  Otonabee,  within  a  mile  of  the  uowly 
bud  ont  tOTrn  of  Peterborough.  It  nas  arraogod 
tliat  I  should  stop  at  Darlington,  and  assist  my 
&ther-in-law,  until  it  was  tJme  to  commence 
ojicratioQS  in  tbe  spring.  This  arrangeoiGnt  proved 
rery  beoeScial  to  me,  as  I  was  able  tu  Icaru  man; 
Dsefol  things,  and  make  myself  acquainted  with 
tbc  mianners  and  customs  of  the  people  with  wiiom 
I  was  going  to  live- 

We  kept  two  pair  of  horses  and  a  yoke  of 
oxen  to  work  the  fjum.  One  pair  of  our  horses 
were  French  Oauadian.  Generally  speaking,  they 
are  rough-looking  beasts,  with  shaggy  manes  and 
tails,  but  strong,  active,  and  stout  for  their  size, 
nhich,  however,  is  much  less  than  that  of  the 
Upper  Canadian  horse.  I  hare  seen,  nevertheless, 
some  very  handsome  carriage-horses  of  this  breed. 
Of  late  years,  both  the  Upper  and  Lower  Canadian 
breed  of  horses  have  been  much  improved  by  the 
importation  of  stallions. 

The  working  oxen  of  this  country  are  very 
doale  and  easily  managed.  I'hey  arc  extremely 
useful  in  the  new  settlement ;  indeed,  I  do  not 
know  what  could  be  done  without  them.  It  is 
next  to  an  impossibility  to  plough  among  the 
green  stumps  and  roots  with  horsc« — Uie  plough 
being  continually  checked  by  roots  and  stones — 
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therefore,  till  these  obstacles  are  removed, 
cannot  be  effectually  done  for  seven  or  eight  years, 
oxen  are  indispensably  necessary,  particularly  for 
logging  up  new  fallows.  Yet  notwithstanding  their 
iisefiilness,  I  do  not  know  a  worse  treated  set  of 
animals  than  Canadian  oxen.  Their  weight,  wkea 
fat,  varies  from  seven  to  eight  hundred  weight  A 
yoke  and  bows,  made  of  birch  or  soft  maple,  i» 
the  only  liarness  needed ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  for 
double  draught,  better,  and  certainly  less  trouble* 
some  than  the  collar  and  traces  used  in  England. 
The  ox-yoke  is  made  of  a  piece  of  wood,  four 
feet  in  length,  and  nine  inches  deep  in  the  centre, 
to  which  a  staple  is  fitted,  and  from  which  an  iron 
ring  depends,  about  a  foot  from  the  middle  of  the 
yoke  each  way,  which  is  hollowed  out,  so  as  to  fit 
oa  the  top  of  the  oxen's  necks.  A.  hole  is  bored, 
two  inches  in  diameter,  on  each  side  of  the  hollow, 
through  which  the  bow  is  passed,  and  fastened  on 
the  upper  ade  of  the  yoke  by  a  wooden  pui™ 
The  bow  is  bent  in  the  £ha[)C  of  a  horsc-sho^l 
the  upper,  or  narrow  ends  being  passed  through  the 
yoke.  If  the  yoke  and  hows  are  properly  made 
and  fit  the  cattle,  there  is  no  fear  of  galling  thej 
beast.  The  bows  are  made  of  hickory,  white  or 
rock  elm,  in  this  way.  Cut  a  piece  of  elm,  five 
feet  and  a  half  long,  Large  enough  to  split  in 
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ouch  of  which  will  <lres»  to  two  inches 
diameter;  put  them  in  a  steam-box  for  an 
'at  least ;  take  them  out  hot,  ant]  bend  on  a 
Id  mode  on  purpose;  tic  the  two  bent-up 
[ads  together  until  diy.    Everjr  settler  should 
haw  bow  to  do  these  things,  and  to  make  his 
[own  axe-handles,  and  many  other  articles  which 
R  coDStantljr  required  in  the  bush. 
11/  first  attempt  at  driving  oxen  was  accom- 
pinied  by  an  unfortunate  accident,  which  gave 
ne  some  trouble  and  mortification.    My  lather- 
Maw  had  lent  a  neighbour  a  plough,  of  which 
we  were  much  in  want.    I  thought  it  would  be  a 
pod  opportunity  for  me  to  try  my  hand  with  the 
sxen,  to  fetch  it  home.     Now,  it  happened  the 
cattle  were  young,  and  not  very  well  broken,  so 
that  I   found  some  difficulty  in  yoking  and  at- 
taching theui  to  the  cart.     However,  I  succeeded 
«t  Ust,  and  drove  up  to  the  door  of  Mr.  Stephens' 
house  Id  great  style.    I  found  the  family  just 
going  to  dinner,  which  they  courteously  invited 
me  to  partake  with  tlicm.     I  accepted  their  hos- 
pitality, and  left  the  oxen  standing  before  the 
door. 

I  discussed  my  neighbfiur's  good  cheer  with  an 
noellent  appetite,  and  was  in  the  very  act  of 
fledging  mine  host,  when  I  heard  the  cattlo  start 
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off.  Wo  left  the  table  with  precipitation,  but  wereJ 

alas !  too  late  to  stop  the  refractory  oxen,  vrhidi 

galIo])ii)g  down  a  steep  hill,  on  the  summit  of  nhidkj 

the  house  was  built^  stumbled  in  tlicir  dc 

and  fell  to  the  bottom,  where vre  found  thcmstni^j 

gling,  apparently,  in  the  agonies  of  death,    ffi 

cut  the  bows  irom  their  necks  as  soon  as  possible,  I 

but  not  in  time  to  save  the  life  of  poor  Spot,  Uie ' 

near  ox,  who  ^vas  quito  dead ;  and  it  was  for  some 

minutes  doubtful  if  Dandy — the  off  "critter,"  agi 

the  Yankees  would  style  him — would  surrive  fail 

companion.     I  killed  the  dead  one  over  again  to ; 

make  its  Qmh  fit  foT  consumption,  and  bled  the ' 

other,  which  happily  saved  its  life.    But,  ootwttb* 

standing  my  careful  endeavour  to  make  the  best 

of  a  foolish  matter,  I  felt  myself  in  an  awkward 

predicament.     To  my  worthy  father-in-law  the 

,'  loss  of  an  animal  worth  thirty  dollars  was,  at  that 

time,  particularly  inconvenient ;  but  his  moral 

I  justice  was  high  and  his  temper  mild  ;  so  be  list- 
ened meekly  to  my  account  of  the  misfortune^ 
quietly  remarking,  that  it  could  not  be  helped, 
and  that  no  bUme  attached  to  me.  It  is  id 
these  worrying  affairs  of  every-day  life  that  wo 
discern  the  real  beauty  of  the  Christian  character. 
My  mother-in-law  hchavod  as  well,  on  this  trying 
occasion,  as  any  lady  could  do  who  found  her 
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suddenly  stocked  with  a  quantity  of  lean 
beef — a  proq>ect,  indeed,   by  no  means 

to  any  member  of  the  household. 
mj  return  home  from  my  first  essay  in  ox- 
Lg,  or  rather  ox-killing,  I  found  Dennis,  our 
eemnt,  muting  for  nic  with  the  greatest 
patience. 

"  Och,  sir,"  he  exckimed ;  "  if  you  had  but 

(mq  with  me  you  might  have  shot  a  bear.     I  was 

cot  in  the  bmh  searching  for  the  cows,  and  just 

»  I  was  crossing  the  Big  creek,  near  the  beaver 

netdow,  I  beard  a  noiso  from  a  thicket  of  cedar 

bashes  close  by  me,  and  thinking  it  might  be 

one  of  the  lost  cows  I  ran  forward  to  see,  when 

to  my  astonisliment  and  dismay  I  came  suddenly 

upon  a  laige  bear." 

"  Well,"  said  I,  "  what  did  you  do  ?  *' 

'  Faith,  then,  sir,  to  tell  you  tlic  truth,  I  did 

not  do  much — only  took  to  my  heels,  and  ran 

borne  as  last  as  I  could  to  tell  you  ;  as  I  Uiought 

yer  honour  might  perhaps  get  a  shot  at  ttio  baste, 

and,  troth !  he  warn't  in  the  laste  bit  of  a  hurry  to 

get  out  my  way,  sure." 

**  Well,  Dennis,  only  show  me  the  brute,  and  it 
AaiX  be  a  hard  cose  if  I  do  not  make  the  addition 
of  (at  bear  to  cat  with  the  lean  beef,  with  which 
,rc  already  stocked  the  larder." 
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I  loaded  my  gun  with  ball,  and  in  company 
with  Dennis  and  bis  father  started  for  the  place 
where  Master  Bruin  had  been  seen.  I  took  Nep- 
tune with  me — a  rcmarkaltly  fine  Irish  greyhound 
— one  of  the  most  powerfully  built  dogs  of  that] 
breed  I  had  ever  seen,  and  well  lie  proved  \ia 
strength  and  courage  this  day,  as  you  sballj 
hear. 

After  proceeding  nearly  two  miles  in  an  oast^ 
erly  direction  close  to  the  edge  of  the  beaver, 
meadow,*  Neptune  suddenly  raised  his  head  and^ 
looked  round.     In  the  next  instant  he  was  ds 
ing  along  in  full  chase  of  Mr.  Bruin,  who  wa 
making  the  best  of  his  way  up  a  hill  on  the  opf 
site  side  of  the  meadow. 

We  joined  in  the  chase  with  the  greatest  ala-J 
crity,  but  not  in  time  to  witness  the  first  set-taj 

*  These  moitdows  arc  to  be  found  niiliin  tiFo  or  thtte  tniln  i 
foeli  other  on  »Iinos(  every  creek  or  imnll  strcnni  iii  Cimad*  Wc 
TiioBe  iiidufilriuua  miimuls,  ihc  bemers,  build  tlicir  danis  ncr 
tliu  ur^oka  iu  a  vvr;'  ingciiioUE  liiuiiiirr,  Hilb  cIht  Uid  briirli-wo 
It  i«  Tcty  Mtoiiisliing  what  ingenuit;  ibi'y  ditplny,  nnd  wlu 
Btgacity,  almost  ainQiinliQg  to  reason,  ihcy  show  in  the  choice  i 
silufttion  for  ihc  crcclion  of  ibcsc  dnms.  It  has  btcii  ittsene 
■hut  some  ypnrs  ngo,  when  the  Frcneli  were  mnsicrs  of  the 
country,  the  ludious  eui  nwuy  the  dotus,  niid  kilk'd  all  the 
bcivcni  ilitiy  coiili)  |ii»>4lb1y  lirid, »s  tlivy  did  nut  uikli  the  rewr- 
Toin!  where  the  bcnvcr*  brcil  to  fnll  inio  the  handle  of  thoi[^| 
wliitc  brethren.  The  nic  of  these  incndows  varies  Iram  two  o^l 
three  acre*  lo  two  ot  three  hundred,  and  in  eom«  few  cue*  i» 
ranch  Inigtj. 
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between  tbcso  aarage  opponcuU;  for  wbilo  we 
vert  gaining  the  brow  of  the  bill  a  desperate  figbt 
was  going  on  only  a  few  ;ar<ls  from  us.  Pep- 
tone BOtnetimcs  having  the  best  of  it — sometimes 
Brain.  I  found  it  quite  impossible  to  tire  for  fear 
of  killing  the  dog.  We  tbcn  tried  to  pull  him  ofiT 
so  as  to  enable  me  to  shoot  the  bear.  Tliis  we 
fbood  equally  difficult,  tJic  dog  bad  sucb  fast 
bold  of  bis  throat.  He  was,  indeed,  perfectly 
furious. 

Dennis,  by  mj  direction,  cut  a  strong  pole 
twelve  or  fourteen  feet  long,  which  we  laid  across 
tixe  brute's  hack,  and  pre&sed  him  down  as  tiglitly 
aa  we  could,  which,  with  the  able  assistance  of 
Nep.  kept  my  gentleman  tolerably  quiet  til!  the 
old  man  cut  and  Iwisttid  a  couple  of  witliCK,  which 
he  passed  under  the  bear,  uear  the  hind  and  fore- 
legs, and  .secured  him  firmly  to  the  pole,  which  my 
eoinpanions  Uficd  on  their  shoulders,  from  which 

\     the  beast  now  hung  suspended,  and  oommenoed 

^■br  mardi  hcMnewards. 

^B  I  had  great  difficulty  in  keeping  tho  dog  off. 

^Te  would  rush  in,  every  minute,  in  spite  of  all  I 

'  could  do,  and  seize  poor  JJruin  by  Uie  side  and 
shake  him  most  unmercifully.  I  bad  enough  to  do 
with  the  help  of  a  sLout  stick  to  keep  him  and  the 
bear  in  order.    The  latter  was  equally  violent — 
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Striking  with  his  fore-paws  at  the  men  who  wc 
luckily  for  them— just  out  of  his  roach,  and  | 
cularly  so  for  Dennis,  who  marched  in  front,  who 
nnmentionablc;  not  being  in  the  best  possible : 
pair,  appeared  to  excite  Maxtor  Bruin's  particu 
attention. 

I  Tciy  much  widied  to  preserve  this  crcat 
alive,  that  I  might  try  and  tame  him.  In 
however,  I  was  destined  to  be  disappointed; 
what  with  the  beating  I  vias  obUgeii  to  give  him  1 
keep  him  quiot,  and  the  savage  attack  of  the  dc 
he  died  just  as  we  came  within  aght  of  the  cle 
ing.  When  we  skinned  him,  wo  found  his  ad 
much  lacerated  where  the  dog  had  bitten  hii 
From  the  exaggerated  description  Dennis  had  gird 
me  of  his  size,  I  fully  expected  to  find  him  as 
big  OS  a  bullock.  He,  however,  only  >vcigfaod  a 
hundred  and  fifty-seven  pounds,  whicli,  for  a  bev 
of  two  years  old,  whicli  appeared  to  bo  his  age,  'n, 
I  believe,  the  average  weight. 

The  summer  of  1825  was  warm,  even  for  Canada, 
where  this  season  is  always  hot  The  thermomA- 
tcr  often  raugcd  above  90°  in  the  shada  Budi 
weather  would  be  quite  unbearable,  were  it  not 
for  a  fine  breeze  which  almost  invariably  spiings 
Dp  from  the  westward  between  ten  and  eleven 
o'clock  iu  the  forenoon,  and  continues  till 
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CANADIAN   THUKDER-STOKMS. 

Hie  nights  are  cooler  in  proportion  to  the  heat  of 
1^  daj,  than  in  England. 

This  climate  is  subject  to  violent  thunder-storms, 
accnroponied  bv  vivid  forked  lightning  and  heavy 
rain,  which  greatly  tend  to  cool  the  air  and  make 
the  country  more  healthy.  Fatal  accidents,  how- 
ever, sometimes  occur,  and  houses  and  barns  are 
bomi  down  by  the  electric  fluid,  and  I  have  no 
doabt  that,  were  it  not  for  tho  proximity  of  the 
woods,  a  great  deal  more  damage  would  be 
done. 

The  lofty  trees  serve  as  conductors,  particularly 
the  pine  and  hemlock,  the  former,  from  its  great 
height  above  all  the  other  trees  of  tho  fore^ 
being  much  more  likely  to  be  struck  by  the  li^t- 
ning  than  any  other.  It  is  a  curious  foct  that 
the  electric  fluid  invariably  follows  the  grain  of 
Uio  wood.  I  have  often  noticed  in  pines  which 
had  been  struck,  that  the  fluid  had  followed  tho 
grain  in  a  spiral  form,  encircling  tho  tree  three  or 
four  Urnea  in  its  descent  to  the  earth.  I  have 
myself  witnessed  some  extraordinary  effects  pro- 
by  lightning.  I  remember  that,  not  more 
two  years  once,  I  had  occasion  to  go  out  into 

,e  township  of  Douro  to  attend  the  sitting  of  the 
,ci],  of  which  I  was  then  a  member,  and 
I  had,  on  my  way,  to  pass  through  a  small  clear- 
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ing  oocn|aed  bj  an    Irish   settler,  ooe  Ja 

Lyncb. 

Tills  man,  to  save  trouble,  had  left  geyenj  large 
bemlock  trees  near  his  house.    These  trees  had 
beeu  dead  for  some  years,  consoqueotly  the  wooJj 
was  tolerably  dry.  *     The  day  before,  there  badj 
been  a  terrific  thunder-storm  which  struck  tbti 
lai^gest,  wtiich  was  fully  four  feet  iu  diatnfitei;] 
sbivcnog  it  from  top  to  bottom,  and  throwing  Uh] 
pieces  around  for  upwards  of  sixty  yards  in  eveiy 
direction.    If  a  barrel  of  gunpowder  bad  been' 
placed  under  the  tree,  greater  devastation  oodd 
not  have  been  made.     Lynch  told  mc  that  tb« 
storm  had  been  very  severe  in  that  neighbour- 
hood. 

"  We  were  at  dinner,"  he  said,  "  when  the  dread- 
ful flash  came  which  shattered  that  tree.  We  were 
all  knocked  down  by  the  shock,  and  narrowlj 
escaped  being  killed,  not  only  by  the  lightDiii^, 
but  by  the  pieces  of  timber  which  were,  as  yon 
may  observe,  scattered  iu  all  directions." 

After  a  thunder-storm,  attended  by  heavy  rain, 
a  substance  very  much  resembling  sulphur  is  left 
floating  on  all  the  pouts,  which  many  people  believe 
to  bo  sulphur.     This,  however,  Is  tjuito  a  mis- 

■  It  j*  Well  knon-n  ilmt  dry  iiiat«i  oHtn  s  gKoicr  miauiwe  tt 
the  cl«ctm  niiid  than  tli*  gncn. 
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Ue,  for  it  is,  in  reality,  noUiing  toore  than  the 
Ariaa  from  the  cone  of  the  pine  trees.     I  have 
abserred  tbia  eulxstancc  equally  abundant  on  the 
Huron  tract,  many  mites  firom  any  pine  grove.    It 
mm,  therefore,  from  its  lightness,  hare  been  car- 
ried up  into  the  air,  from  whence  it  has  been 
beaten  down  by  the  rain. 


TOL.  I. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


aAiaiNQ  "  null." — ojc*»tv  or  thk  faxxduh  ictuuh. — it 

(to     orONlBBB. RUUOU     COMVHTANOK.—  □HIAOaOUNOaiTWI'^ 
LBAH.VBtl     LAItUUlHJ).— COUOVKO. OTUNaUU!     KIVXB. tsBXt 

or  ooit>'«  LiHDrno. — smon  or  rtMBviu^o  ixDumT. 

P       Oun  harvest,  with  the  exception  of  some 
oats,  was  all  carefully  housed  by  tho  1 8th  of  At 

i  gust.  Voiy  little  grain  is  stacked  out  in 
country  :  even  the  hay  is  put  up  in  barns, 
timber  can  be  had  for  the  cuttings  log  or 
bams  can  bo  built  very  cheaply.  I  would  cer- 
tainly recommend  frame  in  preference  to  log- 
buildings. 

Square  timber,  fit  for  framing,  can  be  purchased 
from  four  to  five  dollars  per  hundred  feet,  running 
moasuro.  Twelve  hundred  feet  are  sutGcient, 
Ttrying  in  size  from  four  inches  to  a  foot  square. 
Thi«  quantity  will  frame  a  bom  fifty  feet  long  by 
tliirty  feet  wide,  and  sixteen  in  height,  from  the 
silt  to  the  plate  which  supports  the  roof.  Twelve 
thousand  feet  of  boards  and  plank,  at  five  dollan 
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Ibonaud,  superficial  measure,  will  be  enougb 
wioM  the  frame,  aod  lay  the  iliresliing-floor. 
■d  board  the  rrxtf  ready  for  shingling. 

n>e  best  ood  cheopcsC  method  of  bani-buildiug 
itu  foUom :  In  tbo  winter  season  cut  and  square 
with  tbo  broad  axe  all  the  frame  timber  yuu  re- 
quite, aod  dnw  it  home  to  the  plaoe  you  bavc 
fixed  on  for  the  building,  and  from  the  saw-mill 
lU  liui  lumber  you  require.     As  soon  as  the  wea- 
ther is  warm  enough  hire  a  iiamer,  whose  business 
ii  to  mark  out  all  the  tenons  and  mortices,  and 
lo  uakc  or  guficriutcnd  tbo  making  of  tlicin. 
When  ready,  the  building  is  put  togetlier  in  what 
iialJ«d  bouts,  each  bent  consisting  of  two  posts, 
CM  on  each  side  of  the  building,  connected  toge- 
llier  by  a  strong  beam  running  across  the  building. 
He  foundation  is  composed  of  twelve  cedar  blocks, 
tlireo  feet  long,  sunk  two-thirds  of  their  depth  into 
tbegrDaod,one  under  each  corner  of  the  barn,  and 
tuwlcr  tJio  foot  of  each  po6L  These  blocks  support 
IIh  siUa,  which  are  firmly  united  at  the  corner  to 
the  cmas^ills.     The  bent«,  four  in  number,  arc 
Ibcoi  laid  on  this  foundation,  and  are  ready  for 
aau^  which  is  done  by  calling  a  "  bee."  Thirty- 
fw  tool  an  ample  for  this  service — more  aro  only 
ia  Utfl  way.      £very  two  persons  should  be  pro- 
•niai  with  a  light  balsam  or  oedar  pole,  fifteen 
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feet  in  length,  shod  at  the  end  with  a  ring  and 
strong  spike.  These  pike-poles  are  laid  in  order 
in  fntnt  of  the  bent  to  be  raised,  one  between 
each  person.  AU  being  ready,  the  franier  gives 
the  word  "attention,"  when  each  man  lays  hold 
of  the  bent,  one  man  being  stationed  at  the  foot 
of  each  post  with  a  hand-spike,  which  he  presses 
against  it  to  prevent  its  slipping.  "  Yeo  Iieave!" 
is  then  shouted  by  the  franier,  at  wliich  every 
man  lifts,  watting  always  for  the  word,  and  lift- 
ing together.  As  soon  as  the  beat  is  lifted  as 
high  as  they  can  reach  the  pike,  poles  are 
driven  into  the  beam,  and  the  bent  is  soon  in 
perpendicular  position.  Several  pikes  are  then 
stuck  into  the  opposite  side  to  keep  the  bent 
from  being  swayed  over,  until  the  tenons  on  the 
foot  of  the  post  is  entered  into  the  mortice  on 
sill :  it  is  then  secured  by  stays,  until  the  nc 
bent  is  raised,  when  the  girts  connect  them  t 
gother.  In  this  manner  all  the  bents  are  raised ; 
the  wall-platos  are  then  lifted  upon  the  buildiu, 
whicli  connect  all  the  bents.  The  tenon  on  t. 
top  of  each  post  goes  through  the  plate,  and 
firmly  pinned  ;  the  putting  up  the  rafters  coi 
pletcs  the  frame.  The  raising  of  a  building 
this  siKe  should  not  occupy  more  than  three  quar- 
ters of  a-day.    No  liquor  should  be  served  out 
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BEACTY  OF  CANADIAN  A0TUMN. 

Ute  swann  of  working  bees  till  the  raising  is 
OTcr,  m  nmny  serious  accidenU  having  occurred 
for  want  of  this  precaution. 

I  am  particular  in  giving  lliesc  descriptions^ 
because  I  flatter  myself  they  may  prove  useful  to 
Lbe  future  colonist. 

The  fiist  week  in  September  we  commenced 
sowing  our  fall-wheat,  and  finished  on  the  tenth, 
which  is  considered  in  good  season.  I  would  by 
all  means  recommend  early  sowing,  especially  on 
old  dcared  farms.  Lato  sown  wheat  is  more 
liable  to  winter-kill  and  rust.  In  lact,  you  can 
hardly  sow  too  early  to  ensure  a  good  crop. 

September  is  the  most  beautiful  month  in  the 
Oanadian  year.  The  weather  is  neither  too  hot 
DOT  too  cold.  Nothing  can  be  more  delightfully 
pleasant ;  for,  in  i\iis  month,  tho  foliage  of  the 
trees  begins  to  put  on  that  gorgeous  Uvcry  for 
which  the  North  American  continent  is  so  justly 
cdebrated.  Every  variety  of  tint^  from  the  brightest 
acarlet  and  deepest  orange,  yellow  and  green,  with 
tU  the  intennedtate  shades  blended  together,  fona 
one  of  the  most  boautiful  natural  pictures  you  can 
poasibly  conceive. 

I  received  a  very  pressing  iDTitation  from  my 
wife's  brother-in-law,  who  resided  near  tho  foot 
Ktce  Lake,  in  tJie  townaiup  oi  Otooabeet  to 


VISIT  TO   CrrOKABEB. 

come  and  spend  a  few  days  with  him.  As  an 
ditional  iDduceincnt,  he  promised  to  show  met 
capital  duck-shooting.  I  was  too  fond  of  fowl 
to  decline  such  an  invitation  as  this.  Besidos;! 
wished  to  sec  that  new  scttlomont.  The  township 
lies  north  of  Rice  Lake,  which  forms  its  sonthern 
boundary  :  it  is  tJie  largest  in  the  county  of 
Peterborough,  with  the  exception  of  Harvey.  Ote- 
nabec  contains  above  eighty  thousand  acres,  and 
is  now  the  most  populous  as  well  as  one  of  the 
most  fertile  townships  in  the  county,  wliich,  at  the 
time  of  which  I  aiu  writing,  had  been  just  opened 
by  the  Oovemmcut  for  location. 

The  only  practicable  road  then  to  this  settle* 
moot  was  from  Oobourg,  distant  twelve  milts 
from  the  southern  shore  of  Rico  Lake,  leading 
over  a  chain  of  hills,  the  highest  of  which  is,  I  be- 
lieve, about  seven  hundred  feet  above  the  levd  of 
Lake  Ontario,  and  from  whence,  on  a  very  dear 
day,  the  opposite  shore  may  be  seen,  though  tin 
distance  is  nearly  sixty-five  miles.  I  have  heard 
this  statement  disputed,  but  I  am  perfectly  con- 
nnced  of  the  truth  from  having  m^'sclf  seen,  on 
several  occasions,  the  United  States'  shore  of  the 
lake  from  White's  Hill,  which  is  eeverol  hundrod 
feet  lower. 

It  was  arranged  that  I  should  driTO  my  wifo 
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u  Cobourg,  and  learo  her  with  some  fricads 
my  return.     I  ms  to  take  out  with  mc  from 

Idmrg  the  geotlcDUui's  sister,  Miss  Jane  W , 

iki  was  to  retam  with  me. 

Vie  left  Darlington  in  a  one-horse  plcat>ure- 

nggftu — eo  called,  or  rather  mis-called,  hy  the 

■aliTea.     For  m^  part,  I  never  could  find  in  what 

the  pleasure  consisted,  unless  in  being  jerked 

'  rmj  minute  two  or  three  feet  from  your  seat  hy 

the  unorenness  of  the  road  and  want  of  spiings 

I B  jroor  vehicle,  or  the  next  moment  being  soused 

'  to  the  axletree  ia  a  mud-bole,  from  whicli,  per- 

lups,  you  were  obliged  to  extricate  your  carriage 

by  the  help  of  a  lever  in  the  shape  of  a  rail  taken 

from  some  former's  fence  by  the  roadside.     You 

■re  DO  sooner  freed  Arom  this  Charybdis,  than  you 

&11  into  Scylla,  fonned  by  half  a  mile  of  corduroy- 

faridgei  made  of  round  logs,  varying  from  nine  to 

SAsen  inches  in  diameter,  which,  as  you  may 

inpposi^  docs  not  make  the  moat  even  surface 

tmagiiiable.  and  orcr  which  you  are  jolted  in  the 

nnigbest  style  po$«bte,  at  the  expense  of  your 

breath  and  injury  of  your  person.     I  am  happy 

lo  aay  that  better  roads  and  a  better  description 

of  pleasare-earriages  have  superseded  these  in- 

oDoreaieat  couvcyauccs. 

the  iostitutioQ  of  county  councils,  and 
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the  fonnatioQ  of  towns  and  townships  into  minuJ 
cipatities,  great  attcntioD  haa  been  bestowed,  audi 
lai;go  sums  of  money  voted,  for  tbe  improTeiueial 
of  roads  and  bridges ;  and  several  JoinUsUxil 
companies,  cliartcrcd  by  the  Tronncial  ?arlii-| 
mcnt,  have  completed  sundry  lines  of  plauk  ud  I 
macadamized  roads,  on  which  toll-gates  hate] 
been  erected.  What  has  already  been  done  in  I 
tliis  way  has  added  greatly  to  the  wealth  and  set-  j 
tlement  of  the  province.  No  one  can  understand,  J 
indeed,  except  the  early  settler,  wlmt  a  blessing  i] 
good  road  is,  especially  to  those  who  are  too  far 
back  for  the  benefit  of  water  communicatioD. 

The  day  was  fine  and  clear  when  wc  startod, 
and  we  congratulated  ourselves  on  the  prospect 
of  a  pleasant  journey,  wliicli,  I  am  sottj  to  say, 
was  not  to  be  verified.  Distant  thunder  soon 
warned  us  that  we  might  expect  a  storm.  We 
hurried  on  as  fast  as  possible,  in  hope  wo  mi|^t 
be  able  to  get  through  the  nine-mile  woods;  in 
the  township  of  Ckrke,  before  the  bursting  of  the 
storm.  In  this,  however,  we  were  di5appoint«d ; 
for,  before  we  were  half  through  the  woods,  the 
rain  fell  in  torrents,  accompanied  by  the  loudest 
thunder  and  most  vivid  lightning  I  had  ever  seen.  J 
After  above  an  hour's  most  pitiless  pelting,  we 
found    ourselves  suddenly  before  a  small  log- 
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in  front  of  which,  swinging  between  two 
npriglit  posts,  a  cross-bar  conuccting  them  at  the 
lop,  depended  a  sign,  on  which  was  described,  in 
lafge  characters,  for  the  infonnation  of  all  way- 
worn or  thirsty-travellers,  "  that  good  liquor, 
good  beds,  and  good  accommodations,  both  for 
man  and  horse,  could  be  had  from  the  propriotur, 
Thomas  Tamer  Ortou." 

Although  from  the  outward  appearance  of  the 
premises  wo  did  not  expect  the  best  accommoda- 
tioa.  we  thought  anything  better  than  being  ex- 
posed longer  to  th«  fuiy  of  tlie  storm,  so  giv- 
ing our  horse  and  waggon  to  the  charge  of  the 
osUer,  we  entered  Mr.  Orton's  tavern,  and  de- 
manded to  be  shown  into  a  private;  room,  which 
request  we  found  it  was  out  of  the  power  of  mine 
host  to  comply  with,  seeing  he  had  only  one 
apartment,  which  answered  the  treble  purpose  of 
parlour,  kitchen,  and  bar-room.  Besides  this 
genend  apartment  there  were  two  small  bedrooms 
on  the  ground-floor.  Luckily  for  us,  a  good  firu 
blazed  on  the  ami>le  hearth,  its  only  occupant,  in 
the  shape  of  a  guest,  being  a  gentleman  from  Port 
Hope,  who,  like  ourselves,  had  just  taken  refuge 
from  the  storm. 

While  our  clothes  were  being  dried,  oar  hostess 
prepared   dinner,  which  consisted  of  a  boiled 
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chicken,  eggs,  and  fried  h&m,  nhich  we  found 
excellent,  and,  as  a  prcvcntivo  against  catching 
cold,  after  the  soaking  we  had  got,  I  ordered  soma 
whiskey-punch,  which  1  have  always  found  very 
efficacious  on  such  occasions.  Some  people  Te-M 
commend  tea  made  from  the  boughs  of  the  hem- 
lock-pine, which,  1  dare  say,  is  excellent  for  some 
constitutions;  but  it  never  agreed  half  so  well 
with  mine  aa  the  former  antidote,  which  I  can  f 
conscientiously  recommend — but,  like  all  other 
medicines,  an  over-^ose  may  do  more  harm 
than  good. 

Our  host,  who  appeared  to  make  himself  quite 
at  home  in  liis  own  house,  joined  in  the  conver- 
sation, and  being  very  communicative  about  bisj 
own  affairs,  wanted  us  to  be  equally  so  aboutj 
oure.     His  eccentricity  greatly  amused  us.     He 
informed  me  that  he  was  by  birth  a  Yorkshireman, ' 
and  that  he  had  been  in  business  in  London,  when ' 
he  had  built  some  fine  "place"  or  "terrace,"  whidi 
still  bore  his  name.    He  spouted  Latin  oocasiot 
ally,  and  showed  mo  a  Greek  lexicon,  which 
told  mc  was  his  constant  companion.     His 
stock  of  Latin  and  Greek  consisted  only  of  a  fei 
words  and  sentencoM  he  had  picked  up,  and  wliic 
he  quoted  ostentatiously  before  the  ignorant,  who 
<rf  course  thought  him  a  prodigy  of  learning. 
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^^^s  it  coDtioued  to  rain  all  the  evening,  I  was 
PV^ged  to  giro  orders  to  have  tay  horse  put  up 
for  the  night,  anil  also  to  Kee  what  aocommodar 
tioD  could  be  had  for  ourselves.  I  found  oa 
ezaminatJon  thai  this  was  bad  enough — at  least 
I  thought  90  then,  though  many  a  time  since 
I  should  have  been  happy  to  obttuu  any  half  as 
^ood. 

^fe  We  started  early  next  morning,  and  reached 

^Oobourg,  without  any  farther  adTenture,  about 

Duon  on  the  same  day.     We  halted  there  throe 

days.    I  left  my  wife  with  our  friends,  and  took 

charge  of  iliss  W^^  to  escort  her  to  her  bro- 

\    ther'a  bouse. 

^^  We  left  Cobourg  for  Rice  Lake,  which  waa  dis- 
^mnt  about  twclvo  or  thirteen  miles  front  thence. 
'    It  was  a  delight^l  momiog  in  October  ;  and  our 
rood,  though  very  bad,  and  in  some  places  posi- 
I    tivety  dangerous,  where  it  descended  into  the  deep 
ruTines,  was  at  the  same  time  so  picturesque  that 
I    we  were  quite  delighted  with  our  drive,  and  par- 
!     tictilarly  so  wlien,  emerging  from  tlio  woods,  we 
entered  liamittoQ-plains,  aud  beheld  in  the  dis- 
tance the  glittering  waters  of  Rice  Lake,  and  the 
gem-like  islands  which  adorn  its  uurutSod  sur- 
face. 

Rice  Lake,  or  the  Lake  of  the  Burning  Plains, 
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as  it  is  called  in  the  Indian  language,  is  a  line : 
of  water,  twenty-sc\'en  miles  in  length  from 
to  west,  varying  from  two  to  three  and  a  tialf  mi 
in  width.  About  six  miles  from  its  head  on 
northern  shore  it  receives  the  waters  of  the  Ot 
□abee  river,  which,  rising  near  the  head-waters  of 
the  Madawoska,  flows  in  nearly  a  westerly  direc^ 
tion  into  Bulsani  Lake,  where  it  takes  a  mc 
southerly  direction,  forming  in  its  course  a  si 
cession  of  beautiful  lakes  for  upwards  of 
miles.  Ten  miles  above  Peterborough,  and  dPl 
rcctly  opposite  my  own  farm  in  the  township  o! 
Uouro,  it  Huddenly  contracts  its  channel  and  be- 
comes a  rapid  and  impetuous  stream.  According 
to  a  surv-ey  ordered  by  the  government,  it  wis 
ascertained  that  from  a  point  on  my  farm,  at  the 
foot  of  Kawchewahnoonk  Lake,  and  dbtaut  from 
Peterborough  nearly  ten  miles,  there  is  a  fall  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-seven  foot,  afibrding  an 
unlimited  water-power,  which  has  already  been 
extcnavoly  applied  not  only  in  the  town  of  Peter- 
borough, where  several  fine  flour  and  saw-mills 
have  been  erected,  but  also  in  the  townships 
through  which  it  flows. 

At  Peterborough  the  rapids  cease,  from  whence 
the  river  becomes  navigable  for  steam-boats  to 
the  Rice  Lake,  at  tho  distance  of  twenty-c 
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miles,  which  it  enters  after  a  couwo  of  fully  two 
hundred  and  fifty  miles. 

The  Indian  river  takes  its  rise  close  to  Stony 
Lake,  &oni  which  it  is  only  divided  by  a  narrow 
ndge  of  gninito :  this  ridge  has  been  cut  across 
at  the  sole  cxpouso  of  the  Hon.  Zachous  Burntiam 
and  Dr.  John  Gilchrist,  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining a  larger  supply  of  water  for  the  use  of 
their  mills  at  Warsaw,  in  Dumnicr  and  Kcone,  in 
Otooabee,  thus  connecting  the  two  rivers  by  this 
cuol.  This  river  flows  through  the  townships  of 
Dammer,  Dotiro,  and  Otouabec,  its  wliole  course 
not  exceeding  thirty-five  or  forty  miles,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  small  litreanis.  Ko  other  river 
of  consequence  flows  into  Rice  Lake. 

Our  drive  over  the  plains  vras  truly  delightful. 
New  beauties  presented  thenuolres  at  every  step. 
It  cao  hardly  be  imagined  what  a  relief  it  is  to 
the  eye,  after  travelling  for  miles  through  a  dense 
forest,  to  see  such  a  beautiful  landscape  suddenly 
borst  on  your  sight 

For  nearly  three  miles  our  road  lay  tbroo^ 
nauinU  park-like  scenery,  flpwcry  knolls,  'deep 
nvines,  and  oak-cronncd  hills,  with  every  now 
and  then  the  blue  waters  of  the  lake  glittering 
throi^  the  trees.  Our  path  now  entered  a  deep 
and  Gncly-wooded  ravine,  which  wound  round  the 
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base  of  steep  hills  on  either  hand,  risiDg  to 
considerable  height,  their  suminits  crowned 
and  there  with  beautiful  clumps  of  oak. 

For  nearly  a  mile  we  followed  the  sharp  d' 
and  windings  of  the  beautiful  vallej,  till  a  sud' 
turning  of  the  road  revealed  to  our  sight  tbe 
whole  expanse  of  this  fine  sheet  of  water.  Koi 
ripple  dimpled  the  surface ;  but,  mirror-like,  it  Uf 
with  all  its  lovely  islands  thickljr  wooded  to  tlMir 
summits  with  the  sugar-maple,  which  rose,  tiM 
above  tree,  up  the  steep  aaccut  of  these  couiol 
islets,  whicli,  reflected  in  the  clear  lake,  added 
Dew  beauties  to  the  scene. 

A  few  minutes  more  brought  us  to  the  taven^ 
a  small  log-house,  kept  by  one  Uarid  Tidy,  a  voy 
respectable  Scotchman.     Tbe  situation  of  this 
man's  farm  is  one  of  the  bent  on  the  lake  shore.  I 
It  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Alfired  Hayward, 
whose  good  taste  has  added  greatly  to  its  natural 
beauties.     Mrs.  JIayward,  who  is  an  accomplished, 
artist,  has  taken  a  view  of  tbe  lake  from  her' 
Icn,  and  abo  one  of  Tort  Hope,  both  of  which 
we  been  lithographed,  and  are  much  admired. 

Tidy's  tavern,  and  two  other  Ic^-bouscs,  were 
at  this  time  the  only  settlements  on  the  Rice  lake 
plains,  which  extend  for  nearly  twenty  miles  along 
the  south  shore,  forming  the  rear  of  the  townships 
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ivf  [lamiltoD  and  Alnnick,  but  which  are  now 
dotted  over  with  fino  productive  farms,  substantial 
RtoQC,  brick,  OF  frame-houses,  full-bearing  orchards, 
and  possessing  in  fact  almost  every  comfort  ant) 
conTenience  a  farmer  could  wish. 

The  pretty  village  of  Gore's  Landing  is  built 
partly  oa  the  lot  formerly  possessed  by  Tidy,  and 
'partly  on  tbc  adjotDing  lot  at  present  occupied  by 
,0^iUiii  Gore,  from  whom  the  village  takes  its 
name.  The  gentlemen  in  this  neighbourhood 
jlitTe,  nearly  at  their  own  expense,  built  a  very 
iwat  church,  which  is  romantically  situated  on  the 
top  of  a  high  bill  overlooking  the  lake.  In  sum- 
mer time  nothing  can  exceed  the  beauty  of  this 
spot,  or  be  more  suitable  for  the  erection  of  a  fane 
dedicated  to  Uim 

^ft  "^VboteUtspteiaaUapMel" 

This  village  contains  two  excellent  taverns,  a 
Urge  steam  saw-mill,  two  stores,  and  several 
I  other  buildiDgs,  Two  steam-boats,  the  "Royal 
'George"  and  "  Forester,"  leave  it  daily  for  Peter- 
burougli,  distant  twenty-five  miles,  making  their 
return-trip  the  same  day.  Another  steamer  is 
bung  constructed  to  run  from  the  village  of 
Keane,  on  the  Indian  river  in  Otonabee  down  tbc 
Trent  as  far  as  Ileely's  Falls  and  back  to  Gore's 
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Landing.     These  boats  meet  Welter's  line  of  mail- 
stages  at  one  o'clock,  p.m.     A  line  line  of  plank- 
road  has  been  constructed   from  this    place 
Cobourg,  avoiding  all  tlio  high  hills.      The  s 
time  is  an  hour  and  a  half  between  lake  an< 
lake. 

As  nearly  all  the  lumber  and  sliJngles  tnanu- 
factured  at  Peterborough  and  the  neighbouring 
townships,  intended  for  exportation  to  the  United 
States,  must  be  either  lauded  here  or  at  Bewdley, 
at  the  head  of  the  lake,  whence  it  is  conveyed  across 
in  waggons  to  Port  Hope  or  Cobourg,  this  Tillage 
bids  fair  to  become  a  stirring  little  place. 

One  of  my  objects  in  writing  this  work  is  to: 
point  out  wliat  the  country  was  twenty-seven- 
years  ago,  and  what  it  is  now,  showing  clearly  that 
what  appeared  to  the  pioneer  of  those  days  m- 
surmountable  difficulties,  have  by  persevering  in- 
dustry been  overcome,  "  and  the  howling  wilder- 
ness made  to  blossom  as  the  rose."  The  desolating 
torrent  has  been  utilized  and  restrained ;  mills  am 
factories  have  been  erected  j  bridges  span 
broadest  rivers,  and  ma^iificent  steamers  plough 
our  inland  seas.  Nor  is  this  all :  the  first  sod  of 
a  railway  has  been  turned,  which  is  ultimately 
intended  to  connect  Lake  Huron  with  Halifi 
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■ad  BoetoD,  bringing  the  riches  of  the  Far  West 
ttuDogh  its  natural  channel  to  the  sea. 

NoUiing,  indeed,  bat  industry  and  enterprise 

ii  needed  to   change   the  waste  and   solitary 

jhces  of  Upper  Canada  into  a  garden  of  Eden, 

-vkich  it  is  designed  by  the  Supreme  Architect 

to  become. 
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CHAPTER  VL 


troOtl-DCCK  RHOOTIN'O.— jinVRHTDRB  ON  RICE  UBR. — ULHII 
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After  committing  the  care  of  my  horse  to  ov 
landlord,  I  ordered  dinner  to  be  got  ready  im-' 
mediately,  as  we  had  thirteen  miles  to  row,  and 

I   wiahed    to   reach   Jlr.  W 's  before  dark. 

Our  hostess  exerted   herself,  and  we  soon  satf 
down  to  a  sumptuous  feast,  consisting  of  a  brace 
of  fine  fat  wood-ducks  and  fried  black  baas,  t 
dishes  I  am  particularly  fond  of,  and  which 
tliis  time  of  the  year  can  always  be  obtained 
tlie  lake. 

The  wood-duck  is  a  delicious  bird.  It  makes  its 
appearance  early  in  the  spring,  as  soon  as  the  ice 
breaks  up.  It^plumage  is  very  fine — 1  should  say 
the  most  beautiful  of  any  «f  its  species.  Its  bead 
and  upper  part  of  the  neck  arc  dark  green ;  .from 
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of  the  head  a  long  crest  depends,  richlj 

led   with  groen,  white,  and  dark  purple 

The  lower  part  of  the  throat  anJ 

i»  cinDamon    npeckled    with   white,  Imt 

nAa  the  wings  and  sides  towards  the  tail,  grej, 

feeckled  and  fringed  with  black  ;  the  back  of  the 

■hp  dark  blue  and  black  feathers.    The  wood- 

wb.  freqacnts  ctose-woodcd  streams,  little  ba3r8, 

Wd  nooks,  sitting  upon  old  logs  or  the  litnb»  of 

4mf  which  hare  fallen  into  the  water.    It  feeds 

Ml  the  wild  rice,  and  i^  very  hi  from  the  middle 

of  August  to  NoTcmber,  when  it  migrates  to  a 

turner  cliniate.    This  kind  of  duck  is  more 

iwilj  approached  than  any  other.     The  sports- 

lau)  should  be  seated  near  the  centre  of  a  small 

nuoe,  his  gun  lying  before  him  roadj  cocked, 

vtten  he  should  paddle  very  cautiously  through 

the  rice,  keeping  his  hco'l  as  low  as  possible.     A 

penoo  who  understands  the  mitnagomcut  of  a 

Guoe  can  generoUy  get  within  twenty-five  or 

thirty  yards  before  he  is  seen,  which  gives  him 

implc  opportunity  to  put  down  his  paddle  and 

lake  his  gun,  in  time  to  firo  both  barrels.     Id 

this  manner  1  have  often  killed  from  fifteen  to 

lvcnt]F  iftncc  in  a  few  hours. 

After  diuoer  we  hired  a  skiff  and  proceeded  on 

voyage.    The  kke  was  calm,  so  wc  made 
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good  progress,  passing  tho  Indian  Tillage 
ing  to  t)ic  Mississauga  tribe  of  ladiaas,  a  br 
of  the  Chippewas,  which  t  shall  have  occasioB 
speak  of  horcafttir,  Pantaush's  point,  Deidgns ! 
and  the  emboiichure  of  the  Indian  river;  andjn 
at  dusk  lauded  opposite  my  friend's  house,  pr 
well  tired,  though  much  delighted  with  our  daj 
journey.    We  were  received  with  a  welcome  sqd 
as  onlj  a  backwoodsman  knows  how  to  give, 
half  an  hour  I  felt  as  much  at  home  as  if 
belonged  to  the  familj. 

During  mj  stay  hero,  which  was  upwards 
wook,  I  amused  myself  with  fishing  and  shooUn 
The  fall  and  winter  duck  were  beginning  to  coe 
in  from  the  north,  a  sure  sign  that  hard  weat 
was  close  at  Imnd. 

We  had  had  an  early  spring  and  a  long 
summer.     Generally  speaking,  ttie  ground  do 
not  close  till  about  the  middle  of  Xovembcr ; 
this  year  tlie  frost  set  in  much  earlier.    It  did 
not,  however,   continue,  for  the  ground  again 
opened,  and  we  had  nearly  two  weeks  of  bcau-_ 
tiful  Indian  summer  in  the  early  part  of  Nfl 
^njber. 

On  the,  1 7th  the  ice  was  sufficiently  wong 
skate  upon.    On  the  27th  day  of  October  tlie 
*"w^  weather  commenced,  and  as  there  was 


ADVENTURE   ON   RICB  LAKE. 

flhc  lake  freezing,  we  determined  to  start  for 
tJie  following  moroing.  I  accordingly 
made  the  necessary  preparations,  and  bired  an  old 
iDan-of-war'»-niaD,  one  Robert  Kudpatb,  to  row  us 
up  the  lake  to  Tidy's. 

It  froze  hard  during  the  night.  The  ice  was 
fully  half  aa  inch  ttiick  on  the  bays,  and  along 
tlie  maigin  of  the  lake  we  tvere  obliged  to  break 
a  pASSBge  for  the  skiff  for  upwards  of  (ifiy  yards 
before  wc  got  into  clear  water.  It  wis  cold,  and 
blew  fresh  from  the  north-west,  and  the  wind  being 
directly  down  the  lake,  caused  a  licavy  swell, which 
increased  every  minute.  As  the  gale  freshened, 
our  ritiff  sliipped  so  much  water  that  we  thought 
it  prudent  to  put  across  to  the  Alnwick  shore, 
which  was  more  under  the  lee,  being  sheltered  by 
islands.  While  passing  near  one  of  these,  I 
obaorved  some  person  walking  to  and  fro,  appa- 
rmtly  making  signals  of  distress.  I  called  Red- 
path's  attention  to  this,  and  bade  him  "  row  to 
the  shore  that  we  might  ascertain  what  be  want- 
ed." This  our  boatman  posiU^'ely  refused  to  do, 
saying  that  "  he  had  liired  himself  to  ferry  us  to 
Tid/s,  and  he  was  not  bound  to  go  half  a  mile 
oat  of  l^vtay  to  hunt  after  every  infernal  In^ne 
(Indian)  wu  might  sec  on  our  rood." 

I,  bowevcr,  insisted  on  his  immediately  coin^\^- 


7« 


ADVENTORB  0»   QICE    LAKE. 


iog  with  my  request.  It  was  fortunate  I  did  si, 
for  on  landing  we  found  a  man  walking  back- 
wards and  forwards  tr^nng  to  keep  himself  wflrm. 
Indeed,  the  poor  fellow  looked  nearly  frozen.  He 
seemed  to  have  lost  all  power  over  bis  limbs,  and 
was  quite  unable  to  articulate.  I  made  Redpath 
light  a  tire,  and  in  the  uicautlme  I  gave  the  man 
a  dram  from  our  whiskey-bottle,  which  greatij 
revived  him.  We  soon  had  a  blazing  fire,  whici 
had  the  desired  elfcct  of  unloosing  the  tongue  of 
our  new  acquaintance,  and  he  informed  us,  "  he 
was  one  of  the  Irish  emigrants  sent  off  by  Go- 
vernment under  the  superintcndsnce  of  t^e 
Honourable  Peter  Robinson ;  that  severa.!  hun- 
dreds of  them  had  been  forwarded  from  Cobourg 
to  Rice  Lake,  a  few  days  before,  on  their  way  to 
the  new  settlements  up  the  Otonabee  River,  and 
were  now  camptMJ  at  Tidy's,  lie  and  his  friend^ 
a  man  of  the  name  of  Daly,  a  tailor  by  trade, 
wished  to  settle  in  the  townsliip  of  Asphodel, 
the  River  Trent.  They  had  accordingly  taken 
boat  and  had  rowed  down  the  lake  in  the  h 
of  reaching  Crook's  Rapids  on  the  Trent  before 
nightfall.  Irishman-like,  their  only  stores  ft 
the  voyage  consisted  of  a  bottle  of  wfckey, 
which  it  appears  they  applied  themselves  m 
diligently  than  to  the  navigation  of  their 
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which  they  let  drift  at  the  mercy  of  the  winda 
and  waves  while  they  slept 

They  did  not  wake  up  from  their  drunken 
slambers  till  dark,  when  they  found  themselves 
ituck  in  a  Hce  bed,  and  unable  to  extricate  thea]> 
selves  from  the  dilemma  in  which  they  were 
placed ;  vrhereupon  they  again  had  recourse  to 
tiie  bottle,  which  this  time  proved  fatal  to  Daly 
who,  being  very  drunk,  fell  overboard.  His  com- 
panion, however,  managed  to  catch  hold  of  him 
and  succeeded  in  getting  him  into  the  boat  only 
to  suffer  a  more  lingering  death,  for  he  was  frozen 
fUflf  before  morning  dawned,  nio  survivor 
had  covered  his  unfortunate  companion  with  a 
blanket,  the  only  one  they  had  with  them,  in 
the  hope  it  would  keep  him  from  perishing  with 
cold  daring  tlio  night,  which  care,  liowevcr,  proved 
anavailing.  He  managed  at  dawn  to  extricate 
the  boat  from  the  rice  bod,  but  not  being  able  to 
row  BO  large  a  boat,  especially  in  his  present  con- 
diUon,  she  drifted  upon  the  point  of  the  Ishuid 
on  which  we  found  him. 

An  soon  as  he  was  well  warmed  and  refreshed, 
we  proceeded  to  the  place  pointed  out  by  him, 
where  n^Vfound  the  boat  thumping  in  the  surf^ 
on  a  lodge  of  rocks.  After  hauling  it  up,  we 
proceeded  to  lift  the  blanket,  whea  a  shockiuf^ 
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sight  prcscDtod  itself.  Tbc  dead  man 
sitting  upright  on  the  seat,  with  his  mouth  u 
eyes  halt-opcu.  Wc  lifted  him  out,  laid  hii 
under  a  tree,  and  spread  the  blanket  over  hii 
We  found  our  skiS  too  small  to  accommoda 
another  passenger,  so  we  determined  to  leave 
behind  aud  take  the  large  boat,  which  we  accor 
iugly  did  ;  and  we  put  our  new-comer  to  the 
with  Itedpath,  whiUt  I  took  the  helm. 

We  had  a  long,  tedious  row  against  the  bca 
wiud,  which  now  blew  a  gale.  Our  new  acquaint 
ance,  every  iiow-and-then,  would  throw  dowu 
oar,  aud  howl  and  clap  his  hands  to  show  his  gri( 
for  the  I0.13  of  his  departed  friend.  These  patheiti 
tameutatioDS  elicited  no  sytupathj  from  Itcdpatl 
who  abused  him  for  "  a  lazy  lubber,"  and  ordered 
him  "  to  pull  and  not  make  such  an  infernal  howl 
ing,  worse  than  a  wild  Ingin's  ycU." 

Wc  made  the  landing  at  Tid/s,  just  befor 
dark,  aud  found  several  hundred  emigrants  in  tb 
tavern,  and  camped  round  about  it. 

As  fiooD  aa  we  camo  within  hearing,  our  pai^ 
senger  commenced  the  loudest  howl  he  had  y«lj 
perpetrated,  which  had  the  immediate  effect  cl 
bringing  down  to  the  lauding  the  w^e  of 
countrymen,  who,  as  soon  as  tliey  learned  tho  li 
of  thdr  friend,  gave  us  a  genuine  Irish  howl 
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in  wbicb  the  women  took  the  most  promiocnt 
pert. 

On  our  vav  up  to  tho  hou«^  wo  wore  met  by 
the  landlord,  who,  with  a  most  woful  look, 
infonaed  us  that  our  horse  had  strajed  away 
from  the  ptutturo,  and  that  he  tiad  Goarctied  the 
phuDs  in  every  direction,  and  could  hear  no 
tidings  of  him,  but  as  soon  as  he  turned  up  he 
woold  send  him  home,  "  I  am  sony,  sir."  he 
added,  "  this  misfortune  has  happened,  and  par- 
ticularly as  1  am  unable  to  accommodate  you  and 
the  young  lady,  for  my  house  is  full  of  drunken 
Iridi,  as  you  sec.  Indeed,  the  only  chance  you 
have  of  getting  to  Cobourg  to>night  h  by  an 
ox-cart,  which  will  start  about  nine  o'clock  this 
ercning." 

I  was  very  angry  with  the  landlord  for  his 
carelessaen,  and  told  him  I  should  look  to  him 
for  payment  unless  my  horse  was  forthcoming, 
I  fouDd  tho  owner  of  tho  ox-cart,  and  made  ft 
bugain  with  him  to  set  us  down  at  my  friend's 
hooso  in  Cobourg. 

Our  equipage  was  very  unique  of  its  kind,  it 
having  bc«n  constructed  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
carrying  harrels  of  flour  and  pork.  The  box  was 
a  kind  of  open  rack,  with  two  rows  of  upright 
•takes  instead  of  sides :  two  long  boards,  laid  ou 
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cross-bars,  formed  the  bottom  :  wc  sptcad  ooi 
buffaloes  on  these,  and  fastened  a  strong  piece 
of  rope  across  the  cart,  &om  stake  to  stake  on 
either  side,  to  hold  on  by. 

Tlius  equipped,  wo  commenced  our  journey.  0^ 
was  pitch-dark,  so  our  driver  let  the  cattle  go  as 
they  liked,  for  guiding  them  ivas  perfectly  out  of 
the  question.  I  shall  never  forget  tlic  way  our 
oxen  galloped  down  those  steep  hills.  Miss  W. 
was  dreadfully  frightened.  All  wo  could  do  was 
to  hold  on  and  trust  in  Providence.  Luckily,  the 
oxen  kept  the  track ;  for  had  they  deviated  in  the 
least,  going  down  some  of  the  steep  pitches,  the 
cart  would  have  been  upset  to  a  certainty,  and 
veiy  likely  we  should  have  been  seriously  injured,__ 
or  killed  on  the  spot.  1 

*  It  was  past  one  in  tlie  morning  before  we  reached 
Gobourg,  thoroughly  fatigued  with  our  expedi- 
tion. 

I  heard  no  tidings  of  ray  horse  for  upwards 
four  mouths,  and  had  given  up  all  thoughts 
beholding  him  again,  when  one  morning  I  was  Sttt- 
prised  to  see  him,  waggon,  harness  and  all,  drive 
into  tho  yard.     Upon  inquiry,  I  found  th&t  the 
hard  weather  and  snow  had  made  hiia  seek  thta 
dearings  for  food,  when  he  was  easily  secured^ 
but  one  of  \m  fetlocks  was  cut  almost  to  the  bone 
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the  piece  of  rop«  be  had  been  tethered  with, 

which  was  still  upon  him  whcu  lie  was  found. 

One  of  the  most  exciting  unuscmcnts  at  this 

iQ  of  the  year,  is  salmoo-fi^iiig.     In  order  to 

f>j  this  sport,  I  made  a  canoe  sixteen  feet  in 

and  two  feet  nine  indies  at  its  greatest 

Ul     It  wad  my  first  attempt,  and.  certainty 

thing  looked  more  like  a  hog-trough  than  a 

It,  however,  answered  the  purpose  for  which 

it  was  intendud,  and  I  can  assure  the  reader  I  felt 

■Dt  a  little  proud  of  this,  mj  first  attempt  at 

Booe-raaking. 

Stlmon-fisliing  commences  in  October,  when 

fiih  run  up  the  rivers  and  creebi  in  great 

■ambers.    The  usual  way  of  catching  them  is  by 

ifearing.  which  is  done  as  follows. — An  iron  grate 

— 4r  jack,  aa  it  is  called  by  the  Canadians — is 

made  iu  the  shape  of  a  small  cradle-,  composed  of 

iron  bars  three  or  four  inches  apart.    This  cradle 

ii  udo  to  swing  iu  a  frame,  so  that  it  may  be 

ahmys  od  the  level,  or  the  swell  would  cause  the 

pLne>knol«  to  fall  out.    Fat  pino  and  light-wood 

an  wed  to  bum  in  the  jack,  which  give  a  very 

brilliant  light  for  several  jrards  round  the  how  of 

the  canoe.    The  fish  can  bo  easily  sucu  at  the 

depth  of  from  four  to  fire  feet.    One  person  sits 

in  the  staru  and  steers  with  a  paddle,  propul- 
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ling  the  canoe  at  the  same  time.      The 
maD  either  kneels  or  stands  up  with  the 
poised  ready  for  striking.    An  expert  hftod 
scarcely  miss  a  stroke.     I  have  known  tvo 
men  in  this  manner  kill  upwards  of  two  bt 
salmon  in  one  night.    I  believe,  however, 
fishing  is  not  nearly  so  productive  as  formeriy. 

Mr.  Stephens  showed  me  a  small  stream : 
through  his  farm,  which  I  could  easily  jump  01 
He  told  mo  that  one  afternoon  he  was  waterii 
his  horses,  when  he  perceived  a  shoal  of 
swimming  up  the  creek.    He  bad  00  spear 
home,  having  lent  it  to  a  neighbour.    U^ 
over,  succeeded  with  a  pitchfork  in  capturing  I 
six  fine  fish. 

Thirty  years  ago,  all  the  small  streams 
rivets,  from  tlie  head  of  the  Uke  downwards 
the  Bay  of  Quinte,  used  to  abound  with 
The  erection  of  saw-mills  on  the  creeks,  and  ot 
causes,  have  tended  materially  to  injure 
fisbcrieaL  White  fish  and  salmon-trout  arc,  boi 
ever,  taken  in  vast  quantities,  particularly  the 
former,  which  has  become  quite  an  article  o( 
commeroe.  The  most  extensive  fishoriM  are  oi 
the  Mauitoulin  island,  in  Lake  Huron,  and  ftloof 
the  Canadian  shore  of  Ontario,  opposite  the  town- 
ship of  Haldimuid,  Cnmbe,  and  Munay,  ii 
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it;  of  >*ortbumb«rland,  and  part  of  tho  dis- 

of  Prince  Edward.     Very  large  seine  nets 

used,  maDy  barrels  of  &sli  arc  often  takea 

■  haol,  vhich  are  cured  and  packed  on  the 

tbe  usual  price  of  a  bamjl  varios  from  fire 

axdoUais. 

Lake  Ontario  abounds  with  herring,  of  much 
aine  flavour  as  the  sea  species,  but  not  so 
and  oilj,  nor  so  large.     Sturgeon,  pike, 
lerel,  black  bass,  sheep-heads,  mullet^  suckersi, 
and  a  variety  of  other  fish,  are  plentiful  in 
waters :  tbe  spring-creeks  and  mill-poads 
Id  plenty  of  spotted  trout,  from  four  ounces  to 
pound  weight :  they  are  easily  caught  either 
vitb  tho  worm  or  fiy. 

The  best  creek  I  ever  fished  in  was  the  Speed, 
abraiich  of  tbo  Graud  lUvcr,  or  Ousc,  which  runs 
throt^  the  township  of  Guelph,  In  winter  you 
oa  catch  them  by  filing  through  a  hole  in  the 
iee.  The  best  way  is  to  dig  and  store  by  in  a 
box  filled  with  eftrtb,  a  quantity  of  worms,  which 
must  be  kept  in  the  cellar  for  use.  A  small 
pieoe  of  fat  pork  is  commonly  employed  as  bait, 
but  is  not  nearly  so  good  as  the  other. 

A  friend  of  mine,  living  near  Colborne,  told 
me  ntber  au  amusing  story  of  a  Yankcv,  who 
«u  fishing  through  the  ice  with  the  usual  bait,  a 
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piocs  of  pork.    He  had  been  verj  tmsuc 
and  tired  of  the  sport,  ho  pralkcd  oror  to  wl 
my  friend  was  throwing  out  the  trout  as 
iblo,  when  the  following  colloquy  took 

"  Wal,  how,  uuder  Heaven,  did  yoa  get 
them  'ere  fish  ?  '* 

"  Caught  thorn." 

"  Wal,  I  s'pose  you  did ;  but  what  kinder 
do  you  use  ? " 

"  Worms." 

"  Varms !     Why,  under  Heaven,  where  do 
got  vanus  at  this  time  of  the  year?" 

"  I  got  these  out  of  my  cellar." 

"Get  out!  how  you  do  talk!" 

"  You  may  believe  me   or  not,  as  you 
bat  I  can  assure  you  I  did." 

"  Wal,  do  tell.     I  guess  I  nerer  thought 
diggin*  in  the  cellar ;  I  will  go  to  hum  and  try  * 

My  friend  mot  hini  a  few  days  afterward^, 
when  tho  Yankee  said — "I  calculate.  Mister,  you 
told  me  a  tarnation  lie,  the  other  day,  alwut  Ui«a 
'ere  varms.  I  wont  and  dug  up  OT'oiy  bit  of  my 
cellar,  and,  I  do  declare,  I  never  got  a  single  Tana." 

My  friend  laughed  very  heartily  at  this  *'  Yankee  i 
U  diggin,"  but  at  the  same  time  kindly  informed  bia  * 
I  neighbour  of  the  method  he  pursued,  to  provide 
I   Worms  for  winter-fishing. 
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the  winter  6urlj  sets  in,  we  generaUj 
loi  dajrs  or  a  fortaigbt  of  Uie  ladiau  sum- 
indeed,  it  is  the  sure  harbinger  of  winter. 
tut  a  mild  aud  temperate ;  a  haze,  resembling 
pervades  the  atmosphere,  that  at  times 
ithcsutt,  which,wheD  vinblejisofablood- 
odoar.  Various  causes  have  been  assigned 
'  this  appearance,  but  none  very  satisfactory. 
Towards  the  end  of  November  this  year,  the 
I  let  waa  strong  enough  to  bear  the  weight  of  a 
au,  and  the  ground  was  soon  whitened  with 
•ow,  but  not  in  sufficient  depth  to  make  good 
ieighiDg.  Just  a  wcdc  ))cfore  Cbriistiims,  we  had 
t  Ul  of  eight  or  ten  iuclics,  which  made  pretty 
p>od  going  :  the  sleighs  were,  of  course,  in  imme- 
diate nquisitioD. 

A  family  sleigh  is  made  to  carry  Irom  six  to 
tea  persons  ;  the  more  styliah  ones  from  four  to 
six;  a  cutter,  or  single  sleigh,  two.  These  are 
lU  for  pleasure,  but  over}'  fanner  is  obliged  to 
have  a  1uinher-«leigh  fur  general  use.  A  much 
larger  load  can  be  drawn  on  runners  in  winter 
than  on  wheels  in  summer.  Slcij^hing  is,  without 
doubt,  the  most  delightful  mode  of  tiavelliug 
you  con  pondbly  conceive,  but  it  takes  several 
tails  of  snow  to  make  the  sleighing  good.  All 
the  inequalities  must  he  tilled  up  aud  levelled,  but 
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the  snow  soon  packs  solid  b;  the  coasta&tfrici 
of  the  aleigh-runner.    The  horses  arc  each  pro- 
vided with  a  ring  of  helln,  the  sound  of  which  u 
not  uDmusical;  aod  I  am  assured  is  dclightM 
indeed  to  the  ears  of  the  anxious  wife,  n-atchiog 
for  the  return  of  her  husband  from  a   winter 
journey.    Some  years  ago,  when  the  country  wa 
unsettled,  tho  females  of  tho  family  had  some 
cause  for  fear,  since  the  absence  of  the  father, 
son,  or  husband,  was  not  always  followed  by  hi* 
safe  return ;  and  the  snow-storm,  or  (he  wolre^ 
were  thought  of  with  alarm,  till  the  music  of  the 
sleigh-bells  announced  the  safety  of  the  beloved 
absentee. 

In  no  country  on  the  fiice  of  the  earth  does 
the  torch  of  wedded  love  beam  brighter  than  in 
Canada,  where  the  husband  always  finds  "  the 
wife  dearer  than  the  bride."  I  have  seen  many 
an  accomplished  and  beautiful  Eugltfthgirl,  "for- 
getting with  her  father's  house,"  the  amusements 
(rf  a  fashionable  life,  to  realize  with  a  half-pay 
officer  or  "younger  brother,"  the  purer,  holier 
pleasures  of  domestic  love  in  this  country, 
when?  a  numerous  issue,  the  fruits  of  their  union, 
arc  considered  a  blessing  and  a  source  of  wealth, 
iastc&d  of  bringing  with  them,  as  in  tho  old 
Kintry,  an  increase  of  care. 
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ar  A  uui  or  sfroojtTt^ii  ik  tss  cotoscr, — taxshii 
■nmiae,— KT  ooiumnoiCf— wiimH  in  oa.xjd*.  —  nuii'mi- 
■w  or  niK  mriDiAN  0Liit»T»-wui>cti  roa  t.iNi»^ — rvHoiuaa 
«iu  uBB  AT  tracHiy  —  mi  rurriNa. —  rvr  vp  a  siumtt. — 

ROBIVmUIKS    19)   CblAUnO. nAlt-HIA?«. 


Tbb  emplovmonU  of  a  rcspectabte  Canadian 
Mtler  arc  certainly  of  a  very  multifarious  cba- 
nder,  and  he  may  be  said  to  combine,  in  bis  own 
|as>B,  MTcral  professions,  if  not  trades.    A  man 
</«ducfttion  will  always  possess  an  inHaence,  even 
is  bo&b  sodoty :  bo  may  bo  poor,  but  his  value 
*iU  not  be  tested  by  the  low  standard  of  money, 
ud  notwithstanding  his  want  of  the  current  coin 
of  the  reslni,  he  will  be  appealed  to  for  his  judg- 
ment in  many  matters,  and  will  be  inducted  into 
toreral  offices,  infinitely  more  honourable  tlian 
locntiro.     My  friend  and   father-in-law,   being 
mild  in  manners,  good-natured,  and  very  sensible, 
was  sjtcedily  promoted  to  the  bench,  and  was 
gh'eii  the  colonelcy  of  the  second  liattalion  of 
the  Durham  Blilitia. 
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At  this  time  there  was  no  place  of  wo: 
nearer  than  I'ort  Hope,  where  the  marriage  cere^ 
moDy  could  be  legally  performed.  According  W 
the  ColoDial  law,  if  a  magistrate  resides  more  tbaa. 
eighteen  miles  from  a  church,  he  is  empowered  to; 
many  parties  applying  to  him  for  that  puipoae^i 
after  throe  written  notices  hare  been  put  up  ill' 
the  most  public  places  in  tbc  townsliip,  with 
the  names  antl  residences  of  the  parties  for 
least  a  fortnight  previous  to  the  marriage, 
witnessed  several  of  these  marriages  during 
stay  in  Darlington,  some  of  which  were 
amusing. 

One  morning  a  near  neighbour  presented  him' 
self  and  a  very  pretty  young  woman,  as  can' 
didates  fur  matrimony.  He  was  an  American  by 
birth,  an<l  a  shrewd,  clever,  senablc  pcrmn. 
AfWr  tlio  ceremony,  the  bridegroom  invited  me 
to  partake  of  the  wedding-dinner,  aud  1  went. 

The  dinner  was  very  good,  though  not  served 
ezicUy  in  the  English  fashion.  Wo,  however, 
muugod  to  enjoy  ourselves  very  much.  After 
tea,  dancing  commenced,  to  the  mu»c  of  two 
ftddlcs,  wlien  country-dances,  rcob,  and  French 
fours  were  all  peifonnod  with  much  spirit.  The 
music  was  very  good,  the  dancing  but  indiflcrent 
i  could  not  help  thinking 
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'  Hon  ill  the  motMii  wilh  thr  diumc  suiM, 
Bo  Otpbvua  ftddlcd,  anJ  m  danced  ibr  brute*." 
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Daring  the  pauses  bctwesQ  the  dances,  some 
Wy  or  gentleman  would  favour  tbo  company  with 
t  song.  Then  plays— as  they  are  called— wero  in- 
tiodaced  ;  such  as  hunt  the  slipper,  cross  ques- 
tiaos  and  crooked  answers,  ladies'  toilette,  and 
KTeral  others  of  the  same  kind,  in  which  forfeits 
hftd  to  be  redeemed  by  tlic  parties  making  mis* 
Ulutf  in  the  game — a  procedure  of  course  pro- 
dnctiTe  of  much  noise,  kissing,  and  laughter- 
Bdresliment^  were  handed  round  in  great  profii- 
■on,  and  the  entertainment  wound  up  with  a 
ducc,  which,  I  believe,  is  of  purely  American 
«B^a.  A  chair  i^  placed  in  the  middle  of  the 
nom.  on  which  a  young  lady  is  seated  ;  tlie  com- 
fuxj  then  join  hands,  and  dance  round  her, 
u^Bg  these  elegant  lines  :— 

"  TlicK  vu  B  yoiing  wdhhui  mi  dovn  to  alccp, 
9u  down  to  >leqi,  w  down  to  slvop; 
That  »u  a  Tonns  veoiBii  Mt  down  to  deep, 
Hrigli-ho !— heigh-Jio  !— betgb'Jio  I 

"  Tlere  »u  a  jvuiig  man  lo  keep  her  awoke, 
To  k«rp  bar  mke,  in  ktvp  Iict  awnkr  ; 
Wtt  *u  ■  jovng  nun  to  kMp  lier  •u'klic, 
Hci(h-lia  I — hdgb-Iio  t— heigh  bo ! 

■John  H'    ■     hia  name  ilikll  be, 
Hi*  nunc  shall  be,  hb  name  dioU  be ; 

JoliQ  R hi«  aune  AM  be, 

H(<gli-ho  I — heigh- bo  I— hdgh-]io  1 
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The  geDtleman  named  walks  up  to  the  ladj, 
salutes  Iicr,  raises  her  from  the  chair,  and  seats 
himself  in  her  stead,  the  rest  dancing  round,  and 
singing  as  befure,  only  substituting  the  gentle- 
man, and  naming  the  lady  who  is  to  release  the 
geDtlcttian  iu  the  same  way,  till  all  the  ladies  and 
gentlemen  have  been  seated  in  their  turn. 

As  soon  as  this  queer  species  of  Mazurka  was 
concluded,  tlie  company  broke  up,  seemingly  well 
pleased  with  their  entertainment.  The  introduc- 
tion of  English  manners  and  customs  during  tho 
last  quarter  of  a  century  has  tended  greatly  to 
improve  society.  It  is  now  only  amongst  the 
lower  orders  that  f)arUoa  of  this  kind  would 
be  tolerated. 

On  my  return  home,  I  found  au  official  letter 
from  the  Adjutant-general  of  the  Upper  Canada 
Militia,  in  which  I  was  ioformed  I  was  appointed 
by  his  Excellency  Sir  P.  Maitland  to  an  Eusigncy 
in  the  first  regiment  of  Durham  Militia.  The  effec-' 
tive  militia  of  this  province  is,  I  believe,  about 
150,000  men.  All  persons,  from  sixteen  to 
sixty,  must  enrol  their  names  once  a  year,  and  all 
from  fflxtecn  to  forty,  must  muster  for  general 
training  on  the  28lh  of  June  in  each  year.  The 
officers,  in  time  of  war,  receive  the  same 
and  allowances  as  those  in  the  line. 
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The  iriotera  of  1625  aud  1826  were  con- 
sidered cold,  even  for  Canada-  The  sleighing 
vks  good  from  the  middle  of  Decemlier  to  the 

Idle  of   Klarch,  with   the  exception   of  the 

Boary  thaw,  which  continued  for  upwards  of  a 
week,  and  took  awsy  nearly  all  the  enuw.  This 
Uiaw,  though  periodical,  is  not  every  year  of  the 
auue  daratioQ,  nor  does  it  always  take  away  the 
now.  Sometiues  it  is  attended  by  strong  gales 
of  wind,  from  the  southward,  and  with  heavy 
thiutder  and  lightning,  which  was  particularly  the 
eaae  last  January.  The  month  of  February  is 
gBoenUy  considered  the  coldest  of  the  winter 
raoaths.  I  have  frequently  known  the  ther- 
mometer range  from  1 G*  to  20'  below  zero,  for  a 
week  together.  On  one  day  of  the  winter  of 
which  I  am  speaking,  it  was  as  low  as  35°.  This, 
bowcver,  is  unusual 

The  coldest  day  I  ever  remember  was  in  the 
winterof  1833.  It  wascalled  the  " Cold  Sunday." 
The  quicksilver  in  Falircnheit's  thermometer  was 
frozen  iu  the  ball,  which  marks  39°  below  zero. 
It  was,  however,  stated  iu  the  papers,  both  in 
Oanada  and  the  State  of  New  York,  that  the  real 
cold  was  40°  below  zero,  or  72*  below  freezing 
point.  I  dined  at  a  friend's  that  day,  who  re- 
sided tliree  miles  £rom  my  Jarm  iu  Doui-o.    The 
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HEALTHINESS  OP  CANADA. 


day  was  clear,  not  a  cloud  being  above  the  horizon. 
The  sun  waa  of  a  dull  copperH;olour,  and  the  hori- 
zon towards  the  north-west  tinged  with  the  same 
hue.  Not  a  breath  of  wind  was  stirring.  The 
smoke  from  the  cliimncys  rose  straight  up  into 
the  air.  and  appeared  unable  to  disperse  through 
the  atmosplierc.  My  horses  were  as  white  as 
snow  from  the  steam  of  their  bodies  freezing  upoo 
^em;  the  reins  were  frozen  as  slifT  as  rodsi 
the  air  seemed  to  cut  like  a  knife.  I  was  only 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  upon  the  road,  but  even  Id 
that  time  I  felt  the  cold  severely,  and  was  rery 
glad  when  1  got  into  the  house  to  a  large  wood 
fire.  The  cold  obliged  the  whole  party  at  dinner 
to  take  tlieir  plates  upon  their  knees  and  lat 
round  the  fire.  But,  as  1  said  before,  this  is  only 
an  extreme  cose,  and  might  not  happen  agEUD 
for  twenty  years. 

The  excessive  cold  seldom  lasts  more  th: 
three  days  at  a  time,  when  it  generally  moderates, 
though  not  sufficiently  to  soften  the  snow.  The 
dryness  of  the  atuioitpliere  and  snow  nmkes  yoa 
feel  the  cold  much  less  in  proportion  than  in 
England.  You  do  not  exjierience  that  clinging, 
chilly,  damp  sort  of  cold  in  Canada  that  you  do  in 
the  British  Isles.  Tor  my  part,  I  much  ]irt'for  nM 
Canadian  winter,  where  the  roads  are  good,  the 
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SEARCH   FOR  LAND. 


deigluDg  good,  and  jour  health  good.     Sickness 
ia  acarcely  IcDown  here  id  tko  winter  months. 

If  1  could  h&vo  purchased  land  on  the  lakc- 
^re,  I  should  have  liked  to  settle  in  Darlington ; 
but  I  fuund  tlie  farms  I  fancied  much  too  liigh- 
priced  for  my  pocket.  So  at  last  I  made  up  m; 
tnind  to  go  bock  to  the  non  settlement  of  Peter' 
borough,  and  sec  what  sort  of  a  place  it  was,  and 
what  it  was  likol;  to  become. 

Accordinglj,  [  started  on  my  Journey,  and 
travelled  east,  along  the  Kingston  road,  parallel 
with  the  shore  of  lake  Ontario  for  about  twenty- 
four  or  five  mites  to  the  boundary  line,  between 
the  townships  of  Hope  and  Hamilton.  After 
this  I  walked  for  twenty-seven  miles  through 
(hna  and  Monagban,  to  the  town  of  Peter- 
boroDgh,  which,  at  that  time  contained  one  log> 
boDfle  and  a  very  poor  saw-mill,  erected  some 
five  or  lix  years  before  by  one  Adam  Scott  to 
supply  the  new  settlement  of  Smith  with  lumber. 

1  foaod  several  hundreds  of  Mr.  Kobinson's 
Irish  eraignuitA  camped  on  the  plains.  Many 
had  built  thcm^Yus  huts  of  pine  and  spruce 
boughs  ;  some  with  slabs  and  others  with  logs  of 
tnee.  Three  or  four  Government  store-houses 
and  a  house  for  the  Superintendent,  the  Hon. 
Peter  Robinson,  were  in  course  of  erection,     t 
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had  letters   of  iatroductioD  to  tbat  gcntli 
and  also  to  the  Hon.  T.  A.  Stewart,  aad  Rol 
fieid,  Esq.     Tlic  two  latter  gontlomcn  resided  i 
the  township  of  Douro,  and  were  at  that  ti 
the  only  settlers  in  that  part  of  Canada. 

As  I  did  not  much  tike  the  appearance 
the  lodfpugs  I  was  likely  to  obtain  in  the  ner^ 
town,  I  vent  (m  to  Mr.  Stewart's  house, 
presented  my  credentials.  Nothing  could  hai 
been  more  cordial  than  the  welcome  I  recdred' 
from  him.  This  gcDtleman  and  his  brothcr-in> 
law,  Robert  Reid,  Esq.,  obtained  a  grant  of  laad 
from  the  Colonial  Government,  on  condition  that 
they  would  become  actual  settlors  on  the  land, 
and  perform  certain  settlement  duties,  which  con- 
sisted in  chopping  out  and  clearing  the  concesnoo 
lines.*  licforc  the  Crown  patent  could  issue,  the ' 
parly  contracting  to  perform  the  settlement  dutiM  > 
was  obliged  to  appeur  before  a  magistrate,  and 
make  an  afBdavit  that  he  or  they  had  chopped 
and  cleared  certain  concession  lines  oppoate 
the  lots  of  land  mentioned   in  the  certificate. 

■  Emv  UrWDxIiiji  iH  Uid  out  b;r  the  *ai\tyoi  ia  panlltl  liots, 
■tty.MX  dwiiu  ajinrl.  Thnw  linca  >ro  nxiT-MK  tttt  in  widlli, 
UiJ  <uv  giten  bv  gornnincnt  m  ruad  aUowuica,  for  ih*  vat  of 
the  public,  ain]  an-  ualM  coucvuion  linis^  Crota  linn  ran  U 
rig^t  angka  witb  tlii'  r<iriiirr  «TFr7  ihirty  cbatn^  Biid  aic  called 
lot-Unet :  U117  ciil><)ivi<lo  ibc  Uiwiuhlp  InM  two  lauattrcd 
Iota :  «t«ry  fiftli  crtM  line  >•  ■  nwl  alloBanet. 
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This  was  a  bad  law,  becanse  many  of  these  lines 
enesing  lilgb  bills,  Awanip  or  lakus,  wore  imprao- 
tioblc  for  road-purposes  :  many  thousaml  pounds 
OMisequentljr  were  entirely  aiid  uselessly  thrown 
away  :  besides,  it  opened  a  door  for  perjury. 

Land-speculators  would  employ  a  third  party 
to  perfonu  their  settlement  duties;  all  they 
required  to  obtain  the  deed,  or  "  lift"  as  it  is  called 
in  Canadian  parlance,  was  the  sworn  certificato 
for  cutting  the  ruud,  allowances,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  fees  to  Government  The  conse- 
quence of  this  was,  ttiat  many  false  certificates 
were  ewom  to,  as  few  persons  or  magistrates 
would  be  at  the  trouble  and  expense  of  travel- 
ling thirty  or  forty  miles  back  into  au  unin> 
habiiod  port  of  the  couutry,  to  ascertaiu  if  the 
parties  tiad  sworn  truly  or  not. 

A  magistrate  in  my  neighbourhood  told  me 
that  a  Yankee  chopper  came  to  him  one  day  and 
demanded  to  be  sworn  on  a  settlement  duty  certi- 
ficate, which  he  did  to  tiic  following  cflcct,  "that 
he  bad  cut  a  chain  between  two  posts  opposite 

bts  so  and  so.  in  the  concession  of township. 

The  rood  allowances  are  a  cliaiu  in  width,  and 
posts  arc  planted  and  marked  on  each  side  of  the 
concession,  at  the  comers  of  each  lot. 

"I  had  !K>me  suspicion,"  be  said,  "in  m'y 
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own  mind  that  the  fellow  had  sworn  fiUselj,  so^ 
detennincd  to  ascertain  tlic  truth.     1  knew 
pereoD  residing  within  a  mile  or  two  of  the 
to  whom  I  wrote  for  infonnation,  wheo  1  foui 
as  I  expected,  that  not  a  tree  had  been  cut 
the  line.    I  therefore  summoned  the  Yankee, 
the  information  of  the  fanner,  to  appear  before  i 
brother  magistrate  and  myself  to  answer  for 
dclinquoacy. 

"  So,  sir,"  I  sud,  "  you  came  before  m 
swore  to  a  false  certificate.    Do  not  you  know  ye 
have  committed  perjury,  which  ts  a  very  scric 
offence.    What  have  you  to  say  for  yourself  t  * 

"Wal,  I  guess,  Mister,  1  han 't  committed 
perjury.  I  swore  I  cut  a  chain  between  two 
opposite  them  lots,  and  I  can  prove  it  by 
Buck,  for  ho  was  witli  me  the  hul  time  I 
doing  on't" 

"  Now,  Sir.  Buck,  what  can  you  prove  ?" 

"  Wal,  gentlemen,  I  wa^  along  with  Jonathan 
Stubbs  when  he  went  to  chop  the  settlement 
dutJe*,  and  when  wo  got  to  the  posts  oppoate  the 
lots,  he  said,  '  Wal,  this  looks  phiguy  ugly  any 

I  how!  I  calculate  I  must  fix  these  duties  the 
shon  way,'  so  he  pulled  out  of  his  pocket  a 
short  piece  of  trace-cliain  which  he  laid  on  a 
stone  in  a  line  between  the  two  posts,  and  with 
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rttnke  or  two  of  hU  axo  serered  it  in  two. 

said  )te,  *Ina  Buck,  I  guess  you  ore  a 

that  I  CQt  a  chain  belween  two  posts,  so 

it  fccmonohowr" 

'He  was,  however,  a  little  out  of  his  calculation. 

'  we  did  fix  him,  and  sent  him  to  jail,  where  I 

my  be  bad  ample  time  to  plan  some  new 

ice  for  performing  settlement  duLics." 

new  friend  advised  me  to  purchase  land 
his   grant,  which  was  very  prettily 
itcd  on  the  books  of  tJie  Otonabce,  in  the 
ship  of  the  same  name,  within  a  mile  of 
iroagb.     The  price  asked  was  fifteen  sbil- 
pcr  acre,  which  was  bigli  for  wild  land  at 
.  time,  but  the  prospect  of  a  town  so  near  had 
improrcd  the  market  considerably. 

I  book  bis  advice,  closed  the  baT]gaiD,  and  be- 
(MM  a  landed  proprietor  in  Canada  West.  On 
llio  16th  of  May,  1826,  I  moved  up  with  all  my 
goods  and  chattels,  which  were  then  easily  packed 
into  a  single  horse  waggon,  and  consisted  of  a 
ploQgb  iron,  six  pails,  a  sugar  kettle,  two  iron 
pots,  a  frying  pan  with  a  long  handle,  a  tea 
kettle,  a  chest  of  carpenters'  tooK  a  Canadian 
axe,  and  a  cross-cut  saw.  >Iy  stock  of  pro- 
TirioDS  comprised  a  parcel  of  grocoricti,  half  a 
barrel  of  pork  and  a  barrel  of  flour 
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The  roads  were  so  bad  that  it  took  me  three 
days  to  perform  a  jouraej  of  little  more  Uian 
fifty  miles.  We  (that  is  to  say  myself  and  my 
two  labourers)  had  numerous  upsets ;  but  at 
last  reached  the  promised  land  without  any 
further  trouble.  My  friend  in  Douro  turned 
out  tJic  next  day  and  assisted  mc  to  put  up 
the  walls  of  my  shanty  and  roof  it  with  bass- 
wood  troughs,  which  was  completed  before  dark. 

I  was  kept  busy  for  more  than  a  week  clunk- 
ing between  the  logs  and  plastering  up  all  thof 
crevices,  cutting  out  a  doorway  and  place  for  a 
window,  cosing  them, 
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,  making  a  door  and  )uuig<«l 
inges,  &c.     I  also  made  a 


ing  it  on  wooden  hing 
rough  table  and  some  stools,  which  answered 
better  than  they  looked.  Four  thick  alala  of 
lime-stone,  placed  upright  in  one  comer  of  the 
shanty  with  clay  well  packed  behind  them  toM 
keep  the  fire  off  the  logs,  answered  very  well  for 
a  cliinuiey  with  a  hole  cut  through  the  roof  ■ 
directly  above,  to  vent  the  smoke.  " 

1  made  a  tolerably  good  bedstead  out  of  some 
iron-wood  poles,  by  stretching  strips  of  elm-bark 
across,  which  I  plaited  strongly  together  to  su[h: 
port  my  bod,  whicli  was  a  very  good  one,  and  tlie 
only  article  of  luxury  I  possessed. 

I  had  very  foolishly  hired  two  Irish  emigrants, 
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bad  not  been  lunger  in  Canada  tltau  myself, 
f  course  knew  nothing  either  of  chopping, 
Igg^ng,  fencing,  or,  indeed,  any  work  belonging 
b  the  coontTf,  The  coDsequencc  of  this  im- 
pideooe  was,  that  the  first  ten  acres  I  cleared 
(UA  me  nearly  5/.  an  aero* — at  least  27.  more 
iaii  it  should  bare  done.  Kxperiencc  ia  often 
dtarly  bought,  and  in  this  instance  tJie  proverb 
Wfl  folly  Terified. 

I  fuund  chopping,  in  the  summer  months,  very 
Isliorious.  I  should  huvc  underbrusbed  my  fallow 
IB  the  (all,  before  the  leaves  fell,  and  cliopped  the 
k:p  timber  during  the  winter  months,  when  I 
Aould  have  had  the  warm  weather  for  logging 
|lfed  burning,  which  should  be  completed  by  the 
^Pm  day  of  September.  So,  for  want  of  experi- 
enoe,  it  was  all  up-hill  work  with  me. 

This  was  the  season  for  musquitoes  and  black 
Ses.  The  latter  are  ten  times  the  worse  of  the 
two.  This  happened  to  be  a  bad  fly  year,  and  I, 
being  a  new  comer,  was  nearly  devoured  by  them. 
lackily,  they  do  not  last  more  than  a  month,  and 
it  is  only  before  rain  that  they  are  so  very  annoy- 

■  T^  xatal  pcke  lor  «]«uing  land,  •n<l  fhioing  It  fit  fur  low- 
mg,  m,  (br  kvd  wb^J,  bom  olricn  to  twelve  dulUn  per  aero ; 
fa  Mag  I  MM,  Ktb  M  pinr,  hemlock,  ecdu,  or  where  thai  kind  of 
take  pmleaiinalMa  ftoa  lodre  to  rouitteo  dotlus  pet  acre. 
Hoc  b  M  bMd  priee  lot  iwaaip. 


M 


BLACE  PLIE8. 


ing.  I  have  seen  children  whose  necks  were  om 
mass  of  sores,  from  the  poisonous  nature  of  tfaeir 
bite :  sheep,  calves,  and  foals,  are  sometime) 
killed  by  them.  Nor  is  this,  indeed,  an  uufre- 
ijucnt  occurrence.  It  must  be,  however,  bome 
ia  mind  that,  as  the  country  is  cleared  up,  and 
the  woods  recede,  the  flies  disappear.  In  the 
clearings  along  the  front  townships,  the  flies  aic 
not  more  troublesome  than  they  are  in  EngUnd. 

The  farm  on  which  I  now  reside  used  to  swann 
terribly  with  flies,  lying,  as  it  does,  near  the 
water ;  but,  for  the  last  three  years,  it  has  been 
entirely  free  from  them,  especially  from  the  b1 
flies.* 

A  person  who  underetands  chopping,  can  sa' 


*  Th«Mr  iusecM  are  slwny*  inueli  trone,  trnd  man  num< 
when  llie  spriiig  is  bockwani,  «nil  ihe  flooiln  arc  higher  tiisij 
From  close  obccrvaiiDn,  1  believe  tlie  lornc  arc  dcpoaileil  diiriog 
liigli  water  on  the  rocks,  when,  as  (oan  ok  llie  wMvt  MU,  ihc  hcBI 
«f  ihc  nun  hutches  the  insects.  I  have  renmrkn)  luge  atonHi 
which  hnd  hee(i  unJer  water  during  the  flood,  eovurcd  over  with 
eituill  btvwii  culourcd  colls,  exactly  the  shape,  an<l  vtij  litik 
liiggf  r  ihaii  a  sceil  of  buckwheat.  From  out  of  tlic»t  cclb,  on  a 
■unny  day,  (he  Bit*  rite  in  cloudi,  fur  they  bite  (htough  tLo  cb- 
ve1u|)c,  Olid  emaQcipale  tlieuiM-'lves.  Bcinj;  proritlcd  with  »  aliatf 
B|i(H>(ili>,  ihi'y  will  ttliaek  you  tlie  minute  they  on:  at  liberty. 
ThcM  pc«t«  bc^iii  to  ap|H-ar  bolw<eeu  the  lOlh  of  Hav  anil  lit  of 
June,  nccoriling  to  the  carlincH  or  latmew  of  the  mmioil  T» 
wards  tlie  end  of  June,  niimbcra  of  ninail  dn^t^ii-Siat  nuko  iMr 
a|ilic&iaiice,  wlueli  >uon  eat  up  all  the  bloek-flio,  to  which  reptn, 
you  may  Itc  sure,  iliey  ui«  lieurlily  weltwiuc. 


PLAN  HEAPS. 
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i&  good  deal  of  trouble  and  hard  work  by 

what  is  called  a  plan-heap.     Three  or 

I  of  these  may  be  made  oa  an  acre,  but  not 

The  largest  aud  mast  difficult  trees  are 

the  limbs  only  being  cut  olT  and  piled. 

as  tbe  trees  that  will  fall   in  the  same 

shoald  be  thrown  along,  on  the  top  of 

the  more  the  better  chance  of  burning 

If  you  succeed  in  getting  a  good  bum  for 

fallow,  the  chances  are,  if  your  plan-heaps 

well  maile.  that  they  wilt  be   mostly  con- 

which  will  save  a  great  many  blows  of  the 

id  some  bear 
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CHAPTER  Via 


A  LUQOiHO  Rn—  uHK-BnuiiiiQ.— aatnouito.— ataiTti.  or 

DltOT:iKIl-IN-Ltir. — RIHIH     or    MV    «0N. BUI   JOVItilET   TO   Pill 

MXalOM. —  LflIK   HT   W*T.  — *>1  RBrOEII    A     LIFT. —  HT    DOIH 
kttCEB. —  KT    WirK**   CKATn.— TIIK    FITMRll.. —  I    LEI*!   Bjt 

mtoTUH. 


My  fallow  was  finished  by  Uic  fiwt  week  ii 
July,  but  I  did  not  put  fire  to  it  until  the  first 
week  in  August,  because  tho  timber  was  so-  green. 
Intieed,  I  did  not  expect  the  fire  would  run  at  all._ 
I  was,  however,  agreeably  deceived,  for  I  got  tM 
very  respectable  burn,  which  gave  me  great  help. 

As  soon  as  the  ground  was  cool  enough,  I 
a  logging  Bee,  at  which  I  had  five  yokes 
oien  and  twenty  men,  four  men  to  each  team. 
The  teamster  selects  a  good  place  to  commence  a 
heap,  generally  against  some  large  log  which  the^ 
cattle  would  be  unable  to  move.  They  dnw 
all  the  logs  within  a  reasonable  distance  in  ^nt 
of  the  large  log.  The  men  with  haud-spikcs  toUm 
tliem,  one  upon  the  top  of  the  other,  until  the" 
heap  is  sereu  or  eight  feet  high,  and  ten  or  twelve 
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bnxid.  All  tbo  chips,  slicks,  and  rubbish  are 
'  tbeo  picked  up  and  thrown  on  the  top  of  tbe 
heap.  A  team  and  four  good  men  sliould  tog 
and  pick  an  acre  a  day  when  the  bum  has  been 
good. 

Mj  hivo-  vorked  well,  for  wc  had  five  acres 
logged  and  set  fire  to  the  same  evening.  On  a 
dark  night,  a  hundred  or  two  of  these  large  heaps 
all  on  tire  at  once  have  a  very  line  effect,  and 
shed  a  brood  glare  of  light  for  a  considerable  dis- 
tance. In  the  month  of  July  in  the  new  settle- 
ments, the  whole  country  at  night  appears  lit  up 
by  these  fires. 

I  was  anxious  to  commence  building  my  house. 
80  that  I  might  have  it  ready  to  receive  my  wife 
io  before  the  winter  commenced,  ily  first  step  to. 
wmrds  it  was  to  build  a  time-heap.  I  calculated 
I  should  require  for  plastering  my  walls  and  build- 
ing my  chimneys,  about  a  hundred  bushels. 

Wc  set  to  work,  accordingly,  and  built  an  im- 
mense tog-heap  of  all  the  largest  logs  I  could  get 
bother.  U  took  at  least  tbe  timber  growing  on 
half  an  acre  of  land  fur  this  purpose,  and  kept 
five  men  and  myself  busy  all  day  to  complete  it. 
We  made  a  frame  of  logs  on  the  top  of  the  heap. 
to  keep  the  stone  fh>m  foiling  over  the  side.  We 
drew  for  this  purpose  twcotj*  cort-Ioads  of  l\me- 

roL.t.  V 


SHINGLING. 

Stone,  which  we  threw  upon  the  sammit  of  tiic  heap, 
having  broken  it  small  witli  a  slodge-liammer ;  lire 
was  then  applied  to  the  heap,  which  was  con- 
sumed t)y  the  next  morning.  But  it  left  such  s 
niass  of  hot  coals,  that  it  was  a  week  before  the 
IJQie  could  he  collected  and  covered.  This  is  the 
easiest  and  most  expeditious  way  of  hurning 
lime ;  but  the  lime  is  not  so  white,  and  there  are 
more  pieces  of  unbunit  stone,  which  make  it  not 
so  good  for  pla-steriag. 

I  built  my  house  of  elm-logs,  thirty-nx  feet 
long  by  twenty-four  feet  wide,  which  I  divided 
into  throe  rooms  on  the  ground-floor,  besides  an 
entrance-hall  and  etaircase,  and  tliree  bed-rooms 
up  stain.  1  was  very  busy  till  October  makii^ 
the  sliinglcs,*  roofing,  cutting  out  the  door  aa 


*  Bhinsl"  ore  mncii-  citlii^i  of  pine  ot  ceiu.  I  ptefcr  the 
pilic,  bcMiuc  it  in  Icn  liublt!  to  gulier  willi  tlii-  rab,  Mid 
Ml  ercner  roof.  Every  filler  in  ilic  buxli  sliuulil  knoir  how  I* 
inmkc  •hiuglot,  ftii>l  Kow  to  chooKr  >  tree  tit  for  tbu  {MBpow,  or 
iiiucli  labour  niny  be  thrown  uiclosty  amiy.  1  do  not  know  anv- 
thing  mciTc  annoyiug  than,  ofti-r  cutting  iluini  a  tree,  petlmpii  more 
thui  fuiir  (cet  in  diBinetvt,  oud  rawing  u  block  vighiven  inchc*  long 
out  uf  till-  (.'L'tilre,  tu  6n<l  llint  it  Hi'lt  not  «|ilit  fair,  or  [if  it  ilg«») 
Ihnt  the  wood  vala,  wliicb  iijcnciii,  tliat  the  groin,  though  •Traigbt 
ia  ilie  length  of  tlic  tiliiii^lo,  niiike*  short  iiey  outim,  which  reii- 
ia  It  had  to  rplil,  anil  cuunr linl(M>  la sp|ic»r  in  the  tihiiigli- wkwa 
yoti  Gmnc  lo  rilmvc  them.  The  pnir;  of  most  tit^n  nuiUtHj 
ineUneK  towuihi  ibf  bud,  or  llie  tiaav  way  round  the  tree  u  il 
sun'i  cutine.  Consciiucntly,  a  trcv  tuny  be  perfcctljr  (inighl 
the  ;rain,  where  you  chop  it  dnim,  yci,  ten  or  cwelne  Eeet  tif>,  i: 
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w-spoceB,  and  hewing  the  logs  down  inddc 
t  bouse. 

1  ittts  anxioos  to  complete  the  outside  walle, 
of,  and  chimneys  before  the  winter  set  in,  so 
I  might  be  able  to  vork  at  the  finishing 
inside,  under  cover,  and  with  the  benefit 
afire. 
Am  soon  as  my  little  fallow  was  ready  for  sow- 

'•inJ    K>  tiiiKli  M  to  V  toiaily   af<k».     To  olivinli- thi» 

UaillT,  SUcmI  to  die  follavinK  liinU.  :~Fim,  wicci  ■  fof^- 

mJ  Vn,  llw  lugtT  the  bctlcr,  ptifccllj  dew  of  ooUldv  ktrnVt 

b  ttlj  ur  fill*  bet.  'Piv  head  aliouM  be  luxwiuit,  anti  llic  \argir 

bb  dfooping  •knmwktibt.     Pc«l  off  witli  joitt  oxp  n  drijic  of 

Wk  M  bf:li  0*  foB  nui  micli.     U,  un  cxkiniiuiiioii,  llic  Ktniii  ir 

■likaM  iiiciLiiiit  lonrili  the  tun,  trjcci  it.     If,  oa  tin-  coiilrfti)', 

'*■'»<  *IS;bll]r  ID  tlie  oppo*itc  ilitcrlino,  Of  ugnitisi  lli»  «iid, 

Jtt  my  prant^  to  try  n  hj  eiitticg  out  o  [ritvt  ■  r<»ti  luii^,  wd 

4m  or  fniii  inebo  dcqi.    Race  juur  uc  in  tbc  ccuiir,  an<)  sjdil 

t«fM.    Continiw  to  ilo  n  till  ^i  Ihtc  rptloceil  ihn  piece  to  tlt« 

4Wawwof  two  ihingln,  irlii<h  opio  dinilc  ncaily  in  itie  midillr. 

ff  A(  liiobcr  i»  Kw.cl  vsi  (it  for  roui  purpnir,  the  pii-ci-t  will  iljf 

Ipwi  Willi  H  Tiitl-!<-ii  u«p,  nil']  vitl  be  pcrriclly  i'Ic:r  in  the  ^nln 

M  koUi  iHln,  i>  liilt.  if  lli«  (iiabcr  br  dm  gwiil,  liic  Enin  of  tlic  uac 

IWM  «iU  t«l  ihlu  ilic  ollii-r,  oi  ma  off  irithoiit  E[iliiliiig  elm  tlio 

!*b«ltIcn^hufiWI>iock.  TlicliluddtlionltlU'cuti-igliirmiiiclm 

htf,  aHil  •jitlt  isto  quirtorx,  and  il.c  wp-wuod  [tru5B<'d  off.    Ii  i* 

^boi   trmij  Rx  Ibc  Trow— u  llic  imtniiucnt  iimJ  for  splitting 

JiblDflc*  I*  called.      A  p^ood  fplitlrr  will  kcc|i  two  rich  iilinTiiij; 

tni   |««kitif;>     The   j-iofia  lliickncM  i*  four  to  the  inch  :  the 

|«ki^&mjii«  ibouU  ht  tony  invlien  loii|[,  uid  oodiuo  fitly 

riinn  of  •iriagtt*,  Hlitdi  iiisk«  ■  tlioiiuml.    Thv  [vice  ruic* 

^«a)  flto   tkiTlinp  to  tcrcti  uid  nlipi-ncc,  according  lo  qnalily. 

Vha  vpptr  bu  U  llic  pnckin^-fniiQu  ahuittd  W  wcdgfil  down  icry 

t^tly  ttCNM  tli«  vunttc  of  tlie  buDcli,  wliicli  vill  \iev\i  iJioin 

tw  mrptof  with  tW  mm; 

r  i 
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ing  with  wheat,  1  discharged  my  two  Irishmen,  of    I 
whom  I  vias  very  glad  to  be  rid.     I  would  advise  ■ 
new  colonists  never  to  employ  men  who  have  not  ^ 
been  some  time  in  Canada  :  it  is  much  better  to 
pay  higher  wages  than  to  be  troubled  with  fel- 
lows who  know  nothing  about  the  work  of  the 
country.    Besides,  those  persons,  though  accus- 
tomed to  bad  wages  and  food  at  home,  actually 
esi)ect  bettor  i)rovisions  and  wages  than  men  who 
thoroughly  understand  tlieir  business :  lake  the., 
following  for  a  fair  example. 

One  day,  a  stout  able-bodied  fellow,  a   fresh] 
importfttiou  from  the  emerald   isle,  dressed   ii 
breeches  open  at  the  knees,  long  worsted  stock-l 
ings,  rucked  down  to  the  ankles,  and  a  great-coat* 
with  at  least  three  capes,  while  a  high-crowned, 
black  hat,  the  top  of  which  opened  and  shut  wit 
every  breeze  like  the  lid  of  a  basket,  complet 
his  costume — rather  a  curious  one  for  July,  witl 
the  thermometer  above  80*  in  the  shade — accosted^ 
me  with — "  Does  yer  honor  want  to  hire  a  bojj 
to-day  V 

He  stood  at  least  six  feet  in  his  stockings, 

"  What  can  you  do,  and  what  makes  you  we 
that  great  coat  this  hot  weather?" 

"  Why,  sure,  yer  honour,  it 's  a  good  un  to  k« 
out  the  heat,  and  I  can  do  almost  anything." 


AN  IBISH   LABOtTRER. 

"  Ckn  you  log,  chop,  or  fence  T " 

"No." 

"  Can  you  plough  1 " 

"  No  ;  but  I  think  I  could  soon  larn." 

**  dan  you  mow  or  cradle  wheat  t" 

**  I  can  mow  a  trifle,  but  I  don't  know  what 
the  other  thing  is  at  all,  at  all." 

"  Pray,  then,  what  can  you  do  1" 
L— **  Well,  then,  ycr  honour,  I  am  illigant  at  the 
PPdc  entirely." 

"  WTiat  wages  do  you  expect  t" 

"  Twelre  dollars,  sir,  and  my  hoord,  if  it  be 
plasing  to  yoa." 

I  "  No,  DO,  my  good  fellow  ;  1  do  not  please 
10  do  any  such  tliiDg.  and  1  do  not  think  any  one 
felse  in  Im  senses  will,  either.  I  think  you  had 
lieUer  apply  for  work  to  the  road-contractors, 
who  require  a  good  deal  of  spade-labour,  which 
I  think  is  at  present  all  you  are  fit  for." 

Upon  returning  to  my  xhanty  in  the  evening, 
I  was  surprised  lo  find  that  my  brother-in-law  had 
ust  arrived  witli  the  intelligence  of  the  birth  of 
my  first-born  son,  and  the  dangerous  illness  of  my 
dear  wife.  Little  hope  was  entertained  of  her  reco- 
Irery.  My  poor  Rnimu  had  been  safely  delivered 
)f  a  fine  l>oy,  and  was  supposed  to  be  progrcss- 
ug  favourably,  when  some  alamiing  symptoms 
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SAD  JOURNCY   TO  DARLIKOTON. 

appeared  which  made  it  necessary  to  scad  im* 
mediately  for  me. 

Long  before  dawa  I  was  some  miles  upon  mj 
sad  journey  to  Darlington.  I  had  no  horse.  The" 
way  was  loiig  and  toilsome;  and  I  had  bad 
neither  time  for  rest  nor  appetite  for  food.  I 
loved  my  amiable  and  excellent  wife  with  all  tli 
warmth  of  a  youthful  husband  unit«d  to  tbfl 
object  of  his  affections.  1  am  very  fond  of  little* 
children,  and  the  idea  of  having  one  of  my  own 
to  pet  and  work  for  had  given  a  stimulus  to  all 
my  labours.  My  first-born  seemed  dearly  pur^ 
chased  now  at  the  cost  of  his  poor  mother's  peril. 
Still,  my  ardent  tcmpcmment  led  mo  to  hope  thaU 
my  dear  wife  would  be  spared.  Her  loss  seemed 
an  event  too  dreadful  to  realize,  for  the  Ixiy-hoa- 
band  liad  had  no  experience  in  sorrow  then,  and 
his  buoyant  spirits  had  never  anticipated  (he 
crushing  blow  that  had  already  annihilated  bis 
visions  of  domcMtic  happiness.  Fifty-five  miles 
lay  between  me  and  niy  suffering  wife.  The 
roads  were  heavy  from  the  effects  of  the  late 
rains,  and  I  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  my  way, 
which  added  three  miles  to  my  long  pedestrian 
journey.  Onoe  I  overbook  a  cart  containing  il 
boy  and  girl,  whom  I  vainly  entreated  to  give  me 
a  ride.     I  told  them  the  painful  circumstani 
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wbicli  induced  roc  to  solicit  tlicir  aid ;  but  the 
Iwv  was  over-cautious,  and  tJie  girl  unusually 
lianl-heartcd  for  one  of  her  kind  and  Compaq 
nonatc  sex.  I  could  vasilv  have  compelled  thcni 
'.o  give  me  a  seat,  but  for  a  sense  of  moral  justice 
nlucli  would  not  permit  me  to  take  that  by  force 
which  they  denied  to  pity.  M;  boyisli  indigna- 
tion, I  recollect,  was  so  great  that  I  could  scarcely 
help  ttiruwing  stones  after  mj  unkind  fellow* 
trarellers. 

It  wu  evening  by  the  tiuio  I  reached  Darlington 
Mills,  and  I  was  still  fire  miles  from  my  father- 
in-law's  hous&  It  vas  quite  dark,  and  I  was  so 
overpowered  with  my  fifty  miles'  walk,  that  to 
proceed  without  rcfre»hnient  and  rest  appeared 
tbea  to  bo  impossible.  1  stopped  at  the  tavern 
and  asked  for  some  tea. 

I  bad  scarcely  been  seated  two  minutes  before 
some  men  entered,  in  whose  conversation  I  be- 
came  iiumediatcly  and  deeply  Interested.  They 
were  discossing  what  to  tlicui  was  merely  local 
news,  but  the  question,  "  When  is  tlie  fuueral  to 
take  placet "  riveted  my  attention  at  once. 

Putting  down  the  much-needed  but  untasted 
refreshment,  I  demanded  of  the  speaker  "  \Vhose 
fuoeran"     My  heart  at  once  foretold  from  its 


MY   WIFES  DEATH. 

Ye-8,  she  in  whom  I  had   placed  my 
hopes  of  a  life-long  happincus   wa^  indeed,  ao 
more.      She  was  sDatclicd  away  in  the  brightjH 
laoming  of  her  existence  with  the  rapturous  feel^ 
ings  of  maternity  just  budding  into  life.     I  Dcver 
knew  how  I  got  out  of  the  house,  or  in  what 
manner  I  performed  tlie  last  five  miles  of  th^ 
journey.     But  I  remember  that  in  iJic  excitement 
of  that  hour  I  felt  neither  hunger,  thirst,  nor 
weariness.    Sometimes   I  doubted  the  truth  o: 
what  I  had  heard.     Indeed,  it  seemed  really  t' 
dreadful  to  be  true. 

On  my  arrival  at  my  father-in-law's  hoa'M;, 
found  that  the  information  I   had    accidentall 
heard  was  uufortunatuly  a  sad  reality.     My  br 
ther-in-law  had  not  left  Darlington  an  hour  o 
his  journey  to  Otonalme  before  my  wife  breathei 
Iier  lust.     1  had  not  even  the  consolation  of  bid- 
ding her  a  last  adieu.      Tew  can  comprehend  m 
feelings  on  this  trying  occasion,  except  those  who' 
Iiave  suffered  under  a  similar  bereavcmcul.     I 
was  not  yet  twenty-one  years  of  age.    I  was  in  & 
strange  countrj' — the  tie  .severed  between  me  and 
my  only  friends  in  a  maancr  so  afflicting  and 
melancholy— all  my  hopes  and  future  prospects 
in  life  dashed,  us  it  were,  to  the  ground.     I  had 
expended  all  my  little  capital  in  providing  a 
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fortable  home  for  her,  who,  olns!  was  doomed 
oever  to  behold  it :  and  I  bad  a  little  son  to 
bring  up  without  the  aid  of  my  poor  Kinma, 
whose  piety  and  sweet  temper  would  have  been 
90  invaluable  to  our  child. 

A  nurse  was  obtained  for  my  poor  uiothcrless 
babe,  the  babe  over  whom  I  shed  so  many  tears — 
a  sad  welcome,  tbis,  to  as  fine  a  boy  as  ever  a 
father's  eye  looked  upon ! 

I  followed  the  remains  of  my  beloved  wife  to 
the  gmve ;  and  then  tarried  for  a  month  in  that 
boose  of  sorrow.  My  only  consolation  was  de- 
rired  from  my  knowledge  that  Emma  loved  her 
Saviour,  and  put  her  trust  in  him  while  passing 
through  tJie  valtey  of  the  shadow  of  death. 

**  now  manj  bn]N>  hurt  iftvag  in  nkdUaoc  hence ; 

Tlieii  tnee  jvt  ligliu  th«  iliui  wlierc  Uiou  ait  iletping. 
A  wIhiiw  jay  <Mns  u'<r  me,  tad  k  srair 
Of  iTiuDiidi  blent  vith  nuuif'*  gmh  of  VMping." 

I  left  my  Uttlc  son  in  the  care  of  his  Irish 
notse,  and  quitted  my  friend's  bouse,  with  a 
heavy  heart,  for  my  now  sotticiacnt  at  Otonabee. 
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CHAPTER  K. 


RITURK   TO  0T4HADBB. — HESIVotRKCV  OP  HT  KBlnlllinl;!!.- 

OM  ierinnKr  to  a  xsTTLEa,  —  his  ukdouii  MwronrcsML- 
MRrtoitLAKi  or  mil  Lirit, 


I  RF.Ti;aM:D  in  sadness  to  my  lonely  and  desolatd 
Iiomo,  feeling  like  a  shijjivrockcd  mariner,  cast 
upon  a  desert  shore.    In  fact,  I  had  to  hegin  life 
again,  without  the  stimulus  of  domestic  love  to 
(iviickcn  my  exertions.     I  had  left  my  land  u; 
sown,  and  therefore  the  prospect  of  a  crop 
wheat  for  thu  next  yearns   harvcAt  was,   I  felt 
assured,  entirely  gone.    Tpon  reaching  my  clear- 
ing, I  was  surprised  to  find  my  fallow  not  only 
sown  but  showing  the  green  blade,  for  somaj 
friendly  hands  had  been  at  work  for  me  in  m 
absence,  that  pecuniary  losses  might  not  be  added 
to  my  heavy  domestic  bereavement.  m 

On  inquiry,  I  found  1  was  indebted  to  the" 
considerate  kindness  of  my  oxcellont  neighbour 
Mr.  Rcid  and  his  sons,  for  this  act  of  Ghristianf 
beue^'olence.    I  hurried  to  his  house  to  tliank 
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liUD  for  the  important  sorvic«  he  bad  rendered 
one,  to  whom  lie  was  almost  a  slraugcr.  He  con- 
sidered, however,  that  he  bad  done  nothing  more 
tfaui  a  nciglibourlj'  dutj,  and  inastcd  that  I 
should  take  up  my  abode  with  hitn,  instead  of 
retunuog  to  m}'  tmtiuislied  and  mclanclioly  home. 

ity  residence  under  his  hospitable  roof  in- 
creased mj  eslcem  for  his  character,  which  my 
\oag  eipcrienco  of  six-and-twenly  years  has  never 
diminislied.  Mrs.  Reid  treated  me  with  maternal 
kiodoess ;  and  in  their  amiable  &mily-circle  my 
brulaed  heart  recovered  its  peace,  and  my  spirits 
their  healthy  tone.  The  kindly  dispoMUon  of  my 
host  in  all  Ms  domestic  relations,  his  cheerful 
activity,  pure  morality,  and  unaJFected  piety,  pre- 
sentctl  an  admirable  example  to  a  young  man 
Ml  without  guidance  in  a  distant  colony.  But 
I  did  not  at  that  time  ttiink  about  becoming  his 
soo-iD-hLw,  though  I  had  been  several  months 
donwsticated  in  his  family,  till  the  alacrity  dis- 
played by  his  eldest  daughter  in  hastening  to  the 
aasjstancc  of  a  wounded  neighbour,  through  the 
unknown  intricacies  of  a  C^anadinn  forest,  led  mc 
iff  consider  her  character  in  a  new  and  endearing 
point  of  view. 

A  )lr.  G.  and  his  family  had  just  commenced  a 
settlomcDt.  about  four  miles  east  of  Mr.  Iteid's 
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clearing,  wlicn,  early  one  morning,  his  eldest 
a  lad  of  twelve  or  thirteen,  with  a  face  full 
trouhlc  mn  to  tell  us  **  that  his  father  had  n 
cut  his  foot  off  with  Bu  axo  whilo  chopping 
to  build  his  house,  that  his  mother  could  not 
the  bleeding,  and  that  they  were  afraid  he  won! 
bleed  to  death." 

Mr.  Ucid's  eldest  daughter  immediately  vol 
tecred  to  return  with  tiie  boy,  to  render  vlot 
assistance  she  could.  Without  any  thought  rf 
fatigue,  or  danger,  or  trial  to  her  feelings,  she 
set  uut  instantly  with  the  proper  bandages.  Mr. 
Reid,  his  sons,  and  myself  were  all  chopping  in 
the  woods  when  the  lad  came,  so  tlmt  Mary  fol- 
lowed the  spontaneous  impulse  of  her  own  heart ; 
but  as  soon  as  we  heard  wliat  had  happened,  her 
father  sent  over  the  river  for  our  nearest  neigh- 
bour, a  stout  canny  Scotchman,  to  assist  us  in 

[carrying  the  wounded  man    through  the  woods 

'to  his  (Mr.  Reid's)  house. 

John  Morison  readily  obeyed  the  summons; 
and  had  wo  required  uuy  additional  help  we 
should  have  had  no  difficulty,  in  a  case  like  this,, 
of  finding  plenty  of  volunteers.  The  only  roafi 
leading  to  Mr.  G.'s  was  from  the  town,  a  mera 
bash-road,  and  full  three  miles  farther  than  if 
we  could  go  straight   back  through  the  wooda 
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Aii  the  number  of  his  lot  was  the  same  as 
the  unc*  frc  reiudcd  od,  ire  knew  tli&t  a  direct 
tut  course  would  briug  us  n-ithin  call  of  his 
clearing.  It  was,  therefore,  agreed  that  Mr.  Rcid's 
eldest  son  ^ould  eadeavour,  with  a  puckct  com- 
pass, to  run  a  lino  in  the  direction  which  wc 
wanted  to  go,  am)  that  I  should  blazcf  out  the 
line  with  the  axe,  while  the  rest  cbopfiod  out  the 
uudcT-brush  and  leTelled  the  puih  sufficiently  wide 
lo  allow  the  passage  of  a  iittvr. 

We  had  some  difficulty  in  avoiding  one  or  two 
small  swamps  and  a  high  hill,  but  finaltj  suc- 
ceeded iu  fiudiiig  a  good  line  of  road ;  and  so 
accurato  was  our  surveyor  and  engineer  in  this, 
his  first  attempt,  that  his  line  actually  struck  the 

*  Bub  «MiOMric<i  b  diTiilo]  ioio  iwo  hiiniirnl  acru  loU, 
aaBibftiB^  bom  tlic  bwnilktj  tine  from  iiiinil>i.T  aar  iipwnriis. 
Aooonliiig  lo  the  new  tanvj,  Uic  lou  ran  nearly  cMt  and  wm; 
ihentiMt,  amitier  cine  in  Ae  ■Rnt  conccsaion  will  huve  a,  vonc- 
iyandiiif  nwnber  mat,  mfom  nery  coiicra*jun  in  ihc  tuwnehip. 

t  Bkiinp  is  « temi  om-O  iiy  thr  baobHoodsiniin  fur  chopfiing 
ofl  •  punioD  of  Oio  Iwrk  rr<>m  eauli  «iclc  uf  ■  tree  lo  mark  n  *iii- 
ivfot'i  Hoc  Ifaroiifih  tbc  woods.  Ail  cnncmion  rnBdi,oT  lal  Ddm' 
arc  BMikcd  in  iliit  masnet ;  wb«i«v«r  «  lot  lim-  utrlLi-s  a  c«iic<*- 
HM,  ■  alioTl  pox  mill  tbc  iiumbpr  of  ihu  lot  and  ccmMasion  b 
tnrk«J  OB  <is«L  sidt-  of  ilio  pott.  If  •  in*  mibm  ilirrcil;  un  Uw 
iina  wfacrc  the  put  (hould  be  pUnted,  iltr  troc  i*  siihsiiiiitT'l.  A 
lAe  m  made  no  caeb  Mdc,  about  ihirc  fecX  from  tiic  ^oQnd, 
and  lb*  nmnben  mailed.  I  buic  frt^ucuily  in  tlic  mniicr  of  cli>- 
p«t«d  linm  tccn  lliu  (uivpym  out  tliv  old  \i\mv  ufT,  piilinps  uf 
t>«alj  f  e"r«'  growth,  wid  itiM«i*i  tlie  niiiiil>cr»  prTfiTt,  although 
tka  wwnI  had  nadc  iiKfa  agiowth  uror  th«  criginol  blue. 
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little  cho]>piiig*  of  not  more  thaii  a  quarter  oS  tta 
acre  where  poor  0.  lay. 

It  yias  past  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  before 
tlic  road  was  completed  and  the  litter  niado,  Uia 
la^  being  effected  by  cutting  two  iron-wood  poles 
eight  feet  long,  and  fastening  them  together  bj 
broad  stHtps  of  bass-wood  bark  three  foet  a[mt. 
A  blanket,  doubled,  was  then  laid  over  tlicse  _ 
straps,  upon  which  wc  placed  the  poor  man,  whosef 
bleeding  wound  had  been  stopped  with  some  diffi- 
culty. 

It  appeared  that  a  small  twig  had  caught  thi 
axe,  which  caused  it  to  glance  in  its  descent,  and 
struck  the  instep  of  his  right  foot,  making  a  gash 
about  five  inches  long,  the  edge  of  the  axe  coming 
out  at  the  sole  of  the  foot.     It  was  a  dreadful  cut,  ■ 
—one  of  the  worst  I  ever  saw — and  I  have  seen 
and  dressed  a  great  many  axe  wounds  since  ro; 
residence  in  Canada- 
Mr.  G.  was  a  very  heavy  man,  and  as  otUt/  four, 
persons  could  conveniently  carry  him  at  once,  wo 
found  it  v&Tf  iiard  work.    1  was  completely  done 
up  when  wc  reached  the  house. 

Mr.  Ileid  and  bis  &mily  did  eveiytlung  in  tb^ 

■  Tbii  gvntleniiui,  Joliii  BciJ,  Esq.  IB  now  a  dtpiity  prorincial 
auTTtyvr  ainl  cnuiil)r  cugluecr.  As  &  !&nd.KutTC}or  (Iktc  otc  kw 
bolter  in  ilio  province. 
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power  to  moke  biin  and!  his  wife  comfortable.  Mr. 
Stewart,  his  brothor-in-hiw,  kindly  sent  for  two  of 
tbo  childrcu  :  Uto  oUicr  two  rcuiaiuuil  with  tLeir 
Dither  and  mother. 

It  was  ton  months  l>efore  the  poor  invalid  was 
able  to  leave  hb  hospitable  host,  and  resume  hia 
.settlement  in  the  bush.  I  mention  thi3*1ittle  cir- 
cumstance to  liliow  wlutt  kiudl}'  feelings  exist 
between  the  settlers,  especially  in  cases  of  this 
kind.  I  shall  also  relate  some  remarkable  passages 
in  this  poor  man's  life  which  present  an  almost 
onpaTallcted  train  of  misfortune.  I  sliall  tell  his 
di.smal  story,  as  nearly  as  poeable,  in  his  own 
words. 

The  cxperienco  of  life  proves  to  a  certainty, 
that  some  persons  are  compelled  to  drink  deeper 
of  the  cup  of  adversity  than  others,  nay  even  to 
drain  it  to  the  dre^. 

Wc  know  that  the  Jews  of  old  and  the  heathen 
world  still  suppose  that  such  are  visited  for  their 
aos  by  the  judgment  of  Ueaven  ;  but  the  Divine 
Teacher  has  taught  us  better  thing;?,  and  warned 
QS  against  such  rash  oonclusioos.  instructing  us 
indeed  that 

Tlwtv  »mr\j  i*  >oiii«  guudiui  pawn 

Thu  rightlv  ■iiffcn>  wnq;  ; 
GiiM  vice  Id  IiImoi  Ha  liiile  lioar, 

Bat  tlitoe  Ute  ud  long." 
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Poor  G.  was  one  of  these  unfortunate  pe: 
whose  inclancliolj  bistorj  I  will  uow  relate, 
his  own  wonls. — lie  was,  it  seems,  a  nati 
Irelaiii],  fruui  which  country  ho  emignited 
after  the  last  American  war,  with  his  wife 
two   children,   leaving  three  otlier  cliildreo 
home  with  his  father  and  mother,  who  were 
jiropriclors  of  a  small  estate  in  Uie  county 
Cork.     He  arrived  safely  with  his  family  at 
Big  Buy  in  Whitby  (Windsor,)  and  purctuised  a 
lot  of  land  close  to  the  lake-shore. 

In  those  days,  titc  otuigraut's  trials  were  in- 
deed hard,  compared  witL  what  tlioy  arc  no*.: 
The  country  was  quite  unsettled,  excepting  ttut 
here  aod  there  the  nucleus  of  a  small  village 
appeared  to  vary  its  loneliness,  for  the  clearings 
were  mofltly  confined  to  the  vicinity  of  the  -Great 
Lake.  There  were  no  plank,  gravel,  or  macadam- 
ize<l  roads  then ;  saw  and  grist-mills  were  few- 
and-far-hctweeii.  It  was  no  uncommon  tbii^ 
then  fur  a  farmer  to  go  thirty  or  forty  miles  to 
mill,  which  cause  indeed  sometimes  detained  him 
a  whole  week  from  his  family  ;  and,  even  more^ 
L  if  any  accident  had  happened  to  the  machinoiy. 
V  Besides  this  inconvenicuco,  he  had  to  encounter 
I  risks  for  himself  and  his  cattle,— from  bad  bridgea, 
^Ueup  inuddioles,  and  many  other  aanoyaooos — I 
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■igbt  saj,  with  truth,  "  too  numerous  to  men- 
tioa."  The  few  fanns  in  that  neighbourhood 
irere  then  chiefly  occupied  by  Americans,  some  of 
wbom  had  found  it  highly  desirable  to  expatriate 
dienuelvcs ;  and  might  have  exclaimed  with  the 
oL>lcbrat«d  pick-pocI[et,  Barriogton,  in  a  prologue 
-spdken  to  a  convict-audience  in  }{ew  South 
Wales, - 


"  FrkaJii  Ut  ii  ufldarMooiI, 
Wr  UA  out  ttamwj  Tm  nor  coiuttr;'!  JootL" 

I  hare  no  intention  of  reflecting  hero  on  the 
national  honour  of  the  American  nation  ;  but  it 
is  a  wcll'known  fact,  that  many  of  the  early 
fruntier  settlers  were  persons  who  had  evaded  the 
P&jment  of  tlieir  just  debts  or,  perhaps,  legal 
penalties  for  worse  offences,  by  crossing  the  lines, 
and  forming  scttleraents  in  Canada.  Such  per- 
sons are  not  a  fair  specimen  of  American  cha- 
ntcter.  Individ  ually,  I  hare  nothing  to  say 
againxt  the  Americans,  but  rather  the  contrary, 
far  I  have  found  them  good  and  obliging  neigh- 
bours. 

I  bare  heard  it  generally  asserted,  that  the 
Yankees  arc  the  greatest  rogues  under  the  sun. 
If  smartness  in  trading,  or  barter,  be  roguery, 
they  richly  deserve  the  epithet ;  but  I  deny  th«X 
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their   intcotioDS  are  one  whit  more 
than  tliose  of  the  {>er»)n!;  nith  whom  ttiej  (ndir, 
Tlint  their  uotural  ghrenduoss  and  general  kiii 
ledge  gire  them  an  advantage,  I  am  quite 
to  admit ;  and  perhaps  ttiej  are  not  over-; 
pulous  in  exercising  it  to  the  discomfiture  of 
le8»-^fted  neighbours. 

Unfortuiiatelj,  Air.  G.  purchased  his  land  of 
squatter,  who  had  no  title  himsclT,  and  coi 
quentlj  could  give  none  to  the  purchaser.  wh<^ 
after  three  or  four  years  of  hard  labour  upon  i 
when  he  had  fondly  hoped  ho  had  surwountel 
the  greatest  difficulties — found  that  the  Goven- 
ment  had  issued  a  deed  for  tlie  benefit  df  anothet 
person  before  bo  camo  into  posscsaou,  who  codd 
not  be  induced  to  give  up  hia  legal  rights  to  thsl 
unfortunate  cultivator.  He  was  so  di.>ibcar(ened 
bj  this  occurrence,  that  ho  determined  to  sell  nil 
he  had  and  leave  the  country,  which  reeolutioa 
he  put  into  immediate  execution. 

Ue  took  a  passage  for  himself  and  family  \a  a 
abip,  timher-hideD,  from  Quebec,  bound  for  Liver- 
pool It  was  late  in  the  fall :  the  vessel  was  on< 
of  the  last  that  sailed  ;  oonsoqucntly,  tbey  expe- 
rienced very  rough  weather,  accompanied  with 
mow  and  sleet.  Mid-way  across  the  Atlantic, 
they  encountered  a  dreadful  storm,  which  left  th 
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ship  a  mere  wreck  on  tho  ocean.  To  add  to 
tlieir  misfortunes,  a  plank  had  started,  owing,  it 
waa  supposed,  to  tiic  stiifting  of  some  part  of  the 
caigo  during  tho  gale;  and  so  quickly  did  the 
TosBel  fill,  that  they  only  saved  two  cight-puund 
pieoea  of  Bait  j>ork  and  a  fvw  bi^uits. 

"  I  hid,"  he  said,  "  also  in  my  pocket,  a  paper 
ooDtaining  two  or  throe  ounces  of  cream  of 
tartir.  Lud:ily,  a  cask  of  water,  lafihed  on  deck, 
was  proTidentially  preserrcd,  amidst  tttc  general 
destructioQ. 

"Our  ship's  company  consisted  of  the  captain, 
mate,  ai^  six  seamen,  besides  a  medical  man, 
myself,  la^  poor  wife,  and  two  children,  who  were 
cabin  passengers.  We  made  sereiul  unsuccessful 
atttfmpts  to  procure  a  supply  of  provisions ; 
con5e<)ueQtly,  it  became  absolutely  Decessary  to 
p.re  out  what  wo  had  in  the  smallest  possible 
ntioos. 

**  The  fourth  niglit  was  usliered  in  by  another 
sUinn,  more  terrific  ercu  tliau  the  last.  A  heavy 
9»  struck  the  vessel,  sweeping  overboard  tlie 
captain  Mni  three  seamen  ;  and  the  poor  doctor's 
teg  vros  broken  at  tho  same  time,  by  a  loose 
sp&r. 

"  We  passed  a  fearful  nighl ;  nor  did  the 
momipg  add  to  our  comfort,  for  my  daugliler 


J&i 


n6 


PARTICULARS   OP   HIS   LIFE. 


died  from  exposure  and  want,  just  as  Uie  daj 
dawned. 

"On  the  seventh  morDing,  the  doctor,  trbtj 
liad  sufercd  the  greatest  a^ouy  from  tiis  8wolko| 
leg,  sank  at  lost ;  the  paper  of  CK'am  of 
I  had  in  my  pocket  being  the  onljr  relief  for  bit 
dreadful  fever,  during  hi^  misery.  My  puor  wifsl 
and  rcmaiiiing  child  soon  followed.  We  now] 
had  line  dry  weather,  which  was  some  relief  t»] 
our  intolerable  misery. 

"On  the  twentieth  day,  the  last  of  our  pro- 
vhiious  was  consumed,      t  had  an  old  pair 
deer-skiu  mocassins  on  my  feet :  these  wc  care-] 
fully  divided  amongst  us.     We  had  now  aerioulj 
thoughts   of  drawing  lots,   to  see  which  of  usj 
should  die,  for  the    preservation  of  the 
I,  however,  begged  they  would  defer  such  a  dread- 
ful alternative  to  the  latest  minute. 

"On  the  twenty-first  night  of  our  disaster,  I  had 
a  most  n>niarkablo  dream  :  I  thought  I  saw  a  fino' 

I  ship  bcariog  down  to  our  assistance,  and  tliat  she 
was  called  "  The  London  of  London."  I  related 
tny  drcau)  to  my  companions,  in  hopes  it  might 
raise  their  spirits,  which,  however,  it  lailed  to  do  jfl 
for  nothing  was  to  be  scon  on  that  drcarj-  waste 
of  water,  though  we  scanned  the  horizon  iu  every 
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tiinelj  s|)okc  a  word,  when  suddcolj  the  sun, 
irhidi  bad  been  obscured  all  the  raoniing,  shone 
oat  brightly  and  vwrm  for  the  seaaou  of  the  year. 
J  mecliauically  raised  myself  and  looked  over  the 
bulwark^  when,  to  my  astonishment  and  delight, 
I  beheld  a  ship,  the  very  counterpart  of  the  one 
I  had  scon  in  my  dream,  bearing  down  directly 
for  die  wreck. 

"  It  is  not  easy  to  describe  our  various  feelings 
on  tJiis  occafflon  :  we  could  scarcely  believe  our 
aenscs  when  the  boat  came  along  side-  We  were 
so  reduced  by  famine  and  exposure,  that  we  had 
to  be  lifted  into  her.  In  this  state  of  exhaustion 
every  attention  was  paid  m  by  tbe  humane  cap- 
tain and  crew. 

"  As  soon  as  I  was  on  board,  I  asked  the  name 
of  the  Tcsscl,  when  I  was  surprised  to  find  she 
was  called  the  '  Portaferry  of  Portaferry.'  Al- 
though the  name  was  not  that  borne  by  the 
Teasel  of  whicb  I  had  dreamed,  it  rau^  be  con- 
ndered  at  least  a  remarkable  coincidence. 

•^  Great  care  was  taken  to  prevent  us  eating  too 
niTenously  at  first :  we  received  every  kindness 
our  weak  condition  required  ;  but,  notwithstand- 
ing these  precautions,  two  of  my  companions  in 
misen'  died  before  we  reached  Ireland. 
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"  When  wc  arrived  at  Strsiigford,  in  Uie 
of  Ireland,  I  was  cntirel;  dcstitut* — I  bad 
Qvervthing  I  possessed.     Fortunately  for  idc^< 
belonged  to  the  honourable  fraternity  of  Free  i 
Accepted  Masons,  who  kindly  furnished  me  irit 
clothing,  and  money  sufficient  to  take  me 
which  I  i-euched  in  safety. 

"  Like  almost  every  person  who  has  rcaded  i 
few  years  in  Cunuda,  I  found   it  inipo>ssible 
content  my^lf  at  heme  ;  and,  olthougli  I  had 
great  reason  to  be  fond  of  the  country  m 
count  of  the  treatment  I  had  experienced,  st 
therQ  is  that  iudescribaUc  chann  in  the  free 
of  a  Canadian  settler,  Khich  is  wanting  iu  a  mo 
civilized  country :  I,  tlierefore,  determined  on 
more  to  try  my  fortune. 

"  I  accordingly  embarked  witli  the  yoong  wife] 
had  lately  married,  and  the  three  children  I  faa 
formerly  left  iu  Ireland  with  my  parents.  W« 
sailed  early  iu  the  spring  of  1825.  lly  ill  luck 
still  attended  me ;  for  owing  to  tbe  dense  fogs 
we  experienced  on  the  banks  of  NcwfoundtaDd. 
we  got  out  of  our  course,  and  our  ship  struck 
th«  shore  near  Cape  Ray  :  fortunately  the  sea 
was  smooth  and  the  weather  fine :  so  that  when 
daylight  broke  we  were  able,  without  much  diifi^ 
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k  to  be  landed  oq  that  most  inliOHpitable 


•■  t\'^rp  the  t)uMi  cf  nuiy  n  Mil  ibip  tic  buried." 

■TTe  saved  little  or  nothing  from  the  wreck  ; 
;  18  tfao  day  advanced,  the  wind  freshened  into 
pist,  vhich  blowing  on  shore,  soon  settled  th« 
of  our  gallant  bark.  The  shore  was  soon 
with  casks,  hiUcs,  and  packages,  some  of 
we  were  able  to  securo.  Our  captain 
a  email  fisbing-Tcsscl,  wliich  landed  us 
safel;  at  Quebec.  And  now,  jou  see, 
during  almost  unheard-of  sufferings,  I  am 
pro^rated  by  this  unfortunate  accident." 
8uch  was  Oie  account  given  mo  by  Mr.  G — -, 
«k>  put  into  my  baud,  at  the  same  time,  an  old 
Bd&st  newspaper,  contaiuing  the  account  of  his 
fittt  wreck  and  sufferings.  So  I  hare  so  reason 
(0  donbt  tlie  entire  tniih  of  his  statement 

After  his  foot  healed  he  returned  to  his  land, 
lad.  with  the  assistance  of  his  family,  cleared  up 
a  h^  farm.  His  location,  however,  was  not 
well  chosen  ;  and,  consequently,  he  was  not  a 
thriving  settler,  lie,  however,  managed  to  bring 
op  a  Ut^  family,  who  are  now  sufficieotly  inde- 
pcaideot  of  him  to  maiotain  themselves  and  fami- 
comfortablj. 
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On  bis  father's  death,  about  three  ^'ears  sini 
licrctTirned  with  his  wife  to  Irelaud,  where  I 
lieve  ho  intends  to  pass  the  remainder  of  bis  dai 

I  wish  to  make  one  remark  before  closing 
chapter :  docs  it  not  speak  well  for  Oanaik,  nt 
a  person,  who  was  neither  an  acUre  nor  a  ci 
'  person,  and  who  had  eufierod  almost  unhea: 
misfortunes,  was  still  able  to  gain  a  Uving 
see  his  familj  settled   in  comparative  oomft 
Under  such  circumslauocs,  what  would  have 
the  fate  of  these  people  in  England  or  Ireland 
—Abject  pauperism. 
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kn»M  ran  ht  iicoko  mirsiaoe.— DAXOtiton  4d«ui- 
: —  Ml  «in'«  Kot^rouiJiL  vuiroK.— wr  ruirjinii  roa 
taeKnMK  or  och  ciittitrtCD  cickit.— untix's  xantur 

■  I  in    TD    «K    IU«U    RIUftTT. Dirn    ttUIHttlMT.— UUOH 

,iutt'«  ocn  wmi  mwDt.'-vn  wut-coa  akd  viotobt. 


1  SPOT  the  spring  of  1827  very  pleasantly  in 

company  of  my  new  friends.     I  used  to  go 

to  my  farm  every  morning,  anil  return  in 

CToning  to  a  chocrful  firc-adc  and  agreeable 

Kdety,  which  rewarded  me  for  the  toils  of  the 

hj.      I  bad    fenced  in   my  fields,  planted  my 

iping  crops,  Indian  com,  and  potatoes,   which 

kiked  promising ;  and  I  had  my  house  nearly 

inahed.     I,  therefore,  considered  it  wo^  time  I 

Amid  go  and   reside  in  it,  and   not  trespass 

Mr  longer  on  the  hospitality  of  my  kind  and 

ItDcrous  friends.    As,  howerer,  I  did  not  like 

Ibe  thought  of   living   the  Ufc   of  a  hermit, 

lad  my  little  boy,  for  whom  I  had  sent,  was 

veaocd,  and  growing  healthy  and  lovely  under 

j  the  kind  hospitality  of  my  friends,  required  now  a 
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natcliful  parental  care,  I  proposed  to,  and  was 
ccpted  by,  my  friend's  eldest  daughter,  in  whom  l| 
found  what  I  sought — a  faithful  mother  for  mf  I 
cliild,  and  the  most  devoted  and  affectionate  wife 
for  myself.  A  better  woman,  Indeed,  never  existed. 
For  upwards  of  twenty-two  years  she  shared  my 
various  fortunes,  and  formed  my  greatest  earthly^ 
blessing.    A  few  days  before  my  marriage — aa 
event  to  which  I  natunilly  looked  forward  for  aaj 
increase  of   happiness — -an  accident  occurred 
which  might  have  been  attended  with  fatal 
suits  to  myself,  and  actually  was  so  to  a  lad  whc 
was  in  my  service.    A  kind  Providence,  howcverj 
watched  over  my  life,  and  delivered  me  from  thi| 
danger. 

My  farm  was  situated  on  the  east  shore  of  the 
Otonabee  river,  the  town  of  Peterborough  being  on 
the  west  of  that  Hue ;  and  there  was  no  bridge 
communication  between  us  and  that  place,  so  that 
we  were  obliged  to  cross  in  skiffs,  canoes,  or  any 
other  craft  we  could  get.  When  the  river  i&— 
flooded  in  the  spring,  it  is  dangerous  for  person^ 
crossing,  unless  they  are  well  acquainted  with  the 
management  of  a  canoo.  Several  fatal  accidents 
have  indeed  Itappencd  to  the  inexperienced  at  that 
time  of  the  year,  from  this  cause.  Such  was  the  state 
of  the  river,  when  I  bad  to  cross  it  to  reach  the  stoi 
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I  wanted  to  purchase  some  articles  for  my 
(1  manruige.    The  elrcam  was  Ihon  at  its 
•si  height,  running  with  extreme  rapidity, 
bad.  to  contend  with  its  force,  only  a  small 
loc,  about  twelve  feet  in  length,  by  thirty 
at  its  greatest  breadth,  in  which  three  of 
ventured  upon    the    turbid   water,    uamcly, 
a  Fontaine,  a  French  boy ;  Michael  Walsh, 
myself.     We  crossed  a  little  above  the  new 
Mll^lam,   which  had  been  constructed  ut  the 
Opmse  of  the  Government  for  the  Irish  emi- 
gntion.  and  we  managed  to  get  over  pretty  well, 
■lot  so,  however,  ou  our  return.     I  was  near  the 
Biddlo  of  the  canoe,  with  a  pair  of  small  oars, 
«e  of  the  boys  at  each  end,  and  oil  seated  at  the 
Ufttom  for  greater  security.     In  this  manner  wo 
pit  over  the  main  channel ;  but  owing  to  the 
siridoeas  of  the  current,  we  were  carried  down 
mnch  nearer  the  dam  than  wo  intonJcd.    This 
alaimed  the  boys  a  good  deal.    I  begged  thcni  to 
dt  still,  assuring  tlicm  I  should  be  able  to  fetch 
the  caoov  into  an  oddy  a  little  tuwcr  down  the 
stream.     We  were  at  this  time  close  to  an  iidand, 
which  was  deeply  flooded,  owing  to  the  raising  of 
tbo  water  by  the  construction  of  llie  dam.    From 
the  point  of  this  sunken  island,  a  cedar  tree  had 
&UcD  into  tbo  rivor.     It  was  therefore  uuct^ssaiy 
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'stick  from  the  brush-lieap,  and  swam  near 

gh  to  the  lad  for  him  to  grasp  one  end  of  the 

e,  bidding  bim  leave  the  canoe,  which  I  tolil 

would  be  carried  over  the  dam  to  a  certainty, 

,  him  with  it,  if  he  did  not  abandon  his  bold,  lie, 

apparent  reluctance,  followed  my  directions. 

I  hat  I  had  a  hard  struggle  to  regain  my  former  plaoo 

rofuge,  with  the  boy's  additional  weight.    I 

I  some  trouble  to  persuade  him  to  trust  himself 

Pigun  in  the  water.  And  no  wonder ;  for  darkness 

*t$  &st  approaching,  and  both  the  island  and  a 

lairrow  chaDoel  of  the  river  had  still  to  be  crossed. 

Binrerer,  trusting  to  the  mercy  of  God,  we  again 

(ommittcd  oursclrcs  to  those  wild,  swollen  watery ' 

thieh,  by  the  providence  of  the  Almighty,  we 

iaceenfully  accomplished.     I  was  obliged  to  hold 

Ibe  sUdc  between  my  tocth  whilst  crossing  the 

dtannel,  drawing  along  with  me  my  terrified  com- 

jNUiioo,  it  being  ncceEsary  fur  our  preservation, 

that  I  should  have  the  free  use  of  both  my  anns. 

I  had  OQ  at  the  time  a  velveteen  shooting  coat, 

the  largo  pockets  of  which  were  611ed  with  things 

1  had  just  purchased  ftY)m  the  store ;  among  which 

I  remember  there  was  a  dozen  cups  and  saucers, 

which  added  no  inconsidorabto  weight  to  t)ie 

swimmer. 

As  soon  as  we  made  the  shore,  we  ran  down  to 
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the  fiills,  to  see  if  we  could  bear  anything  of 
poor  bojr.     We  shouted,  for  it  was  now  qt 
dark,  but  all  in  vaia;  tndood,  I  bad  uot 
slightest  hope,  as  I  had  seen  him  carried 
wards  over  the  dam  into  the  boiling  rapids 
where  the  best  swimmer  would  not  have  had 
least  chance.     We  failed  to  discover  his  rema 
thi^n,  but  fuund  his  mangled  body  six  days  after 
wards  in  a  small  lak^  a  mile  and  a  half 
tlie  dam, 

I  was  much  concerned  at  the  fiite  of  my  poor 
young  servant,  but  felt  deeply  gratefiil  for  my  oira 
preservation  and  that  of  Tontaine. 
■    A  few  weeks  after  my  marriage,  I  was  dctwnrf 
one  night  from  home  by  business,  leaving  my  wifft 
her  littlu  sister,  and  a  small  do^  called  Suffolk— 
so  named  by  me  in  honour  of  my  native  county— 
the  sole  occupiers  of  my  house,  of  which  the 
kitchen  was  still  in  an  unfinished  state,  part  of 
the  floor  only  being  laid.    We,  however,  had  to 
make  osn  of  it,  uutil  I  could  procure  more  boards 
to  finish  it,  which,  in  those  days,  were  uot  veiy 
euy  to  obtain. 

In  t])o  middle  of  the  night,  my  wife  and  her 
sister  were  awakened  and  dreadfully  alanncd  by 
—^   a  terrible  noise  in  tlio  kitchen,  accompanied  by 


raepABATioNS  for  his  KBCEFTIOK.      127 

fate  Bare  by  the  low  growls  and  the  fiirj  of 

WoUc,  that  it  was  some  wild  animal,  but  whether 

»  hear  or  wolf  Ihcy  could   not  tell.    Towards 

Uomitig,  this  unwelcome  visitor  took  himself  oS*, 

to  their  infinite  joy.    When  I  came  home,  they 

told  IDC   the  story,  at  which   I  laughed  very 

heartily,  for  I  thought  their  fears  had  maguified 

ibo  visit  of  some  neighbour's  dog  into  a  bear,  or 

some  other  wild  beast ;  but  they  appeared  uncon> 

riuced,  being  both  frightened  and  positive.    My 

vife  declared,  that  in  the  moroing  she  found 

wme  of  the  salt-pork  had  boeu  abstracted  from 

the  barrel,  which  stood  in  one  corner  of  the 

kitdicn,  by  the  savage  guest 

Xow,  I  know  very  well  that  master  Bruin  was 
fond  of  fresh  pork,  and  I  thought  it  possible  that 
ho  migfat  think  the  salt  an  impn>vement.  At 
all  events,  I  resolved  to  bo  prepared,  in  case  he 
dtoald  pay  os  a  second  visit.  Accordingly,  before 
goitag  to  bed,  I  loaded  my  gun  with  ball,  and  tied 
Suffolk  up  in  the  vicinity  of  the  pork-barrel.  At 
midnight  we  were  suddenly  awakened  by  the 
piteous  bowlings  of  the  poor  dog,  and  by  a  noisw, 
ig  if  everything  in  the  room  had  been  violently 
thrown  down.  I  jumped  out  of  bed  instantly, 
ind  seizing  my  gun,  crept  cautiously  along  the 
panage,  till  I  came  to  the  kitchen-door,  which 
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I  tlirew  open,  whoroupon  some  laige  dark-look 
iog  object  made  a  rush  for  tho  unfinished  put 
of  tho  floor.  I  immediately  fired;  but  it  w» 
so  dark,  and  the  beast  so  quick  in  its  mere- 
mentii,  that  I  had  little  chance  of  bitting  him. 
Whether  or  not,  it  had  the  effect  of  scaring  bin 
so  much  that  he  never  resumed  his  nocturnal 
visitation.  Indeed,  1  stopped  his  supplies  from 
m;  larder  bj  finishing  the  floor  and  building 
up  the  hole  between  the  lower  log  of  the  house 
and  the  ground. 

But  to  return  to  my  story.     As  soon  as  tbe 
beast  had  made  his  exit,   wo  lighted  a  candle 
and  examined  the  room,  which  we  found  in  con- 
fusion and  disorder.     Tho  barrel  of  pork  «u 
upset  and  the  brine  running  in  miniature  rivers 
over  the  floor,  while  poor  little  Suffolk  was  bleed- 
ing from  his  wounds — indeed  nearly  killed.  From 
what  I  could  make  out  of  the  footprints  outsida 
1  am  inclined  to  think  my  unwelcome  visiter  ms 
a  bear ;  but  this,  of  course,  will  for  ever  remain 
a  mystery. 
1  have  heard  many  stories  of  their  boldness 
I  some  inistanccs  of  which  I  have  been  an  eye* 
ilne»s.    Not  very  long  after  the  occurrence  I 
^avo  just  related,  the  wife  of  an  Irish  emigrant 
ftw  a  large  bear  walking   very  deliberately  to- 
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wards  the  shanty,  which  no  doubt  ho  mistook  for 
a  pigsty,  and  the  inmates  for  pigs,  for  they  were 
quite  as  dirty,  therefore  it  was  do  great  mistake, 
after  all.  The  woman  and  her  tliro^  childrcu 
had  barely  time  to  get  into  the  potato<celkr 
and  shut  down  the  trap-door,  wlien  Ms  bear-ship 
made  his  forcible  entrance  through  the  feeble 
barrier  the  door  opposed  to  his  streagth,  much  to 
the  dismay  and  terror  of  the  subterranean  lodgers, 
who  lay  tdiaking  and  quaking  for  more  than  an 
hour,  till  the  dying  screams  of  their  fatted  pig 
told  them  he  was  after  game  of  a  more  savoury 
natore. 

Ill  the  fall  of  the  year  it  is  no  uncommon 
thing  for  farmers  to  have  their  pigs  killed  by 
the  bears,  particularly  in  the  new  settlements. 

Bears  are,  we  know,  very  fond  of  good  things. 
They  are  epicures  in  their  way.  Tfacy  liko 
boDGy,  and  love  pork,  and,  you  may  be  sure, 
often  pay  the  settler  a  visit  for  the  sake  of  his 
pigs.  As  Bruin  makes  very  good  eating  him- 
self, tbe^e  vi»itatioD8  arc  sometimes  made  at  the 
risk  of  his  own  bacon ;  bis  warm  jacket,  which 
makes  comfortable  robes  for  tho  settler's  sleigh, 
keeping  him  warm  during  his  journeys  on  plea- 
sure or  business  throughout  the  long  Canadian 
winters. 
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One  day,  I  was  assisting  my  father-in-law 
his  sons  in  logging  up  his  fallow,  when  we  heard  a 
groat  outcry  among  tlic  pigs  in  a  belt  of  woods 
between  Mr-  Reid's  and  Ur.  Stewart's  clearing, 
when,  suspecting  it  was  a  bear  attacking  the 
swine,  wc  ran  for  our  g:uns,  and  made  the  best 
of  our  way  towards  the  spot  from  whence  the 
outcry  proceeded. 

Near  tlic  edge  of  the  clearing  we   met   Mr. 

B ,  who  was  on  a  visit  to  his  friend  and  re- 1 

lative  Mr.  Stewart,  drhing  before  him  Mr.  Reid's 
sow,  which  he  had  just  rescued  from  the  grip  of 
an  iiiinieiise  bear,  that,  alarmed  by  his  shouts^ 
dropped  liis  prey  and  made  off  in  the  direction  of 
a  small  cedar-s^vamp.  Wc  immediately  proposed 
surrounding  the  plaot^  as  there  were  three  of  us 
provided  with  double-barrelled  guns.  Mr. 
took  up  his  station  behind  a  large  tree,  close  to 
where  a  small  creek  ran  into  the  swamp.  My 
brother-in-law  John  and  myself  went  round  to 
the  opposite  side,  which  we  entered  a  few  yard^: 
apart.  We  had  not  proceeded  far,  wlien  an  enor* 
mous  bnite  popped  up  his  head  from  behind  soma  M 
fallen  logs  and  brush,  for  we  had  disturbed  him  in 
the  act  of  devoiiriiig  a  pig.  We  both  fired  at.  the 
same  instant,  but  apparently  without  cficct ;  for 
jscamperetl  off.  passing  within  a  few  feet  of  wli 
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was  hid.  who  fired  only  ono  of  his  barrels. 
Rserring  his  second  io  case  the  bear  sliould  tum 
on  Um.  We  ran  as  fast  aa  we  could  to  the 
mer.  for  we  knev  he  had  gone  in  that  direction. 
Bniin  took  to  the  water  in  fine  style, 
imiDg  across  gallantly.  Before  wo  could  get 
shot  at  him  he  bad  gained  the  opposite 
There  wo  gave  him  a  second  volley,  which 
not  appear  in  the  least  to  retard  bi^  ascent,  su 
I  concluded  tliat  it  was  a  regular  miss  all  round, 
maintained,  howcvor,  that  ho  bad  bit  him, 
wanted  us  to  cross  the  riyer  and  follow  the 
We  only  laughed  at  hira  for  not  liring  his 
1  shot,  and  returned  home  very  much  ci'cst- 
ai  the  ill  sococes  of  our  expedition. 

Had  we  but  complied  with  B 's  wish,  we 

dumld  have  found  our  hunt  had  been  more  sue- 
oarfal  thao  we  iioogincd,  for  eight  or  ten  days 
iftirwards  John  Jlorison  was  going  on  the  oppo- 
site nde  of  tlic  river  to  Foterborough,  when,  upon 
cnssiiig  a  small  creek,  be  came  quite  uncxpect^-dly 
on  the  carcass  of  a  largo  bear,  not  thirty  }'ards 
from  the  honk  we  bad  scon  him  climb.  No  doubt 
B  's  shot  was  (he  fatal  one,  as  be  was  not  more 
than  6tc  or  six  yards  from  him  when  he  fired. 
The  stream,  where  ttio  beast  was  found,  is  in  the 
towndiip  of  Smith,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  Irom 
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Pelcrborougli,  on  the  river  road,  and  is  well- 
known  by  the  name  of  Bear  GreelE  to  this  day. 

Tharo  i^  verj'  little  danger  of  being  attacks 
by  Bruin,  unless  you  first  molest  hitn.    An  oW 
she-bear,  with  cubr,  is  the  most  dangerous  cust 
mcr  to  luoddic  with. 

Major  Elliott,  of  the  Canadian  Militia,  a  gentte-l 
man  with  whom  I  was  well  acquainted,  residiogJ 
near  Rico  Lake,  in  the  township  of  Monaghan,  waaj 
out  one  day  in  the  woods  partridge- shooting,  near 
the  big  swamp  on  the  boundary  line  between  Mo- 
naghan  and  Cavan,  when  he  fell  in  with  several  old  I 
bears  and  their  cubs.    He  bad  only  one  ball  withi 
him  which  he  fired  at  tlic  biggest  fellow  he  couldi 
see  among  them,  and  wounded  him  very  severely, 
though  not  enough  to  stop  blm  from  following  his^ 
companions.     But  Clliutt  was  not  the  man  to  be  * 
.baulked  without  an  effort  to  capture  his  wounded 
'  adversary  ;  so,  being  in  want  of  a  ball,  he  cut  off 
from  his  waistcoat  some  open-work  brass  buttons, 
with  which  be  loaded  his  gun,  and  followed  tk« 
track  of  the  wounded  bear,  which  ho  soon  over-J 
took.  ' 

Bruin,  however,  being  possessed  of  consider- 
able  pluck,  inimediately  faced  about  and  attacked! 
'  the  inajor,  who  gave  him  a  ta&te  of  the  buttons, 
las  he  advanced.    But  the  bear,  nothing  daunted. 


daunted,  J 


returned  to  the  charge,  which  Elliott  met  with  a 
blow  from  the  butt-cud  uf  his  gua,  that  was 
instaatiy  struck  from  his  hand  by  his  formidable 
antagonist,  who  ipimediately  closed  with  him. 
Ii  DOW  became  a  regular  stand-up  fight  between 
Major  Elliott  and  Ursu^  Major.  For  a  long  iJnie 
it  was  doubtful  which  would  come  ufT  victorious. 
Elliott  was  ecvcrcly  wounded  about  the  breast  and 
anna ;  notwithstanding  which,  he  boldly  main- 
teioed  his  ground,  and  ultimately  succeeded  in 
roUing  the  beast  over  the  trunk  of  a  laige  pine 
tne  which  lay  on  the  ground  beside  them.  Bruin 
ma  too  much  exhausted  to  cUmb  over  the 
tree,  to  renew  the  combats 

Lackily,  Elliott  received  no  internal  injury, 
tliougb  bis  Hesh  was  severely  lacerated  in  the 
contest,  which  only  ended  with  the  bear's  life. 
IrcUind,  indeed,  never  sent  from  her  sliorcs  a 
bolder  hunter,  braver  man,  or  more  active  back- 
iroodsman,  than  Major  Elliott.* 

*  TIxU  jeniktiuia  wn>  arkrwardi  icitiracd  w  )!«iubi,'t  t>f  the 
Pntincial  i'lHianent  ht  the  couut;  of  Durlmiu. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


ttKABk  THE  rooft  Una'*   nocrrTRT.  —  DIFiCvmAeii    or 
jwreitcju— tow.trair  or  luHvtv  Rrrru:>iKT. — ttvrwn 

bllATIOK. — ItPKHtuK   ADVAXTADISI   UF   TIIS   LA*i>|thI.I1   rOMH 
—  TEMI'KIUNPK   ASU    TEM]'klU»CX   ■OCtSTin.  —  A    BUT   tH* 

TO  WATBKv  MuvHxina,  —  butihh  awd   rouioA  tmr 

«O0IBTV. 

There  is  qo  colony  belonging  to  the  Britiafc 
Cron-Q  better  adapted  for  tLe  poor  industrtotv 
emigrant  than  the  Canada^,  particularly  the  Upper 
Province,  which  is  essentially  the  poor  man's 
country.  Twenty-five  years  ago,  the  cxpeose  of 
the  voyage  out  to  Quebec,  and  the  difficulty, 
delay,  and  additional  outlay  of  the  inlaad 
journey  put  it  completely  out  of  the  power  of 
tbe  needy  agriculturist  or  artizaa  to  emigrate: 
tbo  very  classes,  however,  who,  from  their  having 
been  brought  up  from  their  infancy  to  bard  b^ 
bour,  and  used  to  all  sorts  of  privations,  were  the 
bo«t  fitted  to  cope  with  the  duugcns  and  hard- 
diipe  attending  the  fcttlomcnt  of  a  new  country. 
The  iinposaibility  of  the  working  hand  raiaog 
inds  for  emigration,  confined  the  colonists  to  a 
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of  incQ  less  catculatol  to  cootend  with  diffi- 
ies — oamoly,  lialf-pay  officers  and  gcutlctDcn 
better  family  than  income,  who  were  almost 

,bly  the  pioneers  of  every  new  settlement. 
lUuy  high-spirited  gentlemen  were,  doubtless, 
tempted  by  the  grants  of  land  bestowed  upMi 
Ihcm  by  the  tioTcnimcnt,  which  made  actual 
meat  one  of  the  conditions  of  the  gnuit. 
followed,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  the  mn- 
itj  of  these  persons  were  pitysically  dts(|ualille(l 
nicb  an  undertaking,  a  &ct  which  many  dc- 
fanos  in  the  rear  townships  of  the  county 
which  1  reside  painfully  indicate; 
Eighteen  or  twenty  years  ago  a  number  of 
jeatlemeo  located  thomsclros  in  the  township  of 
Htney.     The  spot  chosen  by  them  was  one  of 
gnat  oataral  beauty  ;  but  it  possessed  no  other 
adtutages,  except  an  abundance  of  game,  which 
ma  no  amall  inducement  to  them.     Tlicy  spent 
MiTeral  thousand  pounds  in  building  fancy  log- 
huQSes  and  making  large  clearings  which  they 
li&d  neither  the  ability  nor  industry  to  cultivate. 
But.  even  if  they  had  possessed  sufticient  perse- 
venuico,  their  great  distance  from  a  market,  bad 
roads,  want  of  knowledge  in  cropping  after  they 
had    cleared    the  land,   lack    of   bridges,   and 
poor  soil,   would  have  been  a  great  drawback 
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to  the  chance  of  effecting  a  prosperous  set 
ment.     In  a  few  ;ears  not  a  settler  remaii 
of  this  little  colony.    Some   stayed   till  lh( 
mean^  were  thoroughly  exhausted ;  othen,  mc 
vise,  purchased  ready-cleared  hnta  in  the  sett 
ments,  or  followed  some  profcssioa  more  conj 
nial   to  their  taste,    or  more  suited   to 
abilities. 

The  only  persons  fit  to  undertake  the  hs 
ships  of  a  bush-life,  are  those  who  have  obtainfl 
a  certain  degree  of  experience  in  their  own  count 
upon  the  paternal  estate  or  farm.  Afen  who  hai 
large  famili(.>s  to  provido  for,  and  who  have 
successful  ill  wood-clearing,  are  generally  willii 
to  sell  their  improvements,  and  purchase  wil 
land  for  their  families,  whose  united  indust 
soon  places  them  in  a  better  farm  than 
owned  before.  They  are  thus  rendered  greater 
capitalists,  with  increased  means  of  providing 
for  tlicir  children,  who  soon  take  up  their  stand- 
ing in  society  as  its  favoured  chtss.  Indved, 
I  would  strongly  advise  gentlemen  of  small  c^M 
pilal  to  pur9hase  ready-cleared  farms,  which  can 
be  obtained  in  most  parts  of  the  countiy,  with 
almost  every  convenience,  for  half  what  the 
clearing  of  bit^h-laud  would  cost,  especially  by  an 
^experienced  settler.     In  fact,  since  grants  (^ 
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an  no  longer  giren  to  ttie  emigrant,  there  is 

indacemeiit  to  go  so  far  back  iiito  the  woods. 

&Dce  1826,  a  steady  influx  of  the  working 

from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  has  taken 

This  has  tended  much  to  the  prosperitj 

the  country,  by  ctica])cning  labour,  and  the 

nt  of  vast  tracts  of  wild  land. 
Several  experiments  have  been  made  by  Go- 
Krament  in  sending  out  pauper  emigration  :  that 
ftom  tbe  south  of  Ireland,  under  the  supcrintond- 
uce  of  tho  late  Don.  Peter  Robinson  in  1824, 
fu  the  most  extensive,  and  came  more  imme- 
diudy  under  my  own  observation.  I  have  undcr- 
llood  that  some  most  obnoxious  and  dangerous 
chanurters  were  shipped  off  in  this  expedition — no 
dmbt  to  the  great  comfort  of  landlords,  agents, 
tad  titbe-proctors. 

The  Oovemment  behaved  ve^r  liberally  to 
thett  settlers.  A  grant  of  a  hundred  acres  of 
good  land  was  given  to  each  head  of  a  family, 
tad   U)  every  sod  above   twenty-one   years  of 

A  good  milch  cow,  and  rations  of  pork  and 
flour  were  assigned  to  each  emigrant  family.  Thcfic 
provisions  they  continued  to  receive  for  upwards 
of  eighteen  months,  besides  a  variety  of  stores, 
ndi  as  axes,  hammers,  saws,  nails,  grindstones. 
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&c.    A  good  tog'Sliaot^  was  also  built  on 
settler's  lot.    These   people  have  done  68 
m  could  be  expected,  consiJcriiig  the  material 
which  thcj  were  composed.    It  has  been  observed 
that,  whenever  these  people  were  located  amongst 
the  Protestant  populatiuu,  they  made  much  bet 
settlers  than  when  reraaiDing  with  Catholics. 

In  fiict,  a  great  improvement  is  perceptible  io 
the  morality,  industry  and  education  of  th« 
rising  generation,  who  grow  up  more  virtuous  and 
lass  bigoted  to  their  cxclujdve  religioua  opinions. 

As  a  general  rule,  the  English,  Scotch,  au 
north  of  Ireland  men  make  much  better  and 
more  independent  colonists  than  emigrants  fro: 
the  south  of  Ireland. 

Seven  years  after  the  location  of  Robinson' 
emigrants,  a  colony  of  Wiltshire  people  settled 
in  the  township  of  Dummer  under  many  mo 
disadvantages  than  those  placed  by  Govemm' 
in  Uie  township  of  Douro. 

The  Dummer  people  had  no  slianties  built  fi 
them,  no  cows,  and  were  given  much  worse  land 
and  yet  they  have  done  much  more  in  a  sho 
time.      An  air  of  comfort  and  cleanliness  per- 
Tadcs  Uieir  dwellinp,  and  there  is  a  ncatneiv; 
about  their  lanus  and  homesteads  which  is  gene-' 
rally  wanted  in  the  former. 
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mast,  howcrer,  be  borue  in  mind  that 
Imcs  sent  out  hj  the  Government,  or  by  tlioir 
Hhlisbcs,  arc  not  a  fair  specimen  b}*  which 
^Bge  tbe  working  classes,  who  cmigrulcd  at 
Hown  exponso.  Of  the  latter,  I  know  bun- 
H  who,  upon  their  arrival  in  the  Upper  Pro- 
loe.  bad  spent  their  last  shilling,  and  who,  by 
jMBvering  industry,  arc  now  worth  hundreds  of 
|Hda.  Ko  person  need  starve  in  Canada,  where 
icre  is    plenty  of  work   and  good   wages   for 

1^  ntan  who  is  willing   to  labour,   and  who 
|i  himself  sober.     The  working  man  witb  a 
ily  of  grown  children,  when  &irly  established 
his  &rDi,  is  fully  on  a   par,  as  regards  his 
with  the  gentleman,  the  owner  of  a 
iann,  and  possessing  an  income  of  lOOL 
lutn.     The  reason  is  obvious.    The  gentle- 
.  and  his  family  have  been  used  to  wear  Gner 
keep  better  company,  and  maintain  a 
respectable  appearance,  and    if   ho    has 
duldron,  to  give  them  a  mure  expensive  edu- 


i-^ 


Then,  again,  tlie  gentleman  and  his  family  are 
;ihy8ically  less  qualified  to  undergo  the  hardships 
nd  toil  of  a  practical  farmer's  Ufe.  On  the  other 
land,  the  working  man  thinks  it  no  degradation  to 
wul  bis  Mas  and  daughters  out  to  service^  and 
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the  united  product  of  their  wages  amount,  pr 
h&iAy  to  eight  or  ten  pounds  per  montli.  Ho  is  coo 
tented  with  home-spun  cloth,  while  the  spinning ' 
and  knitting — and  sometimes  weaving — required 
by  the  family,  are  done  at  home.  Labour,  indeed, 
is  money ;  and  henoe  in  a  few  years  the  gentle- 
man with  his  income  is  soon  distanced,  and  the 
working  hand  becomes  the  man  of  wealth,  while 
his  children  eventually  form  a  part  of  the  aris- 
tocracy of  the  country,  if  the  father  gives  them  a^ 
suitable  education. 

There  is  ono  thing,  however,  to  bo  said  ii 
fiivour  of  the  gentleman — namely,  his  educatioi 
which  fits  him  for  offices  and  profesaous  which ' 
must  remain  for  ever  out  of  the  reach  of  the  half- 
ignorant.     It  is,  therefore,  only  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  mechanical    operations,   that  th^ 
working  man  is  able  to  obtain  a  superiority  ;  and 
then  only  if  tie  be  sober  and  industrious,   for 
whiskey  has  been  the  great  bane  of  the  colony.* 
Hundreds  of  our  cleverest  mechanics,  and  many" 
of  gentler    blood,    liave   fallen  victims    to  its 
influence.  f 

It  is  said  that  temperance  societies  have  do&e 
a  great  deal  towards  checking  Uiis  evil,  and  that 
the  new  society,  the  "  Sons  of  Temperance,"  wil 
complete  what  the  others  began.    I  am  quit 
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[  to  admit  it  as  a  (act,  because  I  believe  that 

Ucc  of  tcmpcranoe  has  goiocd  grouii<I,  both 

aud  the  United  States.     But  I  am  uu- 

to  allow  that  the  means  taken  to  elTi^ct 

nucb-dcsiTcd  ubject  are  the  best  that  might 

lopted.      Indleed,  I  think,  in  sume  instances, 

jciid«aTour  to  prohibit  the  use  of  fcnucnted 

altogether,  has  been  carried  to  unchristian 

bolioTe  that,  if  the  same  amount  of  moncj 
been  expended  in  propagating  Uie  gospel, 
been  laid  out  by  thcso  total  abstinence 
more  real  converts  to  temperance  would 
been  gained,  because  principle  and  true  re- 
iipoo  would  have  been  the  bases  ou  which  the 
nfonuatiou  was  founded. 

Throughout  the  whole  Bible  and  Testament. 
inn  is  not  a  single  command  to  abstain  totollj- 
1^1  cither  wine  or  strong  drink  ;  but  there  is  a 
Hnre  one  respecting  the  abuse,  and  dreadful 
kanndatioiu  against  the  drunkard.  Tbcu  in 
napect  to  the  proliibition,  the  false  prophet  has, 
Q  the  Koran,  forbidden  bis  followers  to  use 
kiae  at  all.  Now,  wliich  do  wc  profess  to  fullow, 
—the  precepts  of  Jesus  Christ,  or  those  of 
labomvtl  But  some  will  say,  if  your  brother 
by  bis  intemperate   habits,  you  should 
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abstain  altogether,  that  you  niay  become  a 
example  to  him.  By  the  same  rale,  if  vaj  bro 
is  a  glutton,  I  sltould  abstain  from  food 
Now,  I  believe  with  the  Apostle,  "  that  all 
creatures  of  God  are  good,"  aiid  lawful  for  us  lo 
use;  but  we  are  not  to  abuse  them,  *'  but  to  be 
temperate  in  all  things,"  tlius  acting  up  to  the 
rale  of  scriptun^  and  setting  a  better  exampli: 
than  if  we  wholly  abstained  from  fermontcd 
drink.  Any  other  rule,  excepting  in  cases  of 
notorious  drimkcuDess,  is,  in  my  opinion,  anti- 
scriptural,  and  therefore  wrong. 

The  new  Aincritan  society,  "  The  Sons  of  Tern- 
pcnuice,"  which  now  takes  the  lead  of  all  oti 
tenipenincc  or  tee-total  societies,  is  a  secret 
benefit  society,  having  its  signs  and  pass-wo: 
In  the  bands  of  clever  leaders,  and  dejugning  m< 
may  not  a  society  of  this  kind  become  a 
political  engine  t 

Sometimes  very  ludicrous  scenes  occur  at  t 
perance  meetings.    A  few  years  ago,  when 
question  was  first  agitated  in  Canada,  a  mceti: 
was  held  in  a  school-house  on  the  English  11 
in  the  township  of  Dummer.    The  lecturer, 
that  occasion,  was  an  itinerant  preacher  of 
Methodist  persuasion.      After  descanting 
time  in  a  very  lluent  manner,  on  the  evils 
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intemperance,  and  the  great  numbers  who 
lost  their  lives  bj  violent  means,  "  for  my 
said  the  lecturer,   *'  I  have  known  nearly 
(hundred  cases  of  this  kind  niysolf." 

broad  assertion  was  too  much  for  one  of 
wdience,  an  old  Wiltshire  man,  who  ex- 
is  his  peculiar  dialect,  *'  Now,  I  know 
.  'ere  be  a  He.    Can  you  swear  that  you  did 
'  100  three  out  of  them  three  hundred  violent 

iyoQ  speak  on  V 

'Well.   I  have  heard  and  read  of  them  in 

pks  and  newspapers ;  and  I  ouoc  saw  a  man 

deail  on  the  rood,  and  a  jar,  half  full  of 

key,  beside  liim,   which,  I  think,  you  will 

is  proof  enough." 

'"]  thouglit  your  throo  hundred  cases  would 

out  like  the  boy's  cats  in  his  grandmother's 

Now,  I  will  tell  thee,  ttuat  I  did  know 

men  that  did  kill  themselves  by  drinking 

(cold  water.    There  was  Juhn  11 .  that  nver- 

Ihiasolf,  walking  from  Cobourg,  and  drank  so 
water  at  the  cold  springs,  that  he  fell  down 
ud  dic<l  in  a  few  minutes.  Then  there  was  that 
Workman  of  Klliott's,  in  Smith,  who  dropped  in 
the  harrcst-lield,  from  the  same  cause ;  and  the 
Iiuhman  from  Asphodel,  whose  name  I  foi^et. 
So^  yoa  see,  tJiat  more  people  do  die  fium  drink- 
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ing  cold  water  tlian  whiskey."  Then  he  tunii 
round  to  a  acighbour,  who,  like  liitoself,  was  m 
over-fond  of  cold  water,  and  said.  '■  1  say,  Jc 
vhich  would  you  mthor  have,  a  glass  of 
^ater,  or  a  drap  of  good  be^  I" 

"I   know  which   I   would   take,"   exclai 
Jerome;   "1   would  like  a  drap  of  good 
best,  I  do  know." 

This  dialogue  raised  such  a  laugh  agsunst 
apostle  of  temperance,  that  the  meeting 
fairly  broken  np.  leaving  the  Wiltshire  niaa 
triumphing  in  his  victory  over  cold  water  and 
oratory,  in  the  person  of  the  lecturer.  The  dry- 
ness of  his  arguments  prevailed  against  the  ri>- 
fresliing  and  copious  draughts  of  the  pure  element 

ommended  by  his  discomfited  opponent 

A  good  joke  is  not,  however,  a  good  argumenl, 
though  it  stood  for  one  at  this  meeting.  Total 
ibstincocc  is  the  best  plan  to  be  adopted  by 
babitual  drunkards,  who,  if  they  can  get  at  strong 
drink  at  all,  seldom  keep  their  pledge  of  sobriety. 
The  British  and  Foreign  Temperance  Society,  in 
fact,  advises  the  habitually  intemperate  to  abstain 
altogether,  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  aims  at 
bringing  the  man  to  repentance  and  refonnatJoo, 
by  the  renovating  influence  of  the  gospel  U  1 
differ  in  some  respecta  from  that  society,  tn  its 
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lubitioo  against  tbe  use  of  spirits  altogether, 

I  nch  a  climate  as  Canada,  I  still  roust  consider 

I  views  far  more  liberal,  and  more  condstent 

itb  Gcripture  rules,  than  thai  of  anj  other  for 

promotion  of  tcnipcraQce.  as,  indeed,  po^ 

Dg  more  of  that  charit;,  without  which  eveu 

I  most  fervent  zeal  is  worse  than  useless. 
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wiKT  or  noHs-rAiTUBAai  m  otfADA. — ntnoER  or  neiKo  Mtrl 

IK  TItK  WOOM. — rLllH  OIKICTtOm  TO  THK  THlTBLLBft  IM  TVR 
Dtlll. — WORT  or  k  tKTTLRR  FBOU  SHIIV, — »»  01.1)  WOK*s'« 
ftlMRI.R     IN      THR     WOODS. ADVHXTI'IIR     Qf     A     THArfXR.  — 

roftTCNArK  M»nNO  mm  his  pautnkn.  ^I 

OsK  of  the  greatest  inconvemences  belonging 
to  a  new  settlement,  for  the  first  four  or  five 
years,  is  the  want  of  pasturage  for  your  workings 
cattle  and  cows.    Consequently,  the  fanner  has  tofl 
depend  entirely  on  the  Bush  for  their  support,  for 
at  least  seven  months  out  of  the  twelve.     The 
inconvenience  docs  not  arise  from  any  want  oiM 
food;  for  the  woods,  beaver  meadows,  and  the" 
margins  of  lakes  and  slreams  yield  an  abuodanciv_ 
and  tlic  cattle,  towards  the  fall  of  the  year,  an^ 
sure  to  grow  fat.    IJut  it  is  the  trouble  of  seeking 
for  your  cattle. 

Sometimes,  indeed,  in  the  midst  of  your  great 
est  hurry,  your  oxen  are  nowhere  to  be  found, 
have  myself  often  spent  two  or  three  days  in  sue 
cession,  searching  the   woods  in  vain ;  and  it 


TUAVEIUNO   IN  WOOPS  DANGEROUfl. 

DDt  imirequeDtly  happens  that,  while  looking  for 
the  strftTcd  beasts,  you  lose  yourself  in  the  woods. 
As  ve  generally  carry  a  gun  with  us  in  these 
eicoTSioas,  we  often  fall  in  with  deer  or  par- 
indges,  which  makes  the  way  not  only  seem  less 
btiguing,  but  ereu  pleasant,  unless  during  the 
Msoa  of  musquitoes  and  black  flics,  when  ram- 
VSag  through  the  Bush  is  no  pleasure  to  any  one. 
New-comers  arc  very  apt  to  lose  themselves  at 
first,  until  they  get  acquainted  with  the  creeks 
nd  ridges ;  and  even  tlieu,  on  a  dark  day  or  dur- 
ing «  sBow-stonn,  they  are  very   likely  to  go 
■tray.     If  you  have  no  compass  with  you,  and 
the  sun  is  obscured,  the  best  way  of  extricating 
Tturself  is,  to  observe  the  moss  on  the  trees,  which 
—not  OTery  oqc  knows — grows  more  luxuriantly 
ttd  in  greater  quantities  on  the  north  side  of  the 
tiw.     It  is  of  little  use  to  look  at  any  tree  sepa- 
ately :  this  will  perhaps  only  mislead  you  ;  but 
if  you  obeerve  the  general  aspect  of  the  woods 
noaDd,  the  indications  may  be  of  great  service 
to  you.     Towards  the  north,  the  trunks  of  the 
trew  will  appear  light  and  chi:crful,  wliile  the 
Knith   side  will   look  dark  and  spotted.    This 
jdao,  however,  will  only  answer  amongst  liard 
mods.*     The  ridges  mostly  run  north-cast  and 

*  Dctaduou*  treci  uc  ctOti  liud-woud. 
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south-west,  and  the  swamps  parallel  with  tlien 
ThcD,  agaJQ,  in  piac  woods  tiic  goQcral  incliu^ 
tion  of  the  timber  is  from  the  north-wcsl.  A&. 
these  iudicatioos  have  been  successfully  folio' 
and  should  be  home  in  mind. 

People  wlio  lose  themselves  in  the  Bush  seldom 
persevere  long  enough  in  any  one  direction.  Tbg 
fancy  they  are  going  wrong,  and  keep  changing 
their  course  ;  till  probabl}',  after  four  or  five  hourf 
walking,  they  find  themselves  near  the  spot  from 
whence  tlicy  started.  This  has  occurred  to  ne 
more  than  once,  and  I  shall  relate  a  melandiolj 
incident  which  happened  only  a  few  jcais  ago, 
and  which  proves  what  I  have  just  stated. 

The  person  to  whom  I  allude,  resided  in  the 
township  of  Knitly,  and  had  been  all  the  summer 
working  at  his  trade  in  the  village  of  Bowmao- 
ville,  to  earn  money  sufficient  to  pay  for  his  hmd, 
which  he  had  succeeded  by  the  fall  in  doing.  As 
the  cold  weather  had  set  in,  he  determined  to  re- 
turn home,  and  chop  all  the  winter  on  his  farm. 
He  knew  that  by  crossing  tho  township  of  Dar- 
lington and  Manvers  in  on  oblique  direction, 
twenty-five  or  six  miles  in  length,  he  could  reach 
bis  own  house  in  half  the  time,  tho  distance  by 
the  road  being  more  than  double  that  by  which 
he  proposed  to  travel.     He  tlierefore  determined 
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to  try  the  sliort  naj,  allbough  ho  was  woll  aware- 

Uttt  ibc  last  eight  or  ten  miles  of  his  road  was 

through  the  Bush,  with  not  CTCn  a  hi&zcd  line  to 

i  jdde  bim.     He  was.  however,  joung  and  active, 

tnd  moreover  coiLsidered  himself  a  good  back- 

voodsman.     Ho  started  one  fine  frostj  morning 

early  in  Deoctnher.  expecting  ho  should  be  able 

L  to  reach  bis  own   house  sometime  before  sun- 

I  cowo. 

I      For  the  first  ten  or  twelve  miles  he  got  on 

I  pretty  well,  as  he  had  a  sleigh-track  to  follow, 

I  tod  as  long  as  the  sun  shone  out  he  made  a  good 

1  wnse.    Unfortunately   for  him,  a   EQOw^&torm 

■  cUDe  on  and  ohscurefl  his  only  guide.     lie,  how* 

I  tKT,  struggled  on  manfully  through  cedar-swamps 

Ud  over  ridges,  with  the  snow  balf-way  up  to  his 

hees,  til!  the  approach  of  darkness  compelled  him 

to  look  out  for  some  place  to  shelter  him  from 

Ibe  storm,  where  he  might  best  pass  the  weary 

boun  of  the  coming  night. 

Ife  selected  a  dry  spot  beneath  some  spreading 
eediis,  and  busied  himself  as  long  as  daylight 
luted  io  collecting  as  much  fire-wood  as  would 
last  tilt  the  morning.  He  then  gathered  a  quan- 
tity of  hemlock -brush  for  his  bed,  and  by  breaking 
off  some  large  limbs  from  the  surrounding  ever- 
greens, succeeded  at  last  in  forming  a  temporary 
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shelter.  For  a  long  time  lie  despaired  of  getting 
a  fire,  till  he  at  length  found  some  dry  cedar^ 
imrk,  which  he  finally  succeeded  in  igniting  with 
a  piece  of  punk,*  whicfi  every  backwoodsman 
carries  with  him  for  that  purpose.  Though  the 
poor  fellow  had  only  taken  with  him  provisions 
for  a  day's  journey,  he  made  a  hearty  supper, 
merely  reserving  a  portion  for  his  breakfast,  not  M 
suspecting  that  he  should  fail  in  reaching  Ms 
destination.  He  fully  expected  he  should  sec  the 
sun  in  the  morning,  which  would  enable  liira  to 
correct  this  course ;  for  he  knew  that  he  was  ia  tha  j 
township  of  Manvers,  and  not  more  than  seveaj 
or  eight  miles  from  his  own  home. 

Wearied  with  his  day's  jouracy,  he  slept  th« 
greater  part  of  the  night,  although  awakened  oc-| 
casionally  by  the  cold.    At  such  times  lie  would 
heap  fresh  fuel  on  the  fire,  and  again  compos 
himself  to  steep. 

To  his  infinite  joy  the  morning  beamed  bright-' 
ly — the  sun  shone  out.  With  a  light  heart  and 
renewed  confidence  ho  again  shaped  his  course 
eastward,  following  the  direction  in  which  bis 
house  lay ;  and  there  is  no  doubt,  had  the  day 
remained  clear,  ho  would  in  a  few  hours  have 

*  A  mbiluice  obuiued  Inxa  ihc  Buj;ar-mft[)k,  limikr 
awo  tinder. 
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ited  himself  from  the  dilemma  into  irhich 
bad  folltin.     His  disappointmcDt  was  great 
be  again  beheld  the  skj  overcast,  and  the 
fisdling  thickl;  around  him.     He  pushed  OD, 
er,  bravely,  till  at  leugth  a  thick  ccdar- 
ip  tajr  before  him.    For  some  time  he  travelled 
QDg  its  edge,  ia  the  hope  of  findbg  a  narrow 
to  cross,  but  ia  this  he  was  disappointed, 
fta  be  doterroiaed  to  attempt  the  passage.     He 
_  folly  believed,  oqoo  on  the  other  side,  he  should 
DOW  the  lace  of  the  country,  from  his  having  so 
en  hunted  game,  or  searched  for  his  cattle  in 

direction. 

For  fiilly  an  hour  he  presssd  on  through  a 

oomplcte  thicket  of  cedar ;  hut  it  was  all  random 

■ork,  for  the  evergreeas  were  so  loaded  with 

MOW,  thatit  was  quite  impossible  to  go  one  hun- 

dnd  yards  in  a  straight  course.    At  last  he  saw 

tie  tops  of  liard-wood  trees  before  him,  which 

igaiD  revived  his  sinking  spirits,  for  he  thought 

Itt  had  crossed  the  swamp.    Alas,  poor  fellow ! 

it  was  mistaken.    He  bad  come  out  on  the  very 

lidc  by  which  he  had  entered  it,  but  of  this  he  was 

&ot  aware  at  the  time.    He,  however,  wondered 

(hat  ho  did  not  recognize  any  port  of  the  ground 

be  was  travelling  over. 

At  IcQgtli,  to  his  great  joy,  he  came  upon  the 
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fresh  track  of  a  man,  which  he  had  no  doubt 
belonged  to  some  person,  who  was  then  out  from 
the  settlement,  still  hunting  ;*  for  he  kneir  that 
Xlanvers  was  the  most  celebrated  township  for  deer 
in  the  Newcastle  District.  As  he  observed  that 
the  footprints  were  going  in  a  contrary  direction 
to  what  he  was,  this  circumstance  gave  him  in- 
creased confidence.  Two  or  three  times,  how- 
ever, he  thought  some  of  tlie  small  swamps  and 
ridges  looked  vastly  like  what  he  had  traversed 
in  the  early  part  of  the  day.  At  last,  about  an 
hour  before  dark,  he  saw  a  thin  wreath  of  blue 
smoke  in  a  thicket  before  him.  Judge  of  liis  dis- 
appointment and  dismay,  when,  on  his  iHAr«r 
approach,  he  found  he  had  actually  followed  his 
own  track,  which  had  brought  him  hack  to  the  qiot 
where  he  had  passed  the  night.  To  describe  his 
feelings  on  this  occasion  would  be  difficult  and 
painful.  He  thought  of  his  wife  and  his  young 
children,  who  were  hourly  expecting  hb  return, 
and  who  had,  no  doubt^  prepared  some  little  treat 
to  welcome  the  wanderer  home. 

Bitter  were  his  reflections  daring  the  waking 
hours  of  that  long  night !  Hungry,  tired,  and 
unrefreshed,  the  mornings  light  .saw  him  strug- 
gling through  the  snow,  but  whither  he  knew 

r'  *  CuiadiftQ  term  for  dcci-ttnlking.  J 
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not ;  for  though  it  had  ceased  SDOwing,  tho  sky 
was  still  overcast,  and  continued  so  till  the  middle 
of  the  afiernooD,  when  the  wind  suddenly  veered 
Tound  to  the  north-west,  attended  with  intense 
cold.  He  now  renewed  every  effort ;  for  once  or 
twice  be  thought  he  heard  the  sounds  of  ci^nlized 
life — the  distant  supper-horn  or  catt!e-bcU — hut 
titc  fierce  howling  of  the  wind,  which  blew  half  a 
gale,  rendered  his  hearing  indistinct 

As  long  as  daylight  lasted  be  dra^d  on  bis 
wearied  litnhH,  till  utter  exhaustion  and  coming 
darkness  rendered  his  further  progress  impossible. 
To  add  to  his  misfortune,  on  attempting  to  kindle 
%  fire,  he  found  that  his  punk  was  damp,  from 
the  snow  having  come  in  contact  will)  it  wbca 
presmng  his  way  through  the  swamp.  He  now 
gave  himself  up  for  lost,  for  the  night  was  ex- 
tremely cold,  and  he  had  neither  fire  to  warm  liim. 
nor  roof  to  shelter  his  head.  To  sleep  thus  he 
knew  was  certain  death.  Ho  therefore  paced  op 
and  down  as  long  as  he  was  able  to  stand,  but 
bis  boots  were  frozen  sti  ff,  and  his  feet  numb  with 
the  cold.  After  great  difficulty  he  managed  to 
pull  off  his  hoots,  and  having  wrapped  up  his  feet 
in  his  woollen  cap,  he  lay  down  on  the  path  he 
had  beaten  in  tho  snow, , for  he  could  no  longer 
resist  the  inclination  to  sloop. 
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While  in  the  act  of  lying  down,  he  distinctly 
heard  a  cock  crow  at  no  great  distaucc.  Br  a 
great  effort  ho  roused  himself,  and  called  as  loud- 
ly as  he  was  able.  Once  he  thought  he  heard 
an  answer  to  his  cry — again  the  horn  seemed  to 
ring  in  his  ears, — and  then  all  was  blank. 

At  daylight  he  was  found  by  some  of  his  own 
neighbours,  one  of  vthom  was  up  early  in  the 
morning  feeding  his  oxen,  preparatory  to  a  jour- 
ney to  the  front,  when  he  heard  the  shouts,  which 
sounded  to  him  like  those  of  somo  person  in  dis- 
tress. He  immediately  blew  his  dinner  horn, 
that  the  sound  might  guide  the  lost  person,  and 
having  collected  three  or  four  of  his  neighbours, 
they  started  into  the  woods  in  the  direction  from 
whence  the  shouts  of  the  lost  man  had  proceeded. 
Half  a  mile  from  the  clearing,  they  came  across 
his  track,  which  they  only  followed  for  a  few 
yards,  when  to  their  surprise  they  found  their  poor 
neighbour,  whom  at  first  they  eoncludeil  to  be 
dead.  It  was  some  time  indeed  before  tticy  could^ 
wake  tiim,  so  overpowered  was  he  with  fatigue 
and  the  death-like  sleep  he  had  fallen  into. 

His  friends  lost  no  time  in  carrying  lum  home 
but  unfortunately  they  pUced  him  near  a  large 
fire,  instead  of  rubbing  his  hands  and  feet  with 
snow.     The  too  sudden  reaction  of  the  blood 
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him  tho  most  excruciating  agony,  fur  both 
tiia  lumds  and  feet  wcra  badlj  frozen.  At  length 
Dr.  Hutchinson  *  was  sent  for  fruni  Peterborough, 
*^  found  mortification  bad  ooninicnced,  and  tJiat 
tkeie  WIS  no  chance  of  the  poor  fellow's  recovety, 
ulijch  proved  too  true,  for  he  expired  the  next 
dtj,  a  wevlc  from  the  morning  he  vms  found. 

He,  however,  died  in  the  arms  of  his  afflicted 
rife,  and  was  surrounded  by  his  fiuuily,  a  priri- 
kp  purchased  at  the  expense  of  severe  pain,  but 
■till  one  to  the  husband  and  father — even  though 
be  had  been  snatched  from  his  panglcss  dcatli- 
dwp  to  possess  it,  poor  fellow ! 

The  mischances  consequent  upon  being  lost  in 
tko  woods,  which  were  so  frequent  in  the  early 
mtlomcnt  of  Western  Canada,  are  of  rare  occur- 
mcc  DOW.  Since,  roads  have  been  cut,  and  the 
dttrings  have  brouglit  the  Bush-sctttcrs  nearer 
Ugethor.  lo  my  young  time  I  have  often 
leardicd  for  missing  persons,  and  indeed  have 
lometimes  boon  lost  myself. 

remember,  the  first  summer  I  passed  in  Ga- 
la, making  one  of  a  party,  who  were  for  eight 
days   looking  for  an  old  woman  nearly  eighty 

~  *  Dr.  Hulchintao,  i*  ■  medical  piMtitioncr  of  pM  note,  axn\ 
me  «f  the  fint  vrctlcn  uid  oMcst  magudnile*  in  thnt  icciion  of 
the  coontty,  I  hod  ilic  pariicutan  of  lliis  Mevy  Train  liim  ;  llioUjfh, 
■  h  wa*  *utM  yews  tgo,  1  UBj  biTc  mtil*  lora*  mutak*  m  U 
kcxMt  btnliiy. 
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years  of  age,  and  hor  little  grandson,  who  were 
lost  in  the  Bush. 

The  old  lady  waa  going  by  a  foot-path  across 
&  piece  of  woodland  between  her  son-in-law's 
house  and  a  neighbour's,  which,  by-tbe-by,  were 
almost  within  sight  of  each  other.  The  little 
boy,  it  seems,  ran  a  short  distance  off  the  path 
to  gather  some  wild-flowers,  and  was  followed  by 
his  graudmothor,  who,  either  from  her  defective- 
neas  of  sight,  or,  more  probably,  from  having 
croesed  without  perceiving  it,  was  unable  to  re- 
gain the  track.  Uer  friends  finding  that  she 
did  not  return,  went  over  to  their  neighbour's 
liouse  to  see  if  slic  was  there;  but  they  only 
learned  that  neither  she  nor  her  grandson  had 
found  their  way  thither.  Search  was  instantly 
made  till  night  came  on,  but  without  success. 

The  next  day,  all  their  friends  and  neighbours 
turned  out,  nij'aclf  among  the  number,  to  .search 
for  the  unfortunate  woman  and  the  boy.  We 
concluded,  from  her  advanced  age  and  the  tender 
years  of  the  child,  that  they  could  not  be  very  for 
off;  consequently  we  confined  our  search  for  ae- 
reral  days  within  a  radius  of  two  or  three  milee. 

On  the  fifth  day,  tracks  were  discovered  new 
the  edge  of  a  small  creek,  which,  from  being  the 
printa  of  a  small  and  large  foot,  left  no  doubt 


I 


i 


4 

i 
I 

I 

I 


I 


)t  asfl 


STOBY   OF  A  LOST  OLD   WOMAN. 


157 


to  wbom  they  belonged.      Strange  as   it  may 
Appear,  tliis  was  the  OQly  sure  indicalion  of  the 
lost  ones  that  ne  had  yet  seen.     No  further  trail 
ms  seen  till  tlic  o'eniug  of  the  seventh   day, 
when  fresh  signs  were  found.    Our  party  thcre- 
fbic  determined   to  camp  out   all    night,  and 
fbilow  these  new  indications  early  in  tho  morn- 
ing, which  object  they  succeeded  in  effecting.  The 
lost  ones  were  then  found,  and  both  were  di&- 
I  ttrered  uUre. 

The  old  woman  had  suffered  the  most;  but 
tiie  two  had  sustained  themselves  by  eating  roots 
ud  beech-mast :  the  little  boy  was  quite  fright- 
ened when  he  eaw  tJie  men  coming,  and  hid  him- 
self; such  were  tlie  consequences  of  solitude  atid 
priration  on  his  mind. 

The  place  where  they  were  found  was  in  the 
tfrwnsbip  of  Beach,  at  least  fourteen  miles  due 
east  from  the  place  where  they  were  lost ;  and 
H  is  more  than  probable,  in  their  wanderings, 
that  they  had  more  tiian  doubled  that  distance — 
a  most  extraordinary  circumstance,  when  the 
iges  of  the  parties  are  considered. 

About  three  years  since,  two  young  men, 
with  whom  I  was  well  ac(iuainti:d,  went  back 
into  the  uninhabited  township  of  Mcthucn,  to 
tnp  for  fur,  and  hunt  deer.     They  set  a  line 
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of  marten-traps,*  extondtng  upwards  of 
miles.    One  or  other  of  theiu  used  to  go  et 
alternate  moniiDg,  to  examine  these  traps—) 
re-set  any  that  were  sprung ;  and  bring  tnck 
their  camp  any  furry  animal  that  might  chance  I 
be  captured. 

One  morning,  the  less-experionced  trapper 
the  two,  this  being  his  first  season,  wcul 
the  line  to  look  at  the  traps,  as  usu&L 
had  his  gun  with  him,  but  only  two  or  tbi 
charges   of  powder.    After   proceeding    to 
extreme  end  of  the  line,  he  thought  he 
go  on  and  look  for  some  partridges,  which 
heard  "  drummiiig"t  some  Little  distauce  a-hcad.J 

*  The  mcthoil  punnied  hj  the  tnpjicts  uid  Inditju  i*  to  I 
a  line  through  the  buih  hi  (cvenil  miles.  Along  ihis  lino  M  i 
ftt  tutemln  cif  one  or  Iwo  liundrtj  yardK,  <l  kind  of  tMp,  ctllcJi 
dund  fall,  wliicli  ie  tvaewtnvd  ihus:— Two  loivi  ofKhon  nicb 
trv  driven  into  llic  ground  about  one  Foot  tpvl,  open  onlf  at  one 
end,  tilt'  lop  being  covered  with  bnisli-wiiod  M  the  cutiioce.  A 
fdi-cc  of  wood  IWO  or  three  hvt  long  is  bedded  into  the  groundf  ol 
mow,  u  the  cue  may  bv.  Tlif  railing  poJc  it  suppann)  hmnvdi* 
Uelf  oTcr  thit  by  three  piucca  of  aiick  Doiobed  together  ia  (he 
tana  of  q  figure  of  four.  The  cenirc-|)ieoc  is  mode  Iodj[  and 
charpat  th«  point,  tu  which  the  lojt  in  atiaolied,  uid  pr<j«cu  «eD 
into  (h«  mlnitlun!  houao.  The  mnrxcn  or  Rshrr,  •lliirvd  bj  the 
bdt,  ri«eh«a  In  to  matoh  it,  which  ipiingi  tlic  trap,  uid  «usm  iIw 
pole  to  full  acTOM  the  ocek  of  the  uiiniol,  which  i«  iosUoU  j  kllled 
bf  Ibc  blow. 

f  Tlii(  toand  it  innilc  by  ihc  Canadian  partiidgv  (a  tpfteiM  «f 
p«iu«)  during  it»  wawon  of  eourithip.  The  coeV-bird  jicrcbM 
Unuclf  on  Ihc  tup  of  a  latgt  hoUov  log,  or  Killcn  tree,  aad  wiib 
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In  Uie  pursuit  of  ti'is  game,  he  was  induced 
logo  further  Iban  he  had  at  first  intended.  Ho 
Krer  doubted  that  he  should  easily  find  his  w&y 
to  the  line.  In  this,  however,  he  was 
Jlj  deceired,  for  the  day  was  cloudy,  and 
&££  of  the  country  was  very  rougli,  It 
,  indeed,  a  part  of  the  great  granite  range, 
which  is  said  to  cross  the^^t.  Lawrence,  at  tlio 
lAke  of  the  Thousand  Lilandit,  traversing  the 
Mr  of  tlie  Midhud  District  and  the  counties 
of  Hastings  and  Peterborough,  through  the  un- 
lUTcycd  lands  north  of  Lake  Simcoe,  to  the 
Aores  of  Lake  Uuron.  This  granite  formation 
is  suppoecd  to  have  an  average  breadth  of  ten  or 
twelve  miles,  being  intersected  with  small  lakes, 
deep  ravines  and  precipitous  rocks.  The  woods 
of  this  region  being  composed  principally  of  pine, 
bemlock,  and  cedar,  are  of  a  peculiarly  gtoumy 
cbamctcr.  In  such  a  difficult  country  as  this, 
it  was  no  wonder  that  our  inexperienced  trapper 
went  astray. 

After  an  hour's  fruitless  search  for  the  line, 

be  came  to  the  conclusion  tliat  he  was  lost,  and 

that  his  only  chance  was  to  fire  off  his  gun,  id 

ithe  hope  that  his   companion  would  hear  and 

Hi  whBf^  produoca  ■  vihrmtory  Mtiad,  like  tbe  dtBtuit  roll  of  ■ 
4nm,  oliidi,  in  till  >ctilicr,  cmi  cuiljr  b«  bcaid  it  Uiu  Jiiiance 
fit  Dulc  tn  ibe  woods. 


im 
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return  it.    As  no  answering  sound  greeted 
ear,  he  durst  not  fire  his  only  remaining  cha 
of  powder,  for  it  was  alt  he  had  to  defend  him- 
self from  woWei),  or  to  obtain  some  auiinal  or  bir 
whereupon  to  sustain  his  life. 

For  four  days  and  three  nights  did  this 
fellow  wander  througli  these  rugged  wilds.     Ol 
the  afternoon  of  the  fourth  day  he  came  upon 
ridge  of  land,  which  appeared  better  timber 
and  more  open  ;  so  he  determined  to  follow 
route,  expecting  it  might  lead  him  to  the  lake 
shore,  where  his  camp  was  situated. 

He  had  not  walked  a  hundred  yards  in  ihU 
new  direction,  when  to  his  surprise  he  saw  quit 
a  fresh  blaze  on  a  tree,  and  wilJiin  a  few  yards 
the  spot  OQ  which  he  stood,  a  newly-constructodj 
niarlcn'trap.     Words  cannot  express  the  joy  he 
felt  at  this  discovery  ;  it  was  his  own  lino  he  had 
80  fortunately  come  upon.     Had  he  only  gone; 
the  smallest  distance  to  his  left,  he  would  hav«J 
missed  it  altogether ;  but  he  came,  providentially,] 
upon  the  very  spot  where  he  had  set  his  last) 
trap,  and  within  a  few  feet  of  the  place  he  hadi 
left  four  daj-s  before. 

On  his  way  to  the  camp,  a  sudden  fear  cama  I 
over  him  I  Hnd  bin  companion  left  it,  supposing  . 
him  to  be  irrecoverably  lost  ?    If  so,  what  was  to ' 
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become  of  him  on  the  north  shore  of  Stonj  Lake, 
withoat  a  canoe  to  cross  over  to  the  settlement, 
food,  or  ammunition  to  procure  anv  for  his 
^lopporL  His  feara  were,  however,  groundless,  as 
i  report  of  a  gan,  and  soon  after  the  appear- 
at  bis  companion  convinced  him ;  but  the 
dai^er  had  been  great ;  for.  from  tlie  statement 
f  his  fellow 'trapper,  he  found  that  the  latter  was 
on  his  wsL^  to  the  end  of  the  line,  hoping 
that  he  might  see  or  hear  something  of  him  be- 
fore he  broke  up  tlicir  camp,  which  he  intended 
to  have  done  in  the  morning,  if  he  had  not  unex- 
pectedly fallen  in  with  his  friend.  1'hus  liad 
Proridcncc  again  interposed  in  his  behalf,  and  a 
bm  dajs  of  rest  restored  him  to  his  wonted  health, 
qpthts,  and  activit;^. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

DiRscTtaKs  roK  ««tiKHTAiMmi  tss  quiutt  or  lkuo  id 
BOSH. — etTB  or  loo^sraxtv. — OHorriso, —  nxTxuATton 
tnano-cKat*. — msthod  or  pLiHtiNo  ikbun  cobh.— ruMM 

AND    POTilTDB, — MAKtKO    POT-ABK. 

I  SHALL  DOW  endeavour  to  give  the  emi 
some  information  to  guide  him  ia  the  scIccttOD 
his  land,  and  other  matters  connected  with  • 
settlement  in  the  bush.  Id  the  ilrst  place,  the 
quality  of  the  land  is  the  greatest  consideration, 
and  to  make  a  good  choice  requires  a  practical 
knowledge  as  to  the  nature  of  the  soib,  and  the 
different  kinds  of  Umber  growing  thereon. 
■  The  best  land  is  timlwred  with  oak,  ash,  el 
beech,  bass-wood,  and  sugar-maple.  A  fair  mix- 
ture of  tliifl  species  of  trees  is  best,  with  here 
and  there  a  large  pine,  and  a  few  Canadian  bal- 
sams scattered  among  the  tiard-wood.  Too  great 
a  proportion  of  beech  indicates  sand  or  light  loam : 
a  preponderance  of  rock-elm  is  a  sign  of  gravel 
or  limestone-rock  ucar  the  surface. 
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The  timber  should  be  loflj,  clean  in  the  bark 
^tai  straight  in  the  grain,  and  of  quick  growth. 
%t  woods  should  be  open,  free  from  evergreens, 
nd  iriiJi  little  under-brush.  Generally  speaking, 
(he  Mil  is  of  excellent  quality,  when  timbered  in 
tlic  manner  described. 

It  however,  often  happens,  that  the  best  land 
H  full  of  boulders,  which  are  both  troublesome 
ud  expensive  to  remove.  Two-thirds  of  these 
itones  are  not  visible  above  the  surface,  and  the 
wmainder  are  so  covered  with  moss  and  leaves, 
UiBt  they  require  a  practised  eye  to  detect  them.  I 
ive  no  objectioQ  to  a  small  quantity  of  stones,  as 
Ihey  are  useful  to  construct  French  drains,  or  to 
roll  into  the  bottoms  of  the  rail-fences. 

When  limcstonc-flog  is  near  the  surface,  the 
Rems  of  the  trees  will  be  shorter,  their  heads 
■ore  bushy,  and  the  roots  spreading  along  the 
top  of  the  ground.  Such  land  is  apt  to  bum  in 
at  weather,  and  soon  becomes  exhausted.  White  ' 
piac,  or  hemlock  ridges,  are  almost  always  sandy, 
and  good  for  little— except  the  timber,  wliich  is 
Valuable,  if  near  enough  to  water.  White-pine, 
loixed  with  hard-wood,  generally  indicates  strong 
iky  land,  good  for  wheat ;  but  the  difficulty  of 
dflonug  off  such  heavy  timber,  and  the  long  time 
:ea  to  get  rid  of  the  stumps,  rooder  such  % 
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aelectioD  unprofitable,  and  add  additional  toS 
the  emigrant 

The  best  land  for  wheat  should  be  gentlj  i 
dulaiing  soil,  ridi  loam,  on  a.  clay  bottom, 
the  summer  mouths  too  can  judge  the  qimlit 
the  land  bj  the  freshly  tumed-up  roots  of  i 
which  haTe  fidlen  by  the  wind. 

In  winter,  when  the  surface  of  the  ground 
corered  with  snow,  and  frozen  bard,  the  groi 
and  quality  of  the  timber,  as  before  described,  i 
your  only  mode  of  judging  correctly. 

A  constant  supply  of  water  is  absolutely 
oessaiy,  in  a  country  liable  to  such  extreme 
in  summer.  Canada  Weal,  abounding,  as  it  doe^l 
in  small  spring-creeks,  rirers.  and  lakes;  is,  p«- 
haps,  as  well  watered  as  any  country  in  tkej 
world;  and,  in  almost  ereiy  section  of 
country,  even  on  the  highest  ridge^  good  water ' 
can  be  obtained  by  digging  welK  wliich  seldom , 
*Tequii¥  to  be  sank  more  than  twenty  feet ;  and ' 
ID  many  townships  not  half  that  depth  is  re- , 
quired. 

After  the  emigrant  has  selected  a  proper  lo- 
cation, bis  next  object  is  to  choose  the  best 
situation  to  build  his  shanty,  and  cliop  bis  first 
&II0W.  Host  settlers  like  to  commence  as  near 
as  possible  to  the  conccsaon-line  or  public  road ;. 
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It  BOnetimes  the  viciaity  of  a  stream  of  water 
good  spring  b  preferred.  In  fact,  circum- 
Muces  most,  in  somo  measure,  guide  tJiem  la 
their  choice. 

The  best  lime  of  the  year  to  commence  opora- 
liom  is  early  in  September.  The  weather  is 
tbcQ  moderately  warm  and  pleasant,  and  tliere 
Me  no  flies  in  the  Bush  to  annoy  you. 

A  log  shanty,  twenty-four  feet  long  by  sixteen, 
ii  large  enough  to  begin  with,  and  should  be 
nofed  either  with  slibglcs  or  troughs.  A  small 
OGllar  should  be  dug  near  the  &re-place,  commo- 
fiou  enough  to  hold  twenty  or  thirty  bu.sticLs  of 
Ifotstoes,  a  barrel  or  two  of  pork,  &c. 

As  soon  as  your  shanty  is  completed,  measure 
off  as  many  acres  as  you  intend  to  chop  during 
the  winter,  and  mark  the  boundaries  by  blazing 
the  trees  on  each  side. 

The  next  operation  is  to  cut  down  all  the 
■laQ  trees  and  brush— this  is  catted  under-brush- 
ing. The  rule  is  to  cut  everything  close  to  tiic 
graind  from  the  diameter  of  six  inches  down- 
wirds. 

There  are  two  modes  of  piUng,  either  in  heaps 
«  in  wind-rows.  If  your  fallow  is  full  of  cvcr- 
iffWts,  such  as  hemlock,  pine,  balsam,  cedar,  and 
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wimJrows  arc  tbc  best ;  but  when  the  timber 
deciduous,  heaps  are  better. 

The  bru^h  sliould  he  ciux^fuUjr  piled  and 
all  one  way,  by  which  means  it  packs  closer 
burns  Iretter.     The  regular  price  for  uuderbi 
ing  hard-wood  hiiid,  and  cutting  up  all  the 
fellen  timber — which  is  always  considered  a 
of  the  underbrushing — is  one  dollar  per  acre, 
board.    Rough  land  and  swamp  vary  from  ee 
shillings  and  sixpence   to  ten   shillings.     Yi 
under-brush  should  be  all  cut  and  piled  by 
end  of  Ifovembcr,  before  the  snow  falls  to 
depth  of  four  inches,  for  after  that  it  would 
both  difficult  and  tedious. 

Tiie  cliopping  now  begins,  and  may  be  foUo' 
without  any  interruption  until  the  season 
sugar-making   commences.     The  heads   of 
trees  should  be  thrown  upon  tlie  heaps  or  wi 
rowsL    A  skilful  chopper  will  scarcely  ever  misa 
heap  when  felling  the  timber,  besides  it  eavea 
great  deal  of  labour  in  piling  the  limbs. 

The  trunks  of  the  trees  must  bo  cut  i 
lengthy  from  fourteen  to  nxteen  feet,  according 
to  the  size  of  the  timber.  Now  and  then  a  large 
maple  or  beech,  when  felled,  may  be  left  without 
cutting  up,  with  the  exception  of  the  top,  which 
ia  called  a  plan-heap,  and  is  left  to  log  against 
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'  is  onl}'  (lone  frbcn  tlie  tree  is  too  large  to 
through  easily  with  the  axe- 
timber  fit  for  making  rails  should  be  left 
Je  and  treble  lengths,  as  it  is  less  likely  to 


axe-man  should  be  able,  with  fair  chop- 
to  cut  an  acre   in  eight  days  after  the 
brushing   is  done.     The   regular  price  of 
is  five  dollars  per  acre,  with  board,  or 
mthoat. 

The  emigraot  should  endeavour  to  get  as  much 
ling  done  as  possible  during  the  first  three 
bccaiuo  after  that  time  be  has  so  many 
things  to  attend  to,  such  as  increase  of 
Heck,  bam  and  house-building,  thrashing,  ptough- 
iig,  4c^  which,  of  course,  give  him  every  year 
ietitime  for  chopping,  particularly  if  his  family  be 
BBiU,  in  which  case  fifty  or  «xty  acres  arc  enough 
lo  ckar  at  first,  till  bis  boys  are  old  enough  to 
lire  him  assistance. 

CUaring  up  too  large  a  farm,  when  labour  is  so 
Ugh,  is  not  wise,  for  it  will  not  answer  to  dis- 
burse much  for  liire,  at  the  present  prices.     If^ 
I  therefore,  you  are  not  able  to  ctdtivate  what  you 
,Te  cleared  properly,  it  will  grow  up  again  with 
ipbcrrics,  blackberries,  small  trees,  and  brusli, 
be  nearly  as  bad  to  clear  as  it  was  at  first. 
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iB|ft  CTops  of  potatoes  arc  raised  in  this  moDncr. 
Two  handreJ  and  6tly  bushels  per  acre  are  ao  un- 
common crop.  I  have  oNust^d  in  raitting  double 
that  (juantity ;  but  of  lat«  years,  since  the  disease 
bs  been  prevalent,  but  poor  crops  have  been 
realized. 

-Both  white  turnips  and  swedes  do  well,  and 
to  a  laj;ge  size,  particuiari;  on  new  land: 
the  routs  must  be  cither  pitted  or  put  in  a  root- 
boDBiv  or  cellar,  as  the  winter  Is  too  severe  for 
Ukem  to  remain  unhoused. 

The  remainder  of  the  fallow  should  be  burnt 
•iff  and  logged  up  in  July,  the  rail-cuts  split  into 
qnttcrs  and  drawn  off  to  the  site  of  the  fences, 
miy  for  splitting  into  raik  After  the  log- 
beaps  are  burnt,  you  should  either  spread  the 
•Aes  or  nike  them  while  hot  into  heaps,  if  you 
intend  t<j  make  potash,^  wiUi  which,  by  the  by, 


'  Thii  Mlido  t«  nty  cxiriuriTcljf  made  in  nearly  »II  the  new 
MOfcnwnt*,  and  may  b«  contiiicred  Mie  «f  the  ■tapleii  uf  liie 
iwilij.  Tlie  ptoccn  ii  very  limple ;  but  great  care  must  hv 
hbn  is  tcllccting  Uie  uIim  cIw  of  mhiI  or  <lift  of  niiy  dcKri|k 
te.  II  jroor  uba  are  well  M,rti  and  ttoia  good  limber,  irn 
■n>  Auulil  {MtHtvce  «*  Itoat  five  haireU  of  potoiJi,  each  barrel 
imiIi1bIii|)  S*e  hundred  weight.  Several  tliingi  ihontd  be  oan> 
MovA  bvfarc  the  ecDigrant  utempu  llie  manitfaeiure  of  ihi* 
MmIc.  I'innJjr,  bia  UnJ  shoald  bo  well  liniberod  with  oak,  •bn, 
nptc,  and  baa«-«ood.  SecoiiJI)^,  It  mivi  hnw  a  nraim  of  ««tcr, 
WrwhMli  be  OAf  erect  Ui  iroib.    And,  laitlj-,  it  ought  to  bf 
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I  should  advise  the  new-comer  to  have  uoUiiog  i~ 
to  do  until  he  has  made  tiiiosolf  thorougttlj  a>  j 
quaintcd  with  the  process. 

As  soon  as  the  settler  has  cleared  up  fifteen  or 
twenty  acres,  his  first  core  should  be  to  erect  t 
frame  or  log-barn  ;  I  should  strongly  recommend 
the  fonner,  if  boards  can  be  obtained  in  the 
neighbourhood,  as  it  is  undoubted]}-  the  best  mi 
clieapest  in  the  long  run.  If  I  were  commendi^ 
life  again  in  the  woods,  I  vould  not  build  an;^ 
thing  of  logs  except  a  shanty  or  a  pig-sty  ;  for 
experience  has  plainly  told  mo  that  log  buildings 
are  the  dirtiest,  most  incoDTCuient,  and  the 
dearest  when  CTerytbiog  is  taken  into  oon^de- 
ration. 

As  soon  as  ttic  settler  is  ready  to  build,  let 
him  put  up  a  good  frame,  roughcast,  or  ston^ 

vllliin  renoh  of  •  tnarkc i  and  •  N'tnuncrmling  prict,  «liJoh,  to  pcjr 
thr  tnttniifacRiici,  ahoulil  not  be  Icn  than  Iweoiy-flve  tbillingt, 
lUifax  eurrcney,  per  ckl 

Tlie  bv>t  tituacioii  to  cn-cl  an  nabecj  upon, » the  «iilc  of  a  bank, 
bcbile  a  mnnliigMTtani :  aud  if  there  iliuuM  be  Ulciiougb  in  tbt 
VttA  to  Mag  a  mipply  of  wuicr  ovtt  Irnid  into  the  l«aebci,  * 
gMBi  Jm]  of  Uboiir  nill  be  MVfil.  An  uih-lioiuir,  tix  or  tigta 
lcaok-tufc«,  a  pot-aah  kciik,  aiid  three  oi  Tour  coolcn  aie  aO  th« 
re^iaira  nccnBoty.  Msai  pcnons  oh:  n  1111011  portion  of  escn* 
moo  n)t  and  lime  iu  ilie  nmnurnclurv  of  [Wl-osli.  Aflo  tke  Ijc 
'■  Ttta  off  it  i«  IkiHihI  iIowd  into  blacli  talth,  wliioh  arc  mdtod  into 
M-«bIi,  ooolcd  off,  *ad  lacked  iutu  air-ligbi  btntU  tcftdy  for 
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if  be  cao  possibly  raise  tbe  means,  u 
iMooe.  timber,  and  lime,  cost  nothing  but  the 
kbour  of  collecting  and  carryiug  tho  materials. 
Wlie&  1  sajr  that  they  "cost  nothing,"  I  mean 
,  t^  DO  cub  is  required  fur  these  articles,  as  they 
be  prepared  by  tlio  exertion  of  the  family. 
With  tbe  addilJoQ  of  from  a  hundred  to  a 
idred  and  fifty  pounds  in  money  to  tbe  raw 
ftterial,  a  good  substantial  and  comfortable 
dveUing  can  be  completed.  Two  or  three  years 
should  be  spent  in  preparing  and  collecting  ma- 
letials,  so  tJiat  your  timber  may  bo  perfectly 
MUODcd  before  you  commeDcc  building. 

Apple  and  plum  orchards  should  be  planted  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  well  fenced  from  the  cattto 
and  sheep.  The  best  kind  of  grafted  Iruit-trees, 
from  three  to  seron  years  old,  can  be  obtuncd 
for  a  sliilling  a  tree  ;  ungraftfid,  at  four  shillings 
the  dozen. 

The  applo-twe  flourishes  extremely  well  in  this 
cotutry,  and  grows  to  a  large  size.  I  gathered 
last  year,  out  of  my  orchard,  several  Kibstone 
pippins,  each  of  which  weighed  more  than  twelve 
ounces,  and  were  of  a  very  fine  flavour.  The 
native  plums  are  not  very  good  in  their  raw  state, 
but  they  make  an  cxccUunt  preserve,  and  good 

mne. 

■  s 


DEEK-HUNTIXO. 


173 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


FlWnO«tlTEfltM     or    WULVU, t«M    UV    MV    fUlCU. <0W- 

iwicR  ttr  Tiim  woLr.  —  TniE  Linv  und  bbr   prt.  —  coto-iiii. 

aivrotto'i    ACVKITTVKK.  —  IMOKMOl-I    THICK   Ot   Ml   AVKKICAIt 
rurtKK.  —  A     I>U*UlU(Uni.K    ADVINTtlUK. HOW     TO     VnilPOIt 

■MTn.— «  rraRn  cuAas. 

Mr  &therinlaw  had  a  large  field  of  fall  wheat, 
^aa  which,  during  the  night,  the  ileer  were  very 
tmd  uf  grazing.  Just  before  dark,  ttie  herd  used 
to  Dmke  their  appearanoe,  and  we  tried  repeatedly 

get  &  shot  at  theiD,  but  in  vain.  At  the  lea^t 
Bobc,  or  if  they  winded  u^,  up  went  their  tails, 
Ud  they  were  off  in  an  instant.  I  was  deter- 
■iaed,  however,  not  to  he  so  c-ontiuuully  balked. 
I  had  obecrved,  by  the  tracks,  the  direction  they 
look  in  their  way  to  the  field  ;  so,  an  hour  befua> 
l^r  usual  time  of  coming,  I  sallied  out>  and 
ca&cealcd  myself  in  the  top  of  an  old  fallen  tree 
which  lay  a  few  feet  from  the  ground,  and  about 
twenty  yards  from  a  path  which  I  suspected  had 
been  beaten  by  the  deer,  going  backwards  and 
fonnirdd  to  the  field. 
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The  place  I  had  selected  to  watch  for  them  was 
an  old  settlement  duty-road,  vhich  bad  been  cut 
out  some  years  before,  but  was  now  partially 
grown  up  agaiii  with  a  second  growth  of  timber 
and  underbrush.  Having  seated  myself  very 
snugly,  I  took  out  of  my  pocket  a  volume  of 
Siiakspeare  to  pass  away  the  time.  I  had  not 
been  half-an-hour  so  employed,  before  my  atten- 
tion was  suddenly  aroused  by  hearing  a  stick 
break  near  me,  when  upon  looking  up  T  beheld 
the  head  and  horns  of  a  large  buck  projecting 
from  behind  a  thicket  of  trees.  He  appeared  to 
bo  in  a  listening  attitude,  so  1  durst  not  stir  till 
he  should  have  lowered  his  head,  as  I  knew  the 
least  movement  then  would  make  him  start  off 
in  an  instant.  Luckily,  however,  tlie  wind  was 
blowing  from  his  direction  to  mine.  Presently, 
he  walked  into  the  open  space ;  and  whilst  I  was 
cautiously  raising  my  gun,  be  disappeared  beneath 
the  brow  of  a  small  hill ;  but  almost  immediately, 
from  the  inequality  of  the  ground,  his  head  and 
shoulders  again  became  visible.  Ou  this,  I  in- 
stantly fired. 

Astonished  and  mortified  was  I,  when  I  saw 
liim  scamper  oS  witii  his  tail  up,  as  if  nothing 
had  happened.  Still,  T  was  sure  I  must  have  hit 
him,  as  he  was  not  forty  yards  from  where  I  sat, 
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Us  broodade  being  towards  mo.    So  I  followed 
the  track  for  about  two  hundred  yards,  but  with- 
<nt  seeing  anj  blood ;  and  was  in  the  act  of 
tonuog  bock,  concluding,  that  as  he  had  hoisted 
liistail,  I  bad  missed  him  altogether.    Indeed,  I 
iaA  often  beard,  that  if  thev   show  the  white 
faatfaer,  as  putting  up  their  tail  is  called  by  Cana- 
dan  s[>ort80ieD — they  are  not  hit.    This,  how- 
eier,  is  a  mistake  ;   for,  in  the  act  of  turning 
[.  mod  to  retrace  my  steps,  I  saw  a  small  drop  of 
Uood  upon  a  dry  leaf,  I  now  felt  quito  certain  that 
Ihad  stnick  bim.    On  proceeding  a  few  yards  fur^ 
ther,  I  saw  several  lai^e  splashes  of  blood.    There 
was  DOW  no  room  left  for  doubt;  and,  in  another 
miauto  I  was  standing  beside  the  first  buck  I 
had  erer  killed.     On  opening  him,  I  found  I  had 
pDt  ft  ball  and  five  buck-shot  into  liim,  which 
had  entered  just  behind  the  fore-shoulder ;  and 
though  two  of  these  shots  had  lodged   in  the 
lungs,  be    had,  notwithstanding  this,  continued 
to  mn  on  the  full  jump,  more, than  two  hun- 
dred yards. 

Not  long  after  this  adventure,  my  brother-in- 
law  shot  a  deer  through  the  heart,  which  ran  full 
^'hundred  yards  before  he  dropped. 
Two  or  three  yeans  after,  in  the  township  of 
a,  where  I  now  re^df^  I  was  walking  dowo 
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to  the  saw-mill  about  half  a  mile  from  my  bouse* 
witb  my  American  rifle  in  my  hand,  wben,  on 
coming  close  to  ttic  river,  I  saw  a  large  buck 
swimming  down  the  middle  of  the  stream  near 
the  mill-dam.  1  ran  down  to  the  spot  as  fast  as 
I  could,  for  I  expected  he  would  land  on  the 
uppositc  shore,  at  the  comer  of  the  dam.  The 
surmise  proved  to  be  correct,  lie  was  in  the  act 
of  climbing  up  the  bank  when  !  fired,  and  he  fell 
back  into  the  river.  Recovering  himself,  however, 
he  scrambled  out  and  made  off.  I  crossed  the 
bridge  and  weut  round  to  the  spot  where  he 
landed,  and  followed  on  the  track. 

While  in  cliasc  1  was  joined  by  an  old  hunter.' 
who  had  been  out  since  day-light,  still-hunting 
(deer-stalking) ;  so  he  agreed  to  go  with  mo  and 
examine  the  track,  which  we  followed  for  about 
half  a  mile  without  seeing  any  blood.  But  at  last 
we  came  to  a  place  where  the  buck  had  stood  and 
pawed  up  the  ground.  My  comi)anion,  remarking 
upon  the  circumstance,  said — 

"  He  was  quite  satisfied  the  fellow  was  hit ; 
and  you  will  find,"  added  ho,  **  if  we  get  him, 
that  he  is  hit  on  the  top  of  the  back,  and  that  is 
the  reason  there  is  no  blood  to  be  seen." 

The  tnck  led  \is  round  nearly  in  a  circle  ;  for 
^  we  fame  back  to  the  river  within  a  few  yards 
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[if  where  I  had  fired  at  the  buck.  My  compa- 
lioa  now  suggested  that  wo  sliould  rocross  the 
Inrer  and  follow  up  the  stream  on  the  opposite 
jkak.  "  For,"  said  he.  "  we  sliall  probably  find 
I  Uiti  ou  one  of  the  islands  opposite  your  house."' 

Acting  OD  his  suggestion,  we  retraced  our  steps, 
I  ud  fuuud,  OS  he  hud  predicted,  ttiat  the  buck, 
ifier  taking  the  water,  had  swum  up  the  river 
Md  taken  rafiige  on  the  west  side  of  tlic  Inwer* 
idaad.  We  saw  )iim  standing  uear  the  edge  of 
Ik  water,  jiartially  hidden  by  the  trunk  uf  a  fallen 
ptne,  when  we  both  fired  our  rifles  at  the  same 
iiutuit.  This  did  not,  however,  drop  biu,  for  be 
bounded  across  the  island,  and  took  the  opposite 
channel  in  gallant  style. 

As  the  distante  Ixum  which  wo  firdd  was  less 
jhan  a  humlred  yards,  we  concluded  that  one  of 
at  least  had  hit  hiui.  Ruinforcvd  by  my  old 
bound  Towler,  who,  attracted  by  the  firing,  had 
joined  us,  we  recrossed  the  river,  and  put  the 
dcjg  on  the  truck.  Towtcr  was  lu  hi^h  spirits,  and 
<ooa  made  the  wood  ring  with  music  pleasant  to 
the  hunter's  ear. 

We  momoutorily  expected  to  sco  our  quarry 
again  take  the  water  ;  but  from  the  continued  how- 
ling of  the  huuud  in  the  same  spot,  I  bi'gau  to  thiuk 
the  buck  was  standing  at  bay,  which  was  really 
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the  case ;  for  on  my  near  approach  he  was  busily 
employed  with  his  head  down,  keeping  off  oil 
Towlcr  by  making  sudden  plunges  at  him  fenaj. 
now  and  then.  The  moment  he  saw  me,  he  nudi 
a  rush  for  the  river,  but  as  he  passed  me  on  fli 
full  bound,  I  fired  at  his  fore-shoulder ;  and  thou^ 
he  still  continued  his  course  to  the  river,  1  kne' 

1 

by  the  jet  of  blood  which  followed  my  shot  that 
his  fate  was  sealed.  Kear  the  river  he  made  a 
sudden  turn,  striking  his  head  against  a  hemlock 
tree,  and  at  the  same  instant  a  shot  from  my 
companion  stretched  him  lifeless  on  tlie  groundj 
And  thus  concluded  an  exciting  chase  of  more 
than  two  houre. 

This  was  the  largest  buck  I  ever  killed,  for  h' 
weighed,  after  he  was  skinned  and  dressed,  two 
hundred  and  thirty  pounds.  We  found  that  four 
out  of  the  five  shots  had  hit  him.  The  last  shot  I 
tired,  cut  away  tlic  small  end  of  his  heart,  thouj^ 
he  actually  managed  to  run  thirty  or  forty  paces 
afterwards.  i 

Deer-hunting  is  a  very  exciting  sport;  but  S 
prefer  still-hunting  (or  deer-stalking,  as  it  b 
called  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland)  to  drivi: 
them  into  the  lakes  and  rivers  with  hounds. 

The  deer  are  not  now  nearly  so  numerous 
they  formerly  were.    Civilization    has    drivi 
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back  into  tho  unsurreycd  lands  or  less  po- 

■ted    townships.     To  give  my  readers  some 

how  plentiM  these  wild  denizens  of  the 

were,  some  joars  since,  I  need  only  mon- 

\m  that  a  Trapper  with  whom  I  was  acquunted, 

id  four  of  his  oompanions,  passed  my  house  on 

■ull  raft,  on  whicli  lay  the  carcasses  of  tbirty- 

deer — the  trophies  of  a  fortnight's  cliase  near 

loy  Lake.     The  greater  number  of  these  were 

bucks. 

once  had  seventeen  deer  hanging  up  in 
barn  at  one  time — the  produce  of  three  days' 
out  of  which  I  had  the  good  fortune  to 
kill  seten.  Parties  are  now  made  yearly  every 
October  to  Stony  Lake,  Deer  Bay,  or  the  Kivcr 
Tnnt.  I  do  not  know  anything  more  plcasaut 
than  these  excursions,  eipecially  if  you  hate 
Igieeable  companions,  a  warm  camp,  and  plenty 
to  eat  and  drink.  Indeed,  poor  hunters  must 
tbej  be  who  cannot  famish  their  camp-larder 
with  wild-ducks  and  venison.  Tliis  is  one  of 
the  great  charms  of  a  Canadian  life,  particularly 
to  young  sportsmen  from  the  mother-country, 
who  re(|uire  here  neither  license  nor  qualiRca- 
tion  to  enable  them  to  follow  their  game  ;  but 
may  rove  about  in  chaso  of  deer,  or  other  game. 
ktwilL 


LOSS  OF   FLOCKS   BY   WOLVES. 

The  greatest  oncmy  the  deer  lias  to  contend 
with  is  the  wolf.  In  the  spring  of  the  year,  when 
the  snow  is  in  the  woods,  and  a  crust  is  formed 
on  Uie  suriacc,  the  doer  arc  unable  to  travel 
any  distance,  the  snow  not  being  sufficiently 
hard  to  bear  their  weight  Consequently,  great 
numbers  of  them  arc  destroyed  bj  their  more 
nimble  adversaries,  who  from  their  lighter  make 
and  roundcr^haped  feet,  are  able  to  run  on  the 
top  of  tlie  crust,  which  gives  the  deer  but  little 
chance  of  escape. 

The  wolves  commonly  hunt  in  packs,  and  ge- 
nerally at  night.  The  deer,  when  pursued,  always 
make  straight  for  the  water,  which,  if  they  suc- 
ceed in  reaching  it,  saves  them  for  that  time. 

When  the  wolves  reach  the  shore  and  find 
their  prey  gone,  they  utter  the  most  diabolical 
yells.  One  night  I  was  awakened  by  a  pack  of 
theiK  rascals,  who  were  in  cha.se  of  a  deer.  They 
ran  through  my  wood-yard  within  sixty  feet  of 
llie  house  in  full  chorus.  I  think  I  never  heard 
in  the  stillness  of  the  night  a  more  wild  and  un- 
earthly din.  I 

For  some  years,  till  the  country  became  more 
settled,  I  was  obliged  to  shut  up  my  sheep  at 
night  for  foar  of  these  prowling  wretches.  The 
first  flock  I  ever  had  were  all  killed  by  tb 
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One  nigbt  I  was  awakcued  by  my  dog 
(aiiouslj,  and  from  the  manner  in 
ho  kc[)t  rushing  against  the  door  I  was 
some  wild  aoiiuals  were  about  the  pre- 
At  first  I  thought  it  was  useless  to  get 
',  for  the  night  was  daj-k,  and  I  knew  the 
were  housed.  However,  the  increased  furj- 
my  dog  Grouse,  who  seemed  intent  on  getting 
the  house,  as  if  he  were  frightened,  obliged  mo 
kdress  and  turn  out.  On  mj  opening  the  door, 
^mvse  rushed  in  looking  dreadfully  scared,  so 
with  a  lantern  Id  one  hand  and  a  gun  in  the  other, 
I  matched  towards  the  shcep-pcu,  the  door  of 
wWch  not  having  been  securely  fastened  by  my 
bd,  I  found  open,  and  six  elicep  out,  and  for 
tliew  I  now  commenced  a  cautious  search. 

About  twenty  yards  from  the  pen,  I  found  one 
of  my  best  sheep  lying  ou  the  grass  with  his 
throat  cut  very  scientifically  just  behind  the  ear. 
A  few  pacc5  furtlicr  on,  I  found  another,  and  so 
on,  till  five  were  forthcoming.  The  sixth  I  did 
not  got  till  the  morning,  which  was  the  only  one 
that  escaped  Uie  tiicth  of  the  marauders.  It 
seems  that  my  appearance  with  Qw  light  drove 
(lie  wolvee  from  their  prey. 

Luckily  for  me,  the  weather  was  cold,  my 
sheep  fat,  and  well-butcliercd,  us  far  as  bleeding 
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was  concerned,  so  that  I  was  no  great  loser, 
except  by  having  a  rather  kigcr  supply  of  muttoE 
at  one  time  than  was  quito  convenient  for  Ibe 
housekeeping  department. 

About  eleven  or  twelve  years  since,  I  lost  la 
one  season  a  flock  of  sheep  by  the  wolves.  Thit 
misfortune  occurred,  unluckily  for  m^  in  tbo 
hottest  month  of  the  Canadian  year,  July.  I 
had  not  housed  my  sheep,  because  I  found  that, 
in  very  sultry  weather,  during  the  fly-season, 
they  would  not  feed  in  the  day-time,  hut  would 
creep  under  the  fences  and  iuto  the  Bush  for 
ah&de.  I,  therefore,  thought  it  best  to  risk  losing 
some,  than  to  spoil  the  whole  flock ;  for  I  knew 
the  only  time  they  would  graze  was  during 
the  night,  or  very  early  ui  the  morning.  Con- 
sequently, for  three  or  four  years  previously,  I 
had  allowed  them  to  run  at  large  during  the 
summer  months. 

One  morning,  I  obser\'ed  from  the  renuidft  in 
front  of  my  liouse,  a  ahocp,  which  wa«  standing 
on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river.  As  I  knew  there 
was  no  form  within  two  or  three  miles  of  the  river 
in  that  direction,  I  thought  I  would  go  over  in 
B  canoe,  and  sec  what  brought  it  there.  I  had 
sot  gone  half  way  to  the  river  when  I  disco- 
vexod  the  mAugled  carcass  of  ono  of  mj 
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^^R  and  on  ftirtlicr  search  found  ten  man, 

Png,  half-MioTourcd,  in  diflcreot  directions — the 

Bttrder  was  now  out    The  sheep  I  had  sees  on 

Uie  rtppositc  shore  was  oae  of  my  own,  which 

hftd  token  to  the  water,  and  had  thus  escaped 

the  fangs  of  the  wolres.     I  saw  two  more  of 

tay  luckless  flock  on  a  shoal  more  than  a  mile 

down  the  river,  which— less  fortunate  than  their 

companion — had  been  swept  down  hy  the  current 

and  drowned.    Exactly  a  week  afterwards,  I  had 

a  similar  number  destroyed  by  the  wolves.     As 

far  as  J  was  personally  concerned,  I  may  say 

that  they  were  a  total  loss ;  for  the  weather 

was   too  hot  to  keep  the  meat  any  length  of 

r^c,  60  I  gave  the  greater  part  of  the  mutton 
lo  my  neighbours.  Since  that  time,  1  have  had 
better  luck,  not  liaving  lost  any  part  of  ray  flock, 
dthongh  I  have  invariably  left  my  sheep  abroad 
daring  the  night 
Notwithstanding  his  ravenous  propensities  and 
ernd  dispoaUon.  the  wolf  is  a  very  cowardly 
umal  in  his  solitary  state.  Indeed,  it  is  only 
when  he  hunts  in  a  pock,  that  be  become 
formidable  to  man.  Nature  has,  in  some  mea- 
Bore,  checked  his  evil  disposition,  by  rendering 
him  timid.  If  he  falls  into  a  snare,  he  never 
attempts  to  get  out  of  the  scrape  ;  but  crouches 
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in  a  comer,  awaiting  his  hte,  without  the  le&st 
intention    of   displaying    any    pluck    to    Uiei 
trapper. 

That  the  cowardice  of  the  wolf  is  Tery  great, 
the  following  anecdote  will  sufficiently  prove. 

My   wife's   youngest  sister  had  a  pet-sheep 
that  she  had  brought  up  from  a  lamb,  and  toj 
which  she  was  much  attached.    One  afternoon 
she  was  going  down  to  the  spring  fur  a  pitcher 
of  watur,  when  she   saw   a   large  dog — as  she 
thought — worrying  her  sheep,  upon  which,  being 
QSturally  courageous,  she  picked  up  a  large  stick 
and  struck  the  beast  two  or  three  strokes  with 
all  her  strength,  thus  compelling  him  to  drop 
her  favorite.     This,    however,  he   did  very  re- 
luctantly, turning  his  licad  at  the  same  tirat^ 
and  showing  his  teeth  with  a  most  diabolical 
snarl.     She  saw  at  once,  when  he  faced  her,| 
by   his    pricked    car^   high    cheek-bones,  long 
bushy-tail,  and  gaunt  figure,  that  her  antagonist! 
was  a  wolf.     Nothing  daunted,  she  again  bravely  | 
attacked  him ;  for  he  seemed  determined,  iu  8pit« 
of  her  valiant  opposition,  to  have  her  pet,  which , 
be  again  attacked.    ^Iic  boldly  beat  him  off  the , 
second   time ;   following  him  down   the   creek,] 
thrashing  him  and  calling  for  aid  witli  all  berj 
plight;  when,  fortunately,  one  of  bcr  brothers,] 
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>d  by  her  cries,  ran  down  with  the  dogs 
his  gun,  but  was  not  in  time  for  a  shot; 
when  the  felon  wolf  saw  the  reinforcement, 
scampered  off  with  all  his  speed. 
There  are  few  dogs  bred  in  the  Cunados  fit 
oope  with  the  wolf  ;  indeed,  they  seem  in 
general  to  have  a  great  dread  of  him. 

Colonel  Crawford,  a  gentleman  with  whom  I 

wcll-acqiaunted,  for  ho  was  many  years  one 

my  nearest  and  best  neighbours,  was  one  day 

idge- shooting,  near  Buckhom  Mills,  in  the 

township  of    Harvey,    when    his    sporting-dog, 

which   had  bees  ranging  the  bush  a   little  in 

adftnce,  came  running  towards  him,  yelping  in 

k  most  piteous  manner,  followed  by  a  largo  wolf. 

So  intent  was  the  beast  on  his  prey,  that  he 

dill  not  perceive  the  gallant  colonel,  who  met 

hii  advance  with  both  barrels,  which  stopped  his 

euthly  career,  and  rescued  poor  Carlo  from  his 

inpending  fate.     The  colonel   was  very  proud 

of  this  exploit,  both  bccs-usc  he  had  killed  so 

luge  an   animal  with  partridge-shot  and   bad 

aved  his  dog  at  the  same  time. 

According  to  an  act  of  the  Provincial  Parlia- 
ment, six  dollars  most  be  paid  by  the  county 
treasurer  for  every  wolf-certificate,  signed  by  a 
magistrate-    Xo  certificate  now  will  be  gmutcd. 


"■""■is  career,        "" 
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saw  him  an  inhabitant  of  tlio  good  city 
er,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  where, 
DO  doubt,  OTcr  gtn-cocktail,  or  mint- 
be  entertains  the  froo  and  enlightened 
with  an  account  of  his  adroit  manner  of 
[sloping "  tfao  British  Govomment    Luckily  for 
cr,  there  are  do  wolves  iu  that  ncigh- 

I  A  celebrated  wolf-trapper,  in  the  township  of 
huih,  once  caught  a  line  she-wolf^  big  with 
oung.  Iler  fore-paw  broken  below  the  knee, 
ras  the  only  injury  she  had  sustained.  So  he 
bought,  if  be  could  but  keep  her  alive  till  after 
ler  accouchement,  he  should  be  able  to  demand 
ibe  bounty  for  every  scalp ;  for  he  considered  that 
IS  thoro  was  no  mention  mode  iu  the  act  re- 
ipecting  the  size  the  wolves  must  be,  he  might  as 
mil  have  the  benefit  of  that  oversight.  Ho  put 
Uaadieme,  accordingly,  into  eficct,  and  it  proved 
{tute  suocessful.  Her  wolfship  in  a  few  days  was 
■fely  delivered  of  five  fine  whelps,  whose  sculps 
nth  that  of  their  mother,  were  duly  pr(>sentcd  to 
the  magistrate.  At  first  he  demurred  rcs|]ecting 
Ibe  certificate^  but  upon  referring  to  the  statute, 
le  found  there  was  no  provision  to  meet  a  case  of 
ibis  kind.  He,  however,  satisfied  his  moral  justice 
»  the  reflection,  "  that  if  the  dam  had  remained 
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at  large  a  few  days  longer,  and  whelped  in  - 
Buali,  it  would  have  amounted  to  the  same  thii^ 
and  that,  perhaps,  many  sticep  had  been  saved 
from  the  greedy  fangs  of  the  growing  family,  by 
the  ingcuious  plan  of  the  trapper."  It  was  S ' 
clever  trick,  no  doubfc— a  real  Yankee  shavo ;  hot 
one  for  which  the  sternest  moralist  can  scarcely 
get  up  an  effective  lecture. 

The  Canadian  wolf  is  not  nearly  so  fcrociom 
as  the  European  animal,  nor  1  believe  quite  so 
krge.    I  have  heard  of  very  few  well-authen- 
ticated accounts  of  persons  having  been  destroyed 
by  these  crcatun;s,   though  I  must  say  I  shonld 
not  like  again  to  be  in  their  vicinity  in  a  dait 
night,  as  more  than  once  I  have  been.     I  vras 
returning  from  Whitby  after  dark,  and  had  just 
entered  the  woods,  through  which  my  path  lay 
for  a  full  mile  and  a  half.     The  night  being 
dark,   and    the   road   not  particularly   good,  I 
gave  Prince  tlie  rein,  and  allowed  him  to  choose 
his  own  pace.    Presently,  I  thought  I  heard  % 
pattering    on    the     leaves,    like    the    tread    of 
animals,  at  which  sound   my  horse  pricked  up 
bis  ears,  snorted,  and   shied   nearly  across  the 
•  road,  so  suddenly  that  I  was  nearly  thrown  out 
of  the  saddle.     Well  for  me  was  it,  however, 
that  I  kept  my  seat ;  for  instantly  such  an  in- 
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howliDg  was  raUod  all  round  me  as  made 
;beart  leap  up  to  my  moutli,  and  I  must 
ly  own  I  felt  horriblv  afraid  I  should  fall 
the  clutches  of  dcvouriDg  wolves.  My  good 
Prince,  I  lanc}',  was  as  scared  as  myself, 
he  galloped  off,  followed  by  the  pack,  who 
\y  made  the  woods  ring  with  their  unearthly 
They  did  not  chase  us  far,  and  ceased 
ling,  having  sccmiugly  lost  tlic  scent;  but 
fcw  minutes  a  fresh  burst  in  the  direc- 
of  the  lake-shore  plainly  told  me  they  bad 
ngaioed  it,  and  were  on  the  track  of  a  deer, 
which  mo<it  probably  hud  crossed  ibc  roud  at  the 
time  wheu  I  first  heard  their  chorus.  It  is 
not  very  easy  to  describe  one's  feelings  on  such 
occasions. 

There  is  something  particularly  appalling  ia 
the  full  cry  of  a  pack  of  wolves,  especially  when 
ikme  in  the  woods,  and  at  night.  I  have  fre- 
qneotly  heard  them  at  such  times,  wlicn  camped 
out  OD  hunting  expeditions.  However,  we  mus- 
loed  strong  and  were  well  armed,  so  we  cared 
little  foe  them  or  their  yulls. 

Tlie  only  instance  of  any  one  heing  killed  by 
idvcs,  lo  which  I  can  speak  with  certainty,  oc-#) 
corred  a  few  years  buck  iu  the  township  of  Uouro. 
A  young  lad  of  Uic  name  of  M'Ewea  was  sent  by 
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his  father  to  a  shoemaker,  one  Georgo  Disncj, 
his  shoes.  The  dUtance  was  not  more 
mile  by  a  path  tbrougli  the  woods,  and  the 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  road.  It  ap] 
be  went  to  Disney's,  and  waited  for  his  shoei 
nearly  dark,  when  he  started  for  home, 
nothing  more  was  ever  heard  or  eeen  of  btra 
the  thaw  in  the  spring,  altliough  diligent 
was  made  at  the  time.  Owing  to  a  snoW' 
wluch  fell  the  same  night,  he  was  lost.  It 
impossihle  to  follow  the  boy's  tracks,  and  aa 
pack  of  wolves  had  been  heard  the  same 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  no  doubt 
entertained  that  ho  bad  boon  attacked  and  eal 
by  these  ravenous  monsters.  Some  bones  and 
pieces  of  clothing,  supposed  to  have  belonged  to 
the  unfortunate  youth,  were  the  only  memorials 
found  of  him. 

I  have  heard  the  old  settlers  say,  that  ray 
few  instances  have  occurred  like  this  in  tbcii 
recollection,  though  from  the  many  persons  lost 
in  the  woods  and  never  again  discovered,  it  is 
more  than  probahlc  that  some  of  them,  tvbem 
weakened  by  fatigue  and  hunger,  and  no  longer 
#able  to  defend  tliemselves,  may  have  fallen  victims 

U     to  their  insatiable  maws. 

V       Several  plans  have  been  devised  by  the  inhabit- 
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'or  the  (lesinictioD  of  these  animals.  That 
commonly  resorted  to,  and  which  is  consi- 
the  least  troublesome  and  the  most  effica- 
is  poison.  The  best  aud  surest  for  that  pur- 
is  slrychnine,  one  grwn  of  which,  if  genuine, 
kill  the  largest  wolf  in  Canada.  I  have  used 
i;  poison  mrself,  when  haitiog  for  foxes.  The 
^vpercst  method  in  the  winter-season,  is  Co  take 
%  piece  of  hog's-Iard,  about  ttie  size  of  a  walnut, 
nttke  a  hole  in  the  centre,  and  insert  it  caro- 
fiillj  witli  a  quill  or  the  point  of  a  small  knife, 
taking  caro  not  to  spill  anj  on  the  outdde, 
^ken   to  fill  np  the  puncture  with  some  fresh 

If  ;ou  have  heard,  or  have  reason  to  know, 
wolves  are  in  the  vicinity,  your  best  way 
is  to  bfut  with  pieces  of  carrion  of  any  descrip- 
tion. This  must  be  done  at  some  distance  from 
the  clearing,  or  you  will  be  sure  to  lose  your 
own  dogs,  or  kill  tliose  of  your  neighbour^ 
vhen  you  come  to  lay  your  poison,  which  you 
need  not  do  till  you  see  some  of  your  bait  taken, 
Mid  ofaaervo  their  fresh  tracks. 

I  know  a  gentleman  who  liad  lost  an  ox,  which 
be  bad  drawn  away  some  distance  into  the  Bush.^ 
In  a  few  days,  finding  the  wolves  had  paid  their 
nspects  to  the  carcass,  he  laid  out  several  poison- 
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ballK,  nnd  actually  killed  six  of  them  before  the 
carcass  was  eaten.  The  value  of  the  wolres; 
inclu(iing  their  skins  and  the  bounty -money, 
amounted  to  fortj-four  dollars,  a  nice  little  sum  for 
a  few  liours'  trouble,  not  to  speak  of  the  satisfaction 
of  having  contributed  to  extirpate  this  devouring 
crew.  [  must,  howex'er,  caution  the  uniBitiatcd 
to  be  very  careful  in  the  use  of  this  deadly  poi- 
son :  indeed  it  should  only  be  used  by  the  most 
experienced  trappers,  and  then  at  some  tlistance^ 
from  the  settlement. 

The  price  of  the  wolf-skin  varies  from  5t. ', 
76.  6d.  Halifax  currency,  according  to  size 
quality  :  they  arc  always  in  good  demand 
sicigh-robes.*     Those  made  of  this  species 
iur  are  considered  the  most  el^nt  and 
tiagui. 

A  perilous  adventure  once  befel  my  brother-i 
law,  James,    lie  was  a  bold  brave  boy,  of 
years  old  at  the  time,  and  was  on  his  ret 

*  Sleigli- rubra  »rr  cinnmonly  niMdc  of  bear  or  bufTalo  tia 
ilrciuod  Willi  liie  liair  on.  Th^  moM  rHhionabtc  arc  racoon  ur 
wolf,  Scvcml  of  thoc  ikiui  are  »c«n  togctli«,  wilh  the  tuilttiT 
llie  uiimuli  niitcht-'d  tu  lliu  botluiii  vf  llie  rube.  Tlie  iiuidt 
lioiilg  IB  gciicrallj  Miirtcl  or  g)iir7>la  eloili.  A  nclf  eqiiip|>«d 
lileigli  ritoulil  haw  two  robes  for  each  *cat,  one  of  which  sh 
'bover  (li«  ciwhionis  and  fall  gracefully  orcr  the  back  of  lUc 
whilst  th«  uilier  ii  drawti  oivr  tli«  puaengcn,  nod  wraps 
securely  from  ili«  cold. 
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wilh  a  pair  of  oxea,  wUlt  wltich  he  Imd 
aisisliiig  a  neighbour    residing  about   sue 
from  his  fathers  house.     His  road  hy  by 
rirer  shore,  which  was  dreary  enough  at  the 
of  ihc  year  and  in  the  evcniug  hour  :  but  the 
id  was  fearless,  and  saw  the  decpeiuDg  shades 
into  uight   without  experiencing  anything 
apprcbeiisiou. 
He  was  trudging  on  steadily,  singing  cheerfully 
be  walked,  when  a  euund  cume  on  the  night- 
air  that  «0Dl  a  shiver  through  the  young  pedes- 
trian's frame — the  war-cry  of  the  wolves.     At 
fint  he  hoped  he  was  not  the  object  of  punmil; 
but  the  hideous  uproar  came  nearer  and  nearer, 
•od  Uien  he  knew  that  he  must  instautly  adopt 
aome  plan  fur  bis  escape. 

Ht8  route  lay  by  the  river  shore,  and  hu  coulil 
nriin  well ;  but  the  night  was  dark,  and  he 
night  be  hurried  into  the  rapids ;  and  to  be 
daaheO  to  pieces  on  the  rucks  was  scarcely  \est 
(Irtailful  than  to  be  mangled  and  devoured  by 
volrcs.  In  this  extremity,  the  child  lifted  up 
kis  bnve  youDg  heart  to  God,  aud  resolved  to  use 
^ke  only  cliance  left  him  of  escape.  80  he  mounted 
Vick,  the  near-ox,  making  use  of  his  goad,  shout- 
ing at  the  same  time  to  the  animal,  to  excite  Luu 
to  bis  utmost  speed. 

TOL.   I.  E 
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In  most  cases,  the  horned  steed  wouW 
flung  off  his  rider,  and  left  him  for  vol 
meat,  without  hesitation ;  but  Buck  set  off 
the  speed  uf  a  race-horse,  as  if  fuUj  aware  o 
young  rider's  peril.  Nor  vas  hia  compi 
less  tardy.  Fast,  however,  as  the  trio  fled, 
faster  came  upon  them  the  yelling  pack  bdi 
aod  Jamc8  could  ever  hear — 

"  Their  biii;  Imrd  gnihp  n  liicti  eauld  tire 
The  houiid'a  deep  Iiato  and  tiuiilcr'ii  fire.' 

Fortunately  "for  him,  old  Bock  beard  it 
and  galloped  on  and  on ;  but  still  tlie  vQJ 
came  ncaror  and  nearer.  James  $hout«dl 
keep  them  off;  the  oxen  almost  flyi 
chains  rattling  as  they  wont.  This 
sound,  to  which  the  hateful  pack  were  unuj 
tomed,  made  them  pause  whenever  they  4 
close  upou  the  oxen,  wliibt  the  latter  redoul 
lieir  speed,  till  at  length  these  gallant  nj 
left  the  wolves  behind,  and  finding  thcu|;Q) 
within  a  short  distance  of  home,  never  stopj 
till  they  brought  the  brave  little  fellow  sal 
to  his  own  door. 

Ho  bad  felt  afraid  but  onoo ;  and  that  1 
when  iivxe  dismal  yells  first   broke   apon 
eftr — and  rwtwr  lost  his  presence  of  mind. 


lying:  t| 
lis  clanlj 
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ted  in  God,  and  used  the  mcaos  within  his 


h  for  his  preservation,  and  arrived   safe  at 

* 

Ww  boirs  would  have  displayed  so  much  sense 
^rit — but  the  boj  is  almost  always  the 
ler  of  the  man ;  and  wtmt  James  was  then, 
bnow. 


It 
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rOUIMtOIT    or    TIU    CANID*    OCKPAKY.  —  tMXftVISV    triTB 

«*iT. — iiu  MuoHit,  DVMKimoM  «!!■>  nmntuuetniL—vst 
— KB    DUKiop, — MT  MKDifAi.  <ixiivice>  AT  auBUB.— OL  or 

I/IP  ANIl  THR  "  PltlLrr  Bonil:!." iN    MCKXritlll  VHIkajlCTll.-' 

At>   UNKiRIttKlTK  Wtra. 

1  EESIF.UBEB  on  noj  first  viait  to  tlic  mouth  i 
the  river  Maitland,  now  the  ^ite  of  Goderic 
■a    bridte-patli  for    seventy    miles    through 
trackless  forest  was  the  only  available  comn 
nicatioQ    between    the    settlements    and 
Huron.    This  was  only  twenty-four  years 
This  vast  and  fertile  tract  of  more  tliau  oo 
million   acre«,   at  that  tiiiic  did   not  contain 
population  of  three  huudrcl  souls;  no  teemia 
fields  of  golden  grain,  no  manufactories,  no  mill 
no  roads;  the  rivers  were  unbridged,  and 
vast  solitude  reigned  around,  unbrulten,  save 
the  whoop  of  the  red-man,  or  the  distant  shot  i 
the  trapper. 

Rererse  the    picture,  and  behold   what  lb 
energies  aud  good  management  of  the  Ca 
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ipony  tiftvc  effected.  Stage-coaches  travel 
safety  and  dispatch  along  the  same  tract 
formerly  I  had  the  utmost  difliculty  to 
e  my  vrny  on  horseback  without  the  chance 
btnng  swept  fitini  the  saddle  by  the  limbs  of 
and  tangled  brushwood.  A  cuotiiiuous 
itlcment  of  the  6nest  farms  now  skirts  botli 
of  this  roud,  from  the  iiouthom  boundary- 
of  this  district  to  Godorich. 
Another  road  equally  good,  traverse?  the  block 
bom  Uie  western  boundary.  Thriving  villages. 
Bwaod  grist-mills,  nianut'actories,  together  with 
n  abundance  of  horses,  cattle,  slicep.  grain,  and 
"cry  necessary  of  life  enjoyed  by  a  population 
uf  '1G,0W)  souls,  fully  prove  the  success  causeil  hy 
fte  persevering  industry  of  the  emigrants  wlio 
•ere  so  fortunate  as  to  select  this  fruitful  and 
licalthy  locality  for  their  future  homes. 

&Iuch  of  tliis  prosperity  is  due  to  the  liberality 
aDd  excellent  arraugeTnents  of  the  Canada  Coni- 
piay,  wiio  hive  afforded  every  facility  to  their 
KUlcra  in  regard  to  the  payments  for  their  land  : 
I  jmrticularty  refer  to  their  system  of  leasing, 
which  affords  the  best  chance  possible  to  the 
poor  emigrant. 

"  Tliis  spirited  and  enterprising"  Company's 
priudpal  tract  of  land  lies  nearly  in  a  triangular 
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form,  commencing  in  latitude  43",  and  extcn 
about  sixtj  miles  along  [he  coast     In  1824, 
incoqioiatcd  cuinpauy  contracted  with  Ge 
mcnt  for  this  line  of  country  and  some  olhent 
well  as  for  a  portion  of  the  clergy  reserve*, 
prehendiug  in  all  about  two  million  acres, 
able  in  fifteen  years.* 

In  the  spring  of  1827,  a  memorable  year: 
Canada,  the  Company  commenced  their  opentic 
at  Ouelph,  under  tbe  supeHntendeoce  of  Jo 
Gait,  Esq. 

I  had  heard  a  great  deal  about  tbe  fertility ' 
their  lands,  especially  of  those  in  the  Huron 
containing  a  million  of  acres  in  one  block,  of' 
which  I  shall  hereafter  speak  more  particulariy.t 
As  I  was  enterprising,  and  fond  of  an  active  lif^ 
I  reserved  to  go  and  judge  for  myself ;  and  as  1 
heard  the  superintendent  was  then  at  Toronto,  1 

•  M'(IrcBOT'»"BritUU  America." 

t  Till-  l«rrilory  fruni  yiWich  tliv  Tlocoii  tract  hu  Wn  Aclcfte 
VM  ^xplofci!  ]iri'vioii«1y  i«  tlio  tclcclion  being  tna4t,  >Dil  Uie  («• 
]iort(  wUicli  wtr  i<«ulr»(l  fniro  \h<!  j%nir»  ompluf*d  on  ibat  ai»- 
(iou  irerc  (ir  tlic  iiioM  Hitiiillu;toi7  iuidtf.  Thi*  traM  in  IioiaiM 
"n  ttic  ittM  by  li*k«  Htitoii,  tlong  which  it  mi»  for  nculy  >iiiy 
mllp*,  hartng  within  Iih  limits  oiiu  CDDtidi-nihlc  iiv«r,  U  the  noiKb 
uf  which  18  n  good  hwlwiir ;  nnotlin  riv«r,  which  may  pnlwbljr 
Iv  rrnilcfcil  (iai-)K*l>lc,  and  niitiiciuii*  rrc^lu  and  «lit«inl«lk,  maay 
■if  nkich  Ml!  large  eiiongh,  nn'l  Iibtc  Mi  (ufficicnl  (u  litim  milb 
oi  moohlticry  of  any  dvtctipiioo. — &I*c  Taooibi'*  ""ThrM  Ytmn 
ill  CoMk." 
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liued  to  call  upon  him  there  and  collect  all 
fufonnatioD  in  my  power. 
Ij  first  interview  with  Mr.  Gait,  tho  cole- 
author  of  "I^aurie  Totid,"  took  place  at 
Old  Steam-boat  Hotel,  in  Fobruarj,  1828. 
recciTed  nic  with  great  kindness,  and  lutked 
inuuy  particulars  of  Bush-life,  connected  with 
at  settlement. 
1 1  sopposc  my  answers  were  aitixfactor)',  for  he 
towards  me  abruptly,  and  asked  me,  "  If 
l«ould  like  lo  enter  the  Canada  Company's  Ser- 
i;  for,"  said  be,  "I  want  a  practical  person 
i  ttJLe  cluiTge  of  the  out-door  dc[>artnient  in  the 
loa  of  )fr.  Prior,  whom  1  am  about  to  scud 
ttlie  Huron  tract  with  a  party  of  men  to  clear 
op  and  lav  ofT  tlw  New-tuwn  plot  of  Ooderich. 
Too  will  haye  cliargo  of  the  Company's  stores, 
koep  the  labour-rolls,  and  superintend  the  road- 
luakiug  and  bridgo-building,  and  indeed  ereiy- 
Uting  connected  with  the  practical  part  of  the 
MtlemeuL' 

This  was  just  Ihc  sort  of  life  I  wished;  m  I 
closed  at  once  with  iiis  offer.  IJo  salary  was  to 
be  named,  till  I  had  been  three  months  in  the 
Company's  employ.  Indeed,  I  left  oTerylhing 
to  Mr.  (Jult,  who,  I  felt  certain,  would  remunerate 
ae  according  to  my  deserts. 
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In  person,  Mr.  Calt  was,  I  should  think,  cob 
dderably  above  six  feet  in  height,  and  ratherj 
of  a  heavy  Imiltl  ;  his  aspect  grave  and  dig' 
nified,  and  iiis  appearance  prepossessing.  IIU! 
disposition  was  kind  and  considvralc  ;  but  at  thel 
same  tirnc  ho  coimnatidcd  respect ;  and  I  can  sij 
with  sincerity,  I  always  found  htm  an  iipriglit 
and  honourahk  gentleman. 

Of  Mr.  Gait's  Giiiess  for  the  office  of  super- 
intendent of  the  Canada  Company,  it  would, 
perhaps,  be  considered  pre.siiinptuou.«  in  me  to 
give  an  opinion.  His  position  wa.s  an  uafcl- 
tunato  one.  and  from  bis  first  residence  in  lie 
country  liU  his  re-iignation,  there  apj>caif8  to  liare 
been  a  serious  tnisundcrstauding  l»etween  liim, 
llic  Governor,  and  the  Executive-council,  in  coa- 
eequence  of  which,  Oalt's  character  was  mi: 
represented  at  home  as  that  of  a  meddling  poU* 
tician  and  troublesome  person.  Otiicr  charges 
regarding  the  wasteful  expenditure  of  money  i 
lorniing  the  tiew  .settletiients  were  laid  before 
Directors,  and  these  ri-pcatt'd  complaints  a, 
him  left  liim  no  other  alternative  than  to 
bis  situation. 

My  own  opinion  is,  that  Gait  iras  ill-used  bj 
the  Canadian  (iovenunent.  He  miys  in  lti« 
"  Autobiography,"  chat  hi^  whole  aud  sole  oQeui 
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consisted  in  having  accepted  a  file  of  the  "  Colo- 
nial Advocate,"  and  shaken  hands  with  the  editor. 
the  Doturious  William  Lyon  Mackenzie.  In 
tbose  days  of  ultra-torjnsm,  such  an  instance  of 
liberality  and  freedom  from  party-prejudice  was 
sufficient  to,  excite  the  clisplcasura  of  the  Gover- 
Dor  and  his  counci].  There  is  no  doubt  that 
Gait  acted  imprudently  in  this  matter,  though  I 
folly  believe  without  aoy  intention  of  oppo^ng 
die  Government. 

[q  regard  to  the  Company's  affairs,  more  might 
Wj&id  to  his  prejudice — not  in  rc.<>pcct  of  his 
Bt^ty.  for,  I  believe  him  to  have  been  a  most 
iMiCHtrable  man,  and  incapable  of  uiiy  meaniieiis — 
bat  in  legard  to  his  management.  Although,  as 
the  original  projector  of  the  Canada  Company,  he 
ninced  much  cleveracss.  and  afterwards  dis- 
}hyed  considerable  judgment  in  the  choice  of 
tiio  best  situations  for  building  towns  and  villages, 
yst  be  committed  wtne  grievous  mistakes.  His 
Hob  were  generally  good ;  but  often  not  well 
curied  out  in  detail. 

ilis  first  error  was  in  the  selection  of  persons 
In  fill  the  various  offices  lielongiog  to  the  Coui- 
puiy.  Fur,  instead  of  appointing  racu  who  had 
loDJ!  experience  in  tlie  country,  and  who  wcrt-. 
therefore,  practically  qualified  to  superintend  U\e 
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workmen  by  their  experience  of  all  the  reqaire- 
ments  of  a  new  scltloment,  he  tilled  these 
situationH,  for  the  most  part,  with  inexperienced 
young  men,  recently  arriTod  from  the  old  coun-^ 
try,  who,  of  course,  could  know  nothing  of 
making  and  bridge-building,  and  were,  therefor 
iucapable  of  directing  a  number  of  workmen 
Then,  again,  most  of  the  lianda  employed  on  th 
Company's  works  were  new  settlers,  and,  of  course,^ 
knew  niithing  of  chopping,  house-building, 
clearing  land  ;  and  yet  these  men  were  paid  just 
as  much  as  if  they  had  served  a  long  apprentice- 
ship in  the  country.  If  Mr.  Galt*s  ap{>oiutmeBt8 
had  bcou  judicious,  there  is  no  doubt,  in  myj 
mind,  that  half  the  outhiy  would  have  produc 
greater  results. 

It  was  arranged  that  I  should  meet  Mr.  (»alt ; 
Toronto,  in  April,  at  the  commencement  of  tl 
^ring  operations.      At  the  appointed   time, 
again  waited  upon  him,  when  he  ordered  mc 
Ouelph,  to  take  charge  of   the  department, 
formerly  agreed  upon  between  U8.    He  then  in 
troduced  mo  to  Dr.  Dunlop  and  Mr.  Prior,  wli 
kindly  invited  me  to  take  a  seat  in  their  waggon, 
whicli  would  leareforGuelphin  afew hours, 
former  gentleman  is  well  known  in  the  literar 
world,  as  the  autlior  of  the  "  Backwoodsman.' 


JELPH. 

>oriDg  our  journey,  I  found  that  ho  dewrved 

celebrity  for  good  companionshi|j,  which  was 

\y  buruc  out  oii  Uiiii  occasion.     lie  could,  in- 

speak  well  on  any  subject    He  viaa  full  aS 

lod  iDfoniiatioD,  and  overflovred  with  anecdote 
-in  &ct,  his  way  of  telling  a  story  was  ininii- 
I  table.  Uc  had  a  fund  of  wit,  which  sucmed 
St  inexhaustible. 

My  fellow-travellers  left  me  at  Mr.  Galt*8 
house.  Dear  Burllngtoa  Heights,  where,  al'ter 
taking  some  ntfrcshment,  I  again  proceeded  on 
lay  journey,  and  ultimately  reached  Guclph  on 
the  afternoon  of  tlio  second  day. 

The  situation  of  the  town  I  found  exceedingly 
plasonl,  and  well  watered.  It  was  built  in  au 
angle,  formed  by  the  coofluence  of  the  rivors 
iiptttd  and  Eramosa.  The  town-plot  ahio  abounds 
•itb  copious  never-failing  springs,  of  the  purest 
water. 

I  found  some  twenty  or  thirty  log-houses, 
about  as  many  shanties,  a  large  franic-taveni 
building,  a  store,  two  blacksmiths'  shops,  and  the 
walls  of  two  stone-buildings,  one  of  which  wnti 
iot«ndcd,  when  finished,  for  the  company's  ollicc. 
Besides  these  edifices,  Dr.  Duuloj)  and  .Mr.  IVior 
had  each  a  good  house,  and  there  was  the  Priory, 
a  large  log-huilding,  afterwards  occupied  by  the 
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superintendent.  This  was  pretty  well,  con»dering 
tliAt  a  year  only  had  elapsed  since  the  first  tree 
vms  fctltid.  _ 

Mr.  Gait,  in  his  "  Autobiography,"  has  given  acM 
account  of  the  founding  of  the  town  of  Guelph,* 
and  how  Mr.  Prior,  Dr.  Dunlop,  and  himself,  cut^ 
down  the  first  tree — a  large  sugar-maple,  where- 
upon the  Dr.  produced  a  flask  of  whiskey,  and 
tlicy  named  and  drank  success  to  the  new  town, 
This  was  on  St.  George's  day,  April  23nJ,  1827; 
Eighteen  months  ailer  this,  by  Mr.  Gait's  orde 
1    had   the  stuuip   of  that   troe   inclosed   by 
fence,   though,  I  make   no  doubt,   it  has  lo; 
since  decayed.     The  name  of  the  founder  will, 
however,  reiuaiu, — a  better  and  more  eudurin, 


^ 


memorial. 

On  my  arrival,  I  drove  up  to  tltc  only  tavern  in 
the  placu,  a  small  log-house,  kept  by  one  Philip 
Joucs.  an  Englishman— or,  rather,  by  his  wife — a 
huxom,  bustling  body,  who  was,  undoubtedly,  the 
head  of  the  establishment.  In  answer  to  my 
inquiry  for  lodgings,  she  courteously  informed  mflfl 
thnt  she  had  neither  bed  nor  blanket,  but  what 

•  "Tlii«  iinmp  "-A*  choicu  iii  totn  pi i merit  tu  the  rui^nl  bmily , 
li>lli  bi-cuuKp  I  tijougbi  it  aiMjiifiuU'*  in  iitM,  und  bccntue  I  couli) 
nut  rccollcvi  ilint  il  Iwl  ovrr  bL-cii  Wriii«  iwc*l  in  oil  llic  I 
dnciiiiiiDiui." — Gait**  "  .\ulobiogtt>phy." 
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dnubl}'  occupied,  and,  moreover,  that  sbc 
I  sure  I  could  uot  ohtsaa  oiiu  In  cowd,  as  urery 
was  full  of  emigrants:  but  as  the  most  of 
lodgers  would  leave  for  tbc  Huron  tract  ou 
mtiiTon,  she  should  be  able  and  happj  to  ac- 
lodato  me  after  their  departure.  With  tliis 
lise  I  TTOS  obliged  to  bo  ^atislied. 
night,  pertiaps.  have  succeeded  io  obtaining 
dure  of  a  bed,  but  as  1  did  not  know  what 
pfmlation  t  might  gain,  or,  indeed,  what  might 
ttbe  UDplc8.tant  rcsulti  of  such  an  arratigement, 
ferred  a  bay-loft,  iti  which  I  slept  soundly 
(be  break  of  day. 
The  superintendent  and  his  staff  arrived  the 
aext  morning,  when  1  was  duly  installed  in  my 
office.  Mr.  Galt*5  c(>ach-hou<>e  being  unoccupied, 
I  took  immediate  posscsstou,  and  converted  it 
into  a  very  respectable  store-house  and  office,  till 
1  building  was  completed  for  that  purpose.  I  was 
tfaaa  fairly  established  as  an  emph}f&  in  the 
Mrvioo  of  the  Canada  Company. 

Tfae  towRsliip  of  Guelpb  contains  upwards  of 

forty  thousand  acres  of  land,  of  a  fair  average 

i|uality,  well  timbcrod,  and   well  watered.      I 

believe  the  Company  have  disposed  of  all  their 

jdoabltt  lots  in  tliis  township.  I  was  fully  employed 
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the  whole  summor  in  constructing  two  bridges, 
over  the  Speed,  and  the  other  over  the  E 
branch,  and  also  in  opening  a  good  roatd  to  each. 
These  bridges  were  built  of  cedar  logi;  and  on 
plan  of  loy  own,  which  Mr.  Gait  higlily  approv 
I  should,  however,  have  preferred  srjuare  tiiuber, 
jraiucd  iq  bcuts,  which,  1  think,  would  have  beta 
more  durable,  and  better  adapted  for  the  stnM 
they  were  intended  to  cross. 

Amongst  the  men  under  my  charge,  I  had  t*i> 
Mohawk  Indians,  both  of  whom  were  exceUent 
choppers,  and  behaved  themselres  remarkablt 
well.  One  of  them  was  called  llenhawk,  and  the 
other  William  Fish,  'fho  Muhawks  arc  more 
civilized,  and  make  better  farmers  than  Uie 
Chippcwas,  and  I  think  are  a  tiuor-luokiog  race 
of  men.*  M 

My  time  passed  pleasantly  enough  at  GucIjA, 
for  I  had  plenty  of  wori:  to  do,  and  in  all 
labour  there  is  profit.  And  what  could  be  bet* 
tor  for  a  healthy,  active  young  man  than  the 
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•  Itcitjntiiin  Vi'viit,  lliu  peli-bmted  Amcricwi  painter,  oo 
tii||  (howii  ihc  A|hjUu  IlGlriilL'iv,  iuiioniiJii.ll  n  iiuuibi-r  of  IltdMa 
cagiUMenrli  lir  muijinring  Uial  cA^  tfmvrt  at  aacitm  Unwk  U) 
to  •  yuung  MoIiihIe  wuirinr.  Itiit  ilie  6ii«  pfojmTtioiM  ot  Ant 
MtNgo  warriuni,  iinil  tlicir  tnu  anil  graccfii]  actian,  rtnilcRd  (h« 
natA  iif  Uiiii  gtcal  ani>l  a  jiut  and  bcttutiful  ciiti^iie, 
ouiii|iliinFniarT  not  a  JcprMfuinig  cliatactcr. 
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The  onljr  drawback  to  my  comfort  was  the 
teiBporai7  loss  of  the  socictjr  of  my  wife  ;  a  pretty, 
Kcwible  yoang  woman,  whose  mentnl  and  persona) 
(tftnns  liad,  since  my  union  with  her,  fonncd  the 
bippjncss  of  my  life.  We  cannol,  liowcvcr,  have 
MWyWessiDg  at  once,  and  I  worked  on  cheerfully 
in  the  hope  of  getting  things  comfortably  round 
iw  for  my  dear  gtrl  against  the  moment  when 
At  mnild  join  mo. 

Besides  the  services  rendered  to  tite  Company, 
1  performed  con  anwre  some  gratuitous  ones  for 
the  benefit  of  t)ie  townsliip  of  (luolpb,  wliicti  will, 
donbtlcss,  both  surprise  and  astonish  my  readers. 
We  had  no  medical  man  in  Guelph  for  «>mc 
moDtbs  after  my  arriviil,  so,  for  want  of  a  better, 
I  ms  obliged  to  turn  pby«cian  and  surgeon,  and 
soon  became  very  skilful  in  bleeding  and  tooth- 
Jnwing,  and,  as  I  charged  nothing,  you  may  be 
am)  1  had  plenty  of  customers.  And  so  well- 
tdcased  was  Dr.  Dunlop  with  my  proficiency, 
that  he  invariably  sent  all  his  patients  to  ma. 

I  remember  one  time  in  particular,  he  came 
OTcr  to  my  office  and  inquired  for  uic,  when, 
cm  the  store-porter  telling  him  I  had  just  gone 
uul,  be  said,  . 
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"  Tell  him  when  he  conies  back,  to  take  Itie 
calomel  and  jalap  down  to  my  house,  and  t: 
those  I'aisiey  bodies  with  a  dose  apiece." 

"  What !  all  of  them,  sir  !" 

"  Yes,  to  be  sure ;  Ibcy  are  but  just  arrived, 
and  have  got  us  fat  as  pigs  od  the  voj^e. 
Some  of  their  bacon  niuKt  Im  taken  0% 
with  this  heat  we  shall  have  tJiem  all  sicki 
iHl  our  hands.  And  tell  liim  not  to  xpare  tl 
jalap." 

When  I  returned  and  heard  the  message, 
literally  olieyed  his  order  by  administering  forty' 
two  doses  of  various  strengths  to  the  men,  wome: 
aud  childreu,  dedgnated  by  the  Doctor  as 
"raislcy  Iwdies." 

This  wholesale  w»y  of  medical  treatment  wi 
in   this  instance  attended  with  a  good  effect,' 
for  there  did-  not  occur  a  single  case  of  sickness 
amongst  them  during  the  summer. 

Shortly  after  this,  a  medical  man,  a  Mr.  W 
applied  for  a  town-lot  and  commenced  practice. 
This  gentleman    wa.s  certainly  a  givat   oddity. 
Ho  never  had  but  two  puticuLs  that  I  ever  h 
of,  and  they  both  died.     The  settlors  used 
call  him  the  "mad  doctor,"  and  J  bclicre  ni 
without  good  reason.     He  built  a  log-house  with 

,  any  door,  his  mode  of  entrance  being  ihrougli 
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^^^  hole  he  bad  cut  out  of  tiio  cud  of  the 
Hb  about  six  feet  from  tlie  ground. 
"T  wttlkcd  <iVLT  lo  his  placu  ouc  day  to  spcafe  to 
im  I'D  iwinie  business,  and  found  liim  very  busy 
|l  \\i-<  gank-ri,  driving  iutu  the  ground  a  great 
[OaDtity  of  short  sticks. 
I  askcl  liim  "  what  utl  those  sticks  were  for." 
"  Why  you  see,  sir,  I  have  jdanted  part  of  my 
prdeii  with  Indiaii  corn,  and  1  am  putting  sticks 
down  t<i  mark  the  places  where  I  have  plautcd 
Utvni." 

A  day  or  two  afterwards  I  met  him  wearing 

b  coat  turned  iuxide  out,  the  rouj;!)  scams  and 

^•edging  of  which  had  a  very  curious  effect.     I 

inquired  "  what  uigbt  be  bis  reason  for  going 

jjwit  iu  such  a  oostuoic  T 

B^  Well.  Tou  sec  1  call  this  my  morniug  attire  ; 
p.tlie  evening  I  have  nothing  to  do  but  turn  my 
"oat,  and,  lol  I  am  dres^d;  a  very  capital  or* 

tnsmcnt,  and  quite  good  enough  for  the  Bush, 
not  yitu  think  so  *" 

'•  As  far  as  regards  economy,"  1  replied,  "  it 
Kf  do  wet)  enough,  and  as  you  do  nut  appear 
to  cara  about  being  laughed  at,  your  plan  will 
answer  :  and  who  knows  but  that  you  may  liave 
tliv  pleasure  of  introducing  a  new  Jashion  into 
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Amongst  other  odd  characters  I  had  to  da 

with,  was  a  Mr.  W ,  1  believe  a  portrwl  i 

miniature  painter  bj  profession,  who  had 
veiled  a  good  deal  in  Russia,  and  Dnderstool 
that  language  well.  He  purchased  a  lut  of 
from  the  company  on  the  Waterloo-rood,  aboill 
a  mile  from  the  village.  ITnder  the  ground-plot 
cliuAcn  by  him  to  build  uu,  he  found  there 
existed  a  good  quarry  of  limestone  ;  so  he  made 
up  his  mind  to  build  a  stone-house,  althou^ 
be  hat]  s]>i<nt  his  last  dollar,  and  his  profession 
in  a  new  and  poor  settlement  would  avail  hi* 
HlUo. 

However,  he  went  to  work,  excavating  the 
stone  which  he  had  found  when  digging  bis  cellaT. 
for  building  the  walls  of  his  housa :  his  oaij 
OMStant  in  the  undertakiug  was  a  delicate  Uuly- 
Itlcc  young  woman,  whom  he  hod  married  iu  the 
United  States  D-iid  brought  hero  as  a  bride.  He 
^atod  his  unfortunate  partner  like  a  stave.  She 
had  to  mix  and  carry  all  the  mortar,  and  help  bii 
to  raise  Uie  stone. 

I  often,  on  an  evening,  walked  dona  to 
how  tlicy  were  getting  on  with  their  job,  and  waa 
quite  astoni$licd  to  find  how  well  they  progressed. 
But,  at  the  same  time,  I  pitied  the  poor  wife  ex- 

odingly,  whom  the  neighbours  said  he  troai 
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bmhljr,  notwithstanding  her  conjugal  de- 

to  biin. 

It  the  end  nf  three  months  bis  creditors  began 

Itlutaton  liiio.     His  hnd  was  fitill  unpaid  lor, 

the  walls  of  his  house  unfinUhcd.     When 

I  late,  he  counted  the  cost  of  completion,  and 

bis  bc6t  plan  was  to  take  a  Yankee  leave, 

I  dear  out,  leaving  his  uafioisbed  home  as  a 

C7  to  hilt  creditors. 

low  to  beat  a  retreat,  and  take  his  goods  and 
cWtels  with  him,  without  discovery,  was  a  diffi- 
cult matter.  IIo,  however,  set  his  wits  to  work, 
bixJ  adopted  the  following  plan,  which,  in  theory, 
looked  feasible  enough,  but,  when  put  in  practice, 
wu  foand  not  quite  so  easy  us  he  had  autici* 
jsted. 

fc  knew  that  the  river  Speed,  which  ran  at 
rear  of  his  lot,  after  a  course  of  fourteen  or 
fifteen  niiles,  debouched  into  the  Grand  River,  and 
nu,  from  thence,  navigable  for  boats  to  Lake 
ine,  a  distance  of  wmc  seventy  or  eighty  miles 
fbther.  He.  therefore,  conceived  the  plan  of 
Urilding  a  small  $cow,*  large  enough  to  hold  bis 
nfe,  himsclC  and  his  effect^  and  silently  drop- 

»laii|t-«liA|>cd  Bu-ballciin«<l  boat  of  the  lania  width  the 
knjtih,  tifing  gnilj  U  each  nul,  built  of  iwu'iucb  iilaiik, 
ad  nacb  oscil  oo  ihtUow  rifcn  Mil  cr«clu. 
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ping  down  vfith  the  current,  Irnde  aitiea  (o 
sylvan    retreat,    ami  the   great  city  of  G 
tvhirh.  however,  ho  v/aa  dcslicod   to  see 
much  sooner  than  he  expected. 

He  buili  his  boat  closu  to  the  rircr's 
having,  witli  the  assistance  of  hi?  wife,  cii 
the  [tlauks  down  for  that  purpose.     I  snppoM 
took  a  k'sson  from  KobinHon  Crusoe,  not  to  bat 
his  .snow  too  far  from  the  water. 

Evcrylliinfi  being  ready,  the  boat  was  lauD^i 
and  freighted,  our  hero  in  the  stem,  with  sWeri' 
paddlu  in  Imnd,  and  his  patient  comjmpnoa't 
voyaije  acting  as  bowman. 

The  Speed  is  a  shallow,  swift,  running  sti 
seldom  exceeding  three  feet  in  depth  during 
dry  season.  For  the  first  mile  they  got  on  pi 
well,  till  they  came  to  a  jam  of  drift  wood  ; 
this  with  gi'cat  difficulty  they  hauled  their  scow 
ftvery  few  yards  fresii  obstructions  occurred  in  l! 
Wapti  of  snags,  fallen  trees,  and  drift  wood,  whi' 
caused  them  to  upset  twice  before  they  hod  w- 
coiQpHshed  the  second  mile,  till  at  last  an  ex- 
teiiwvo  join  across  the  river  many  yards  io 
length,  put  a  complete  barrier  to  their  further 
advance. 

Wet  and  weary,  half  the  day  gone,  and  no 
chance  of  procecdiufi  down  the  stream,  they  de- 
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to  retrace  tbeir  course-     Tliis  was  not 

to  accompUfili.  fgp  the  current  was  too  swift 

I'padtllo  against ;  so,  tying  a  short  piucv  uf  rope 

i^Uic  stem  of  tlie  scow,  he  ordered  his  unfortu- 

!  wifo  to  take  the  water  and  tow  the  boat, 

be  sat  in  state  iu  the  stern  assisting  with 

.  padOle. 

Id  the  eruning,  I  ifos  walking  out  with  my  wife; 
[ud  OS  we  were  passiDg  I  thought  vrc  would 
I  look   in  and  see    how  their    work    jtrogressed, 

'vbeti  to  my  astuni^timcbt  I  saw  Mn.  W- at- 

liag  on  a  stone,  weeping  bitterly.     I  perceived  at 
•BOe  that  something  extraonlinary  had  occurred, 
her  dress  was  sadly  torn  and  saturatud  with 
Upon  making  an  inquiry  respecting  her 
tppeaiance,  and  tiio  cuuitos  of  her  grief,  she  told 
me  the  sad  story  I  have  just  related,  adding,  that 
thcy  bad  only  just  got  back  from  their  expedition, 
aod  that  all  her  clotlies.  bed.  and  blankets  were 
winging  wet 
My  wife,  who  bad  lately  joined  me,  and  was  of 
most  kind  disposition,  always  ready  to  help 
in  distress,  offered  her  an  asylum  for  a  few 
iiys,  and  a  change  of  apparel,  which  she  thank- 
ftdly  accepted.     Her  brutal  liusbaud  cleared  out 
the  next  day,  and  she  joined  him  the  week  fol- 
lowing. 


ever,  is  onlj  hearsay 
truth  ;  though  from  c 
I  am  afraid  it  was  obI 
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mcemc-ciTcnma. — iummoiu     nuiivtova   or   un.   cilt.— 

aWUHUitt. IMTnODVOTIOM    TO    THS   K»r    Ur  THS   VKkianATM' 

IIHUI     «IIIRP,      aRAXDT.  —  KXFRmTION      TO      WILIIOr. «IUM 

a«4T|H.— nWfIT    IK    A    DAkK    WI7II    DR.    OVHUIP. — THI    DOOMB 

an  «ii  amn-aox. — nn   iutii  tx  tm  nirn. — loitir   xvitt. 

UO     KB     TAUTIMR.^AHr      IN     Till     WOODS, —  RXIVRK     TO 

niLrn. 

OfE  dsj,  being  out  in  tlie  woods  with  an  emi- 

gnat,  examining  a  lot  of  laud,  I  was  attracted  bj 

ttie  barking  of  my  dog,  who  had  treed  soino  ani- 

nul,  which,  upon  coming  up,  I  di^orered  waa  a 

porcupine.    We  cut  down  the  tree,  a  small  beech, 

in  which  he  had  token  refuge,  and  secured  him 

alive.     I  did  not  notice  m;  dog  till  I  got  home, 

vtien  1  found  his  mouth  was  full  of  quills,  which 

tlie  porcupine,  in  self-defence,  had  darted  into 

lu'm.    The  manner  in  which  thej  accomplish  this 

i^  bjr  striking  the  object  that  offends  them  with 

dittir  tail,  when  the  outside  points  of  the  quills, 

being  6noly  barbed,  if  inserted  over  so  slightlj, 

retun  their  hold,  and  arc  easily  detached  from 

tbo  potcupme  without  pain. 
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I  once  lost  a  fine  Irisli  grevliouml,  wlio 
stuck  full  of  quills  in  tlii.i  wav,  aUliougli  1  pul 
out  hundreds  of  iliem  from  bis  iiinutli.  head, 
different  parts  of  his  body,  with  a  pair  of  pin 
In  fact,  some  of  these  barbs  li;id  worked  into 
nearly  their  whole  length,  so  that  I  had  a  difBci 
in  gutliug  hold  of  the  cud  of  the  (guilts  to  ex^ 
them  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt,  as  the  dug  died, 
many  of  them  had  completely  buried  theiasel' 
in  some  vital  part,  uud  caused  his  (j«atb. 

I  took  home  my  prize,  and  put  it  iulo  a 
rel  in  a  dark  corner  of  the  store,  which  was 
full  of  nails,  A  few  miuut«s  aflerwanlis.  Dr.  Don- 
lop,  as  he  often  did,  came  iu  to  see  me,  and  driak 
a  glass  of  cider,  of  whifh  1  had  at  that  time  suiue 
of  excellent  quality  In  buttle.  The  Doctor,  m 
he  said,  used  to  "improve"  it,  making  what  he 
called,  "  a  stonc-fence,"  by  inserting  a  sm^ 
aoi^on  of  brandy  from  a  puckvt-pisiol,  whieti 
be  was  too  much  in  the  habit  of  carrying  about 
.with  him  in  hot  weather. 

"  Now,"  said  1.  "  Doctor,  I  know  you  like  a  bit 
of  fun.  When  Fielding,  the  porter,  comes  iu,  aak 
him  to  go  to  that  barrel  in  the  corner  and  fetch 
you  a  nail ;  for  I  have  got  a  lire  porcupine  in  it 
^that  I  liare  just  brought  home  from  the  woods." 

The   Doctor  was  mightily   tickled  with    the 
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Botioa ;  80,  as  soon  as  poor  Ficldiug  mai1c  his 
qipamDcc  he  sent  him  off  to  the  barrel.  Quite 
BDsiispicionsly  the  man  put  in  his  hand  for 
(hie  nail,  and  as  (juickly  drew  it  out  agaiu,  with 
the  addition  of  some  half  a  ficore  quills  stjck- 
iig  to  hill  fiugcrs,  to  the  no  small  delight  of  tlie 
Doctor,  who  greatly  enjoyed  Fielding's  conster- 
OBttoD,  for  the  porter  thought  the  devil  himself 
vu  in  the  tuh. 

Every  one  who  came  into  the  store  duriug 
Uie  afternoon  was  served  the  sumo  trick  by  the 
Doctor,  and  it  was  certainly  amutiiug  to  watch 
their  countenances  and  hear  their  remarks,  tliosc 
■ho  showed  the  most  anger  Iwing  of  course  the 
Bwet  laughed  at  for  tlicir  pains. 

Shortly  after,  a  Mr.  Smith,  an  accountant, 
Vu  sent  out  by  the  directors  to  examine  the  ac 
«Di0t3,  and  report  on  the  state  of  the  Company's 
ibin  in  the  colony.  A  few  days  after  his  arrival, 
kwent  round  with  the  superintendent,  and  ex- 
amined the  works  that  had  been  completed,  and 
Que  in  progress.  Mr.  Gait  and  the  accountant 
blh  expressed  themselves  much  pleased  with 
«hat  I  liad  done,  especially  with  the  bridge  con- 
wcting  the  clergy-block  {now  called  the  township 
rfPusiinch)  with  the  town  of  (iuelph. 

b  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Smith  called  upon  me  and 
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Jkul  be  was  aotbonzed  bj  the 
amnge  with  om  as  to  theamonnt  td  aiUaryf 
to  receive.    He  then  iafti»ed  me  the  aniau 
that  Mr.  Gait  bad  mstrneted  him  to  offer  tM- 
a  liberal  iDoome,  and  the  ose  of  a  bouse  reot-fn 
doaring  him  at  the  aune  time  to  express  I 
aalii&ctioD  at  the  manner  in  which  I  had 
ducted  the  operations  aace  my  engagemeok  « 
thu   Company,  in  wliicb,  he  said,  from  what 
bad  seen,  he  fully  concurred. 

As  this  result  was  entirely  ansolidtcd  by  me, 

as  it  was  generally  understood  Uiat  the  aocou 

aat  had  been  sent  out  partly  as  a  check  od 

8U[>orintendent>  to  prevent  extravagant  expend 

ture,  1  took  this  as  a  compliment  paid  by  both 

^^^     my  abilities  and  integrity. 

^^^        Bovcral  of  the  clerks  had  light  neatly-: 

^         boats,  in  which  we  used  to  make  excursions  up  the 

^1  Speed  for  the  puqiosaof  trout-&sbiiig.     I  think| 

H  without  exception,  this  stream  is  the  best  for  thJ 

H  species  of  fish    I  ever  saw.     I   liave  frcqueotlj 

^1  caught  a  pailful  of  these  delicious  trout  in  the 

^1  space  of  two  or  three  hours.     For  my  own  port  1 

^1  found  a  small  garden-worm  the  best  bait ;  but  odi 

^1  of  our  clerks,  a  Mr.  Hodgett,  was  idcilful  with  tU 

^^^H     0J-,  and  consequently  used  to  catch  his  Gsh  in 

^^^B    more  scientific  manner. 
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TBOUT-FISHINO. 

My  native  county,  Suffolk,  with  the  exception 
(^  that  part  watored  by  the  Wavency,  is  not 
famed  for  its  fiy-fishing :  tbereforc  I  was  do  adept 
iji  the  gentle  art,  but  in  ground-bait  angling  I 
eoBodcr  myself  no  contemptible  performer. 

The  small  streams  and  crtwlcs  are  so  over- 
jRhed  wiUi  trees  in  Canada,  that  it  is  almost  im- 
fcenble,  except  in  odd  spot^  to  make  a  cast  with 
the  fly  without  endangering  your  tackle. 

The  speckled  trout  in  the  river  Speed  vary 
ii  aic  from  four  ounces  to  a  pound  and  a  half, 
Ihongb  it  is  seldom  that  one  of  the  latter  size  is 
aptured. 

Ouelph  I  consider  to  be  remarkably  healthy, 
tnd  fur  an  inland  town  very  jirettlly  situated. 
I  think,  however,  that  the  town-plot  was  laid 
on  too  large  a  scale — especially  the  market- 
phce,   which   is  large   enough   for  a  city  con- 
taining fifty  thousand  iuliabitants.    I  have  not 
been  there  since  1832.     It  has  since  become 
(be  assize-town  for  the  Wellington  district,  and 
omsequently  has  greatJj  increasod  both  in  size 
tod  population. 

Although  X  had  been  several  montlis  a  resident 
iftOnelpb.  1  had  neither  seen  nor  heard  a  cler- 
gjtOMJi  of  the  Kstablisliod  Church.  Why  are  we 
Always  the  last  to  send  labourers  into  the  vino- 
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jard  1    Ko  sooner  docs  a  small  rillage,  oonp 
of  a  mill,  a  black-smith's  ebop,  and  a  few  lioa 
spring  up  in  ihc  woods,  than  you  find  a  Pr^lj" 
terias,  MetboJist,  or  Baptist  Church — or  puriiapf^ 
all  three— settled  there  immediatelj.    No  wonil 
then,  that  our  church  is  losing  ground  when 
little    energy  is  di^layed   either    in   buildii 
churches  or  sending  active  and  zealous  men  toJ 
preacii  the  gospel. 

The  6rst  person  I  heard  preach  in  Guelph  mtj 
a  tailor,  who  had  made  a  professional  visit  to  ibel 
city,  and  who  had  the  reputation  of  being  con- 
sidered a  very  eloquent  man.     Due  notice  hanng 
been  given,  a  large  congregation  assembled  to 

hear  Mr.  II ,  who,  to  do  him  justice.  9u\ 

eloquent  cuuugh,  though  his  sermon  was  all  ii ' 
his  own  praise  from  beginning  to  end. 

He  said  ttiat  "  he  had  once  been  a  great  in-] 
fidol  and  an  evil  liver,  but  now  he  was  converted, 
and  was  as  good  as  lie  formerly  had  been  wicked ; 
and  he  hojred  that  all  his  hearers  would  take  ex- 
ample  from  him  and  do  as  he  had  done — forsake 
the  crooked  paths  and  steadfastly  follow  the 
straight."  After  this  autobiographical  discourse 
was  at  length  over,  and  a  brother  Miip  im'itcd  him 
to  dinner,  I  was  also  honoured  with  an  invitation., 
which  my  curiosity  induced  me  to  accept 
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^^^^^^^  PBOPKSSIOSAL  DINNER.  Hi 

"^^7  kmi  that  tlic  party  consisted  of  a  magis- 

^pitcaad  his  wife,  from  E ,  the  mad  Doctor, 

^■Dif  3/r.  V ,  one  of  t!ie  Company's  clerks.    Our 

HM-tai]or,  No.  1,  took  the  head  of  the  table  ;  the 
yrtaTlicr.  tailor  No.  2,  sat  at  the  foot.  The  din- 
Brt  itself  woe  quitea  professional  spread,  and  con- 
lined  of  a  6ne  fat  roast  goose  at  the  top,  and 
Bnothcr  at  the  bottom — a  hirge  dish  of  cabhogu 
Bb  tbu  a-ntre,  and  a  platti  of  hard  dumplings  on 

■ndt  side.     Iklr.  Y ,  who  sat  opposite,  ga\'e 

UM  such  a  comical  look  when  the  second  goose 

nwle  its  appearance,  that  I  found  it  impossible 

mU  suppress  my    risibility,  which,  unfortunately 

■  fw  mc,  exploded  just  as  the  preacher — who,  of 

^  coarse,  mentally  consigned  me  to   jwrdition  — 

i   oommenced  a   long  grace ;   but  if  tlio   Govcr- 

Dor-Gencrol  himself  had  been  present,  I  do  not 

think  I  could  have  restrained  my  inclination  to 

luigb. 

The  dinner  was  certainly  excellent  of  its  kind  ; 
ud  ID  a  DOW  settlement  where  nothing  but  salt 
pork  and  beef  could  be  obtained,  I  might  witJi 
yniUi  say,  that  it  was  a  great  treat.  After  tJie 
ootb  wu  removed,  it  was  proposed  by  the  magis- 
trate's lady,  that  the  company  should  Mng  a  hymn, 
u^>n  wliich  tiic  nia^l  Doctor,  who  wils  con.<^dered 
the  most  pious,  as  well  astho  most  scientific,  singer 
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of  the  compooj,  sang  like  aa  ow/iag&le,  T<f^| 
celebrated  lines : —  ^H 

■•  Viiitl  iipiirk  of  hmnmly  flnmtt  ^| 

Quit,  0  luit,  ttiii  mortAl  fniM,  ^H 

I  am  ashamed  to  say  that  I  was  obliged  to  bI^| 
my  haudkcrchiof  into  my  mouth  to  keep  frofl 
laughing  outright ;  and  no  wonder,  for  I  novH 
heard  Kuch  aa  insane  flcrenching  in  all  my  life.  H 

In  the  course  of  tlic  summer,  Mr.  Buchanail 
the  British  Consul,  vuited  Guolph,  when  the  supcfw 
intendent  gave  a  publie  diuncr  at  the  Frioi^',  ufl 
which  I  Itad  Uie  honour  of  an  invitatioD.  Amongfl 
other  guests  was  John  Brandt,  the  chief  of  thfl 
Moliawks.  and  sou  of  the  celebrated  chief  whonn 
Campbell  the  poet,  in  his  "  Gertrude  of  Wyorain^"  I 
has  stigmatized  as —  J 

"  The  in«iutet,  Brandt,  fl 

With  ti\  hU  howling,  dmalBting  band."  ^^H 

And  again —  ^^H 

"  Accuntdl  I)nini]l  I  he  IcA  or  nil  my  tribe,  ■ 

Kor  miin,  nor  chiUI,  noi  ihing  nf  liting  hiith." 

It  is  said  that  John  Brandt  was  very  ongn^ 
when  these  Hncs  wcro  pointed  out  to  him.*  | 

On  bis  health  being  drunk,  bo  acknowledged 
the  courtesy  in  a  short  but  elotjuent  speecli.    IlJ 
wOiS  not  handsome,  though  ratlicr  a  fine-looking 
man.    I  believe  he  died  of  cholera  in  1832. 

*  CemiibEll  luliMqaciiiIy  mode  an  apology  to  him. 
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One  day.  Dr.  Dunlop  came  to  my  house, 
ud  infurracx]  mo  that  I  was  to  accompany  him 
on  an  expedition  to  the  township  of  Wilmot, 
joioiug  the  Huron  tract,  to  cxamiuo  the  site,  and 
mkt  B  report  of  the  probable  cost  of  building 
ibridge  over  the  river  Nith — or  "Smith's  Creek," 

Ril  was  then  called — one  of  the  tributaries  of 
i  Gnmd  Ki»er.  "  The  accountant,"  he  said, 
"ku  taken  it  into  his  head  that  he  will  accom- 
jtoy  OS ;  and,  as  he  has  never  been  in  the  Bu»h 
Itfore,  won't  we  put  hint  tJirough  his  facings 
before  be  gets  back  ?  that  is  all.  ^lind,  and 
keep  your  eye  on  me.  When  I  am  ready  to  play 
Un  off,  I  will  give  the  signal  to  you." 

"  Well,  Doctor,"  said  1,  "  if  you  will  take  the 
klBme,  I  hare  no  objection  to  the  fun  ;  but 
remember !  I  am  a  very  young  man,  and  if  Mr. 
Smith  should  complain  to  the  Company —  " 

"Oh,  never  fear,"  was  his  reply,  "for  I  will 
make  it  all  right  with  Calt,  if  he  do.  In  the 
neanUmc,  order  my  man  to  saddle  the  horses. 
Let  tbe  Cockney  have  tJie  roan-marc.  You  can 
tike  your  owu  pony ;  and  do  not  forget  to  tell 
ffinds  to  bring  the  brandy.  Should  we  have  to 
ounp  out  all-night,  a  small  aoup^on  of  the  crea- 
Ine  will  do  us  no  harm." 

Everything  being  in  readiness,  we  started  about 
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two  o'clock,  P.M.  Our  route  lay  tbroiigh  the  new 
settlement  of  Guelpb  aod  the  fine  townships  of 
Upper  and  Lower  Waterloo.  This  tract  of  land 
was  originally  bought  and  settled  by  a  company 
of  Dutch  PennsjlTaniaQs,  upwards  of  fifty  years 
ago.  The  Grand  River,  or  Ouse,  intersects  these 
townships— a  fine  stream,  spanned  by  scTeral  sub- 
Btantial  bridges.  This  part  of  the  country  is 
densely  populated  and  very  fertile.  Tlie  soil,  for 
the  most  part,  is  a  light  rich  loam. 

As  soon  as  we  had  crossed  the  open  country, 
we  entered  a  narrow  busii-road,  only  just  wide 
enough  for  two  persons  to  ride  abreast.  It  must 
be  rcuiembored  that  Smith  was  a  very  ba<l  rider, 
and  looked  as  if  he  had  never  been  on  horse-back 
before  ;  for  every  time  he  rose  in  his  saddle  you 
could  see  his  horse's  head  under  him. 

The  Doctor  now  gave  me  the  wink  to  fall  into 
the  rear  ;  then  riding  up  abreast  of  Smith,  he  j 
commcnecd  operations  by  slyly  sticking  lijs  spur" 
into  tliC  roan  mare,  e-tclainiing  at  the  i5ame  time, 
"  Come,  maD,  if  we  don't  pudi  on  a  little,  wfl 
shall  not  rcocli  Blenheim  to-nigbt." 

As  soon  as  the  roan  mare  felt  the  spur,  off  sh< 
went  at  a  rattling  pace,  the  Dr.  keeping  close 
along-side,  and  a])plying  the  spur  wheucvcr  he 
could  get  a  cliance.     At  first,  Smith  tried  lian] 
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<  poll  in  tbo  marc ;  tbca  he  shouted  to  tho  Doctor 
I  stop  her  ;  instead  of  which,  Uic  spur  was  only 
ied  the  sharper.     At  last,  quite  lightened. 
I  aeized  the  maiic  with  butli  his  liauds.  And  then 
iced  a  ueck-and-Deck  race  for  ncarl}'  two 
J— myself  and  the  Doctor's  man,  John  Hinds, 
png  up  the  rear,  and  shouting  with  laughter, 
litli  was  so  frightened,  and  so  intent  on  stopping 
I  lag  niu-away  slccd,  that  he  never  suspected  his 
tfeeecutor  who,  looking  quite  grave,  said,  "  tie 
'sever  remembered  his  roan  running  off  ia  that 
txtnordinary  manner  before ;  but,"  ho  added 
*)th  a  grin,  "  I  suspect,  Smith,  she  knew  you  were 
»  Cockney." 

After  this  exploit,  wo  went  on  soberly  enough. 
Until  we  entered  the  township  of  Blenheim.  We 
hud  still  some  distanoo  to  travel  through  a  dense 
rorest,  before  we  should  reach  Springer'*— a  farm- 
liaiisc  where  we  intended  to  stop  all  night,  and 
*here  tho  Doctor  kept  a  store  of  good  tilings. 
Wider  the  charge  of  Mrs.  Springer;  for  this  was 
always  his  halting-place,  on  his  various  journeys 
to  Godericb. 

O&rkncss  fell  as  we  entered  the  Blenheim 
■ood&  and  now  tho  Doctor  took  tho  opportunity 
rf  askiog  wc,  "  If  I  thought  that  I  could  howl  ^ 
I  expre^eil  confidence  in  my  abilities  that  way. 
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The  Doctor  then  stud.  "  Second  any  move  of 
mine  for  pushing  you  on  to  Springer's.  But 
miiid."  continued  he,  "  you  are  to  stop  within 
half  a  mile  of  his  clearing ;  and  when  you  hear 
us  coming,  you  must  howl  with  all  your  inigli 
and  leave  tlie  rest  to  me." 

After  a  while,  wlicu  it  was  quite  dark,  so 
we  could  scarcely  see  our  horses'  heads,  the  Doc 
proposed  that  1  should  take  Hind's,  and  "  ride 
on  as  hard  as  we  could,  and  tell  Mrs.  Springer  to 
Iiavo  supper  ready  for  us ;  and,"  said  he,  "  I 
the  old  Dian  tap  the  wiiiskey  I  forwarded 
his  house  last  week.  Wo  will  follow  you  at 
our  leisure  ;  for  my  friend  is  not  u-sed  to  travel 
after  dai'k  on  such  roads  as  these." 

We  accordingly  rode  on  smartly,  till  we  could 
perceive  a  slight  glimmering  of  light  through  tho 
trees,  which  wc  knew  to  he  Springer's  clearing. 
Wo  then  halted,  one  on  each  side  of  the  road, 
but  entirely  concealed  from  view  by  the  thick 
undcrhnish.  As  soon  as  we  heard  the  party 
coming,  wc  set  up  a  most  unearthly  yell,  which 
made  tlie  woods  fairly  ring  again.  We  could 
hear  the  Doctor  cry  out, "  The  wolves !  the  wolves  1 
ride  for  your  life,  man,"  and  he  then  gallopi 
off  in  the  direction  from  which  they  had  j 
come. 
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Poor  Smith  shouted  after  him  al  tho  top  of  his 
imploring  the  Doctor,  for  God's  sake,  not 

Jesve  him.     "  Oh  Lord  ! "  rre  heard  him  say, 

bo  rode  after  the  Doctor,  "I  shall  surely  he 
ivroured  by  the  ravenous  wretches.  Help — 
Wp !  Tfoctor — stop ! "  and  sucli  like  piteous  ojii- 
nlitioDs. 

The  Doctor,  who  had  riden  ahead,  as  soon  as  he 

iHanj  his  victim  approach,  cointnenced  in  the  same 

key  as  we  had  done  before,  and  a  dismal  howling 

iM  all  made.     Fear  now  compelled  poor  Smith  to 

iriiecl  the  mare  round  and  ride  back,  whereupon 

*e  again  greeted  him  with  a  second  edition,  even — 

if  that  were  possible — more  diabolical  than  the 

fint,  which  termimitcd  the  fun  sooner  tlian  we  ex- 

fectcd  ;  for,  losing  all  presence  of  mind,  he  let  his 

need  get  off  the  track  into  the  woods,  and,  con- 

Kquently,  he  was  swept  off  by  the  branches.  We 

heard  him  fall  and  roar  for  help,  which  wc  left 

(lie  Doctor  to  admiuLiit^r,  and  made  the  best  of 

our  way  tn  Springei's,  where,  half  on  hour  after, 

wo  were  joined  by  our  fellow-travellers,  one  of 

vhom  had  scarcely  recovered  from  his  ftight,  and 

ttill  looked  as  pale  a«  a  ghost.    Two  or  tliree 

gtasKA  of  whiskey-punch,  however,  soon  restored 

I  to  his  natural  complexion. 
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WO  had  so  successfully  p]ay«<J  him  ;  but  if  1* 
he  kept  it  to  bimsolf,  rightly  judging  that  if 
story  got  wind  he  would  never  hear  the  last  off 

Springer  had  only  one  spare  bed,  vhich 
rangned  in  favour  of  the  accountant.  » 
little  compensation  for  the  fright  ho  had 
taincd.  The  Doctor  and  I  took  possession  of 
bani,  where  we  found  plenty  of  fresh  hay.  whil 
we  infinitely  preferred  to  the  spare  bed  and  iti 
familiars.  There  we  slept  delightfully,  till  k 
chorus  of  cocks  (or  roosters,  as  the  mofD  delicate 
Americans  would  call  them)  awakened  us  from 
our  repose,  to  the  wrathful  indignation  of  Dunlop, 
wlio  am^thomatizod  llicm  for  "  an  unmusical  orni- 
thological set  of  fiends." 

We  made  an  early  breakfast  off  fried  sausages, 
and  the  never-failing  ham  and  eggs,  and  were 
soon  again  in  the  saddle.  We  took  the  noarost 
road  to  Plum  Creek,  where  we  left  our  horses,  and 
proceeded  for  the  remaining  four  miles  on  foot, 
through  a  magnificeut  forest. 

We  were  now  in  that  part  of  the  township 
of  Wilmot  belonging  to  tJie  Caniida  Company, 
which  did  not  then  contain  a  tiingle  farm,  but  lias 
been  since  completely  settled.  At  length,  we  came 
to  a  narrow  valley,  some  fifty  or  axty  feet  below 
the  level  of  tho  country  through  which  we  had 
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'tftvclling,  in  the  centre  of  whicli  flowed  the 
<  sparkling  in  the  sun  :  the  wild  grapes  bang- 
In  rich  festoons  fnim  tree  to  tree,  gave  an 
tof  rural  beauty  to  the  scene.    For  the  conve- 
IlBeitcc  of  foot-passengers,  some  good  Sanmritaa 
Ifelled  a  troo  directly  across  the  stream,  which 
t  tint  place  was  not  more  than  fifty  feet  wide. 
icurrent  was  swift,  though  not  more  than  four 
r  5rc  feet  deep. 

Here  a  small  misfortune  happened  to  the  Doc- 
r,  who  was  an  inveterate  snulf-taker,  and  car- 
olled a  large  box  he  called  a  cnfhn — I  presume  from 
its  resemblance  to  that  dreary  receptacle. 

While  in  the  act  of  crosang  the  temporary 
bridge,  and  at  the  same  time  regaling  his  oltac- 
tory  nen-es  with  a  pinch  of  the  best  Irish,  his 
ftiDoas  coffin  slipped  from  his  grasp  and  floated 
away  majestically  down  the  swift-flowing  waters 
of  the  sylvan  Nith. 

The  Doctor  was  a  man  of  decision  :  he  hesitated 
not  even  for  a  moment,  but  pitched  himself 
headlong  into  the  stream,  fi-om  which  he  quickly 
emerged  with  his  recovered  treasure.  It  is  but 
justice  to  my  friend  Dunlop,  to  remind  the  reader 
tliat  his  extravagant  aflection  for  his  snufl'-box  is 
uot  without  a  parallel  in  history,  since  Louis 
XVIIL  has  recorded  with  his  own  royal  hand  an 
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mtm  tract.  Tbc  Doctor's  mau  had  brought  a 
uiuUc  of  bhrnkcts  and  an  axe,  from  Springer's, 
I,  like  Dalgetty,  carried  tlie  provender. 
While  Hinds  was  cooking  the  supper,  I  prepared 
Vu  bed.  b^  breaking  a  quantity  of  fine  hemlock- 
bush  to  tliatch  the  bottom  of  the  camp,  to  koep  us 
femi  the  damp  ground,  which  it  did  quite  cSecta- 
lUf.  I  have  camped  out,  I  dare  say,  hundreds  of 
tJnus,  both  in  winter  and  summer ;  and  I  never 
cnght  cold  yet  I  recommend,  from  experience:, 
a  lieffllock-bed.  and  hemlock>tca,  ivith  a  dash  of 
vhiskcy  in  it.  merely  to  assist  the  flavour,  as 
ihc  best  preventive. 

The  Doctor  was  in  Grst-ratc  humour,  and  seemed 
detemiini'd  to  make  a  night  of  it ;  and  even  the 
Cockney  appeared  to  enjoy  himself  amazingly. 
I  knew,  by  the  wicked  eye  of  the  Doctor,  that  he 
*as  bent  on  mischief,  ilinds  was  kept  busy  after 
flipper  in  making  braudy-puucb,  the  Doctor 
keeping  us  in  a  roar  of  laughter  with  his  amusing 
Uecdotes.  I  knoiv  by  tlie  long  Latin  quotations 
tkat  Smith  indulged  in,  that  he  was  fast  verging 
OD  intoxication.  For  my  part,  tired  and  drowsy, 
I  soon  fell  into  a  state  of  pleasing  forgctul- 
Bess,  leaving  my  two  companions  in  the  middle 
of  some  learned  discussion,  the  subject  of  which 
I  have  long  forgotten. 
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!u  the  morning  we  examiaed  the  proposed  site 
for  building  the  bridge,  which  we  found  presented 
no  unusual  difEculties.  I  liaTo  since  been  in- 
formed that  excellent  mills  and  a  thriving  viN 
lage  now  occupy  the  very  spot  where  we  bivou- 
acked on  this  memorable  occasion. 

At  Plum  Creek  we  again  resumed  our  horses, 
and,  at  the  village  of  Gait*  we  parted  company. 
The  Doctor  and  his  man  went  on  to  Flamborought 
West ;  whilst  Smith  and  I  returned  to  (iuetpfa, 
which  we  reached  a  short  time  after  dark,  with- 
out inflicting  on  him  any  more  adventures. 


I 


*  Oall  i»  H  (liriving  town,  liiiiatcd  on  (lie  waai  bank  of  the 
Onnd  River,  in  the  towntihip  of  Dumfria.     TIic  lown-plui  urij^^ 
natl;  h<^1niigcd  to  th«  Hunoutable  Wlllittm  Ihxun,  who  give  jtfl 
tJiM  nnmf  in  coui|iliiiieDl  to  ihe  Buperinicndciit  of  the  Catud* 
Company. 

f  On«  uf  the  prci(i««n  rituaiianii  in  Canaila  WcrI,  coniuianiliivl 
<L  Sae  {iriMpcvl  of  Ancoxtcr  nnd  the  iiirrauiiijing  country  :  and 
alau  ihe  sem  of  the  (ton.  Jauici  Ctouk*. 
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n«  wtr  or  iBiPiNn  a  niBTiiDAV. — lo«t  in  ths  woom. — 

limHIlM    or   MK,   IIJtl.T. inVICK    T»    NKV>-  irtTTLKHl, —  ltM;X- 

KBTiiinxMr  or  nn.  gilt.^i  ircuui-i.iT  iiiu  lo  nii 

UantKO-PLACC BKUIllVI     UVKLM     TU     I.RAVS     OtKLrU     fUH 

MHniCII. — 1IIUIIU,»IKI>«    AT  VUELPD    AND   DODRU. 


Tan  fitb  of  November  was  my  birthday,  so  I 
dcterminL-d  to  girc  myself  a  holiday,  arid  go  out 
Miii-hmUing.  I  had  been  told  by  some  of  the 
Workmen  that  deer  were  very  plentiful  in  the 
Clergy-btock,  so  I  started  early  in  the  morniog 
without  waiting  for  my  regular  breakfast,  merely 
taking  a  biscuit,  as  1  was  too  eager  for  the  sport 

I  have  much  appetite  ;  besides.  I  intended  to  be 
to  an  early  dinner.  The  sky  was  overcast, 
tnd  a  few  flakes  of  snow  were  falling,  but  I  did 
Dot  dislike  these  signs  ;  for  I  prefer  a  little  damp- 
nest  on  the  leaves,  which  causes  less  noise  from 
llie  tread — an  important  point  to  the  hunter  ;  for 
vbcn  the  leaves  are  criJip  and  dry,  it  is  usele^ss  to 
Kiempt  approaching  the  deer,  who  are  sure  to 
bcir  you  long  before  you  get  within  range- 
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I  considered  myself  a  tolerably  good  wo 
and  Ttas,  therefore,  not  much  afraid  of  beiogl 
but  I  reckoned  without  xay  host  in  this  : 
Alter  crossing  the  river.  I  proceeded  for 
distance  along  a  hard-wood  ridge,  till  I  c&mc  u1 
thicket  of  brush-wood,  out  of  which  ^rang  An 
fine  deer,  a  buck  and  two  does.     I  fired  at 
buck  as  be  scam])cred  off,  luid  had  the  satisfa 
of  finding  blood  on  the  track,  which  I  foUon 
for  more  Uian  two  miles.     But  I  lost  him  at 
in  the  middle  of  a  cedar-swamp,  owing  to 
quantity  of  soft  snow,  which  was  by  this  tia 
fidling  heavily.     I,  therefore,  thought  it  beat  I 
rvturn  homo,  and  put  ufT  my  hunt  io  a  mora  j 
pitious  day. 

On  emerging  from  the  swamp,  which  I  did 
the  wrong  ^do — for  I  had  no  sun  to  guide  me— 1 
saw  a  fine  doo  within  fifty  yards  of  me,  foediijl 
on  the  side  of  a  hill.  I  thought  I  was  snra  I 
thli  one  at  any  rate ;  but,  in  this  also,  I  wl 
woefully  disappointed  ;  for  the  powder  in  the  pai 
of  the  luck  had  got  damp  by  the  wet  snow,  an 
only  flashed  in  the  pan.  My  gun  had  the  gI 
flint-lock,  percussion-caps  being  then  hardi 
Icuown  in  Uio  colonies.  i 

My  second  disappointment  decided  me  to  il 
'"<■«   home.    This,   however,    was  wouer   a^ 
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iioM ;  for,  after  walking  for  more  than  two 
;  I  found  I  had  lost  m  v  way,  a  conclusion  as 

Ifliidi  there  could  bo  no  mistukc.    At  first,  I 
bt  it  would  be  best  to  take  my  back-track, 

I  i  found  tliis  would  not  answer ;  for  the  snow 

I  melting  as  fast  as  it  fell.     I  could  not  even 
mj9^  of  the  commun  indications  for  finding 

my,  because  the  under-brush  was  stilt  loaded 
Itb  suow,  so  tlmt  it  was  quite  imposable  to  see 
\y  yards  iu  any  direction. 
Whilst  I  was  debating  what  I  ha<l  best  do  to 
[tricato  myself  from  tliis  iJilenima,  I  came  upon 
tolerably  fresh  blazed  line,  which  I  suspected 
u  the  boundary  between  tlio  towiisliijjs  of 
jelpli  and  ttie  Cleigy-rcBorvc-block  of  Fuslinch- 
i  this  idea  I  was  perfectly  right ;  but  the 
Mstion  now  with  me  was,  in  which  direction  I 
lonld  follow  the  lino.  After  consirlcring  for 
me  time,  as  ill-luck  would  hare  it,  I  took  the 
rang  route,  and,  having  walked  at  least  three 
ilea,  came  to  the  end  of  the  blaze,  where  I 
und  a  surveyors  fost.  on  which  was  legibly 
tittcn,  iu  red  clialk,  on  each  side,  the  names  of 
e  four  townsJiips,  of  which  it  was  the  oomcr- 
ist ;  viz.  Guelph,  Ptislinch,  Kasagiweya,  and 
amosa ;  and  lower  down  on  tho  post^ "  getvrt 
'\kv  and  a  half  to  GaelpJC    I  bad,  therefore, 
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DOtbiDg  for  it,  but  to  turn  back  on  tlie  line  and' 
retrace  my  steps.  This  I  did  in  a  smart  run,  for  I 
saw  the  shades  of  night  fast  gathering  around  me. 

lu  less  than  au  hour  I  had  pasHcd  the  place 
where  I  tirst  found  the  blaze,  but  soon  after  came 
to  a  windfall,*  where  I  found  it  impossible  Ui 
follow  the  line  through.  I  wa«,  therefore,  com- 
pelled t*>  leave  the  hlnze — my  only  sure  guide — 
which,  however,  I  still  h<>\md  to  rc-fiiid,  by  keeping 
round  tlie  edge  of  the  windfall,  till  I  again  struck 
the  line.  Just  before  dark,  I  saw  a  partridge 
sitting— on  a  log,  I  believe.  I  fresh  primed,  aod 
snapped  half  a  dozen  times  at  him,  without 
effect,  but  the  gun  had  got  so  wet,  that  at  la^t  1 
gave  it  up  as  a  bad  job  ;  though  I  should  have 
liked  liiiii  very  much  for  my  supper,  for  which  I 
had  a  ravenous  appetite. 

Presently,  I  came  to  a  nice  litUe  spring  creek 
running  under  some  fine  shady  cedars.  The 
ground  Looked  dry  and  mossy  ;  and  as  it  was 
nearly  dark,  I  thought  the  best  thing  I  could 
do  was  to  camp  for  the  uight>  for  I  knew  it  was 
impossible  to  find  my  way  after  dark.  I  imme- 
diately collected  a  large  quantity  of  dry  balsam- 
fir,  which  lay  about  in  great  profusion,  and  chose 
a  cluster  of  spreading  cedars  for  my  camp.    After 

*  A  hoop  or  grot  uttH  blown  ilowii  by  the  «riiid. 
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I  piled  a  kr^gc  bcap  of  wood  against  one  of 
trees ;  aad  rubbing  some  dry  cedar-bark 
fiae,  put  it  under  my  wood.  lu  order  to 
iDj  fire,  I  tore  up  a  piece  of  a  cottou  liand- 
fattliief,  which  I  Laid  over  the  pan  of  m^  gun, 
swiy  primed.  Having  fired  the  cotton  in  tliis 
Buiiiar.  I  enclosed  it  in  the  cedar-bark,  keeping 
tf  Ihe  flame — not  bjr  using  that  primitive  bellows, 
»y  moutb — but,  b)'  waving  the  bark  to  and  fro, 
lAer  the  method  used  bv  the  Indians.  ThuK, 
I  Mm  had  a  large  cheerful  lire,  which  I  much 
Mtded.  for  I  vitis  thoroughly  wet. 

My  first  care  was  to  dry  my  gun  and  reload  it, 
il  cue  of  wolves.  Whilst  I  was  busy  doing  this, 
I  Wrd  a  shot>  and  then  another ;  but  the  gunners 
mre  t  long  way  off,  as  I  knew  by  the  sound—cer- 
liinly  not  less  than  three  miles ;  and  as  I  was 
ifdta  aware  it  was  useless  for  roc  to  attempt  to 
make  my  way  out.  I  contented  myself  with  firing 
ny  gun  in  answer  to  their  shots,  which,  not  being 
repeated,  1  also  ceased  firing,  tliough  I  had  no 
dogbt  my  neighbours  were  searching  fur  me,  but 
■Ot  near  enough  to  find  mc  out.  However,  I 
liacovered  the  direction  in  which  Guelph  lay,  by 
the  sound  of  tlioir  volleys,  so  I  did  not  despair, 
II I  fult  sure  of  being  able  to  regain  my  home  in 
I  noraing. 
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Qc    This  I  was  wolt-aworc  of,  firum  tho  cod- 

rollcjs  which  rang  in  all  directiunsL    Vfe 

soon  out  on  tlie  tiiain-ruad  leading  to  the 

where  1  found   more  than  &iiy  of  the 

ibitaiits  looking  for  nie. 

This  birthday  hunting  excursion  turned  out  anjr- 

<  tiling  but  a  frolic;  for  the  result  was,  twenty-six 

[Jioun'  i>tarvation  and  the  loss  of  a  fine  buck ;  be- 

'  aides  my  being  hungrj,  weary,  and  stiiT.  from  slccp- 

.'XBg  mil  night  in  the  woods.    Moreover,  in  common 

gratitude,  I  was  hound  to  treat  my  neighbours 

the  workmen  sent  to  look  for  me,  aod  tlic 

oist  me  live  galluDS  of  whiskey.     To  add  to 

Uus  chapt4:r  of  accidents,  two  of  the  party  who 

Isrecd  out  to  hunt  for  me  in  the  woods,  lost 

iLemselTes,  and  spent  the  night  iu  as  disagreeable 

1  manner  as  I  had  myself  done. 

I  would  advise  all  new  settlers  to  provide 
(hemselves  with  a  pocket-compos;;,  whicli  can  be 
procua-d  fur  a  f<.-w  shillings.  This  should  be 
nspcndcd  round  the  nock  by  a  ribbon,  iu  the 
ame  manner  as  a  watch— and  I  need  not  add 
that  in  die  Busli  it  is  of  infinitely  more  usa 

My  employments  in  the  Company's  service  oft«ii 
obliged  me  to  leave  honiu  and  take  long  juumeys 
— fatiguing  enough,  indeed,  they  often  were. 
But  youth   is  the  season  of  enterprise,  and   I 
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always  hare  accustomed  mjsclf  to  look  n]Kitii 
bright  side  of  cTcr^-tliing,  leaving  to  the  gnii 
tlic  reverse  of  the  picture,  upon  which  I  feai  dl 
arc  only  too  fond  of  dwclliDg.     But  I  am  4 
a  cheerful  spirit  is  the  best  asastaot  in  cairjl 
a  settler  througtt  every  difficulty.  ^ 

tkrly  in  the  spring  of  1 829,  1  made  ™ 
of  the  Newcastle  district,  fieUiog  land  and  reo 
ing  payments  for  the  Company.  Whilst » i 
ployed,  I  received  a  letter  from  the  supd 
tcudent,  informing  me  of  his  resignation,  I 
appointing  uic  to  meet  him  in  Toronto  with  M 
money  I  had  collected. 

I  was  very  sorry   to  hear  of  Mr.  Gait's 
tiremeut.      Uc  liad   always   acted    in   a   k 
and   liberal  manner  towards  me :   and.  in<l 
when  he  loft  the  Company,  I  considered  tht 
had  lost  a  true  and  affectionate  friend.     I  « 
not  help,  therefore,  noticing  with  regret  t 
although  most  of  the  clerks  belonging  to 
olfico  were  at  that  time  io  Toronto,  only 
Duulop,  Mr.  Reid  *  and  niyself  accom{Muiiod 
Gait  to  the  landing-place  to  scu  him  depart 
cry  "God  speed!"    But  this  is  the  way  of 
world.    Those  who  should  be  most  gratefulj 

•  Mr.  Dji)t'»  friend  and  prime  »t<ntaty. 
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thm  of  odversitj  dawo.t  on  their  benefactor, 
\ohea  the  tirst  to  desert  hito. 
On  tbe  same  da;  the  Doctor  introduced  me 
looe  of  our  new  OommuuiiuneTv,  Thomas  Meroer 
Ksq.,  a  fine  gcntleinanly-lookiDg  person, 
other  ComniissioQcr  nns  the  Hon.  William 
Allen.  These  gentlemen  were  appointed  by  tlie 
>re  to  supersudc  Air.  Gait  in  the  direction 
Uie  Cocnpaoj's  affairs  in  Canada.  On  mj 
fetum  to  Guelph.  I  receired  an  intimation  tliat 
I  must  prepare  to  take  up  mj  rcsidouce  in 
Godcrich,  as  my  services  ia  future  would  be 
paired  in  the  Huron  tract 
A  few  dnjs  before  my  departure,  I  witnessed 
Jhe  moet  appalling  land  tornado  (if  so  I  may 
it),  [  ever  aaw  in  my  life.  Aii  this  is  a 
pheoomenon  Boldom  if  ever  witnciised  in  Eog* 
bwd,  1  think  a  particular  description  may  po»- 
itbly  interost  those  rcadont  who  are  unaccustomed 
(o  such  occontricitics  of  Nature. 

Id  my  hunting  excursions  and  rambles  through 
Uw  Uppor  Canadian  forests,  1  had  frequently  met 
with  extensive  windfalls ;  and  observed  with 
aome  surprise  that  tlie  lallen  trees  appeared  to 
im.it  boon  ttvist<.^d  uff  at  the  stumps,  for  they 
lay  strewn  in  a  succession  of  circles.  1  also 
remarked,  that   these   windfalls  were  generally 

VOL.   I.  H 
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narrow,  and  had  the  appearance  of  a  wide  road 
slashed  through  the  forest. 

From  observations  made  at  the  time,  and  siocc 
confirmed,  I  have  no  doubt  Colonel  Reid's  theory 
of  storms  13  a  correct  one,  viz.  : — "  That  alt  wind- 
storms move  ia  a  circukr  direction,  and  the 
nearer  the  centre,  the  more  violent  tlie  wiod." 
Having  seen  the  effects  of  several  similar  hur- 
ricanes since  my  residence  in  Canada  West,  I 
shall  describe  one  which  happened  in  the  town- 
ship  of  Guelpli,  during  the  earljr  part  of  tlie 
summer  of  1829. 

The  weatlicr,  for  the  season  of  the  year  (May) 
had  been  hot  and  sultry,  with  scarcely  a  breath 
of  wind  stirring.     I  had  lieard  distant  thunder 
from  an  early  hour  of  the  morning,  which  from  the 
eastward  is  rather  an  unusual  occurrence.    Aboot 
t«a  A.H.  the  sky  had  a  most   singular,  I  aaj 
say,  a  most  awful  appearance  ;  presenting  to  the 
view  a  vast  arch  of  rolling  blackness,  which  seemed 
to  gather  strength  and  density  as  it  approached 
the  zenith.   All  at  once  the  clouds  began  to  worl 
round  in  drcles,as  if  chasing  one  another  througl 
the  air.    Suddenly,  the  dark  arch  of  clouds  ap* 
peared  to  break  up  into  detached  masses,  whirljn; 
and  eddying  through  each  other  in  dreadful  com-, 
motion.      The  forked   lightning  waa  inccsaaai 
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panied  by  heavy  thunder.  la  a  short 
ice  the  clouds  seemed  to  converge  to  a  point, 
nttich  approached  very  near  the  earth,  still  whirl- 
ing with  great  raj)idity  directly  under  this  point ; 
and  apparently  from  the  midst  of  the  woods  arose 
mbladc  column  in  the  shape  of  a  cone,  which  in- 
stantly joined  itself  to  the  depending  cloud  :  the 
ttght  was  now  grand  and  awful  in  the  extreme. 

Let  any  one  picture  to  the  imagination  a  vast 
column  of  smoke  of  inky  blackness  reaching  from 
^pblh  to  heaven,  gyrating  with  fearful  velocity; 
bright  lightnings  issuing  from  the  vortex — the  roar 
of  the  thunder— the  rushing  of  the  blast— the 
oaahing  of  timber— the  limbs  of  trees,  leaves  and 
nblMsh,  mingled  with  clouds  of  dust,  whirling 
llmmgh  tlie  air — a  faint  idea  is  then  givou  of  the 
moe. 

"Tfaioogb  tin  dit  titj  ariau  oi)lnig«outi  «toini«, 
bd  dMiIi  MAiida  thrvsuniufi  in  h  tlioiiMm!  fcinn* ; 
Cltnda  ohiirgcd  with  loud  drfinicliQn  dtown  llie  day, 
Aad  BJry  dcmona  in  nitd  whirlwindi  plajr; 
Tliick  ill  tinder- clupf,  and  Ughtuiiiga'  vivid  glue 
[Nttuib  ihv  nkj,  sod  troiibU  *l]  llie  mii." 

I  had  ample  time  for  observation  as  the  hur- 

rieuie   commenced  its  desolating   course  about 

two  miles  from  ttie  town,   through  the  centre 

of  which  it  took   its  way,  passing  within  fifty 

yards  of  the  spot  where  a  number  of  persons  and 
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myself  wore  standing  watcbiag  its  fearful  pro- 
gress. As  the  tornado  approaclied,  tbo  Ueet 
seemed  to  fall  like  a  pack  of  cards  before  its  irre- 
sistible current.  After  passing  through  the  clear- 
ing made  around  the  town,  the  foroe  of  the  wind 
gradually  abated,  and  in  a  few  minutes  died  awaj 
eatirely. 

As  soon  as  the  storm  was  orer,  I  went  to  see 
what  damage  it  had  done.  From  the  point  where 
I  first  observed  tlie  black  column  to  rise  from  the 
woods  and  join  the  cloud,  the  trees  were  twisted 
in  every  direction.  A  belt  of  timber  had  hsem 
levelled  to  the  ground  about  two  miles  in  length, 
and  about  one  hundred  yards  in  breadth  :  at  tL« 
entrance  of  the  town  it  crossed  the  river  Speed, 
and  up-ruuted  about  six  acres  of  wood  which  hod 
been  thinned  out  and  left  by  Mr.  Gait  as  an  orna- 
ment  to  his  house-  H 

The  Eremosa  road  was  completely  blocked  up^ 
for  nearly  half  a  mile,  ia  the  wildest  confusioa 
possible-    In  its  progress  through  the  town,  it  un- 
roofed several  houses,  levelled  the  fences  to  th< 
ground,  and  entirely  demolished  a  framc-bam 
windows  were  dashed  in,  and  in  one  instance  Ih 
floor  of  a  log-house  was  carried  up  through  tU 
roof.    Some  hair-breadth  escapes  occurred,  bu 
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About  tvclvc  years  since,  a  storm  of  this  kind 
niired  in  the  north  part  of  the  township  of 
niro,  though  of  less  magnitude.  I  heard  an 
betiigcnt  settler  who  resided  some  jears  in  the 
WQship  of  3Iadoc  state  ttiat,  during  tiis  rcsi- 
nee  Uiere,  a  similar  hurricaoe  to  the  one  I  have 
Kcribed,  hut  of  a  more  awful  character,  pa<;sed 
rou^  a  part  of  Ikfarmoia  and  Maduc,  which 
id  been  trawd  in  a  north-easterly  direction  up- 
inls  of  forty  miles  into  the  unsiirvcyed  lands, 
e  uniform  width  of  which  appeared  to  bo  up- 
tfds  of  three  quarters  of  a  mile. 
It  appears  very  evident  that  storms  of  this  de- 
riptioQ  have  not  been  unfre(]uent  in  the  wooded 
pons  of  C^tnada ;  and  it  bocomes  a  matter  of 
teresting  consideration,  ivhether  the  clearing  of* 
t  immense  forests  will  not,  in  a  great  measure, 
move  the  cau^  of  these  phenomena. 

Buki  bcBTy  cloud*  wciv  galliering;  in  the  rtM, 
H  Wra{>ping  th«  furert  iii  ruiitri-nl  pluotn  ; 
pDk*Bfd  t\itj  loJI'il  Boit  rvar'd  Moh  livitl  cietx, 

Ijke  ilouh'a  mnik  fhadow*  IVoming  oVi  earth'*  tomb : 
Fram  «<it  lh«  inky  womb  of  ihai  deep  night 

Bvnt  livid  SmW  ol  eWtiic  lltnic ; 

Fhirlin;!  kn<l  ciroliiiji  with  Icrriflu  iiiiglil. 
In  wiM  confitfian  on  the  icmpoi  ciunc. 
iln/e,  mmkciiing  &oin  licr  itill  rcjioup, 
Sbiiilttcn  miMnBiTu  to  ttii'  «lijtt«iii(l'e  ihocif 
FctI*  Ht  tier  nlghijr  Iimr  cunvuldivu  throe*  ; 
Her  poining  fatMU  to  cailli'*  boMm  rock. 
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But,  hark !  what  muni  that  hollo*  nuhinj;  Kniuid, 

That  VicaJti  llic  nuddcii  itilliicH  of  the  loani  t 
lUil  forked  ti);htuiiJgii  fivicely  glare  ■niuiiil : 

UliiLi  vr««hiag  liiiiiidi'ra  oa  the  wind*  uv  botncl 
And  nee  von  spiral  column,  black  H  night, 

Kcnriiid  triuiiiphanlty  it»  »rre<ilhin([  fonn  ; 
Buiu  '■  nbrouj,  and  through  thr  tnutkjr  light, 

brotr  d«(al>lioii  marki  llie  BJiiril  of  the  Monu. 

How  changci!  the  (Cfflc  ;  ih(>  awful  tnnpnt  's  o'ci ; 

Vtoia  dtmui  amy  and  clccnenlol  wai 
Tbi-  lighiuing'a  11  vh  liuh  ci-oood,  thi-  thundCT** 

The  glurioUB  >uu  rnuuiw  hit  golden  Oftr.* 


*  My  description  of  tliit  whirlnind,  nnd  the  Bcoampuitiiig 
linuB,  have  already  njipeorcd  in  tlie  "  Victorift  Majjuine,"  pub- 
lished  in  Cuimdft  West,  under  the  li^iaiure  of  "  Roncet." 
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twa  nraon  nucr. — jokuexl  or  bk.  MittLor.  — six  nAUoiiin. 
—  \  tUTK  ccxtPii  ros  ooDtnieii.  —  wisn  or  »pci)«i(0[iji- 
Tloji.^^umioni  utrrtii.  —  aEMiHX^tiu:  tiuiiui. — tun  bb*RII>T 

OU. KOkLS    Bl'TTEK-WOOD   TIUIKS. UOUKHIIifl. flMS    WHEIkT 

CBOr. — rCKCHA»B   A    lOO-llUI'SR.— CUMrTROOTION    OF   A    BAFT. 

"I  HAD  always  wished  to  go  to  the  Ifaron  tract, 
whose  fioe  lake,  noble  forests,  and  productive  soil, 
have  made  it  a  souree  of  wealth  to  many  a 
aettlvr.  Tho  climate  too,  was  mild,  and  I  had 
hettrd  a  great  deal  about  it  from  mj  gifted  and 
&cclious  friend  Dr.  Dunlop,  whose  sorvices  in 
exploring  that  part  of  their  possessions  were 
not  only  useful  but  inestimable  to  the  Company, 
and,  in  fact,  to  emigration  in  general 

■  "  Dr.  Dunlop,  the  Warden  of  the  Company's 
Woods  and  Forests,  surveyed  tlic  great  Huron 
tract  in  tlic  summer  of  1827,  assisted  by  the 
Chief  of  the  .Mohawk  nation,  and  Messrs.  Sproat 
and  MacDonald.  Tlicy  penetrated  the  huge 
QDtravellcd  wilderness  in  all  directions,  until 
tbey  came  out  ou  tho  shores  of  tho  Huron,  having 
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experienced  and  withstood  every  privation  that 
w&udcrcrs  can  possibly  be  subject  to  la  such 
places."* 

The  Doctor  himself  has  given  a  very  accnrate 
account  of  the  valuable  resources  of  the  Uuroa 
tract.  He  says  in  his  journal — "  I  have  already 
adverted  to  its  nature  and  fertility,  and  think  I 
may  be  justified  in  adding,  such  is  the  general 
excellence  of  the  land,  that  if  ordinary  care  can 
be  taken  to  give  each  lot  no  uioro  ttian  its  own 
share  of  any  small  swamp  in  its  riciuity,  it' 
would  bo  dilTicult,  if  not  impossible,  to  find  two 
hundred  acres  together  in  the  whole  territory,  thai 
would  make  a  bad  farm.  Although  the  land  may 
be  ca[)ablc  of  raising  any  kind  of  produce  usual 
in  that  country,  yet  some  spots  are  more  parti- 
cularly advantageous  for  jmrticular  crops.  The 
black  ash-swales  (a  kind  of  swamp)  make  tl\6 
best  ground  for  hemp  ;  as  by  the  scourging  otfecl! 
of  two  or  three  crops,  the  ground  will  be  made 
more  fit  for  the  raising  of  wheat,  for  which,  ia 
the  oripna!  state,  it  is  too  strong.  The  ricli 
meadows  by  the  side  of  the  rivers,  (more  especially 
such  as  are  annually  overflowed,)  are  ready  with- 
out farther  preparation,  for  tobacco,  hemp,  and 
Aax.     The  lower  meadows;  and  meadows  adjoia- 

•  ilnc  T«ggMi'«  "  Tlirec  V«ni  in  Cdimda." 
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iver  dams,  whicli  are  ftbandant,  produce  at 

hu  momeat  enormous  quaotities  of  natural  bay 

bid  puturo ;  and  the  rest  of  tbo  land,  for  the 

production  of  potatoes,  Indian  corn,  wheat,  and 

•Iher  grain,  is  at  least  equal,  if  not  superior,  to 

n;  other  land  in  the  Oauadas.    Independent  of 

the  swamps,  the  timber  on  the  land  is  very  soon 

lucribed. 

"The  sugar-maple  is  the  principal  growth,  and 
tlie  size  and  height  which  it,  as  well  as  other 
treea,  attwns,  sufficiently  evince  the  strength  and 
power  of  the  soil.  Next  to  this  come  the  beech, 
aim,  and  baas-wood,  in  various  proportions.  In 
RnDe  iDstAnce^  the  beech  and  elm  predominate 
urer  the  maple,  but  this  is  rare.  Near  the  streams 
tho  hemlock  ii  found  ;  and  interspersed  through 
the  wbole  is  tho  cherry,  butter-nut,  the  different 
^lecJes  of  oak,  and  the  birch."  * 

In  exploring  this,  then  unknown,  wildcr- 
^i;  Dr.  Dunlop  encountered  many  difhculties 
and  was  more  than  once  in  danger  of  slarra- 
tioD — though  un  Indian  Mohawk  Chief  shared 
his  risks  and  pcrils.t  As  he  told  a  story 
admirably  well,  I  was  delighted  to  hear  him  dis- 
cuss his  peregrinations  over  a  glass  of  brandy- 
ponch,    of  which  he  was  very  fond.    Wliatevcr 

Mu)  T^sut'i''J<Mmal  of  Dr.  Duiilo[>.'*  f  ibid. 
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light  have  been  his  feelings  at  the  time,  he  only 
Fmade  a  joko  of  liis  trials  at  the  period  iu  which 
he  related  them  to  me. 

I  should  have  experienced  some  regret  in 
quitting  Guelph,  if  the  society  had  been  more  t« 
my  taste.  The  only  persons  of  education  in  that 
town  were,  in  fact,  tlio  Company's  officers,  many 
of  whom  I  might  reasonably  expect  to  meet  again 
at  Goderich.  Of  course,  1  found  some  exceptions, 
but  the  average  was  not  in  favour  of  Guclph. 
Besides,  the  water  was  an  attraction  to  me,  as  my 
Suffolk  lionio  was  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
German  Ocean.  Brought  up  so  near  a  sea-port, 
my  natural  inclinations  made  me  dislike  an  inland 
situation ;  and  if  I  were  notgoing  to  have  a  sea-side 
residence,  at  least  the  shores  of  the  mighty  Huron 
Lake  came  the  nearest  to  it  in  my  estimation. 

I  left  Guelph  early  in  June  with  Mr.  Prior,  the 
Company's  agent  at  Goderich.  Our  road  after 
leaving  Springer's  in  Blenheim  lay  through  tl>e 
township  of  Wilmot  to  the  southern  boundary  of 
the  Huron  tract,  and  from  thence  nearly  in  a  J 
L'Jttraight  line  to  tlie  town  of  Goderich  at  the  mouth 
*ofthe  river  Maitlaud,  on  Lake  Huron,  on  our 
route  for  a  distance  of  nearly  seventy  miles,  being 
bounded  on  the  east  by  the  townships  of  Nurth 
Easthopc,  Elticc,  Logan,  M'Killop,  Hullett.  and 


CURIOUS  Sl'PPER. 


S51 


l&e  CASt  part  of  Goderich  to  tlie  vest,  hy  South 
£isiliopc,  Downic,  Futlartoo,  Hibbert,  Tucker 
Smitli,  and  the  west  part  of  Godericb. 

This  roiul  was  a  more  sloigh-track  through  the 
mods,  newly  cut  out,  and  rarely  exceeding  twelve 
fcet  in  width.  At  thia  time  wc  saw  only  three 
Itg-cabins  during  tlie  whole  way,  these  heiag 
iboQt  twenty  miles  apart  from  each  other.  These 
iHreo  were  kept  by  Dutch  or  German  emigraots, 
*bo  supplied  travellers  with  whiskey  and  provi- 
UDS — whcQ  they  had  any — wliich  was  not  always 
Ike  case.  Indeed.  I  can  testify,  to  my  sorrow,  to 
he  uncertainty  of  finding  a  decent  table  provided 
or  guests  by  these  foreigners ;  for  I  once  had  to 
top  at  old  Sebach's,  the  centre  house,  for  the 
light,  and  being  tirud  by  a  long  day's  march 
hroogh  the  snow,  I  had  calculated  on  making  a 
apital  supper.  Not  that  I  expected  anything 
■etter  than  tea,  fried  pork  and  bread  and  butter. 

0  wliich,  hungry  as  I  was,  I  should  no  doubt  have 
one  ample  justice.  Judge,  then,  of  my  astouish- 
KDt  and  disappointment,  when  mine  hostess 
licod  before  me  a  piece  of  dirty<looking  Indian 
leal-bread,  and  a  large  cako  of  bccf-tallow,  and, 
i  wash  down  this  elegant  repast,  a  dish  of  crust 
offee  without  cither  milk  or  sugar,  assuring  m« 

1  the  same  time  in  her  broken  English,  "Tliat 
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she  haJ  nothing  better  in  the  house  till  the  ret' 
of  her  husband,  who  had  gone  fiftj  miles  to  thfr' 
mill  and  store  for  a  supply  of  flour,  groceries,  and 
other  fixings." 

Not  being  a  Russian,  I  rejected  tho  tallow  with 
disgust,  and  made  hut  a  sorrj  meal  of  the  other 
delicacies. 

On  our  route,  we  crossed  several  pretty  streams^ 
the  principal  of  which  are  the  Avon,  then  called 
the  Little  Thames,  the  Dig  Thames,  and  the  Biadt 
Water.  The  Bayfield  does  not  cross  the  road* 
though  it  makes  a  bend  cliiec  to  it,  and  witbitt 
sight.  I  believe  I  am  correct  in  saying,  that  we  ^ 
did  not  crusG  a  single  cedar-swamp  from  the  tim6  m 
we  entered  the  Huron  tract  *  til!  we   reached 

*  "  This  ioIcrcMliig  poriion  of  tho  Comptoy's  pOMewions  no-H 
lain*  ft  million  of  soros  in  one  Mock,  within   the   rniopMi  of  ~ 
which  ft  bail  £i>mi  cotilil  ■rarccljr  be  f»un<).     I'hc  soil  i«  «  heti 
black  luato,  on  ciny  iir  limiMiliiiic ;  and  u  ii  ii  tmtirclj-  timhcrrd 
with  ih*  bptt  kinii  ot  hard  wood,  no  laod  in  the  Province  in  m  ^ 
well  ailnpled  Tor  (he  mnnufacluie  of  potuli^  an  object  of  con* ■ 
•idcnibli"  iinporlnnpc  U)  tlie  iiidiislriou*  sctllcr.     Ii  t«  boiindeil,  ^ 
tot  an  rxicnt  of  «ixlir  niM(!)i,hy  Lake  Hnmn;  iiac^pamtcditiricii 
and  Goilfrirh,  in  principal  town,  where  the  dtcttict  eoiirtF  arc 
held,  ii  siiiiftlcd  at  the  confluence  of  the  rivet  Sluilland  with  IjUie 
niiiiin,  vrlicrc  it  fornm  an  adminthlc  hathour.     the  populaiinn  of 
the  town  ia  acvirn  huniln.'d,  and  there  ai«  serera!  good  Kiureg  and 
ahopK  in  it ;  (nechaulcH  currying  on  «oinr  n«crol  trodra.  Theiv  art 
sIku  an  epi^cnfial  chntcii  ami  othrt  hmitoi  af  TrligtMtt.  Honhip, 
and  a  good  lehool,  irhete  the  higher  branchei  of  the  chusice  arc 
taught,  aa  well  an  the  more  otdinarv  rouliue  of  education."—' 
Siatiatica  published  b;  thu  Canada  Company. 
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irich,  a  aistanoe  of  sLxty-soven  miles.  I  con- 
ider  this  l>lock  the  Tiiiest  tract  of  land  I  over 
teirelled  over  in  Canada  Wost. 

The  land  is  well  timbered  with  the  host  do- 
•eriplion  of  hard  wood,  amongH  which  is  to  be 
BBd  in  considerable  abundance,  the  block 
Rny.  Tliis  tree  grows  often  to  a  large  size, 
and  is  used  extensively  for  furniture,  particularly 
tm  dining-tablea :  if  well  made  and  polished,  it 
u  little  inferior  to  mahogany,  either  in  appear- 
iBoe  or  durability. 

I  remember,  on  this  very  journey,  that  Mr. 
Prior  and  myself  were  much  struck  by  the 
Ue  and  magnificent  appearance  of  one  of  these 
ebeny-treea,  which  grew  close  to  the  road  side, 
ool  fliT  from  the  Big  Thames.  Two  years  after- 
vuds,  passing  the  same  tree,  1  got  out  of  my 
■leigb  and  measure>l  the  circumference  as  high  as 
I  could  reach,  whicli  I  found  to  be  ten  feet  seven 
aAea,  and,  I  should  think,  it  was  not  less  than 
fifty  feet  in  height  from  the  ground  to  ttic  first 
branch :  it  is  a  great  pity  to  see  sucli  noble  trees 
IS  these  either  burned  or  split  up  into  fencing- 
ails. 
4  think  the  largest  tree  of  the  hard  wood  spe- 

I  ever  saw  in  this  country,  was  near  Bliss's 
Tavern, in  the  townsliip  of  Beverly.and  itwas  called 
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the  BeTer]}--oak.*     I  was  induced  to  viat 
giant  i>f  the  woods  from  tlie  nuoj  accoants  I 
Iicard  of  its  vast  dimeiuions,  and  was, 
astonished  at  its  size  and  symtnetrj.    I  mi 
it  as  accurately  as  I  could  about  hx  firct 
the  ground,  and   found  the  diameter  to  be 
nearly  eleven  feet  as  possible,  the  trunk 
like  a  majestic  column  towering  upwards  for  a 
or  seventy  feet  before  branching  off  its  miglUj 
head.    Mr.  Gait,  who  was  induced  to  visit  tlii 
tree  from  my  description  has,  in  bis  "  Autobi* 
graphy,"  mentioned  the  height  of  the  trunk  fren 
the  ground  to  the  branches,  as  eighty  feet ;  but  I 
think  he  has  overrated  it.     I  was  accompanied 
to  the  tree  by  tlie  landlord,  who  remarked,  *'  UhH 
be  calcuktod  that  he  should  cut  that  'ere  tm 

ft  ■  "  On  chi'  roail  to  Gurlpli,  B  eliorl  diMauc«  rram  OtlL,  iWfV  ti 

■  kn  undcnicil  jioiiioii  or  the  pKmcTBl  foint,  on  tb(r  dgt  of  ih 
B  loimiihiji  uf  Bcvcriy,  nhcrc,  in  thtxe  iitjfi,  •  (tnall  tnTcni,  cMt* 
H  vcniciit  tu  rui  ilic  lioreoi  ol'  travellers,  u-u  tiliustcil.  One  din 
H  when  1  atopiwil  at  iliis  house,  whili-  toy  hone  wu  tnkiofc  liinecn] 
B  I  itrajcd  into  tilt'  wuuJh,  nut  tuaiiy  huiidivd  jruds,  anil  <udo  wl 
H  tt«c,  the  luOFl  gliipcnilous  1  hnd  ever  teen.  i 
H  "  Ai  tlie  6nt  gtniice,  the  trunk  reitiiiideil  mo  of  ilie  LotiilM 
H  MoDunient,  an  cRcct  of  llic  nmiuc  which  the  ^ctiliiew  or  lif 
H  dimctwion*  jiroduccd,     I  ineuur«d  iu  girth,  however,  at  ihl 

■  he 

I         '^ 

L 


height  of  a  nmn  frotn  the  ground,  and  it  wu  lliirtjr-ttirer  fe^ 
kbovc  whieh  the  trunk  ruse  withuut  ft  Inuich  to  th«  h«%kt  af  tf 
IttuI  eighly  feet,  vrunued  with  vnai  hmiichet. 

"Tliis  wnji  an  oak,  jirutialily  ihc  |(T«atctit  knuwn,  knd  it  hftei 
III  lioail  Ctr  nboio  tlie  re«t  of  the  futctt.    The  trees  uounil,  nj^ 
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i6om«  daj,  for  be  guessed  it  vould  tniike 
rails  to  fence  tlie  side  of  a  ten  acre  field." 
plied,  "  Surely,  you  would  uot  be  such  a 
to  cut  dowu  such  a  splendid  oak  merely 
Bce-wood,  when  you  have  plcuty  of  rail- 
rbich  will  answer  tliat  purpose  equally 
[and,  besides,  it  may  be  the  means  of  draw- 
itomcrs  to  your  tavern." 
I  do  not  know  what  you  mean  by  a  Goth ; 
I  do  know,  if  I  could  get  a  cross-cut  saw 
lOUgh  to  cut  that  tree,  1  would  not  let  it 
ere  long ;  for  you  see  it  is  mighty  straight 
[grain,  and  would  split  like  a  ribbon." 

was  this  gigantic  specimen  of  the  pri- 

!  forest  preserved  for  a  time,  because  there 

at  a  saw  long  enough  to  cut  it  through  in 

I  dare  say  there  are  many  old  oaks  in 

H  tt  liiflnior  giowtli,  wer«  l*rg«,  iiuum;^-  "><'  vigorous,  but 
Mcd  nottr  of  tlir  patiikrclml  «iitiqiiity  witli  wliioli  lliot  mng- 
Bt  '  monarcli  uf  ilio  wwiiU  *  wh  invcaivil.  I  lliiiik.  llicrc- 
diol  1  wu  noi  wnin^  in  imftp'ning  tl  ihr  acfun  of  ■  fomt 
had  psned  kwny,  tliv  ftncc«<ral  prcJrci^Koi  of  th«  pmcnt 

K. 

lad  I  btcn  Mnrinevd  il  mi*  porfvclly  «ouii>J,  I  wuulJ  huH- 
immmatiht  outiing  it  doirn  ami  Hcmliug  home  pluiki  of  H 
btinr  Cwtlh  Til*  ral«  that  Hwnitnl  it  would  liavu  JuetllStd 
wofciiiillciEi,  Tlic  doubt  of  tl*  noundneM,  liuwrvrr,  and  the 
ally  of  finding  tool*  Inrgc  enough  to  Jo  it  jiiHicr,  procTM- 
td  the  pcriud  of  iu  doom.  I  Kcomin(3idcd  llii;  landlord  of 
km*  to  diiccl  liii  gunti,  fram  lime  lo  tiuK,  to  inspect  tliit 
ilh  if  otk*."— Oak's  "  Autuliography." 
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Eo^imd  that  exceed  this  io  diameter ;  hut  I  do 
not  believe  one  is  to  bo  found  whose  length  of 
trunk  can  he  at  all  compared  to  it. 

On  the  flats  about  a  milo  from  the  moutii 
of  the  Maitland,  are  some  very  krge  button-wooj 
twses.  There  is  one,  in  particular,  growing  near 
a  fine  spring  of  water,  the  circumference  cd 
which  ap[)cared  very  vast,  though  I  did  not  me*- 
sure  it;  but  the  tree  was  a  complete  shell,  and 
had  a  sort  of  natural  arched  doorway,  just  hi^ 
enough  to  admit  a  fuU-sizcd  man.  I  was  once 
in«de  t)iis  tree  with  Dr.  Dunlop  and  elereo 
other  pernons,  at  the  same  time.  The  trunk  of 
this  tree  forked  at  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  from 
the  ground.  There  are  several  others  of  this 
species  near  to  the  one  I  have  described,  of 
very  hirgc  growth,  which  apparently  are  souod, 
but  not  equalling  it  io  size. 

I  left  a  noble  oak-tree  standing  in  the  middk 
of  one  of  my  fields  in  the  township  of  Doiui\ 
which  I  hoped  I  should  have  been  able  to  pre- 
serve, as  it  was  such  a  remarkably  fine  tree.  Il, 
however,  was  doomed  to  destruction ;  for  in  the 
summer  of  1838,  it  was  twice  struck  with  light- 
ning in  the  space  of  a  week.  The  first  time, 
the  bark  only  was  furrowed  by  the  electric  fluid, 
but  at  the  second  struke  it  was  split  ^m  tlie 
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to  the  bottom,  and  thrown  down  by  the 
'  of  the  stiock.  I  measured  this  tree  cor- 
aiid  found  the  diameter,  twenty-four  feet 
I  the  ground,  to  be  live  feet  three  inches.  The 
th  of  ttio  trunk  was  forty-eight  feet  up  to 
6rst  branch,  and  it  vas  perfectly  sound  to 
Jiin  three  or  four  foot  of  tho  soil 
Generally  speaking,  the  white  or  American 
ae,  from  its  vast  length  of  trunk,  contains  a 
number  of  cubic  foot  than  any  other  tree 
the  Canadian  forest.  I  have  seen  several  of 
pines  sold  for  mastfl,  the  trunks  of  which 
upwards  of  one  hundred  feet  in  length,  and 
fuU  three  feet  in  diameter,  a  third  of  the  way 
up  from  the  butt-«nd.  There  is  very  little  piuo- 
timbcr  on  the  Huron  tract,  which,  though  a  dis- 
advantage in  regard  to  building,  is  all  the  better  ■ 
ia  ra-jpect  to  the  hiud,  hard  wood  being  the  best 
indication  of  a  good  soil. 

I  did  not— as  I  have  said— regret  my  tran-Hfor  to 
Goderich,  though  that  flourishing  town  was  then  in 
i\s  infancy,  the  most  unpleasant  aspect  in  whicli 
any  Canadian  settlement  can  be  viewed.  Still,  I 
am  pleased  that  I  have  hod  the  opportunity  of 
tncing  some  of  these  important  places  from  their 
ilaWD  to  their  present  prosperous  condition. 
I  found  the  general  aspect  of  the  country  level. 
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There  is  scarcely  a  rise  of  land  sufl 
justify  the  appellation  of  hill  from  WUn 
Goderich  ;  but  as  yuu    approach  the  \s!ud 
laud  becumcs  more  roUing,  and  better  va 
by  fioe  spring  streams. 

I  was  quite  delighted  with  the  situat 
Godtirich,  though  the  town-plot  was  only  jii 
surveyed.  Three  frame-houses  were  in  prort 
of  building.  A  log-house,  beautifully  situated  i 
a  bold  hill,  overlooking  the  harbour,  called  i 
Dr.  Dunlop,  the  Castle*  and  a  dozen  or  so 
log-cabins,  comprised  the  whole  town  of  Godeni 
most  of  the  latter  being  inhabited  by  French  ( 
nadians  and  half-breeds.  The  upper  tott 
situated  on  a  line  cliff  fronting  the  liliV 
harbour,  and  upwards  of  one  hundred  feet  Bb< 
the  level  of  the  water.  ^ 

•  «  Id  the  nflcrnoon  of  the  following  i»J,  wt  mw  »hi  •( 
our  icIeMope,  «  nnoU  cltating  in  the  futcrt,  anil  on  the  brow  i 
riving  groun.!  n  coitinjt  delii^lnfully  »ituMc4.  The  »pp«anM 
■ueh  4  sight  in  Hicli  n  plafc  wii»  mwipcclcd,  tuid  we  btd  • 
deUlf,  if  ii  coiild  br  llic  l<«ntiun  of  Dr.  Diinlop,  who  litij  gvl 
Uwlnnd-Mploriiisi'adynhciidj-fclluilcJ  to.  Notw«e«tl*h' 
Ju  doubl ;  for  on  •jiprguchinji  Uit  pine*  wc  nacl  o  unoc,  hK*iil{ 
board  •  ilnxogc  eombinMion  of  Indian*,  reUeicen*  and  whi»V 
knd  di«i:ovcrPil  wiihin  tht  tool*  of  the  red  hair,  ili»  Itring  fctt 
of  the  Uiwlur.  About  an  hour  ofter,  having  oKMMd  tlw  ri' 
hot  of  «Tg!ii  f<.«rt,  wp  iHinie  to  »  bouutifiil  anchorage  of  ftnir 
feet  waler,  in  an  nneuinmonly  pl^unol  unall  bono.  Tbo  | 
liad  been  ncle««<l  by  the  Uo«lor,  and  i«  now  the  file  of  the  1 
ruhing  town  of  Ooderieh."— Oalt'a  "  Auiubiogmphj." 
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^^Ulie  lower  town  comprises  a  few  acres  of  allu- 

^p**  flit,  only  a  few  feet  elevated  above  the  river, 

jl*iii  f'ii;cc  of  land  was  destitute  of  trees  or  stumps, 

^BU  hid  evidently  been  cleared  man}'  years  ago 

H^  Ibo  Indians,  who  had  cultivated  it  with  Indian 

Wtm.     I  ploughed  up  this  flat  of  land  for  the 

Benefit  of  the  Company,  and  sowed  it  with  oats 

Hi  the  spring  of  ^29  ;  and,  tlicrcfurc,  I  can  justly 

Hum  the  honour— for  the  sake  of  which  I  did  it — 

n  putting  the  first  plough  into  the  ground  of 

■be  Uoron  tract.   I  also  put  in  fouraci-es  of  wheat 

■B  the  top  of  the  hill  near  the  castle,  in  the  fall 

■f    the   same  year,    the   yield   of    which     was 

Ppwards  of  forty  busliels  to  the  acre — a  good 

Keld  for  any  country,  especially  when  it  is  con- 

pdercd  that  at  least  one-twelfth  of  the  ground 

may   bo  fairly   deducted  for  stumps  of   trees, 

stonts;,  and  other  obstructions,  usually  found  in 

all  new  clearings.      1  boliere,  however,  I  may  say 

witliout  exaggeration,  that  the  Company's  tract 

may  safely  challenge  any  other  block  of  land  of 

the  same  dimcn^uns  either  in  Canada  Kasl  or 

West,  for  fertility  of  soil,  average  yield  per  acre, 

or  healthiness  of  the  climate.* 

*  'TUe  Canula  Compmjr**  Ruruii  traot  i«  known  to  be  oav  of 
iW  IU«M  bcftllhy  ■nil  fartile  Nltlcmviils  in  Canada.  Tlio  lioct  lu 
Aa  jtv  IMi  cunlnlncd  TlOl  boii]ii.  In  June  ImI  yrnr  (1H49}, 
the  Huron  Uialiict  ntliubvrvd  20,4&0(u<ils,  occurilriig  to  the  officit] 
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I  bought  a  small  log-Iiousc  and  town-lot,  otj 
mtlicr  the  good-will  of  them,  from  a  Frcoeli 
Canadian,  putting  myself  in  his  place  with  tie 
Company,  with  whom  I  completed  the  purchise. 
The  situation  was  very  pretty,  commanding  a  fine 
Tiew  of  the  Lake.  I  immediately  prepared  to 
build  a  suitable  house,  to  receive  my  wife  and 
family,  whom  I  Kad  been  under  tlic  necessity  of 
leaving  iKhind  me  in  Guetph,  till  I  could  make 
suitable  preparations  to  receive  them  here. 

At  this  time,  there  was  only  one  saw-mill*  in 
the  whole  Company's  tract,  and  that  was  tea 
miles  up  the  river,  situatod  near  the  mouth  of  > 
large  creek,  which  llowcd  into  the  Xlaitland. 
This  mill  was  built  close  to  one  of  the  finesc  pine* 
groves  in  the  block. 

reports,  txoliulTC  of  llio  lowoeliipB  of  IlcNianqurt  and  Wjlliami. 
Th«  Canaila  Comptny'i  tttct  now  coniajnx  »  population  of  9^<KI> 
•niiU,  (liowini;  *ii  incmuc  of  18,DlXl,  and  (hot  the  papulation  Iim 
nearly  qundrupliil  iUrll'  in  seven  yrnn — a  progroo  of  Bi-ltlcment 
of  a  trnci  of  country  «CBrcul^  oxcoedod  in  any  pan  of  Nonb 
Aiorrioit." — ''  iDrorraaiion  to  Eiuigranu,"  by  Frcii«rick  WiddWr 
E^.  M 

*  "  Id  no  situation  can  ncttkra  be  didanl  from  «  mill,  u  UicnV 
•re  at  convvuient  ptoL-mi  diitributod  tliiDu^huut  llie  trevt  twrlre 
grin-milU  and  twenty  naw-niill^,  and  iho  fociliiini  for  cummuiu- 
caiioti  He  very  great ;  for  icventeen  of  the  loH"n>hi]>ji  are  tioiuulH 
on  llie  one  aide  by  tlie  great  rundu  (ravening  lli«  tract  in  twn  di- 
rcoliuii*  for  one  hundred  luilra  in  citcnt.  and  six  of  iheni  ti« 
botuided  by  the  I.ake  an  die  ocbor  side." — Sutistios  liubliihcd 
A«  Cuisda  Company. 
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I  bired  a  naon,  wtvo  had  beco  a  mftsmaD  on  the 
J)ebwarc,  to  go  with  mc  b;  land  up  to  the  mill, 
for  a  few  thoiuaiid  f^et  of  boards,  that  I  required 
for  my  new  house.  It  was  only  seven  milca  to 
the  tuiU  by  a  new  cut>out  sleigh- track,  through 
the  iowiuiliip  of  Godcricb  as  far  as  the  Falhs, 
which  we  crossed  by  wading  the  river  just  abovp 
them,  which  at  that  time  we  were  able  to  do, 
though  not  without  gome  caution  ;  for,  although 
the  spring-floods  were  considerably  abated,  the 
water  ran  with  great  rapidity,  and  in  some  places 
was  up  to  our  middles ;  but  with  the  help  of  a 
■troDg  setting-pole,  we  got  over  with  safety. 

Wc  made  our  little  raft  in  three  cribs,  of  a 
Uiouiond  feet  of  boards  in  each  crib,  which  we 
connected  together  by  short  pieces  of  scantling, 
which  arc  bored  near  each  end  with  a  two-inch 
auger  and  strung  on  the  comer-pickets  of  each 
crib,  thus  uniting  them  in  one  length.  At  each 
end  of  the  raft,  a  long  oar  is  securely  fixed,  in 
temporary  rowlocks  for  that  purpose. 

The  whole  course  of  the  river,  from  the  mill 
to  the  harbour  at  Godericb,  isastrong  rapid  :  two 
perpendicular  falls  occur  in  its  course  to  the  hUce. 
The  Upper,  or  Big  Fall,  is  about  six  feet,  and  the 
Little  Kali  three.  Wc  made  a  capital  run  down, 
though  in  plunging  over  the  first  Fall  we  were  u^ 


I  do  Qot  know  aDj 
all  goes  well,  than  \x 
rapids  at  the  rate  of 
The  channel  of  the 
banks  picturesqae.  ( 
an  hour,  thoa^  the 
miles. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 


*T  Mxw  ii«m  AT  ooDBkjcu.^iiipBiniir  AN  itttxTiit  tn.— 
unucAit  inuMiT.— ^outKAHLR  TiBiTftM,— MT  w:ri'*  atp- 
unw. — Btvn  roK   arqlsm. — na  xisia-uiLii-cuu  'um. 

— ins    THMrUT.— OCR  *>lFPKn   ANI>  inn   LEVaX-TUIK-ll.  — f  ROH 
OMnMSIS.^AHP     IJ«     TW«     WOUM.— KKTVKIt    OH     rOOT.— I.DOI- 

taovt  TcunKATion  to  oc*  rfioii& 

Mt  new  house  at  Goderich  was  conseructed 

with  cherry-logs  neatij  counter-hewed  botli  inside 

and  out,  the  interstices  between  the  logs  being 

iiicel;  pointed  with  mortar.      I  bad  do  upstair^ 

roonui,  excepting  for  stowage.     The  ground-stonr 

1  divided  into  a  parlour,  kitchen,  and  three  bcd- 

Tooms.     After  office-hours  I  used  to  work  a  good 

deal  at  the  carpenter's  bcnch^for  I  was  always 

,  food  of  it  when  a  boy.     I  had  made  some  useful 

■■KrvatioDS,  as  well  as  tomiciiting  our  workmen 

'on  repairs  at  home,  with  the  usual  amount  of 

mischief,  and  I  now  reaped  the  beuofit  of  my  jV 

Teoilo  cxpericDce.    I  was  able  to  make  the  doora; 

I  and  do  nearly  all  the  insidework  of  my  bouw 

myself.    Indeed,  it  ia  really  essential  for  the  veUr 
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doing  of  the  cmigraDt,  that  he,  or  some  members 
of  bis  family,  should  have  some  knowledge  of  car- 
pentry— in  bet,  be  a  jack-of-all-tradcs  ;  and,  is 
that  excellent  profession,  educated  persons,  bcaltby 
in  miud  and  body,  excel  the  most. 

There  is  a  very  true  saying,  that  necessity  is 
the  mother  of  invention,  and  in  no  country  is  it 
better  exemplified  than  in  Canada.  The  emigrant 
has  there,  especially  when  distant  from  a  town  or 
eettlement,  to  make  a  hundred  shifts,  substituting 
wood  for  iron,  in  the  conEtruction  of  various 
articles,  such  as  hinges  for  barn-door  gates,  stable 
and  barn-shovels,  and  a  variety  of  other  conlriv- 
§f^8  wiieruby  both  money  and  time  are  Eaved. 

i  have  often  heard  young  men  say,  thi;y  "  could 
not"  do  this  or  do  that.  "  Did  you  ever  try  1 ' 
is  a  fair  question  to  such  people.  I  believe  tJut 
many  persons,  with  average  capadtiee,  can  effiect 
much  more  than  they  give  themselves  credit  for. 
J  had  no  more  been  bred  a  carpenter  than  a  civil 
engineer,  in  which  last  capacity  I  was  holding 
office  satisfactorily.  My  education  had  consisted 
of  Latin,  Greek,  and  French,  and  the  mathematict. 
Aly  time  had  been  spent  in  my  own  country; 
riding,  shooting,  boating,  filled  up  with  a  little 
amateur  gariluuiug. 

Want  of  energy  is  pot  the  lault  of  the  Amer 
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s  ;  they  will  dash  at  everything,  and  gencraUj 
succeed.  I  had  known  thorn  contract  to  do 
difficult  jobs  that  required  the  ^kill  of  the  cn- 
ipnecr  or  regular  architect,  and  accomplish 
them  cleverij-  too,  although  thcj  had  nerer  tit- 
temptcd  anything  of  the  kind  before ;  and  they 
generally  completed  their  ta^sk  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  parties  furnishing  the  contract.  "  I  cannot  do 
it"  is  u  phrase  not  to  be  found  in  the  Yankee 
Tocabular}',  I  guvss. 

It  is  astonishing  how  a  few  years'  rosidcnco  in 
Canada  or  the  United  States  brightens  the  intel- 
lects of  the  labouring  doasos.  The  reason  is  quite 
obvious.  The  agricultural  population  of  England 
lie  bom  and  die  in  their  own  parishes,  seldom 
or  never  looking  out  into  a  world  of  whicli  they 
know  nothing.  Thus,  they  becoino  too  local  in 
their  ideas,  are  awake  to  nought  bat  the  one 

Rsincss  they  have  been  brought  up  to  follow ;  they 
re  indeed  no  motive  to  improve  their  general 
knowledge. 

But  pUoe  the  honest  and  industrious  peasant 
in.  Oonada,  and,  no  matter  how  ignorant  he  may 
be,  when  be  scea  that  by  his  porsevorance  and 
industry  he  will  in  a  short  time  better  his  ^tua- 
tion  iu  life  and  meet  likely  become  the  pofssessor 
of  a  freehold,  this  motive  for  exertion  will  call 
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forth  tlic  best  energies  of  his  mind,  which  had 
hitherto,  for  want  of  a  proper  stimulus,  hun  dor- 
mant. Having  to  act  and  Uiink  for  himself,  and 
being  belter  acquainted  with  the  world,  ho  soon 
becomes  a  theoretical  as  well  as  a  practical  man, 
and  consequently  a  cleverer  and  more  enlightened 
person,  than  he  was  hefore  in  his  hopeless  servi< 
tude  in  the  mother- country. 

When  I  left  Guelph,  I  had  arranged  with  my 
wife  that  as  soon  as  I  could  get  the  new  house 
ready,  I  would  send  for  her.  I  did  not  think 
that  this  could  possibly  be  done  before  sleighing- 
time,  as  the  newly-cut  road  was  almost  impassable 
for  waggons.  Judge,  then,  of  my  surprise  when, 
on  returning  home  from  the  storc-houst;  one  day,  1 
noticed  the  door  of  my  log-cabin  open,  and  saw  a 
lovely  curly-beaded  child  sitting  in  the  doorway. 
I  could  hardly  believe  my  eyes — it  was  my  own 
little  Maria.  My  dear  little  boy  had  rcmum 
at  Douro  with  my  wife's  sister  Eliza,  of  whom 
was  so  fond  that  my  wife  did  not  like  to  scparai 
such  friends  from  each  other.  On  my  entrance  I 
found  my  wife  surrounded  by  a  pile  of  loggBg^ 
Uoghing  heartily  at  my  astonishment.  ^^H 

She  told  mc,  she  felt  so  lonely  that  she  dm^^ 
rained  to  brave  all  the  dangers  of  the  road  in 
order  to  join  me.    Accordingly,  she  hired  asettl 
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who  was  the  owner  of  a  waggou  atitl  a  yoke  of 
ozeu,  wbich  slie  loaded  with  the  most  useful 
articles  we  required — bedding  and  bed-clothes, 
4c-, — reserving  room  in  the  w^^-on  for  herself, 
the  child,  and  nursemaid. 

Dnring  the  whole  of  the  firet  day's  journey  and 
part  of  the  next,  all  went  on  smoothly  enough, 
their  route  lying  through  settlements;  but  as 
soon  as  they  entered  the  newly-cut  road  their 
difficulties  commenced,  and  before  they  had  tra- 
Tprsed  five  miles,  the  waggon  was  twice  u[)set. 
Thu  so  alarmed  my  poor  wife,  on  account  of  the 
bobj,  that  she  durst  not  ride  another  step  of  the 
way,  although  tho  travellers  had  still  upwards  of 
sixty  miles  to  go.  Moreuvcr,  she  was  obliged  to 
carry  the  child  the  entire  distance  ;  for  the  toam< 
eter  bad  enough  to  do  to  look  after  and  guide  his 
cattle,  and  the  servant  girl  was  too  young  and  too 
tired  to  render  much  assistance. 

Fifteen  miles  a  day  was  the  outside  distance 
tbey  could  persuade  tho  oxen  to  travelt  conae- 
qoently,  they  were  compelled  to  camp  out  two 
nights  out  of  the  six  in  which  they  were  on  the 
road.  Xjuckily,  the  weather  was  dry  and  warm. 
At  night  tlie  musquitoes  were  dreadfully  annoying. 
ta  my  poor  little  .Maiia's  neck  and  arms  too 
plainly  showed^^^^^^^^^^^ 


S68 


MT  wife's  DISAaTERS. 


DariDg  the  afternoon  of  the  second  dty,  nl 
witliiD  six  Qiilcs  of  Trifogle's  tavorn.  tlieir  inteoil 
resting-place  for  the  night,  they  were  ovc 
br  a  man  vrtio  was  going  in  the  same  dir 
who  very  politely — as  my  wife  thought 
to  carry  her  baby  part  of  the  way.    She  yns,  i 
course,  very  glad  to  avail  herself  of  his  kind  ofl 
nor  did  she  perceive,  till  after  he  had  got 
fiion  of  the  bairn,  that  he  was  intoxicated, 
immediately  demanded  back  her  little  trcosai 
but  no  inducement  could  pur<uadc  him  to  rdu 
quish  it,  and  bo  sot  off  with  the  intant  as : 
as  he  could.    In  vain  the  poor  mother 
him  to  stop — in  vain  she  sobbed  and  cried.    Ot 
he  went,  followed  by  my  Mary,  who  found  jrieat 
difficulty  in  keeping  up  with  biro,  which  she 
did  at  first,  tilt,  at  length,  exhausted  by  the 
unusual    &tiguc,    maternal    anxiety,    and    the 
roughness  of  the  road,  she  lost  sight  of  him 
when  about  a  mile  from  the  tavern.     He  bad 
walked  off  with  bis  little  burden. 

She  was  now  dreadfully  alarmed,   for  ni^fl 
was  fast    coming  on,  and  she  did  not  know 
whether  she  was  on  the  right  track  or  not-     ^ofl 
tuuatcly,  a  light  through  the  trees  extricated  hw 
from  this  dilemma :  her  only  uneasiness  was  now 
for  her  cliitd.    She  was  soon,  however,  relieve 
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from  this  uDcertaint; ;  for,  on  entering  the 
Imusc,  tbere  sat  the  man  with  ttio  baby  on  bu 
knee.  The  child  appeared  to  be  on  very  friendly 
tenn<t  with  him.  and  had,  no  doul)t,  enjoyed  lier- 
mi[  amszingly  while  her  bearer  was  ruoning 
»waj  with  ber. 

He  at  onoo  restored  the  child  to  her  mother's 
Urns,  ob9er\iug,  '■  tliat  he  hoped  she  would  give 
him  the  price  of  a  quart  of  whiskey  for  his 
tnublc,  for  the  child  wa^  main  heavy,  God  bless 

My  wife,  of  course,  did  not  dispute  the  pay- 
ment    She  was  only  too  gUid   to  recover  her 
little  pet,  whom  she  took  good  care  not  again 
to  trust  to  masculine  keeping,  however  tired  she 
night  be.     So  Iklaria  rctuaincd  safely  in  her 
HiQitlier's  arms,  for  the  remainder  of  the  journey. 
^   At  length,  when  down-hearted  and  weary,  the 
Urigbt  waters  of  the  llurou  gladdened  their  eyes, 
Hi  the   morning  of  the   sixth  day,   and   a  few 
minutes  afterwards  they  took  possession  of  my 
log-cabin,  and  gave  me  the  happy  surprise  already 
recorded. 

"  I  wonder  you  were  not  afraid  of  encountering 
such  tiardships,  and  even  danger,  in  travelling  so 
many  miles  through  the  wild  woods  and  on  foot, 
and   with   that  heavy  child   to  carry  io  your 
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anna,"  was  mj  remark  to  my  enterprising  wifi 
She  replied,  "  that  there  had  certainlj* 
more  difficulties  than  she  bad  anticiiiatcd  ;  bu 
had  they  been  double,  it  would  not  have  pre- 
vented her  from  joining  me-"  So  much  fw 
woman's  love  and  devotion. 

During  the  summer  months,  we  were  plen 
fully  supplied  with  fish.  On  some  days  the  hoT' 
hour  appeared  to  swnrm  with  them.  When  ihe 
sun  shone  brightly,  you  could  sec  hundreds  lying 
near  the  eut&cc.  There  was  no  diificulty  b 
catching  them,  for  the  moment  you  threw  in 
your  bait,  you  had  a  fish  on  your  hook. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  season,  I  used  to  makfti 
an  imitation  mouse  of  a  piece  of  musk-rat  fun 
Thiii  is  a  killing  bait  for  trolling  either  for  hi 
bass  or  moskilonge— as  the  season  advances,  a  red' 
sod  white  rag,  or  a  small  green-frog.  But  tlw 
best  bait  for  the  larger  fish,  such  a.s  salinon-troal 
and  maskilonge,  is  a  piece  of  brass,  or  copper, 
about  the  shape  and  size  of  the  bowl  of  a  table- 
spoon, with  a  large  hook  soldered  upon  the  narron 
end.  If  properly  made,  and  drawn  &st  througk 
the  water,  it  will  spin  round  and  glitter,  and 
thus  is  sure  to  attract  the  fish.  I  have  caugbl 
hundreds  by  this  method,  and  can  therefore  re- 
commend it  as  the  most  certain.     Your  trollinj. 


fw   I 

•I 


n-J 


<e-MILE  CBE&K    FROLIC. 

which  is  attacliud  to  your  left  arm,  should 

be  less  than  eighty  or  a  hundred  feet  in 

gth,  and  suflicientty  luuded  to  sink  the  bait 

or  four  feel  beneath  the  surface,  this  line 

bUowing   the  canoe  as  you   paddle  it  swiftly 

3Ugh  the  water. 

The  scenery  up  the  Mwtland,  from  the  har- 
Dur's  luuuth  to  the  flats,  or  natural  meadows,  two 
from  the  lake,  is  very  pretty  and  interest- 
I  think  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  fur  a 
icr  residence  a  more  charming  situation  than 
the  town  of  Gudcrich,  and  I  might  say  with  equal 
confidence,  a  more  healthy  one.  The  water  is 
excellent,  and  the  town- plot  abounds  with  copious 
springs. 

About  a  mile  from  the  town,  there  is  one  of 
the  largest  and  purest  springs  of  the  coldest  and 
best  wat«r  I  ever  drank.  It  gushes  out  of  the 
side  of  a  hill,  and  rushes  down  the  declivity  with 
great  swiftness  over  its  pebbly  bed,  till  it  is  joined 
m  its  course,  a  few  yards  below  the  htll,  by 
oootlier  spiing  of  nearly  equal  size,  within  half  a 
mile  of  its  source,  turning  a  grist-mill  on  its  way 
to  swell  the  waters  of  the  .Maitland. 

Nine  miles  up  the  lake-shoro,  cast  of  Goderich. 
a  tine  little  stream  empties  its  bright  waters  into 
the  mighty  Huron.     A  party  of  us  had  ollcn  ex- 
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pressed  a  wisH  to  explore  the  outlet  of  Um  stnnfl 
and  at  length  a  da;  was  fixed  for  the  expeditk^l 
As  we  intruded  merely  to  pass  oao  night  afed^l 
river,  and  returu  the  next  day,  we  only  supfHI 
ourselves  with  as  much  proviuons  and  grog  ifl 
would  last  for  that  time— a  great  mistake,  as  H 
afterwards  proved.  However,  I  will  not  aoM 
cipato.  I 

A  large  piece-log  canoe  was  furnished  bj  Hm 
W.  F.  Gooding,  our  Goderich  Ntore- keeper,  ithfl 
was  oue  of  the  party,  which  consisted  of  niafl 
persons,  including  myself.    All  things  being  !■ 
readiness,  Mr.  Fullarton  was  dubbed  Captain  for 
the  occasion.    At  au  early  hour  ouc  fine  simnj 
morning  in  June,  we  stood  out  of  the  harbour 
with  a  light  breeze,  having  rigged  up  two  lilanketl 
as  sprit-sails.    They  answered  very  well,  as  long 
as  we  had  any  wind,  which,  however,  unfortu- 
oately  soon  died  entirely  away. 

■•  Come,  boys,"  said  the  Captain,  "  this  wont 
do.  We  must  raise  a  white-ash-breeze  (meajuog 
that  we  must  liave  recourse  to  our  paddles)  or  we 
shall  not  see  the  Niuc-Milo  Crc>ok  this  day.  I  can 
toll  you."  The  impetus  given  to  our  canoo  by  the 
vigorous  application  of  eight  paddles,  independent 
of  our  steersman,  made  the  De  Witt  Clinton  (the 
oaiuo  of  our  canoe)  fly  through  the  water,  w. 
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HOW  as  calm  as  a  mirror.  After  the  wind 
ka,  the  beat  wa8  intcusc  ;  and,  towards  iiooii, 
hge  double-headed  thunder-clouds  showed  tlietii- 
idves,  slowly  emerging  out  of  the  still  waters  of 
the  Huron,  far  away  to  the  north-west — a  certain 
todication  of  a  thunder-storm  and  change  of 
wind. 

About  noon,  wo  entered  tlie  creek  by  a  very 
unow  channel,  not  ten  feet  in  width.  Indeed, 
tbe  lake  h&s  choked  up  the  entrance  of  the  little 
harbour  with  sand  and  gravel,  which,  the  water, 
descending  the  creek  in  sumRier-time,  is  not 
sufficient  to  dltpcrsc.  I  think,  however,  by  clearing 
'nts  and  piliug  the  channel,  and  erecting  two  piers 
a  short  distance  from  each  other,  carried  out  upon 
the  lake,  and  curving  towards  each  other,  until 
only  sufficient  space  is  left  between  them  for  the 
CBtranoe  of  steam-boat^  and  schooners,  it  might 
yet  be  made  navigable.  The  harbour  at  Cobourg 
liBS  been  built  something  on  this  plan,  whicli 
inswds  tolerably  well ;  but  if  it  had  tiad  a  creek 
only  the  size  of  this  I  am  describing,  it  would 
have  been  much  better,  as  the  current  is  a  great 
hdp  in  clearing  out  the  sand  and  gravel. 

On  crossing  the  bar,  we  found  ourselves  in  a 
snug  little  basin,  sufficiently  deep  for  a  vessel 
drawing  six  or  seven  feet  water     We  landed  »ti 
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a  little  peniusula.  between  the  lake  and  the  har- 
bour, and  cominenced  operations  for  cooking. 

After  diuuvr,  we  paddled  through  the  harbour, 
and  «p  the  river,  »8  far  as  we  could  go,  which 
was  only  a  very  short  distance,  the  navigation 
being  Interrupted  bj  a  pretty  fall  of  water,  which 
tumbled  from  ledge  to  ledge,  like  a  succession  of 
stone  stairs,  stretching  from  bank  to  bank  across 
the  stream,  and  forming,  as  the  Americans  would 
say,  an  clegaut  mill-privilege. 

Since  I  left  Qoderich,  a  township,  called  Ash- 
Oeld,  has  been  laid  out  north  of  the  Company's 
township  of  Colbornc ;  the  principal  place  of 
which  is  the  village  of  Port  Albert — the  very 
spot  we  weut  to  ejtplore. 

What  a  difference  a  few  years  make  in  a  new 
country  liko  Canada  1  With  the  aid  of  a  compass, 
or  by  following  the  course'  of  some  unknown, 
stream,  witli  much  toil  and  difficulty  we  make 
our  way  back  for  miles,  through  dense  forests, 
swamps,  and  creeks ;  scale  the  rocky  precipice,  off 
launch  the  light  bark-cajioe  on  some  far  distant 
lake.  We  travel  the  same  route  twenty-five 
years  afterwards,  and  the  forests  have  bowed  timr 
lofty  heads — the  swamps  are  drained — the  rivers 
bridged,  and  the  steam<.>r  ploughs  the  inland 
where  shortly  before  glided   tJic  canoe   of 
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Such  is  no  over-coloured  picture.  I 
seen  it  in  mj  day  realized  many  a  time. 
Huron  tract,  and  the  county  of  IVtcrborougb, 
are  the  proofs  of  my  assertion  ;  and  various  other 
aetiloments  I  could  name,  would  equiUlj  bear 
me  out. 

But  to  return  to  our  expedition-— or  as  I  might 
writh  greater  truth  say — our  pic-nte,  for  we  did 
little  else  than  paddle  up  and  down  the  creelc, 
nmble  about  the  falls,  and  eat  and  drink  wlicn> 
erer  we  felt  inclined.  In  tltis  maiinur  wc  spent 
(be  first  day ;  till  the  coming  night,  and  the  dis- 
tant growl  of  the  thunder,  -warned  us  to  prepare 
fur  our  uigtit-bivuuac. 

One  of  our  party,  Mr.  Brewster — the  professor, 
ai  we  generally  called  him — from  the  circum- 
stance of  tiis  being  a  near  relation  of  Sir  David 
Brewster,  the  talented  author  of  "Natural  Magic." 
had  a  small  tent-cloth  with  him,  but  not  suffi- 
dently  lai^  for  the  whole  party.  It  was,  there- 
fore, determined  that  four  of  us  should  sleep 
under  the  canoe,  and  the  remaining  five  under 
the  tent.  Quite  a  contention  now  arose  between 
U3,  as  to  wlio  should  be  the  favoured  poBsesuns 
of  the  tent 

Not  liking  the  appearance  of  tbe  weather.  I 
resigned   any  pretensions  I  might  have  had  to 
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the  canvas,  knowing  the  canoe  was,  from  its 
length  and  size,  capable  of  effectually  shelter- 
ing four  persons.  We,  accordingly,  turned  the 
canoe  bottom  upwards,  and  raised  one  side  of  it 
sufficiently  high  to  allow  us  to  creep  under.  To 
keep  it  in  that  position,  we  supported  the  raised 
edge  on  some  forked  sticks ;  and  a  quantity  of 
hemlock  brush  and  fern,  spread  ereoly  under  it, 
made  at  good  a  bed  as  I  would  care  tu  sleep  on 
in  hot  weather.  Our  companions  pitched  their 
tent  close  beside  us.  so  that  we  might  be  more 
sociable.  After  supper,  wo  amused  ourselves  by 
singing  songs,  telling  stories,  and — if  tlio  truth 
must  be  told — dnnking  whiskey-punch. 

The  lightning  was  now  incessant,  iUuminatiog 
the  harbour  and  lake,  and  revealing  dark  masses  of 
clouds,  ])iled  upon  one  another  in  cudlos.-;  succes- 
sion. Few  spectacles  arc  more  grand  than  the 
coming  stoim,  or  more  awful  when  tt  bursts  in  iU 
wildest  fury.  Such  was  its  appalling  diaravter  on 
this  night.  For  the  last  hour  I  bad  been  watchii^ 
its  progress,  and  admiring  the  brilliant  forked 
lightning,  and  listening  to  the  deep-toiied  thun- 
der, which  woke  the  lone  echoe*  of  the  wood- 
crowned  heights. 

A  /ew  large  drops  of  rain  warned  us  to  seek  the 
friendly  shelter  of  our  respective  camps.    1  h&A 
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just  settled  myself  snugly,  wIicq  out  skipper 
came  to  me  with  a  jug  of  lemoD-puncli  freah 
nuxed.  I  declined  taking  any  more.  He  waa 
too  old  a  stager,  however,  to  be  put  off  that  way, 
Bad  was  proceeding  to  show  me  the  necessity  of 
taking  a  night-cap,  when  he  was  saved  all  the  trou- 
ble of  any  &rther  solicitation,  and  me  of  refusal, 
by  a  blinding  flash  of  lightning,  followed  by  a  suc- 
oBBBion  of  dcafcniog  reports.  At  the  same  instant, 
tlie  wind  burst  upon  us  tike  a  whirlwind,  pros- 
tntiDg  in  its  Irresistible  fury  our  unfortunate 
skipper,  punch,  and  all.  As  for  the  tent,  it  was 
whisked  half  across  the  harbour,  in  one  blast, 
■ad  the  unfortunate  inmates  were  left  exposed 
to  all  the  pelting  of  the  pitiless  storm,  which  raged 
with  unmitigated  violence  till  the  dawn  of  day. 
We  made  room  under  the  canoe  for  the  professor 
our  skipper,  the  utmost  we  could  accum- 
Tbe  throe  remaining  unfortunate  fel- 
s  were  left  to  brave  the  tempest  as  they  best 
■igfat. 

The  next  morning,  the  lake  was  white  with 
breakers.  The  storm  of  the  preceding  night  had 
brought  a  strong  north-wester  in  its  train,  so  that 
ve  found  it  impossible  to  launch  our  canoe — 
Ud,  indeed,  if  wo  had,  it  would  have  been  un> 
)tCe  10  hare  attempted  the  passage  therein  ;  there 
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irs  are  better  than  nothing.  Our  first  slarva- 
linoer  consisted  of  a  dish  of  boiled  fish,  a  little 
I,  and  a  cup  of  hemlock-tea ;  our  supper,  boiled 
without    bread,   and  hetnlock-tea  without 

To  amuse  ourselves,  we  built  a  uice  camp  on 

wooded  point  overlooking  the  harbour,  and 
arruiged  everything  comfortably  to  ptxss  the  night ; 
and,  although  we  had  such  bad  commons,  we 
were  merry  enougli,  considering  wo  hod  nothing 
stronger  to  drink  than  hemlock-tea. 

In  the  morning,  as  appearances  were  no  better 
in  respect  to  the  weather,  and  as  we  wcro  hear- 
tiljr  sick  of  boiled  suckers,  we  determined  to  do — 
w  some  of  our  party  had  donu  previously — take 
the  bush-route  for  Godcricb. 

Accordingly,  we  crossed  the  harbour  in  the 
canoe,  which  wc  hid  amongst  the  hughes,  and  com- 
menced our  journey  along  the  lake-sliorc.  In 
some  places  we  found  tulerably  good  walking, 
vhile  in  others  wc  were  compelled  to  mount 
Uic  cliffs  to  avoid  ttio  break  of  the  surges,  where 
headlands  jutted   out   into   the  lake.     For  the 

St  part,  however,  we  were  enabled  to  travel 
n  natural  terraces  about  half  way  up  the 
bonk,  which  I  should  think  averages  nearly  one 
hundred  feet  in  heiglit. 
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To  our  great  delight,  wc  discovered  an  at 
dance  of  fine  wild  strawberries,  the  krgest  ; 
most  deliciou:4  1  had  ever  sooa.     \Vu  found  this 
a  very  seasouable  refreshment.    The  day  was  fine^l 
and  we  enjoyed  the  prospect,  which,  viewed  froni] 
some  of  the  highest  points  of  laitd,   was   trulf 
magnificent. 

About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we  reached" 
Uoderich,  weary  and    hallVstarved.     Thiui  ended 
our  memorable  pic-nic  to  the  Nine-Mile  Crock. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

mm  or  *  mcatiox.— n»  eowi-vj't  uhm.— crowm  unh. 
— T^n-B  ntBLiBiiBe  at  rui  cakadi  oompaht. — ?iineBBMivit 
tartVTBMBirr  OP  TAB  acBOH  r&ACT. 

ArrsR  twenty-seven  years'  residence  in  Ca- 
"  Bida  West,  it  miy  be  reasonably  inferred  that 
I  ua  justly  entitled,  from  my  long  experience, 
to  give  a  fiiir  opiQiOQ  as  to  the  best  cbanocs 
oC  location  at  present  available  to  the  emi- 
grant 

On  mature  consideration,  I  must  give  the  prc- 
(ETencc  to  the  Huron  tract,  as  affording  a  greater 
Polity  for  settlement,  and  ibis  for  three  reasons. 
Rrst,  OE  account  of  the  excellent  roads  constructed 
I7  the  Company — an  inestimable  boon,  which 
none  but  the  early  pioneer  ca»  fully  appreciate. 
Swondly,  because  of  the  excellent  quality  of  the 
»i],  which  is  remarkably  free  from  surfece-stono, 
Ihat  every  old  setUcr  knows  is  both  trouble- 
•«»  and  uxpcnsivc  to  clear  away.  And,  tliirdly 
Ute  tow  price  of  these  lands,  and  the  facility  of 
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the  lease,  an  anaogemeDt,  of  course,  saving  all 
future  pavment  of  rcut. 

Manv  persons  unacquainted  with  the  country, 
migbl  object  to  pay  fruiu  IwcIto  shillings  and  six- 
pence Up  twentj  sliillings  for  the  Company's  lands, 
when  thej  see  that  the  Government  price  on  the 
wild  lands  belonging  to  the  Crown,  in  most  town- 
ships, is  onlv  eight  killings  per  acre. 

However,  tlicy  must  recollect,  that  all  the 
choice  lands  belonging  to  the  Crown  have  long 
Bfcce  been  located  ;  and  uulcss  the  emigrant  is 
prepared  to  go  back  into  the  remote  townships, 
he  cannot  oxj)ect  to  get  land  as  good  as  that  be- 
loDging  to  the  Canada  Company. 

Indeed,  the  only  Crown-lauds  which  could  at 
■11  compete  with  the  Company's  lands  are  the 
lownshijis  lately  surveyed  north  of  the  Huron 
tack  to  the  Biver  Saugecn,  and  the  new  scttle- 
uenla  of  Owen's  Sound  and  the  (juccn's-Bush. 

In  a  report,  drawn  up  and  publisltcd  by  Daniel 
Iji&rs,  clerk  of  the  peace  for  the  united  coun- 
ties of  Huron,  Perth,  and  Bruce,  May,  1851,  he 

"  In  this  favoured  portion  of  the  province  ot 
Upper  Canada,  blest  with  a  salubrious  climate 
and  a  fertile  soil,  watered  with  cr)'stal  springs 
and  brooks  in  every  direction,  reposing  uj^u  -a. 
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table-land  whose  aatural  drainage  fiovs  anintfl 
ruptcdl^r  onwards  to  the  streams  and  great  lira 
which  intersect  it  in  every  quarter  towards  th 
nuble  Huron,  or  Lake  St.  Glair,  the  cnoipet  i 
the  people  have  been  steadily  devoted  to  piM 
tical  progress  and  improvement ;  having  in  du 
short  period  above  alluded  to,  brought  upnrd 
of  eighty  thousand  acres  of  the  nildorness  int 
cultivation,  erected  tivo  thousand  dwcUiug-houM 
fifty-six  schools,  fourteen  churches,  twelve  grist 
mills,  with  nineteen  run  of  stores,  five  oat  ui 
barley-mills,  five  distilleries,  two  breweries,  ci^h 
tauucries,  and  twenty-four  pot  and  pearl-ash  ftc 
tones." 

*'  Among  other  matters  which  crowned  thei 
industry  in  1850,  I  may  state  the  following  pit 
ductioDS : —  S 


WhMl 

.    802,940  buhelt. 

Borlcy 

13,01s      ., 

Rye 

a;i8i     „ 

Oiii« 

ii\*i6    .. 

Pom 

64,«0T      " 

Indiui  Com 

.         MM       , 

PotahM* 

.  sitwtta    „ 

Buck-whcsi 

era    „    , 

Monj^l-iranicrl 

ltt7     ,     ^ 

Turnipn 

H3,T«5      „ 

Hay 

lS,i433to«M. 

Flkx  or  Hemp 

7,3M)  {Kiuiiit*. 

Maple  Sunf 

.    Ul,72t      « 
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Wool 

C4,347  pounds 

FuIM  Cloih 

I0,3U3  ynrdf, 

Linini,  oi  Cotton  Cloth 

i.io:     „ 

Fknnd,  o(  oibtr  unruUcd  Cloth 

*IA»J     „ 

Ch««««  fur  Markfi    . 

7,701  pouuil*. 

Bullri  r»r  Mmkct    . 

0e,HT3       „ 

Beef,  ur  Pork  Tcir  Market 

I^JH  burrols. 

'  Ad(1  tliey  further  rejoice  in  the  possession  of 
)  following  stock  :• — 


Ncai  Cottle  . 

. 

m 

.    2d,S«< 

HofMD 

. 

, 

.      S,4Vt(i 

Slwcp 

• 

. 

.   sa,a£!i 

Hos. 

. 

• 

.     ]4^S 

"The  abore  gratifjing  examples  speak  loudlj 
fcr  the  industry  of  the  settlers ;  and  where  hired 
Ummit  can,  with  difficulty,  be  obtained  at  a  high 
nmaneration,  notwithstanding  the  yearly  in- 
ttBiaed  Tfttio  of  now  comers,  and,  moreover,  where 
lU  are  diligently  employed  in  the  onward  march 
bt  happiness  and  independence,  we  may  truly  be 
thftnkful  to  a  supcrintondiDg  Providence,  that 
prosperity  is  in  the  ascendant," 

Mr.  Lizars  states  in  another  part  of  his  Report, 
that  the  population  of  the  Huron  district 


I*  1S41,  WM 

III  1847,  rix  yM»  kftcrvrtnU 

li  1648,  one  ;«u  ilo. 

In  1690,  im  yttn  do. 


6,000 

16,641  iticrooae  11,043 

«),4W        „  3fiO- 

96,933        „  6.4ti3 


According  to  this  ratio  of  increase,  wo  may 


t 


886         IMPROVEMENT   OF  IIOROK   TRACT. 

safely  infer  the  population  at  the  pre=:ent  time 
(1 852),  to  exceed  thirty-two  thousand  souls ;  an 
increase  almost  incredible  ;  as,  upon  reference  to 
Smith's  Work  on  Canada,  it  will  be  found  thai 
the  Huron  district  has  made  more  rapid  progrea 
since  its  first  settlement  in  1827,  than  Lower 
Canada  did  in  one  hundred  and  four  years ;  its 
population  then  being  (in  1721),  24,511. 

Many  contradictory  statements  have  been  made 
and  published  in  respect  to  what  is  the  real 
actual  grain  average  of  Canada  West.  My  own 
opinion  is,  that  even  could  a  truthful  average  be 
obtained,  it  would  throw  very  little  light  on  the 
real  capability  of  the  land — and  for  this  reason. 
One-half  of  the  emigrants  who  settle  upon  land 
in  Canada,  and  adopt  cultivation  as  their  employ- 
ment, are  weavers,  tinkers,  tailors,  sailors,  and 
twenty  other  trades  and  professions.  It  must  be 
the  work  of  years  to  convert  such  settlers  into 
good  practical  fanners.  In  such  cases,  how  can  a 
fiiir  yield  be  extracted  from  land  ignorantly  culti- 
vated ?  But  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  wher- 
ever good  farming  is  in  practice,  as  good  ao 
average  yield  will  be  obtained,  as  in  any  country 
in  the  world.  M 

"  The  following  average  of  ten  years  for  the  n 
Huron  tract,  has  been  published : — Wheat,  25 
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Aids  ;  bariey,  30  bushels  ;  oats,  40  bushels; 
I,  SO  buslieU  ;  potatoes,  250  bushels  per  acre, 
redisb  tuniips,  nmogcl-wurzcl,  and  other  roots 
a  similar  kind,  are  not  yet  sufiicieotly  cul- 
»ted,  to  enable  an  average  yield  to  be  given; 
It  it  may  very  safety  be  said,  that,  with  eiinilar 
n,  culture,  and  attenlioa.  the  produce  will  not 
tless  per  acre  than  in  Engknd.  Indeed,  it  may 
t  said  with  truth  to  apply  to  every  grain  except 
eans,  vhich  do  cot  thrive  well  in  the  Canadian 
limte." 
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CHAPTER  XXL 

THB    BIKO     niOCLlIMBD    IH    TUB   BUSH. FBTB   AKP   BUA.  U  TO 

SVLMIMO. MV    YA»KBB    m.1«V-1IUVBI.I.BR. »vrvi   fT»»*- 

— VT  UMtLv  joohmbv.— MAotCAi.  kwtwt  or  «  luint. 

1  WAS  busy  in  the  sloreliouse  one  afteniooD, 
when  Mr.  Prior  entered  with  a  newspaper  in  his 
hand,  which  he  had  just  received  from  the  old 
country. 

"  I  sec  by  this  paper,  Strickland,  that  George  IV. 
is  dead  ;  and  that  his  Majesty  King  William  IV. 
has  been  proclaimed.  Kow,  I  think,  we  must 
give  the  workmen  a  holiday  on  this  memorable 
occasion." 

"  In  what  roanner  do  you  intend  to  odebraK 
the  day  ''i "  was  my  rejoinder. 

"  I  have  boon  thinking,"  he  replied,  "  of  makiiig 
a  litte  ftste,  and  inviting  all  the  settlers  within 
reach  to  assemble  on  the  Button-wood  Fl 
We  will  have  some  rcfreshmcuts  served  rournlj 
and  if  the  day  is  fine,  I  have  no  doubt  we  sh 
enjoy  ourselves  much." 
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Due  notice  having  been  given,  upon  the  ap- 
pointed daj  eveiy-one  within  ten  miles  assembled 
on  the  Flntfi,  dressed  in  thoir  best  atUrti ;  and 
imdj  to  show  their  lojalty  in  any  nay  &fr.  Prior 
■igbt  think  proper  to  rocommond. 

Ajs  soon  as  the  squire  mode  his  appearance,  he 

ncended  a  large  stump ;  and,  in  a  patriotic  and 

layal  speech,  informed  us  "that  be  had  called 

Uiie  meeting  to  hear  him  proclaim  his  most  gra- 

dous  Majesty  King  Wiiliam  IV." 

He  then  read  the  proclamation,  which  wus 
Kttved  with  nine  rounds  of  British  cheers.  Our 
puty  then  formed  a  Uirge  circle  by  joining  tiands ; 
Ubl  Bang  the  national  anthem,  accompanied  by 
Iba  Goderich  band,  which  was  composed  of  two 
fiddles  and  a  tambourine.  "  Rule  Britannia"  for 
our  sailor-king  was  also  played  and  sung — I  was 
jOLDg  to  say  in  good  style,  but  at  all  events  witb 
peat  loyalty  and  enthusiasm. 

As  soon  as  lliis  ceremony  was  over,  a  pail  of 
whiskey,  with  a  tea-cup  floating  on  the  sur&ce, 
^pu  banded  round,  followed  by  another  pail 
boobuning  sprtng-water.  Every  person  present 
drnnk  his  Majesty's  health ;  even  the  fair  sex,  on 
this  propitious  oocaaon,  did  not  disdain  to  moisten 
their  pretty  lips  with  the  beverage. 
The  eating  aod  drinking  port  t>f  the  festival 
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now  commenced  in  earnest,  We  bad  seated  oar- 
selves  on  the  grass,  under  the  shade  of  four  or 
five  immense  button-wood  trees,  which  effectualij 
sheltered  us  from  the  scorching  rays  of  the 
sun.  In  the  centre  of  the  group,  the  union- 
jack  of  Old-England  waved  gracofutlj  ahove  our 
heads — 

"  The  flag  tint  hiartA  a  thouwml  year* 
Tie  battle  and  rlie  briMiu;." 

As  soon  as  we  had  eaten  and  drunk  to  our 
satisfaction,  a  dance  was  proposed  and  acceded 
to  by  the  party.  The  band  struck  up  "The 
Wind  Shakes  the  Barley  :"  country  dances, 
Scotch  reels,  and  "  Freach  fours,"  were  kept  up 
with  great  spirit  on  the  level  turf — "  All  under 
the  greenwood  tree." 

"  For  oil  thnl  d«y  to  the  rpbroli  gay 
Th«}r  danced  witli  ftoliuomc  Dwsiiw." 

Those  of  our  party  who  did  not  patronize  the 
dance,  amused  themselves  with  ball-playing  aod^ 
a  variety  of  old  English  games. 

The  day  wa£  lovely  ;  and  the  spot  chosen  for^ 
our  sports  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  natunl 
meadows  I  ever  beheld.     Wo  kept  our  flke  in 
honour  of  King  William  on  a  smooth  green  semJ- 
circukr  meadow,   of  large  extent,  ornamented 
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WTft-and-Uicro  with  clumps  of  magnificent  but- 
lon-woud  trees.'"  Towards  tbe  north,  Bkirting 
tlio  meadow,  a  st«ep  bank  rises  in  the  form  of  an 
mmpliithcatn;,  thicklj-wooded — tree  above  tree, 
from  the  btsc  to  tlic  crown  of  llic  ridge.  The 
rapid  wntcrs  of  the  Maitland  form  the  southern 
and  western  boundary  of  this  charming  spot, — 
then  not  a  litUe  enhanced  bj  the  merry  groups 
which  dotted  the  surface  of  the  meadow,  and  woke 
its  lone  echoes  with  music  and  song. 

I  was  much  amused  br  a  Yankee  mill-wright, 
wbo  had  contracted  to  build  a  large  grist-mill  for 
Uie  Companj,  both  in  Guclph  and  Godcrich.  He 
t;>peared  enchanted  with  the  whole  day's  proceed- 
ings. 

"I  do  declare,"  he  said,  "if  this  don't  almost 
ppt  me  in  mind  of  tJie  4th  of  July.  Why,  you 
Britishers  make  as  much  fuss  proclaiming  your 
king  &s  we  do  celebrating  our  anniversary  of  Inde- 
pendence. Well,  it  does  me  good  to  look  at  you. 
I  vow  if  I  don't  fool  quite  loyal.  Come,  let  us 
drink  the  old  gentleman's  health  agin.  I  guess,  I 
feel  as  dry  as  a  sand-bank  after  so  much  hol- 
lering." 

The  setting  sun  warned  ua  to  discontinue  our 

■  Both  iW  wood  uiil  ihe  ^wlli  or  this  tm  greatly  t«*ciiibl« 
ih*  tyaumtn. 
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pastime  and  prepare  for  a  move.  Before  doing  so, 
however,  the  squire  again  cauie  forwurd,  and  after 
thauitiog  us  for  our  attendance,  lovatly,  &c,  he 
proposed  "  we  should  give  three  cheers  more  for 
tJie  King,  and  three  for  Queen  Adelaide,"  whidi 
were  given  with  all  the  power  of  our  lungs,  not  a 
little  aided  bjr  sundry  potations  imbiWd  by  the 
loyal  in  drinking  their  Majesties'  healths  during 
the  day's  proceeding. 

Three  dieers  were  then  given  for  the  Canada 
Company,  tJirce  for  the  Comroissioncrs,  and  three 
for  the  old  Doctor.  Thus  terminated  the  proda- 
uatiuu  of  our  sovereign  in  the  Bush. 

Mr.  Prior  had  kindly  issued  inntations  to  the 
iiite  to  a  Imll  and  supper  at  Keid's  Hotel,  which 
was  well  attended.  The  refreshments  wereexcd- 
tent,  the  supper  capital ;  and  the  dancing  vu 
kept  up  with  great  spirit  till  day-light  warned  ui 
tu  depart. 

The  next  day,  1  started  for  Guelph  with  the 
Yankee  mill-wright,  whom  I  fouud  a  dever. 
slirewd  man.  He  told  me  he  had  travelled  ovei 
a  great  part  of  the  Western  States  and  Canada ; 
but  in  all  his  wanderings  he  bad  never  seen  a  sec- 
tion of  country,  of  the  same  size,  that  pleased  hiiu 
e<)U8l  to  the  Huron  tract.  ' 

'■  I  guess,  when  this  couniiy  of  jour'u  is  oft 
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deared  up,  sod  good  roads  made,  and  the  crvdcs 
bridged,  there  won't  be  such  another  place  in  all 
creation." 

"  What  makes  you  think  so  T"  I  enquired. 

"  Wal,  just  look  what  a  fine  frontage  you  have 
on  that  'ere  big  pond  (he  meant  Lake  Huron)  and 
good  harbours  and  land  that  can't  be  beat  not  no 
how.  All  you  want  is  'to  go  a*head,'  and  you 
may  take  my  word  for  it  that  this  will  be  tbe 
garden  of  Canada  yet." 

We  had  only  one  horse  iKtween  us,  which  bc> 
loDged  to  the  Doctor,  so  that  we  were  obliged  lo 
dde  turn  abouL  In  this  manner  we  got  on  pretty 
wtU,  80  that  by  four  o'clock  wo  were  within  two 
miles  of  old  Sebach's.  The  day  had  been  exces- 
aiTvly  hot.  and  for  tJie  last  hour  we  had  lieani 
distant  thunder.  We,  therefore,  pushed  on  with 
redoubled  euei^-,  in  hopes  of  escaping  the  storm. 

Ever  since  I  bod  witnessed  the  devastating 
effects  of  the  whirlwind  which  passed  throufrh 
Guelph,  and  which  I  have  described  in  a  previous 
chapter,  I  had  a  dread  of  being  exposed  in  the 
woods  to  the  fury  of  such  a  tempest.  In  this 
instance,  however,  we  had  the  good  fortuui; 
to  reach  tJie  shanty  just  as  the  rain  commenced  ; 
and  well  for  us  it  proved  that  we  had  gained  a 
belter  for  ourselves  and  steed  ;  for  I  scVdutn 
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witnessed  a  more  tcrritic  storm.  The  ligbttuDg 
vm  awful,  accompanied  by  the  loudest  thuader 
I  over  heard.  The  volleys  uf  heavy  hail-stones  od 
tlio  shingled  roof,  together  with  the  rushing  sound 
of  the  wind,  and  the  crash  of  i&Uing  trees,  made 
it  iiupossibtc  for  us  to  hear  a  word  that  was 
said.  Indeed,  I  did  not  feel  much  inclined  for 
conversation ;  for  I  could  not  holp  meditating  on 
tlic  peril  we  had  escaped.  Had  the  storm  com- 
menced an  hour  or  two  earlier  or  later,  wc  should 
have  been  exposed  to  its  utmost  fury,  as  there 
VIM  no  place  of  refuge  nearer  than  twenty  miles 
either  way. 

To  show  the  terrible  danger  wc  had  avoided,  I 
counted  a  hundred  and  seventy-six  large  treea  tba* 
had  fallen  across  the  road  between  Sebadi's  and    ' 
Trifogle's — a  distance  not  exceeding  twenty  miles. 

What  a  contrast  this  road  now  presents  to 
what  it  was  when  I  used  to  be  in  the  habit  of  tia-^ 
veiling  over  it!  I  remember,  once  having  becn^ 
sent  on  some  important  business  to  Uio  settle-  J 
ment,  which  admitted  of  no  delay.  It  was  late  1 
in  November ;  the  snow  had  fallen  unusually  early,  i 
and  there  was  no  horse  then  to  bo  procured  at 
Goderich ;  so  that  I  was  obliged  to  walk  without 
even  a  companion  to  cheer  the  solitary  way.  I 
found  tlie  walking  exceedingly    laborious;   the 
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■SOW  was  fully  a  foot  deep  and  unbroken,  save  by 
tihe  foot-marks  of  some  lonely  trarcUer. 

I  was  very  curious  to  loam  who  Hie  person 
QOtild  be  who  had  been  necessitated  to  take  such 
%  long  journey  through  the  wilderness  alone.  The 
second  day  of  my  journey,  my  curiosity  was  gra- 
tified by  seeing  the  name  of  the  person  written  in 
Urge  characters  in  tlio  snow.  I  stop])cd  and  read 
it  vith  much  interest  :  it  was  that  of  a 
8ootchmau  I  knew, — one  James  Ilaliday.  After 
rMding  that  name,  it  appeared  as  if  half  the 
loneliness  of  the  road  was  gone ;  for  I  knew  from 
the  freshness  of  the  track,  that  a  human  being 
was  travcUiag  on  tho  same  path,  and  that  be  was, 
perhaps,  not  far  ahead. 

l(ot  many  minutes  after  this  occurrence,  whilst 
deBoeodiitg  a  slight  hill,  I  saw  nine  line  deer 
^feoss  the  road,  within  a  short  gun-shot  of  the 
spot  where  I  stood.  I  had  no  gun  with  me  ;  fur 
I  thougtit,  if  I  did  kill  a  deer,  I  should  be  obliged 
to  leave  it  in  the  woods.  Nothing  further  oc- 
curred till  within  a  short  distance  of  Trifoglo's, 
when  a  large  wolf  bounded  close  post  mc :  he 
seemed,  however,  the  moro  frightened  of  the  two, 
which  I  was  not  at  all  norry  to  perceive. 

When  1  arrived  at  tho  tavern,  I  told  Trifogle 
what  I  had  seen,     lie  said,  it  was  very  lucky  I 
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had  not  fellcn  ia  with  the  pack ;  for  only  the 
night  before  ho  had  gone  to  a  bcavcr-mcailow, ' 
about  two  rnilcs  distant,  to  look  (or  his  working 
oxen  which  Iiad  strayed,  when  he  was  surroimded 
hy  the  whulc  pack  of  wolves,  and  was  obliged  "  to 
tree,"  tosavehishacon-  He  was,  it  seems,  kept  foi 
more  than  three]  hours  in  tliat  uncomfortable  fix 
before  he  durst  venture  down — "  when  he  mode 
tracks,"  as  the  Yankees  say.  "  for  hum  pretty  con- 
siderably smart,  1  guess." 

My  solitary  journey  was  performed  in  the  &11 
trf  1830  :  at  the  present  time  (1853)  you  may 
travel  at  your  ease  in  a  stage-coach  and  four 
horses,  with  taverns  every  few  miles,  and  more 
village^  on  the  road  than  formerly  there  were 
houses.  Such  arc  the  changes  that  a  few  shoit^ 
years  have  produced  in  this  last-rising  country ! , 
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^■f*r  THs  ruBRMoxn-PioKOK   to  ths  mhaou.  —  c*ictot«)> 
^Kmutut.— BkUDi»u-rLAO«  or  tiu  rttanHoM-ntt&aHt. — 

The  passenger-pigeon*  visits  the  Canada  in 
the  eart^  spiing-moutks,  aud  duriug  August,  in 
fanmeosc  fiocks,  bringiDg  witb  them  au  agreeable 
change  in  the  diet  of  the  settler. 

Ferscms  unacquainted  with  tlie  countrj  and 
tbe  gregarious  habits  of  this  lovoly  bird,  are  apt 
lo  doubt  the  accounts  they  have  heard  or  read 
iwpecting  their  vast  numbers :  since  my  return 
io  England  I  have  repeatedly  been  questioned 
upon  Uic  subject.  In  answer  to  these  queries,  I 
GUI  only  say  that,  in  some  parts  of  the  province, 
early  in  the  spring  and  directly  after  wheat- 
kirvest,  their  numbers  are  incredible.  Some  days 
bey  commeDcc  flying  as  soon  as  it  i^  light  in 

*  Th«  puxngti-pi^ii  i«  not  m  luge  u  ilir  wild  pigco«i  or 
birope.    Il  i«  slender  In  form,  hkving  %  wry  lung  forked  tail, 
li  plumgc  il  a  b1iu«h-gi«;,  aixl  It  liu  •  lofoly  pink  knoit.    It 
^Uw^  ft  yttj  el«gwit  bird. 
^1 
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the  morning,  and  continue,  flock  after  flock,  till 
sun-ilown.  To  cakulato  the  sum-total  of  binU 
passing  even  on  one  day,  appears  to  be  iinpos- 
^ble.  I  think,  t!m  greatest  masses  fly  near  the 
shores  of  the  great  Canadiaa  lakes,  and  some- 
times so  low,  that  they  may  be  easily  killed  with 
a  borsQ-pistol,  or  even  knocked  down  with  a  long 
pole. 

During  the  first  spring  in  which  I  resided  at 
Godericli,  tlie  storu-kcepcr  was  out  of  shot,  and 
the  pigeons  hap[>ened  to  be  uncommonly  nume- 
rous. I  had  a  large  fowling-piece  with  a  wide 
bore  ;  so  I  tried  a  charge  of  fine  shingle  off  the 
beach  at  the  first  flock  that  came  within  close 
range,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  bagging  serea 
birds  at  the  first  shot — indeed,  it  was  almost  im- 
poflsible  to  miss  tJicin,  they  flow  in  such  thick 
clouds.  I  have  frequently  killed  on  the  stubble^ 
from  twenty  to  thirty  at  one  shot. 

Directly  after  the  wheat  is  carted,  the  pigeon* 
alight  on  the  stubble  in  >-a»t  flocks.  As  they 
arc  chiefly  the  young  broods,  they  are  very  easily 
approached :  the  sportsman  should  creep  up  he- 
hind  them ;  for  they  are  so  intent  on  feeding,  that 
they  will  seldom  notice  his  approach  till  he  i*| 
within  fair  range  of  them. 

The  hindmost  ranks  arc  continually  rising  fr 
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Starling.  Indeed.  1  believe  it  is  a  spedes  of  that 
bird  ;  for  it  frequents  marslies,  and  lodges  amongst 
the  reeds  at  niglit.  Tliia  bird  is  also  destructive 
in  the  com-Qelds. 

Tliero  is  jct  n  third  species  of  blackbird, 
larger  than  either  of  the  above,  whose  colour  is  of 
a  glossy  blue-black,  very  like  our  rooks.  These 
birds  ore  just  as  troublesome  &s  the  rest;  but  it 
must  be  admitted  that  they  destroy  an  imineuse 
tjuaniity  of  caterpillars  aud  grubs.  They  are  easily  j 
frightened  away  by  firing  a  few  shots.  There  isM 
however,  no  doubt  but  that  they  arc  a  greater 
plague  to  the  farmers  than  the  pigeons  :  besides, 
the  latter  are  excellent  eating. 

T  once  accompanied  the  Doctor  on  an  exploring 
expedition  through  the  tract.  Wo  encamped  I 
close  to  a  breeding-place  of  the.'*  birds,  when  we 
were  kept  awake  all  night  b}-  the  noise  they  inade. 
Sometimes,  too,  a  limb  of  a  tree  would  break  with 
the  weight  of  the  birds  which  had  alighted  on  it, 
when  there  would  be  such  a  fluttering  and  fiapping 
of  wings,  as  made  it  impossible  for  us  to  sleep. 

Towanhi  morning,  the  sound  of  their  departure 
to  their  feeding-grounds  resembled  thunder.  For 
nearly  two  hours  there  wa.s  one  incessant  roar,  w 
flock  after  flock  took  its  departure  eastward.  The 
ground  under  the  trees  was  whitened  witli  their 
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leot,  and  strewu  witli  broken  bmucbes  of 


The  Americans  have  a  plao  of  capturing  these 
I  bird;),  hy  means  of  a  decoy,  or  stool-pigeon,  and 
:h(&  Thousands  are  often  taken  in  this  way 
during  seed-time  iu  tlio  spriug.  When  I  &rst 
ttnded  in  the  township  of  Douro,  the  pigeons 
Qfed  to  be  very  plentiful  at  that  time,  their 
chief  breeding-place  being  iu  the  township  a{ 
fenoIoD,  in  a  direct  line  west  from  my  residence, 
«ome  forty  or  fifty  miles.  And  yet,  soon  after 
(toy-light,  they  would  be  passing  eastward  over 
my  clearing,  so  vast  is  their  swiftness  and  strength 
Ml  the  wing. 

It  U  a  curious  fact  that,  although  thousands 
passed  doily  for  many  days  in  succession,  yet  not 
one  of  them  returned  by  the  same  route  tliey 
went.  I  have  been  informed  tliat  this  brccdinjf- 
place  has  been  deserted  for  several  years,  owing 
to  the  settlements  having  approached  too  near  to 
please  the  winged  possc^ors. 

This  satisfactorily  accounts  fur  the  decrease  I 
bare  noticed  amongst  tlicse  feathered  denizens  of 
the  forest,  during  the  last  seven  or  eight  years. 
In  consequence  of  their  having  been  disturbed, 
they  have  sought  a  more  remote  breeding-place. 
I  am  not  at  all  certain  whether  this  decrease  is 
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general  through  the  proviDoo ;  bat  I  feel  <}niU 
convinced  that,  as  (nrilizatioa  incrctMs,  all  kisdi 
of  birds  and  wild  animals  will  become  less  dq- 
mcrous,  witli  the  exception  of  crows  and  moi, 
which  are  grcatljr  on  the  increase.  Rats  also  ban 
bocQ  imported,  and  appear  to  thrive  well  in  tbt 
towns ;  though,  I  am  happy  to  say,  they  have  not 
found  their  way  into  my  township  yet — and  long 
may  they  be  ignorant  of  my  location. 

There  is  also  another  animal,  which  I  think 
is  more  numerous  than  formerly — I  meao  the 
black  squirrel.  These  pretty  little  crcaturee  an 
very  destructive  amongst  the  Indian-corn  crofa. 
I  have  seen  them,  carrying  off  a  whole  oob  of 
com  at  ODCC,  which  I  will  be  bound  to  say  was 
quite  as  heavy  as  themselves.  ^M 

The  form  of  this  animal  is  veiy  elegant ;  tbff 
colour  jet  hlack — with  a  large  bushy  tail :  the 
fur,  however,  is  too  open  to  bo  of  any  value.  The 
flesh  is  excellent  eating,  far  superior  to  that  of 
the  rabbit.  In  a  good  nut-season,  in  the  western 
part  of  the  province,  the  quantity  of  these  ani- 
mals  is  almost  incredible.  m 

1  have  heard  old  huntei^  say  that,  if  the  squIiM 
rets  arc  numerous  in  the  summer,  tba  bean  wiH 
be  plenty  in  the  fall,  and  also  that  their  numben 
give  a  sure  indication  of  a  seroro  winter.     This 
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8a)in^  I  believe  to  be  true ;  because  neither  the 
squirrels  nor  bears  are  plentiful,  unless  there  is 
an  abundant  supply  of  beech-mast,  butter-nuts, 
hickorj^-nuts,  &c.,  which  Providence  has  kindly 
provided  in  more  superabundant  quantity  on  the 
approach  of  a  longer  and  severer  winter  than 
uHual. 

Besides  the  Ni^,  or  black  squirrel,  there  are 
throe  other  species  in  Canada  West ;  first,  the 
CirttfTOiM,  or  grey  squirrel,  which  is  larger  than 
the  black  squirrel.  Its  fur  is  something  better, 
but  the  animal  is  not  near  so  numerous.  Se- 
condly, the  Ruber,  or  red  squirrel,  smaller  than 
the  last,  but  equally  destructive. 

The  cbitmunck,  or  Siriatus,  or  ground  squirrel, 
is  much  smaller  and  more  mischievous  than  any 
of  the  former  species.  The  ridge  of  the  back 
is  marked  with  a  black  stripe ;  the  sides  arc  of 
a  reddish  yellow,  spotted  with  white  ;  the  feet 
and  legs  pale  red ;  the  'eyes  bUick  and  project- 
iDg.  These  pretty  little  creatures  never  run 
up  trees,  unless  they  arc  pursued.  They  burrow 
and  form  (heir  habitations  under  ground  with 
two  entrances.  During  the  maize-harvest,  they 
fill  their  mouths  so  full  of  corn  that  their  clieeka 
distend  to  the  sise  of  a  hen's  eg^.  The  chit- 
munck  sometimes  inhabits  hollow  trees  and  logs. 
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I  havu  frequontly  cut  down  trees  in  which  Uie^ 
bad  deposited  their  winter-store,  to  tUc  amoml 
of  half-a-bushel  of  beech-most.  ludisa  corn,  and 
giun  of  different  descriptions.  It  is  a  vei^ 
curious  circumstance  that,  before  storing  vnj 
fur  the  wiutcr,  thcj  carvfuUy  skin  every  booe^ 
aut 

1'onards  tlie  sprin;;,  wlien  the  dajs  begin  (o 
be  a  little  warm,  ibej  leave  their  winter-hote 
and  enter  tlie  barns — compelled,  most  probibly. 
by  the  failure  of  Ihoir  wintur-storc.  Great  num- 
bers are  then  destroyed  by  the  cats.  Their 
fur  is  of  little  value,  and  their  flesh  uneatable. 
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CHAPTER  XXm. 

ini  iKKKL,  von-Koitoao,  ma  riur  AamDut-ruuL  *sms>  ok 

_  The  celebrated  Anthony  J.  W.  G.  Von  Egmond, 
^Bmo  oomniandcd  the  rebels  at  Galtovrs  Hill  during 
)liGkcnzic's  robollioD,  was  the  first  agricultural 
Kttler  on  the  Huron  tract.  He  bad  formerly 
bwD  a  Colonel  in  the  old  Imperial  Army  ;  and 
tfter  Buonaparte's  abdication  and  retirement  to 
l!It»,  he  joined  the  Allies,  and  held  the  rank 
of  an  officer  in  one  of  the  Belgian  rcgiiucuts  at 
Waterloo. 

He  was  a  pushing,  clever  sort  of  man  ;  and 
Jud  he  but  been  contented,  and  stock  to  his 
last,  iustoad  of  troubling  his  head  about  politics, 
he  would,  in  all  probability,  have  become  one 
of  the  ricJiest  and  most  independent  farmers  in 
tbo  Huron  tract. 

Within  the  short  period  of  twenty  months. 
Von  Egmond  had  chopped  and  cleared,  fit  for  a 
crop,  nearly  a  hundred   acres  of  land,  fifty  of 
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which  were  sown  wheat  A^  this  vras  the  first  I 
field  ripe  in  the  tract,  the  old  man  determined 
to  celebrate  the  event  bj  asking  minie  of  the 
gcDtlemca  connected  with  the  Canada  Companj 
to  dinner,  and  to  witness  the  cutting  of  the 
iirst  sheaf. 

Thomas  Mercer  Jones,  Esq,  one  of  the  Com- 
pany's Commissioners,  Br.  Dunlop,  Mr.  Prior,  the 
Professor,  and  myself,  composed  the  party  on 
this  important  occasion.  As  the  distance  was 
little  short  of  eighteen  miles  tlirough  the  Bush, 
and  we  had  no  way  of  getting  there  —  except 
by  walking  —  it  was  arranged  that  we  should 
start  the  day  previous,  and  sleep  all  night  at 
Von  Egmond's. 

Accordingly,  we  left  Goderich  about  eleven 
o'clock,  A.M.,  by  the  newly  cut-out  road,  throng 
the  forest.  I  wonder  what  our  English  friends 
would  think  of  walking  in  their  shirt-sleevei, 
with  their  coats  and  neckcloths  thrown  ov 
their  arms,  eighteen  miles  to  a  d  inner- partjtj 
with  the  thermometer  ranging  something 
90'  in  the  sliade. 

The  day  was  hot,  though  not  unpleasanllj  j 
80 ;  for  the  leafy  screen  above  our  heads  efflfc- 
tually  protected  us  from  the  scorching  rays  of , 
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%  Jul/  sua,  wtiicb  nould  otliflrwisc  have  been 
"ytty  oppressive. 

The  musquitoes  were  particularly  civil — indeed 
Ihc  reign  of  these  gentlemen  was  nearly  over  for 
Ae  aeasoo.  They  begin  to  be  troublesome  in  the 
middle  of  .May.  From  the  1st  of  Juno  to  the 
middle  of  July,  they  are  in  the  very  tfeight  of 
liieir  impertinence  ;  and,  although  they  have  not 
nitficicnt  strength  in  their  proboscis  to  penetrate 
a  top-boot,  yet  they  easily  pierce  through  a 
summer  coat  and  shirt,  and  a  wee  bit  into  the 
akin  bcQcatli.  From  the  middle  of  July  to  the 
middle  of  August,  tliey  become  much  less  venom- 
ous ;  and  are  then  only  annoying  fur  an  hour  or 
90  in  the  evening,  in  the  woods  or  marshes.  By 
the  1st  of  September,  they  finally  disappear  for 
tbe  ficason. 

Our  long  road  was  considerably  sliortencd  by 
the  amusing  stories  and  anecdotes  of  tlie  Doctor, 
who  kc]>t  us  in  good  humour  during  the  whole 
journey.  Nearly  mid-way  between  Goderich  and 
Von  Egmond's,  a  small  rill  crusses  the  road  :  here 
we  stopped  for  an  hour,  and  refreshed  ourselves 
with  beef-sandwiches  and  brandy  and  water — no 
had  tilings  in  the  Bush. 

Close  by  the  side  of  this  little  stream  was  a 
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a  dense  forest,  suddenly  to  emerge  from  the 
wooded  soUtudu  upou  a  sua  of  n-aviiig  graiu,  white 
for  the  harvest. 

"  Tbe  MwTKi !  the  HntTut !  Iiow  bit  oa  euh  plkin 
li  v«t«(  in  its  goWcu  luxutiuiicp  ot  gmin  ( 
Tlic  «rahh  (if  a  ntktluu  ia  *prMil  on  ilio  giounij. 
Add  ili«  yr«i  aiili  tnJnrAil  ahiindKncr  is  cinvnnl. 
The  bwlcj  ix  wiiitcniDji  on  uplnnil  and  Im, 
Aod  ibc  Mtt-lockn  ntc  drooping,  uU  ^TMcful  to  »cc ; 
Like  At;  long  tpHow  huit  (if  a  beautiful  msid. 
When  il  flon  on  llie  bm^zM,  uulooapt]  from  llie  braid. 

"  Tbe  HArrwi  1  ilic  Ilartett !  huw  briglitly  ilic  auii 
Looks  down  oil  tlic  ptoepcct  1  its  (oUs  ato  bc)[un  ; 
Anil  tlic  whcat-thmici  tn  thick  <>n  the  vtdloj*  utc  piled. 
Ttial  ilic  hud  in  !!■  ;[lorioiui  profiurion  hw  Mnili^l. 
Tbe  tt*fa  bw  *bouied  the  funotn  umung  ; 
In  tbe  midst  of  hit  labour  lie  bri.-ak.i  iiilu  song ; 
And  tbe  Ughi-b«aTi«d  gloanert,  fui^eiM  uf  cur, 
l^Ufh  loud,  nnd  null  m  Qmj  gniher  thrir  nhftrc* 

About  noonday,  wo  all  proceeded  to  the  har- 
Tcsl-ficld,  headed  by  our  host  and  his  lady,  and 
W  fair  daughters.  As  soon  aa  we  arrived  at  the 
Kene  of  action,  a  sickle  ivas  placed  in  the  hands 
of  .Madame  Von  Egmond  ;  and  she  was  requested 
Ja  cut  and  hind  the  first  sheaf  of  wheat  ever 
in  the  Huron  tract — an  honour  of 
wjuch  any  person  might  be  justly  proud. 

"  Lord  !  thou  hast  blevtd  ibc  p«opl«. 
And  mode  the  plant  of  bread 

*  Agnet  Strickland. 
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To  »pring,  where'er  beneaih  ihine  •)» 

Fnir  Natufi''*  CTrp«  iqirewi. 
EurlliH  thirst  drank  in  ihy  freshening  nin, 

Eniih'«  Ikwiiii  wnorii  thv  inn, 
UrtiQiiriil  grew  llie  |;oi<leii  jmin. 

Like  prize  of  Ubout  won  !  " 


What  were  the  red  battle-fields  of  Kapoleoc, 
in  comparuion  to  this  bloodless  victory,  won  over 
the  forests  of  the  Huron !  The  sight  of  that  first 
sheaf,  cut  b;  the  gentle  hand  of  woman,  was  one 
that  angels  rejoiced  to  see  ;  wliilc  the  fruits  of  his 
conquests  wcro  such  as  might  well  make  "the 
seraphs  weep." 

Madame  Von  Egmoud  handled  her  sickle  some- 
thing better  than  a  mere  amateur,  whicli  make  us 
conjecture  it  was  not  the  first  sheaf  she  had  ever 
cut  and  bound.  As  soon  as  this  interesting  ccrc- 
niony  was  over,  we  gave  three  hearty  cheers  for 
the  Canada  Gompanj,  A  horn  of  whiskey  wu 
served  round,  in  which  we  pledged  our  host  aad 
hostess,  and  drank  success  to  the  settlement. 

On  our  return  to  the  house,  we  found  a  capital 
dinner  awaiting  us.  Indeed,  the  old  soldier  had 
spared  neither  pains  nor  expense  in  providing 
handsomely  on  the  occasion.  After  the  cloth  wfj 
removed,  a  nice  dessert  was  laid  out,  consist-] 
ing  of  almonds  and  raians,  oranges,  and  red  and 
black  raspberries.     The  two  latter  dishes  an 
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nlj  procvired,  for  they  grow  more  plentifully 
1  the  angles  of  the  snake-fcnccs  in  Canada  than 
lockbcrrics  do  in  England.  Thoy  arc  a  dulicious 
rait,  and  particularly  grateful  in  a  hot  day  to 
Ibe  weaiy  traveller. 

I  need  hardly  describe  our  evening's  cntcrtain- 
Bcntt  save  that  "  we  ate,  drank,  and  were  merry.'^ 
Indeed,  it  would  hare  been  difficult  to  be  othor- 
irtac  witb  Doctor  Dunlop  as  one  of  our  com- 
anions. 
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na  nuoHAL  i»iaHimot>. 

As  I  may  not  have  another  opportunity  of  men- 
tioning the  name  of  my  kind  tuid  eccentric  friend 
Dr.  Dunlop,  in  connexion  with  my  own,  I  shall 
hen  derote  a  few  pages  to  his  memory,  relating 
some  racy  anecdotes  which  exhibit  his  character 
in  a  now  and  interesting  light. 

For  the  following  characteristic  traits  I  am  in- 

fflebted  to  my  friend  Colonel  Fitzgibbon.    "  Doctor 

Donlop,  in  his  youth,  was  assistant-surgeon  in  the 

Sdtb  R(^imcDt,  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  during  the 

eunpugn  of  1814.    Ue  was  at  that  timo  ayoung 
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BRAVERY   AND   HUMANITT 


man  who  appeare<]  to  hare  outgrown  his  clothes; 
at  least  the  sleeves  of  his  coat  reached  but  a  short 
W&}'  below  his  elbows,  aiid  his  Lrowsers  did  not 
nearly  reach  his  ancles,  lie  was  careless  if  not 
slovenly  in  his  dresa,  and  he  seldom  applied  a 
razor  to  his  chin.  His  proportions  were  almost 
Herculean,  and  his  movements  and  gait  were 
awkward  and  ungainly. 

"  When  our  annyattacked  Fort  Erie  byassau 
we  were  beat«n  back  with  much  slaughter  ; 
numbers  of  our  men  falling  killed  or  wounded 
under  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  As  daylight  appeared, 
Dunlop,  whose  vocation,  be  it  remembered,  was  that 
of  man-curcr  not  of  man-killer,  ran  through  the 
firing  to  witness  the  scene,  when  seeing  that  some 
of  the  wounded  could  not  get  to  the  rear  beyond 
the  range  of  the  enemy's  fire,  he  gallantly  caught 
up  a  poor  fellow  and  carried  him  to  a  place  of 
safety,  immediately  returning  to  take  up  another, 
and  so  on  until  he  had  tlius  taken  bodily  posses- 
sion of  ten  or  twelve  of  his  patients. 

"  One  man,  wounded  in  the  knee,  he  heaved 
upon  his  back  and  bore  to  the  rear,  but  on  laying 
dowu  his  burden  the  Doctor  found  tliat  tbe 
soldier  had  received,  in  transitu,  a  mortal 
wound  in  the  back,  and  so  intercepted  the  shot, 
which  otliunvise  would  have  taken  cfl'cct  on  Dun- 
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y&.  DUKLOP. 

iop  himself.  It  should  be  stated  tJiat  he  brought 
"^th  him,  (Jung  over  his  shoulders,  six  of  the 
soldiers'  wooden  cantccDS  filled  with  wioc  in- 
'tendod  for  the  woundod,  with  which  ho  refreshed 
them,  and  attended  professionall;  to  their  hurtii 
tinder  a  noble  tree,  out  of  the  reach  of  the  shot 
lie  liad  so  bravely  encountered  for  their  benefit. 

"  Those  who  enjoyed  the  frioudshipof  this  warm- 
hearted man  had  frequent  opportunities  of  know- 
ing his  kind  and  feeling  disposition,  for  there  never 
was  a  finer  jewel,  though  roughly  sot,  than  poor 
Dunlop.  His  cheerful  and  undaunted  spirit  fonsod 
him  for  an  efficient  leader  of  British  emigration. 

"The  89th  was  chiefly  composed  of  Irishmen, 
^and  among  them  he  learned  the  management  of 
108C  refractory  subjects*  better  than  any  one  of 
their  own  officers.  His  influence  over  them  was 
very  great,  and  during  his  long  residence  in 
OaoRdo,  after  ho  left  the  army,  ho  exerted  his  in- 
Influence  over  the  Irish  emigmnts  and  settlers,  to 
iie  great  benefit  of  the  poor  people  them.selves 
id  to  the  advantage  of  the  public.  In  a  violent 
party-riot  in  the  city  of  Toronto,  about  tlie  year 
1830,  he  did  more  than  auy  other  justice  of  the 
peace  then  present,  in  quelling  the  disturbooca" 

*  f^looH  FiugibboD  being  kn  Iruliman  n'ema  perfectly  ftwue 
tlisl  poor  I'lild;  em  bn  gontmml  better  hj  lave  ihiui  fw. 
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4  PROPOSED  TAX   ON   WHISKBT. 

Ue  yras  a  humoroue,  witty  man,  and  never 
ngorded  time  or  place  when  any  opportunity  oc* 
curred  for  displaying  bis  facetious  proponsitje& 
Upon  one  particular  occasion,  I  remember,  be 
amused  Uie  House  of  Assembly  by  his  comical 
questions  and  witty  rejoinders.  I  think  it  was 
seven  or  eight  years  ago  when  Montreal  waa  tht, 
seat  of  government,  that  a  bill  was  brought  before 
the  House  to  tax  dogs  and  whiskey.  The  Doctor, 
who  spoke  on  this  occasion,  asked — 

"  If  any  member  present  could  inform  him 
how  many  quarts  of  whiskey  was  usually  mads 
from  a  bushel  of  wheat,  Indian  com,  or  rye  t " 

When  the  member  for  the  Second  Riding  of 
Northumberland  replied, — "  He  believed  sixteca 
quarts." 

"I  believe,"  rejoined  the  Doctor,  "the  yoong 
gentleman  is  right,  but  heaven  defend  me  baa 
your  sixteen  quart-whiskey  1  I  like  a  stiff  hom.* 
I  have  read  of  the  beast  with  two  horns,  and  of 
the  befuit  with  ten  horns,  but  I  am  a  beast  of 
many  horns," 

The  whole  House  were  convulsed  witli  laugbtcr 
at  this  sally  of  tlie  Doctor's,  the  concluding 
assertion  of  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  was  too 
true.    In  every  other  relation  of  life  the  Doctor'i 

*  In  aUiuion  lot  drinking-honi. 
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laractcr  migbt  bare  safely  borne  the  strictest 
rutiny. 

The  followisg  anecdote  has  been  related  of  the 
octor.  Itfi  authenticity  I  do  not  doubt,  for  it  it 
ighly  cbaiuctemtic  of  the  man. 

The  Doctor,  and  hia  brother  the  Captain,  botli 
Id  bachelors,  lived  together  on  their  estate  of 
ttlbraith,  near  Qoderich,  with  a  respectable 
eotcb-body,  aa  the  Doctor  called  her,  for  their 
ousekeeper.  Now,  whether  any  scandal  had 
een  raised,  or  whether  the  Doctor  thought  it 
roald  conduce  to  their  greater  comfort,  if  lie  or 
is  brother  wore  to  marry  tho  housekeeper,  or 
rhetber  he  meant  it  only  for  a  joke  to  tcaze  his 
rother,  does  not  appear.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the 
loctor  proposed,  in  consequence,  he  said,  uf  sonic 
spkusant  remarks,  and  their  lonely  situation,  for 
DC  of  them  to  marry  her. 

"  Now,  Sandy,  you  know  I  would  almost  as  soon 
ADg  myself  as  put  my  head  into  the  matrimonial 
loose,  yet  I  think  it  only  (air  to  stand  my  chance. 
lo,  what  I  propose  is,  that  each  of  us  shall  toss 
||i  a  copper*  three  times,  and  he  who  has  the 
pit  heads  shall  be  free." 

As  this  appeared  a  very  &ir  proposition  the 
^tUD  at  once  consented  to  the  arrangement, 

*  Ckaodiaa  una  (or  >  holfpcnn;. 
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and  thoj  immediately  proceeded  to  bring 
friendly  contest  for  a  wife  to  an  issue. 

The  Doctor  would  not  lutve  consented  to 
the  risk  of  losing  his  liberty,  if  he  had  not 
perfectly  sure  of  winning,  for  by  some  chaQ«e  he 
bad  become  the  possessor  of  a  halfpenny  vith  & 
head  on  cither  side.  So  when  they  came  to  tots 
up,  as  might  he  expected,  the  poor  uncomdou 
(y'aptain  was  duly  elected  for  matrimonial  honottn 
to  the  groat  gloo  of  the  roguish  Doctor,  wbo,  I 
make  no  douhU  chuckled  over  his  successful  sta* 
togcm. 

Stranfre  as  it  may  appear,  the  Captain  honour* 
ably  fulfilled  this  singular  agreement.  I  ban 
understood  ttmt  the  kdy  filled  her  now  station 
with  great  credit  and  propriety,  and  I  have  beard, 
at  the  death  of  the  two  brothers,  inherited  oil 
their  property. 

Although  the  winner  of  Afrs.  Duolop  had 
rcasuu  to  rejoice  in  getting  a  good  wife  so  eaaly? 
yet  1  would  advise  all  gentlemen  before  trying 
their  chance  in  euch  a  lottery,  to  examine  whether 
their  opponent  is  the  fortunate  possessor  of  a  ccud 
with  two  heads.  M 

Dr.  Dunlop  was  the  first  representative  for  th« 
Huron  District  in  the  Provincial  Parliament,  and 
retained  his  scat  as  long  as  he  lived.     A\lul< 
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^^^ojcd  in  the  Canada  Oompany's  90rricc,  be 
«icouutfircd  many  periis,  and  on  one  of  hia 
Tojages  met  with  the  followiog  adventure.  Dur- 
iDg  the  carl/  settlement  of  the  Huron  Dis- 
trict, and  before  any  saw-mitl  had  been  built,  it 
waa  necGssary  to  purchase  a  quantity  of  boards 
aad  other  lumber  for  the  Company's  use  For 
this  purpose  the  Doctor  went  in  a  canoe  from 
Goderich,  seventy-four  miles  down  the  lake,  to  a 
Yankee  village,  at  Oie  mouth  of  tho  Black-water 
river,  near  Fort  Gratiot.  Here  he  purchased  what 
he  required,  and  hired  a  small  schooner,  which  he 
frdi^ted  vith  the  lumber,  and  took  passage  in 
her  himselH  It  appears  that,  with  the  exception 
of  the  owner  of  the  vessel,  there  was  only  one  per-  ' 
son  on  board  besides  the  Doctor,  not  one  of  whom 
knew  anyUiing  about   the    navigation    of   the 


Uake 

*       mi 


The  Doctor,  however,  undertook  the  pilotage  ; 
be  knew  that  there  was  a  rocky  shoal  stretching 
oatsotne  distance  into  the  lake  directly  opposite 
KetUfi  Point,  but  he  was  not  aware  that  it  extended 
for  mites.  Consequently  they  were  startled  by 
finding  themselves  amongst  the  rocks  several  miles 
m  tbe  shore.  Luckily  there  was  little  wind, 
.d  the  lake  so  smooth  that  every  stone  could  be 
acen  distinctly  in  the  water.    In  this  emergency 
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the  Doctor  seated  himself  astride  on  the  bowsprit, 
with  his  hat  off  aod  his  red  hair  streaming  in  the 
wind,  forming  altogetlicr  Dot  a  bad  representation 
of  old  Neptune. 

From  Uiis  nautical  throne  bis  majesty  bsoed 
his  commauds  of  starboard  and  tarboard,  port  at  I 
steady,  as  the  rocks  on  either  side  appeared  ia  | 
view.  All  his  skill,  however,  proved  unavailing— 
tlie  vessel  at  last  grounded,  and  as  tbey  had  not 
sufficient  help  on  board  to  heave  her  off,  they 
were  obliged  to  make  a  raft  and  abandon  hor  to 
her  fate.  However,  they  had  the  good  fortune  to 
land  with  th^r  raft  in  safety  near  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Aux-Sables,  yet  distant  many  miles  from 
any  settlement.  The  vessel  became  a  wreck,  aad  I 
believe  the  Company  ultimately  paid  tbc  owner 
for  his  crazy  vessel,  which  the  Doctor  in  speakii^ 
of  always  called  the  "  Dismal." 

The  Doctor's  character  may  be  summed  up  in 
a  few  words.  He  was  a  kind-hearted  generous 
man ;  scientific,  enterprising,  and  possessing  con- 
siderable literary  attainments,  as  his  articles  pub- 
li^ed  io  "  Blackwood's  Magazine,"  and  bis  "  Back- 
woodsman," sufficiently  prove. 

In  person  he  was  well  made,  stout,  broad-shoul- 
dered, and  above  sii  feet  in  height,  with  red  hair 
and  wbiskers,  blueeyes,  high  forehead,  nose  slightly 
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aquiliiie,  broad  faco,  and  a  remarkably  fiicctious 
and  good-humoured  cxprcssioD  of  countenance. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  he  overcame  his  only 
£uling,  but  not  in  time  to  saro  his  valuable  life. 
Howorer, 


I 


"Tikeliimfordlinall, 
We  Dc'ar  shaU  look  tipoD  hi«  like  again." 


Therefore  &rewell,  kind,  amiable,  witty.  Dun- 
lop,  but  not  fur  ever  t 
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L-TtLirV  or  TriK  l.*Xtii.— IXmiKkL  MkVIOATIOM  IV^KHIOIt 
HUSfU. — Pl.TKK  TItt  ONCAT  A»n  CArTiW  FRIlRr,— TIIKOIIT  Of 
BY*TOK1TI0«— tOUriH*T|VR  KHX  DEmU,  .^^-HIIIIN  or  HILU, 
AMD  RI-irkTION  or  TUB  l.ARK(. — nSH.— imcTW  OF  TKB  I.AKU 
ON  nit  TKUFRIUTDRIi. — WAHHIMQ  IXTUIU'CX  OT  LAKK  HtlROIT 
OVKA  TIIK  WHOLK  WnTKRK  PEMNHrkA. 
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Casada  is  yet  in  her  colonial  dawn ;  but  the 
dawn   is  one  of  cheering    promise.      Slie  pos-j 
scsscs  a  vir^n  soil,  finely  timbered  forests,  riclij 
mineral  ores,  as  yet  little  worke<l,  and  lands  oa] 
the    Huron  tract  of  almost   unrivalled  fertility,] 
with  an  immense  water-power,  which,  when  one 
put  in  use  by  a  thriving  and  increasing  populatioi^J 
will  render  her  one  of  the  greatest  commcrcifJ 
coQntries  in  the  world.    Providence,  by  the  gift 
of  lakes,  which  from  their  vast  extent  may  be  _ 
fairly  denominated  inland  seas,  1ms  marked  hera 
for  a  land  of  commerce.     She  enjoys  the  double 
advantage  of  an  inland  water  communication,  and  J 
an  outward  maritime  one  with  Europe,  the  United 
States,  South  America,  and  the  world  in  jreneral.  ■ 
Her  commercial  relations  are  as  yet  only  in  theirj 
infancy.    But  what  will  they  not  be  when  th« 
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vast  tract  north-west  of  Lake  Superior  shall  be 
opened  for  the  receptioD  of  the  produce  of  the 
West-  Twelve  tliousand  mariucrs  arc  employed 
at  present  in  the  navigation  of  the  lakes.  Sussia 
is  the  only  commercial  country  that  possesses  the 
same  natural  advantages,  though  is  an  inferior  do- 
gree,  for  the  Russian  lakes  did  uot  communicate 
with  each  other  till  the  wisdom  of  her  wise  regene- 
rator, Peter  tlie  Great,  established  a  commuiiica- 
tion  between  them  by  the  aid  of  Captain  Perry, 
an  English  engineer,  to  whose  genius  Russia  is 
indebted  for  hor  inland  water  communication 
by  means  of  the  canals  he  cut  and  the  rivers 
he  made  navigable  to  facilitate  her  lutemal  com- 
merce. Poor  Perry  was  an  ill-used  man,  for  the 
Czar  would  not  pay  him  his  salary  for  fear  of 
loong  his  vast  services — a  common  but  shameful 
abuse  of  despotic  power,  lie  finally  returned  to 
England  under  the  protection  of  our  ambassador, 
poor  in  purse  and  injured  in  health,  lie  had 
been,  in  tact,  working  for  the  benefit  of  unborn 
raillions,  for  fame,  for  commerce,  hut  not  for  bh 
own  profit.* 

Nature,  however,  bountifully  placed  tlie  Duia- 
dian  lakes  in  a  chain,  and  thus  provided  Canada 
with  an  internal  navigation,  which  the  science  of 
oar  gifted  but  ill-used  countr}'[nan  first  opened  for 

*  "  Menmin  of  Capiain  John  Perry,"  by  Ittauelf. 
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Russia.  Bat  much  as  vo  must  admire  the  wisdom 
of  Peter  the  Great  in  concei^-ing  the  mighty  d^ 
sign,  we  cannot  but  feel  indignant  at  his  injustice 
in  robbing  bis  agent  of  his  bard-carned  reward- 
He  deprived  himself  of  Perry's  services  at  an  im- 
portant time,  and  probably  liad  reason  to  ngKi 
the  wrong  he  did  to  our  injured  and  high-spirited 
countryman. 

"  The  comparative  depths  of  the  lakes  form  an 
interesting  subject  of  inquiry,  and  the  vast  am 
covered  by  their  waters.  The  bottom  of  Lake 
Ontario  is  as  low  as  most  parts  of  the  Gulf  of  St 
Lawrence,  while  the  bottoms  of  l^ke  Huron,  Mi- 
chigan, and  Superior,  are  all,  from  their  vast 
depths  (although  their  surface  is  so  much  higher), 
on  a  level  with  the  bottoms  of  Lake  Ontario  and 
the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.  Can  there  be,"  (asks 
our  autlior,  M'Gr^or)  "  a  subterranean  river  run- 
ning  from  Lake  Superior  to  Huron,  and  from 
Huron  to  Lake  Ontario?  "  He  considers  "  the 
discharge  of  water  through  the  river  Detroit,  and 
that  carried  off  by  means  of  evaporation  unequal! 
to  the  quantity  which  the  three  upper  great  lakes 
may  be  considered  to  receive."  * 

In  Dr.  Amotfs  admirable  scientific  work  on 
the  "  Elements  of  Physics,"  we  find  the  theory 
of  evaporation  with  its  ^-ast  effects  perfectly  ex-, 

*  M'Oiegor"*  "  BriiUh  Araoriai,"  rul,  it.  p.  M7. 
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pUined  ;  and  that  too  in  a  lucid  ntanDer,  calcu- 
lated to  convoy  infurmation  even  to  the  comnion- 
est  nuDd.  althougli  the  matter  relates  to  odc  of 
the  most  mysterious  agencies  of  nature.  "  Tbcro 
WQ  some  lakes,"  he  says,  "  on  the  face  of  the 
earth,  which  have  no  outlet  towards  the  sea — 
aU  tho  Tratcr  which  falls  into  them  being  again 
carried  off  by  eraporation  aloao  ;  and  sucli  takes 
are  never  of  fresh  water  alone,  because  every 
substance,  which  from  the  beginning  of  time  rain 
could  dissolve  in  the  regions  around  them,  has 
Doccusarily  been  carried  towards  them  by  their 
feeding  streams,  and  there  lias  rcmaiucd. 

"The  great  majority  of  lakes,  however,  being 
ba^ns  with  the  water  constantly  running  over  at 
one  part  towards  the  sco,  although  all  originally 
salt,  have  in  the  course  of  time  become  fresh,  be- 
cause their  only  supply  being  direct  Irom  the 
clouds,  or  from  rivers  and  s[>ring!)  fed  by  the 
clouds,  is  fresh,  while  what  runs  away  from  them 
must  be  always  carrying  with  it  a  proportion  of 
any  substance  that  remains  dissolved  in  them."  * 

Thus  the  evaporation  produced  by  frost  in 
winter,  and  heat  in  summer,  and  tho  natural 
outlets  of  these  lakes  sufficiently  account  for  the 
uniformity  of  their  level  without  the  agency  of  a 
subterraneous  channel.  The  fact  that  these  lakes 
*  AnieU'a  '■  Elcuimu  of  Phjciu,"  toL  i.  p.  817—8. 
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have  a  commuuication  bj  the  St  Lawrence  to  thfl^ 
sea  sufliciciitl^  accounts  for  the  frosbness  and 
purity  of  these  vast  bodies  of  water. 

"  A  curious  instance  of  a  lake  in  the  process  < 
losing  its  saltness  exists  in  tliat  of  Mexico,  from 
wliich  a  drain  was  cut  to  relieve  the  inhabitants 
of  tbo  city  from  the  consequences  of  an  inundarv 
tion.     Tliis  drain,   extending  sixty  miles  from 
Mexico  to  the  lower  external  country,  has  not 
only  in  Uio  course  of  a  hundred  and  fifly  yem 
freed  the  city  from  the  water,  but  by  the  conti-f 
nual  force  of  the  stream  is  still  lowering  the  sur- 
face of  the  lake,  and  is  daily  rendering  the  water 
less  salt,  and  converting  the  extensive  salt  marshes    , 
around    Mexico  into  fresh  and  fertile  fields."  * 
In   fact,  a  traveller  this  present  year   (1852) 
travelled  some  miles  from  the  city  before  he  couM 
find  tlie  celebrated  lake  which  once  inundated 
the  city. 

That  the  immense  body  of  water  in  the  Upper 
Lakes  of  Canada  do  not  find  a  lower  level,  as  in 
the  course  of  ages  they  probably  will  do,  arisea 
from  the  nature  of  the  ground  through  which 
they  are  working  their  channel,  which  is  hard, 
rocky,  and  irregular;  for  "where  the  soil  or  bed  of 
a  country  through  wliich  a  water-track  passes  is 
Dot  of  a  soft  consistence,  so  as  to  allow  readily  the 

'  Amoif*  "  Blrmonts  of  Phiwts"  *ol.  L  p.  379. 
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wearing  down  of  higher  parts  and  the  filling  up 
of  hollows  hy  depositing  sand,  lakes,  rapids,  and 
great  irregularitits  of  current  remain.  Wc  have, 
for  instance,  the  line  of  lakes  in  North  America, 
the  rapids  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  tlie  stupen- 
dous falls  of  Niagara,  where  at  one  leap  the  rircr 
g&insa  level  lower  hy  a  hundred  and  sixty  feet. 
A  scil*r  harrier  tlian  the  rock  over  which  tlie 
river  pours  would  soon  bo  cut  tliruugh,  and  the 
line  of  lakes  would  be  emptied."*  Such  a  change 
would  not  however  henefit  the  province,  and  pro- 
ridcDi  Katurc,  by  the  rocky  shores  that  enclose 
these  mighty  waters,  has  insured  the  internal  na- 
vigation of  this  highly  favoured  country  for  ages 
to  como.  The  fuUowiug  tabic,  from  the  pea  of  a 
scientific  Caiiadian  writer,  will  give  the  reader 
every  information  respecting  tlie  area,  elevation, 
and  mean  depth  of  the  lakes  of  Canada. 
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The  greatest  known  depth  of  Lake  Ontario  is 
wren  hundred  and  eighty  feet;  in  Lake  Bupeiior, 
however,  a  line  one  thousand  two  hundred  feet 
long  has  in  some  parts  failed  to  reach  the  bottom-* 

"  These  lakes  contain  an  immense  quantitj  of 
fiah  of  considerable  size.  Fine  sturgeon,  salmon, 
some  of  which  weigh  sixty  pounds,  herrings,  hla^ 
bass,  and  various  other  kinds  of  6sti  are  caught 
in  the  lakes,  but  it  is  remarkable  that  neither  sal- 
mon nor  herring  have  been  caught  in  any  of  tlie 
lakes  that  do  not  communicate  with  the  St  Law- 
rence. Ilow  either  one  or  the  other  have  got 
into  the  great  lakes  of  Upper  Canada  m 
puzzle  naturalists  to  account  for."f 

The  lakes  of  Canada  contribute  to  raise 
temperature  of  the  country  by  warming  the  win' 
that  pass  over  their  ample  bosoms.     In  fact. 
influence  of  this  species  of  natural  agency  is 
niarkable,  as  the  following  extract  will  show  : — 

"  The  effect  of  winds  on  climate,  by  their  pi 
valence,  is  considerable,  but  particularly  on  that 
of  Upper  Canada.  Thus,  whenever  westerlt 
winds  sweep  over  the  surface-waters  of  Lakc$ 
Huron,  Erie,  and  Ontario,  they  will  not 
receive  accessions  of  heat,  but  be  also  in 

■  Hind'n  "Camp«nitiiv  View  of  Caniult  Wwl." 
t  M'Gwgw'e  "  Briti»h  Anifricft." 
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mcxsuro  diverted  from  their  courses.  The  mean 
temperature  of  the  air  at  Toronto  during  the 
three  winter  months,  Decemher,  January,  and 
February,  is  25'51*;  while  that  of  the  surface 
water  of  the  open  lakes  is  never  less  than  32°, 
and  generally  about  33'5°,  in  other  words  7*  or 
8'  above  the  mean  nt  Toronto.  The  effect  of 
this  didcrcQce  la  occasionally  manifest  in  the  high 
temperatures  of  the  southern  shores  of  Lakes  Erie 
and  Ontario,  and  especially  on  the  Niagara  river, 
where  the  mean  winter  temperature  docs  not  fall 
two  degrees  below  the  freezing  point  of  water. 
A  similar  effect  is  produced  upon  the  northern 
shores  of  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario,  although  in  a 
less  degree,  while  the  wanning  influence  of  Lake 
Huron  is  felt  over  the  whole  western  peninsula 
during  the  winter  months.  At  Detroit,  in  lati- 
tude 42'24°,  the  mean  of  three  years'  observa- 
tions gives  2T  for  the  winter  temperature,  whereas 
the  corresponding  temperature  at  Laviston,  in 
latitude  43-09°,  or  nearly  throo-quarturs  of  a 
d^ree  farther  north,  is  SO".  The  influence  of 
the  State  of  Michigan  (frozen  during  the  winter 
season)  on  the  temperature  at  Detroit  is  suffident 
to  reduce  it  to  that  of  Rochester,  a  degree  further 
to  the  north.  The  duration  of  snow  upon  the 
gTOond,  the  average  fall  of  rain,  tlio  serenity  of 
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the  sky,  and  the  humidity  of  the  atmosphere  an 
all  alTccted  od  the  shures  of  the  Latces  by  tlie 
great  depth  and  expanse  of  their  waters."* 

"  The  peculiar  temperature  of  Canada  West 
originates  from  two  causes.  Its  elevation  may 
be  referred  to  the  mighty  mass  of  water  conuuned 
ID  Lakes  Michigan,  Huron,  Erie,  Ontario,  and 
more  remotely  Lake  Superior,  water  being  an 
element  in  whicli  much  latent  heat  is  found.  The 
second  cause  may  be  traced  to  the  serenity  of  the 
sky  during  the  summer  months,  a  sorouity  of  long 
continuance."  f 

"  The  causes  which  tend  to  lower  the  tempera- 
ture, we  find  the  uniform  extension  of  land  north 
and  north-west  of  the  lakes,  towards  the  poUr 
regions,  ia  the  direction  of  the  winter  winds 
(north-west) ;  extensive  forests  which,  besides  the 
shade  they  afford  the  soil,  expose  a  great  evapo- 
rating and  radiating  surface  during  the  summer 
months  ;  the  frequency  of  extensive  swamps, 
the  clear  winter  sky."  J 

*  l(iFi(r«"CoinpiiratiicVicworihcClmintcofWc4tcraCBW*.*' 
t  Hind*.  Piwrphlct.  I  IbU.  ~ 
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The  climate  of  Canada  West  is  both  healthful 
aod  plcasaut ;  and  few  j)crsoii»  long  resident  in 
the  vestcm  prorince  find  themselves  benefited  by 
their  exchange  to  the  damper  one  of  thoir  native 
country. 

I  confess  that  I  have  suffered  more  with  cold 
during  this  unusually  mild  winter  of  18S1-2  than 
in  the  land  in  which  1  have  sojourned  so  long.  The 
dry  air  of  Canada,  though  so  low  in  temporaturc, 
has  not  such  chilling  effects  on  my  frame,  as  that 
(^  England.    Besides  the  sharp  piercing  cold  of 
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ttic  Canadian  vrinter  is  really  invigorating,  and 
■warm  thick  clothing  protects  the  person  from  the  | 
effects  of  the  climate,  while  nothing  can  guard  the , 
fraino  from  damp  which  wo  continually  breathe 
in  England,  and  which  no  precaution  can  really 
exclude.  Then  the  extreme  variability  of  the 
temperature,  and  the  chance  of  having  no  summer 
as  a  counterbalance  for  having  do  winter,  is  an 
unpleasant  contingent :  I  therefore,  prefer  the 
certainty  of  having  a  long  bright  summer  in  re- 
turn for  a  sharp  winter,  and  a  mild  autumn  clad 
in  the  gorgeous  hues  with  which  Nature  chooees 
to  decorate  our  Canadian  forests.  "  It  is,  indeed, 
impossible  to  exaggerate  the  autumnal  beauty  of 
these  forests.  Nothing  under  heaven  can  be 
compared  to  its  effulgent  grandeur." 

"  Two  or  throe  frosty  nights  in  the  decline  of 
autumn,  transform  the  boundless  verdure  of  a 
whole  empire  into  every  possible  tint  of  brilliant 
scarlet,  rich  violet,  every  shade  of  blue  and  brown, 
vivid  crimson,  and  glittering  yellow.  The  stem 
inexorable  fir-tribes  aluno  maintain  their  eternal 
sombre  green.  All  others,  on  mountains  or  in 
valleys,  burst  into  the  most  glorious  vc^t&Ue 
beauty,  and  exhibit  the  most  splendid  and  en- 
chanting panorama  on  earth." 

The  author   from   whom  I   have  taken  this 
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Jowing'3c«criptive  passage,  imputes  tho  change 
in  the  hues  of  the  forest,  to  the  action  of  the 
6o8t  CD  the  acids  contained  in  tlie  leaves.* 

Tho  felling  of  these  fine  forests  contributes  Ur 
the  amelioration  of  the  climate,  and  it  is  cod- 
jectured  tiiat  in  soino  districts  the  absence  of 
snow  at  some  future  time  will  form  a  subject  of 
complaint  when  the  farmer  misses  bis  former 
winter  roads,  which  he  found  useful  for  the  traos- 
fer  of  bis  produce  to  the  market  and  ilour-mill,  or 
bis  timber  to  the  8aw-niilL"t 

"  Tho  lands  in  tho  Huron  tract  have  only  a 
winter  of  three  months,  and  it  is  for  nine  months 
•much  wanner  than  England."^  I  do  not  wholly 
rely  upon  my  own  long  experience  of  Canada  West ; 
I  have  carefully  collected  those  of  other  men, — 
men  of  science  and  judgment,  which  I  shall  pre- 
sent in  illustration  of  my  assertion  that  the  Ca- 
nadian we^ward  province  is  superior  to  our  own 
island,  in  climate,  at  least. 

"  Great  misconception  exists  in  respect  to  the 
soil  and  tumperature  of  Western  Canada,  for  not- 
withstanding the  eminent  fertility  of  the  soil,  and 
the  salubrity  of  the  climate,  and  its  superiority  for 
agricultural  purposes  over  the  State  of  New  York ; 

•  M-OreiforV  "  BrilWi  Amctica," 

t  Mm  T»ggB»-B  "  Thfw  VcMi  in  Can»Ja."        I  Ibid. 
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the  northern  port  of  Ohio  and  Illinois,  the  Statu 
of  Michigan,  Iowa,  Wisconsin,  the  Far  West,  and 
the  whole  of  New  England ;  in  a  word,  over 
wheat-growing  states  generally ;  yet  among  m 
titudes  of  British  and  Irish  desirous  of  e 
grating  a  far  diifcrent  idea  is  commonly  en 
tained. 

"  The  impression  in  tlicir  minds  being  t 
the  climate  of  Canada  West  is  distinguished  byiiK 
tense  winter,  cold,  and  a  brief,  scorching  summer, 
in  which  the  cultivator  can  scarcely  find  time  to 
secure  his  harvest"  * 

"  The  European  emigrant  in  preferring  these 
parts  of  the  United  States  to  which  allusion  ba5* 
been  made,  chooses  far  greater  extremes  of  hat 
and  cold,  and  fixes  his  location  not  only  in  a 
more  unhealthy  climate,  but  in  a  soil  far  Ion 
fruitful,  and  more  exposed  to  vicissitude. "f 

"  Canada  West  possesses  a  greater  immuni^ 
from  spring  frosts,  and  summer  droughts,  in  com- 
parison to  many  parts  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
it  has  a  more  favourable  distribulioa  of  clear  and 
cloudy  days,  and  in  the  distribution  of  raiu  over 
many  days.  Canada  West  is  also  more  sala- 
brioos. 

•  "Ciimnu'  sn<t  Soil  of  Connda  1V*m." 

t  "  CompirBUYe  View  of  Ctmodii  Wc«,"  by  H.  Y.  Hini. 
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I"  The  climate  of  CaoadA,  in  many  respects,  ia 
more  favourable  than  tliat  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  for  it  has  a  higher  summer  loiupera- 
ture,  greater  dryness,  and  enjoys  a  scrcner 
k  "  The  clearing  away  of  the  immense  forests 
which  at  present  cover  the  fertile  soil  of  Upper 
Canada,  will  produce  a  considerable  cliango  in  the 
temperature.  At  present,  during  the  nights  of 
the  summer  season  —  which  these  forests  by 
their  nocturnal  radiation  lower — Humboldt  has 
clearly  diown,  by  the  reason  of  the  vast  multi- 
plicity of  leaves,  a  tree,  the  crown  of  which  does 
not  present  a  horizontal  section  of  more  tJion  one 
hundred  and  twenty  or  one  hundred  and  thirty 
feet,  actually  influences  tbu  cooling  of  tito  atmo- 
sphere by  an  extent  of  surface  several  thousand 
times  mora  extensive  than  tliid  section.  The 
upper  surface  of  the  leaves  first  bccumo  cool  by 
nocturnal  radiation ;  these  again  receive  heat 
from  the  lower  stratum  of  leaves,  which  is  in  torn 
^ven  off  into  Sjioce.  The  cooling  is  thus  pro- 
pigated  from  above,  downwards,  until  the  tempc- 
mture  of  the  whole  tree  is  lowered,  and,  as  a 
necessary  result,  the  air  enveloping  it.  As  the 
forests  of  Western  Canada  disappear  before  the 

*  Hind's  Puipblet. 
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rapid  cncroachmcQts  of  the  settler,  we  maj  kxi 
for.  a  rise  in  the  mininium  temperature  of  the 
spring,  summer,  and  autamDal  nights.  Late 
spriog  and  early  autumn  firsts  viil  probablj  be- 
come rarer,  as  the  country  becomes  more  cleared. 
Notwithstanding  the  cold  produced  by  the  radia- 
tion of  heat  from  the  leaves  of  forest-trees  duriDg 
summer  nights,  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
tlie  destruction  of  forests  elevates  the  mean  tetn- 
perature  of  the  year.  The  clearing  them,  how^ 
ever,  exhibits  the  following  results  : — 

"The  elevation  of  the  mean  temperature  dur- 
ing the  summer  months,  the  lowering  of  the  mean 
temperature  of  the  winter  months,  whoso  dun- 
tion  is,  nevertheless,  shortened.  ^| 

"  The  acceleration  of  the  coming  of  spring,  the 
diying  up  of  swampo^  shallow  springs,  and  the 
diminution  of  the  water  in  creeks ;  the  disap- 
pearance of  snow  from  exposed  districts  will  &la^_ 
bo  accelerated."  *  V 

*'  Indeed,  ttie  destruction  of  forests  seems  to 
have  a  marked  effect  upon  swamps,  springs,  and 
running  streams.  In  all  parts  of  the  country  neg- 
lected saw-mills  may  be  seen,  having  been  aban- 
doned by  their  proprietors,  owing  to  the  want  of 

•  Hioil*  "ComptMtitc  View." 
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water.  This  decrease  may  reasonably  be  ascribed 
to  the  felling  of  tho  forests,  whereby  cxtuusivc 
swamps  arc  exposed  to  solar  radiation  and  that 
sapply  of  inoisturo  which  they  received  iu  the 
sammer  months  from  the  condeusatiuQ  of  the 
aqueous  rapour  of  the  atmosphere,  by  the  leaves 
of  the  trees  overshadowing  them  being  altogether 
cat  oflF."  • 

"  The  climate  of  Canada  is  favourable  for  agri- 
^■allurc,  since  a  moderately  humid  atmosphere,  in 
relation  to  cultivation,  can  scarcely  be  estimated 
too  highly.  The  most  intercsliug,  and  perhaps 
the  most  advantageous,  form  in  which  atmospheric 
influence  exhibits  itself,  is  that  of  dew.  The 
quantity  of  this  revivifying  ugeut  condensed  on 
the  leavca  of  vegetables  in  the  Canadian  Peninsula 
is  very  great,  and  furnishes  one  important  reason 
why  Western  Catiada  is  less  liable  to  suffer  from 
those  destructive  droughts  which  are  common  to 
the  west  of  the  Lakes,  and  not  unfrequont  to- 
wards the  east  and  south.  The  terms  rainy  sea- 
son and  dry  season  are  unknown  in  Canadian 
climatology ;  the  distribution  of  r^  over  the 
months  of  tho  year  i^  in  general,  remarkably  uni- 
form." t 

•  Bind'a  "  Cunpuatito  View  of  WnUni  Cutdik" 
t  Ibid. 
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The  able  author  of  the  Pamphlet  from  which 
these  quotations  are  made,  has  proved  a  fact  not 
usually  well  understood,  that  the  climate  of  Cppei 
Canada  is  healthier  and  more  equal  in  temperature 
than  a  great  mauy  provinces  of  the  Uuitcd  States. 
Indeed  the  severer  temperature  of  the  bower  Pro- 
vince, or  Cauada  East,  as  it  is  now  called,  does  not 
apply  to  that  of  Canada  West,  which  the  causes 
just  quoted  render  milder  even  tJian  many  poru 
of  Uic  States. 

Hind  has  made  &a  ingenious  claseificaUon  of  the 
mean  temperature  of  the  Cimadiau  year,  which  is 
subjoined  for  the  use  of  the  reader. 

"  The  hottest  month  in  the  Camidian  year  is 
July,  the  coldest,  February.  There  are  four 
mouths  in  the  year  during  which  the  avenge 
temperature  is  less  than  the  freezing  point  of 
water ;  these  months  are  January,  Fcbruarr. 
March,  December.  These  constitute  the  winter 
months. 

"  Tlicrc  are  three  months,  April,  October,  and 
November,  during  which  the  temperature  is  abore 
the  freezing  point  of  water,  and  below  the  dmu 
temperature  of  the  year.  There  are  five  months 
in  the  year  during  which  the  mean  temperature 
is  above  the  annual  mean  ;  these  arc  ilay,  June, 
July,  August,  and  September.     These  months 


CUUATE. 

irith  October,  coDsUtute  the  agricultural  or  grow- 
ing months  of  Western  Canada.  The  mean  highest 
temperature  of  the  hottest  mouth  (July),  is  double 
of  the  meiui  annual  temperature.    The  mean 

limum  tempemture  of  the  hottest  month  Is  the 
sunc  as  tlio  mean  annual  temperature.  The  tem- 
perature is  most  uniform  in  August,  and  most 
fluctuating  iu  April."  * 

"It  is  well  known  in  America,"  remarks  an 
intelligent  government  officer,  "  that  the  climate 
always  improves,  or  rather  increases  in  warmth, 
with  the  destruction  of  the  forest  and  cultivation 
of  the  soil."  t 

"  We  arc  as  yet  imperfectly  acquainted  with 
the  natural  agricultural  advantages  of  Canada 
West,  hut  from  what  we  do  know  from  its  peca- 
liar  situation  among  the  great  Lakes,  we  may 
positively  assert  its  general  superiority  over  any 
other  portion  of  North  America,  with  very  few 
exceptions. 

"  The  most  important  points  in  which  the 
climate  of  Canada  West  differs  from  those  of 
tlio  United  States  which  lie  north  of  the  forty- 
first  parallel  of  ktitude,  maj  be  thus  enu- 
merated: 

*Hi>ul'*"Coiniwrntii'eViewofUieCliinRteofWulcmCukil>." 
t  Mm  ToggBtt'i  "T)irce  Yeon  in  Cuiwlii." 
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*•  In  mildness,  the  oxtremcs  of  winter  cold  aaJ 
summer  heat  being,  comparatively  speaking,  mudi 
leiB,  in  being  better  euited  to  the  growth  of  gnaa 
nod  green  crops,  on  account  of  the  more  cqoabk 
dUtribution  of  rain  over  the  agricultural  montlis ; 
and,  al^,  in  the  humiditj  of  the  atmosphere, 
which,  though  less  than  that  of  an  insular  di- 
muto,  is  greater  than  that  of  localities  situated  at 
a  distance  from  the  Lakes."  • 

"  Wheat  of  a  fine  quality,  to  the  amount  of  two 
miUionH  of  bushels,  is  the  annual  average  rate,  at 
present,  of  growth  in  Canada  West ;  but,  as  emi- 
gration and  population  increase,  the  quantity,  as    I 
a  matter  of  countc,  must  also  multiply.  Fine  sam- 
ples from  tlio  old  countr}'  must  he  acclimated,  just 
as  many  plants  of  our  own  produce  hare  been, 
before  they  reach  their  maximum.     Thus  the  new 
seed  will  not  equal  your  expectations  ;  but  if  you  ■ 
sow  Itori  it  again,  you  will  find  them  realized.'>1 
In  respect  to  vegetable  assimilation  to  climate, 
we  all  know  that  the  hardy  lauristinus  aud  tho 
ecarletrhoau  were  confined  in  the  early  part 
tho  last  century  to  the  green-house.    There 
little  doubt  that  many  herbs  and  useful  vcj 
kblcs  may  gradually  be  acclimated. 

•  Huill't  pamphlet.  f  lUd. 
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Cauada  has  an  indigeD0U5  growth  of  plums  and 
grapes,  which  will  iniprovu  liy  cultivation.  The 
black  cherry  is,  Ui  its  wild  state,  crude  and  astrin- 

ri;  itis  used  mediciDatly  in  the  United  States 
consumptive  complaints ;  the  value  of  the  tree 
ia Canada  arises  from  the  beauty  of  the  wuod,  which 
makes  it  prized  for  furniture.  No  attempt  has  been 
made  to  improve  the  native  grape,  which  is  small 
and  crude ;  but  the  fact  that  it  ripens  at  all,  ex- 
hibits a  point  favourable  to  the  climate,  since  this 
fruit  mainly  owes  its  line  qualities  to  cultivation. 
The  Canadian  settler,  who  at  present  leaves  the 
forest-vine  to  the  birds  of  the  air  and  beasts  of 
the  field,  will,  probably,  some  years  hence,  have 
Tineyards  as  well  as  corn-tracts.  Indeed  vines 
from  Germany  might  be  tried  for  this  purpose  in 
the  more  westward  tracts  with,  perhaps,  a  fair 
diance  of  success. 

IpThe  tables  exhibited  in  tlio  following  pages  will 
give  some  important  information  on  the  subject 
(rf  temperature  to  emigrants,  which  I  have  ex- 
tracted from  tlie  scarce  and  valuable  pam[)hlet,* 
for  the  sight  of  which  I  am  indebted  to  the  Ca- 
nada Company,  and  of  wliich  I  have  already 
availed  myself  so  la]:gcly. 

*  Hiiid't  Pomphlci. 
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TiBLi  or  T1IC  Mkan  TKHPKnATUtii:  or  nnt  Sl-umkh  Moima 
(June,  Julj'.  an<l  August)  ax  Toraulo,  during  the  Team  184010 
18S0,  botli  iodunivi.' ;  tiaa  TMv  or  ibe  MudJi  Alaxiuium  Tcid- 
pCTBture  during  it\e  i&me  periods  : — 


Mmo 

Tmt. 

Hnui  Siimim 

MBXtmou 

Tmnpcntnn. 

Sununn 

Tampentor*. 

ISM 

63-80 

si-s 

1»41 

(!5-3 

8S-9 

IMS 

62-33 

83-9 

IB43 

n3-»3 

M-J 

1844 

63-S5 

6.1-6 

1B4£ 

65-30 

88-1 

1846 

6fi-16 

88-4 

1847 

<13-S6 

S2-» 

1648 

66-41 

8T-1 

im9 

6fi-30 

84-0 

ISOO 

66-81 

85-3 

HMD 

M-Sl 

6S-2G 

To  the  east  and  west  of  the  Lakes  (especially 
In  the  latter  direction)  high  summer  means  ol 
temperature  are  invariahly  associated  with  low 
winter  means ;  in  other  words,  great  and  of^ 
injurious  extremes  of  tempcratuic  occur,  partica- 
larly  in  the  Western  States.  Compare  the  sub- 
joined temperatures  of  the  seasons  al  the  stations 
named : — 
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PtuB. 

La^lude 

Wintec 
Mean. 

Spring 
Mean. 

SuRUnct 
Hmh. 

Aninmi] 

M«D. 

ToroDio 

43-39 

2S-33 

4100 

(M-ni 

47'4l 

Uttdaon 

41-lS 

2070 

4»t» 

6020 

46-40 

UiNCBtii»  l«m 

41 -SS 

SW-eo 

4»'I)0 

(UKK) 

4i)-30 

Council  Blcifb 

41>38 

S4-£8 

Cl-liO 

7fi»l 

B2-4fi 

fan  Ciawfotd 

«303 

80-Bft 

4S'23 

73-38 

4809 

Kort  U'iiH-h^D 

43-31 

20-81 

44-67 

67-87 

46-10 

Fort  Ltcuburu 

-IIW 

84'31 

4^-39 

67'f<0 

47'09 

DMreii. 

48-«a 

ST'KS 

441« 

67-33 

47-7fi 

TukB  or  niB  Ubhh  Sdhvsr  TucnMUTUitn  at  various  loeditie* 
in  Europe  compticd  with  thotcut  Toronto. 

Mno  SununM 
Tcmpencnr*. 

Toronio H-fll 

Berlin,  Ruta[>«     ....  63-S 

Chetboufg 61-9 

PimuuLCP      ,        .         •         .        .  01*8 

Greenwich 60-88 

Cheltcnhun         ....  lID-04 

Mwn  Tsmpitntturs  of  the 
HottKit  Mnntht. 
Toronto       .        ,        .        .        •  ec-fl4 

P»ri« ceo2 

rruikfort^n-ihc-tUiM        .        .  66-00 

Brrlin 64-4 

London 64-1 

CherlMuig «3-S 
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It  is  interesting  to  mark  the  rise  of  the  towns 
of  Canada  West;  to  compare  them  with  what 
tbey  were,  and  to  reflect  upon  what  ihej  will 
become. 

Some  of  these  locations,  reclaimed  by  civilized 
man  from  the  wild-forest  tract,  were  once  the 
haunts  of  the  red  man,  who  still  loves  to  linger 
near  the  site  of  his  old  encampments.  The  Chip- 
pewa3  still  repair  at  certain  seasons  of  the  yeuj 
to  the  euvirous  of  Goderich. 

The  bottom  of  Goderich  harbour  is  formed  by] 
a  long  Htrip  of  sand  and  gravel,  whidi  scparate»| 
the  waters  of  the  harbour  from  the  lake.     Thii 
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little  peninsula  is  only  a  few  yards  i»  width,  and 
dotted  licrc  and  there  with  clumps  of  bushes. 
During  the  summer  months  it  used  to  he  the 
favourite  camping-ground  of  the  Chippewaa.  I 
have  seen  more  than  a  hundred  of  them,  men, 
women,  and  children,  at  one  time  occupying  rude 
wigwams  on  this  point.  lu  hot  weather  they  are 
not  very  particular  how  they  construct  their 
tents.  A  couple  of  slight  poles  crossing  one 
another  about  six  feet  from  the  ground,  fnstencd 
with  ba.ss-wood  bark,  are  fixed  in  the  ground  at 
cither  end.  A  pole  is  then  laid  on  where  the  end- 
eticks  cross  one  another,  and  are  securely  tied, 
this  forms  the  ridge-pole  against  which  a  few  more 
poles  are  leant  in  a  sloping  direction  covered  with 
cedar  bark. 

If  the  weather  looks  settled  thoy  do  not  en* 
camp  at  all  unless  thoy  intend  to  stay  some  lime. 

In  winter,  however,  they  take  pains  to  make  a 
warm  camp,  which  is  either  circular  or  oblong. 
In  either  case  the  poles  are  planted  from  a  foot 
to  eighteen  inches  apart  at  the  bottom,  and  closing 
together  at  the  top.  Birch-bark  is  generally  used 
for  the  wiuter  covering.  The  common  size  of  a 
circular  wigwam  is  about  twelve  feet  in  diameter. 
This  will  accommodate  two  large  families.  The 
fire  is  made  in  the  centre,  and  a  door-way  is  left 
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opponto  each  ond  of  the  firo  for  the  better  eon- 
veaiCDce  of  bringing  in  wood,  a  blanket  bdig 
listened  acroRs  these  apertures  in  lieu  of  a  door, 
which  is  merely  put  on  one  side  by  the  peison 
who  wishes  to  enter. 

During  the  sugnr  season  the  Indians  cunstmct 
moch  larger  wigwanu.  I  remember  when  I  pur- 
chased the  land  I  now  reside  upon,  I  found  tbi 
remuQs  of  a  very  large,  sugar-boiling  camp  gp- 
wards  of  thirty  feet  in  length  by  sixteen  wide, 
furnished  with  bed-berths  made  with  poles  covered 
with  bark,  raised  about  fifteen  inches  from  the 
ground,  serving  for  seats  as  well  as  boda.  The 
fire  had  evidently  occupied  nearly  the  whole 
length  of  this  building,  for  the  hooked  sticks 
whicli  had  supported  their  pots  and  sugar-kcUks 
still  hung  suspended  from  a  pole  above  the 
hearth. 

The  Indian  wigwams  are  veiy  warm.  I  hare 
slept  is  them  in  the  coldest  weather  with  only 
OQc  blanket  wrapped  about  me,  without  expo- 
licncing  the  least  inconvcnicnco  arising  from 
either  draught  or  cold. 

On  my  first  acquaintance  with  the  Indians  I 
found  tliem— particularly  those  who  were  in  the 
habit  of  visiting  Qoderich — a  poor,  drunken,  dis- 
apated  set,  destitute  both  oS  morality  and  r&- 
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ligion,  which  was  entirely  owing  tu  that  abomi- 
nable ciifitom  practised  by  the  fur -traders,  of 
keeping  their  wretched  victims  in  a  state  of 
dninkcQiiGss  wbiUt  btu^mng  for  their  peltry.  I 
have  seen  forty  or  fifty  Indians  and  equaws  drunk 
in  an  encampment  at  the  same  time,  rolling  about 
on  the  grass,  nearly  naked,  and  while  in  that 
state  pillaged  by  those  white  fiends,  the  traders, 
who  dare  to  call  Ifi^msettiea  Christian*.  1  am, 
however,  happy  to  say,  that  n  great  reform  has 
taken  place  among  them — owing  partly  to  the 
preaching  of  the  Gospel  to  them,  and  partly 
parliainentary  enactments  inflicting  heavy  fines 
on  any  one  selling  spirits  of  any  kind  to  the 
Indians. 

Foremost  in  the  good  work  of  Gospel-diffusioQ 
may  be  mentioned  Peter  Jones,  an  Indian  by  birth, 
I  believe,  of  the  Mississauga  tribe,  for  he  speaka 
their  language  as  though  it  were  his  own.  I  have 
understood  he  was  the  first  person  who  transktod 
the  Gospels  into  this  Indian  dialect,  and  also 
rendered  a  book  of  Wcslcyan  hymns  into  his 
own  tongue. 

It  is  quite  surprising  to  see  what  a  change  for 
tbe  better  has  taken  place  amongst  these  poor 
dcatures,  once  so  benighted,  within  the  hist  fif- 
tceu  years.    I  was  down  at  their  encampment  one 


day,  before  the  conversioa  of  tbe  tribe,  when  1 
noticed  an  old  Indian  take  his  canoe  and  paddle 
off  into  the  middle  of  the  harbour.  He  then  hid 
in  his  paddle  and  knelt  down  in  the  centre  of  his 
little  bark,  and  comraenced  a  long  omtion,  during 
the  delivery  of  which  he  from  time  to  time  threw  j 
into  the  river  small  pieces  of  tobacco,  and  con-1 
eluded  the  ceremony  by  emptying  some  kind  of 
liquor  from  a  bottle,  which  I  afterwards  learned 
was  whiskey.  -  On  making  intjuiry  of  one  of  the 
traders,  "  What  the  Indian  meant  by  this  extra- 
ordinary proceeding,"  he  informed  me  "  that  the 
mail  was  praying  to  the  Great  Maniton  to  make 
the  waters  yieW  them  an  abundance  of  fish  and 
game,  and  the  pieces  of  tobacco  and  tJie  whiskey 
were  intended  as  offerings  to  propitiate  him.  The 
word  Maniton  meaning  presiding  spirit." 

It  has  boon  asserted  that  many  of  their  tra- 
ditions and  religious  ceremonies  are  undoubtedly 
of  Jewish  origin,  and  some  think  ttiat  the  North 
American  Indians  are  descendants  of  the  lost 
tribes  of  Israel  I  have,  however,  not  the  slightest 
doubt  tliat  this  portion  of  the  continent  has  been 
peopled  from  Northern  Asia.  I  have  oome  to 
this  conclusion  from  two  causes— first,  fi^m  the 
proximity  of  the  two  countries,  which,  at  Behring's 
Straits,  is  only  thirty-nine  miles  across  from  the 
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Old  World  to  the  New.  In  the  mid-channel 
there  are  two  iskuds,  called  by  the  Russians  the 
St.  Diomcdes,  which  are  from  two  to  three  leagues 
in  drcumferencc — thus  leaving  either  of  the  pas- 
sages not  mure  than  twenty  miles  from  land  to 
bud,  which  distano;  could  be  easily  traversed  in 
fine  wealhcr  and  a  smooth  sea  by  canoes,  Se- 
condly, the  black  hair,  dark  eye.  slightly  pointed 
at  the  corners,  the  higli  cheek  bones  and  want  of 
hair  on  the  face,  sufficiently  prove,  I  think,  their 
Asiatic  origin. 

It  has  been  said,  and  is  generally  believed,  that 
the  Indians  arc  in  the  habit  of  pulling  out  the 
hair  of  their  boards  on  its  lirst  making  its  appear- 
ance. Tliis  I  believe  to  he  altogether  a  fiction, 
not  only  from  my  own  personal  observation,  but 
also  from  the  report  of  those  who  have  lived  for 
years  amongst  them.  The  half-breeds  have  more 
Iiair  on  the  chin,  which  clearly  proves  that  they 
inherit  that  troublesome  appendage  from  their 
European  fathers.  The  Indian  complexion  is  not 
darker  llian  the  English  gipsy,  but  has  a  redder 
cast ;  the  profile  regular,  tlie  nuse  being  thin  and 
straight,  and  the  eyes  close  together.  They  are 
I  naturally  grave  in  their  deportment,  and  silent 
I  OQ  common  oceaiuons,  but  are  eloquent  public 
I    speakers. 
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SiDoe  tbeir  conversion  they  hare  become  sober, 
leligious,  and,  genemlly  speaking,  more  moral  aod 
virtuous  than  their  white  brethren  ;  for,  upon  the 
first  preaching  of  the  Gospet  its  effects  are  alwan 
mure  strikingly  apparent  than  aA^rwards,  as  if 
upon  the  new  converts  the  Spirit  of  God  wu 
more  plentifully  poured  forth.  In  tliis  I  alloda 
more  particularly  to  those  Indians  who  inhabit 
the  Tillages  of  Rice  Lake,  Alnwick,  and  GttemoDg 
Lake,  and  who  are  more  particularly  under  the 
supcrintendance  of  the  Rev.  J.  Gilmour,  the  Bap- 
tist Minister  at  Peterborough,  who  has  done  much 
to  better  their  condition  both  in  a  temporal  and 
spiritual  sense.  However,  these  converts  to 
Christianity  arc  not  BaptisU^  but  belong  to  the 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Connexion,  having  local 
preachers  amongst  tlicir  own  people. 

I  am  sorry  to  say,  the  introduction  of  Euro* 

I     peon  diseases  and  vices  have  tended  greatly  to 

diminisli  the  number  of  this  very   interaeting 

I  people.  I  was  told  by  a  very  clever  medictl 
gentleman,  that  consumption  carried  more  of 
them  oil  than  any  other  disorder,  and  tliat  this 
iosidious  malady  had  been  entailed  upon  the 
present  generation  by  the  dissipation  of  their 
fathers.    Happily  for  them,  they  have  forsaken 
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these  intemperate  habits.  In  fact,  it  is  now  as 
ran  to  see  a  drunken  Indian  as,  twenty  years 
■go,  it  was  to  see  a  sober  one ;  so  great  a  blessing 

the  Gospel  been  to  these  tribes. 
I  have  heard  it  said,  that  it  was  imposdhle  for 
Indian  to  lose  his  way  in  the  bush ;  and  I  was 

Mne  time  of  that  opinion  myself,  until  the 
EbUowing  cirxrumstance  considerably  shook  my 
belieC 

i  It  appeared  that  an  Indian,  his  sr|uaw,  and  two 
children,  one  of  whom  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  or 
fourteen  years  of  age,  left  Owen's  Sound,  on  the 
Georgian  bay.  Lake  Huron,  with  the  intention  of 
tnveUing  through  the  woods  to  Oodcrich,  where 
»  party  of  his  friends  were  encamped  for  the 
winter. 

The  snow  was  deep,  and  the  distance,  in  a 
fltiaiglit  lino,  nearly  eighty  miles.  It  seems  that, 
after  crossing  the  river  Saugeen,  the  weather  be- 
came cloudy,  attended  with  frequent  snow-stonns; 
BO  tttat  thoy  had  nothing  to  guide  them  but  the 
moBS  OD  the  trees,  for  it  appears  they  bad  never 
tmTorsed  that  part  of  the  country  before.  Uow< 
ever,  from  some  cause  or  another  they  lost  their 
!mj ;  and  their  provisions  also  foiled  thorn.  In 
this  emergency  they  pitched  their  wigwam  near 
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a  small  stream,  wtiero  they  waited  several  d*js^ 
Iioping  the  sun  would  niake  its  appearaucc.  To 
add  to  the  difficulties  of  the  misenLblc  couple, 
their  youngest  papousc,  a  girl,  died  from  waut  and 
the  hardships  to  which  she  had  been  exposed. 

Although  the  ludian  had  some  ammunition,  he 
was  unable  to  find  any  game ;  not  even  a  part- 
ridge.   And  the  snow  was  so  deep  that  it  wss 
quite   impossible,   in  their  exhausted  state,  iam 
travel  without  snow-shoes,  especially. 

When  they  left  Owen's  Sound  there  was  not 
more  than  eight  inches  of  snow,  but  in  conse- 
quence of  the  continued  fall  it  had  increased  to  a 
depth  of  upwards  of  two  feet,  i^  vrhea.  at  last, 
the  weather  cleared  up  they  were  totally  unable 
to  proceed. 

How  long  they  remained  in  this  dreadful  situa- 
tion is  not  easily  known,  but  they  were  at  last 
accidentally  discovered  by  a  party  of  French  Ca-  , 
uadians,  who  were  out  trapping,  about  twenty  ■ 
miles  up  the  Maitland,  and  who  told  me  they 
were  ptirfectly  horrified  at  the  scene  that  presented 
itself  to  their  view.  The  old  Indian  and  bis 
squaw,  wasted  to  perfect  skeletons,  were  lying  in 
the  wigwam,  unable  to  rise.  Near  these  anato- 
mies lay  the  remains  of  some  human  flesh  that 
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endentlj  bcca  used  for  food,  aud  wliicb  the 
trappers  positively  declared  to  be  part  of  the 
Indian's  own  son,  w!io  tiad  boon  shot  ttirough 
the  back  by  his  wretched  father,  as  he  left 
the  vigwani  to  go  to  the  creek  for  water- 
Be  this  as  it  maj,  both  the  Iiidian  and  his 
squaw,  when  I  questioned  them  on  the  subject, 
after  their  recovery,  denied  it  in  the  strongest 
terms. 

As  soon  a$  their  situation  was  known  in  Oodc- 
rich,  a  party  of  Indians  aud  trappers  went  to  the 
wigwam  and  brought  them  to  the  town  in  litters. 
When  I  heard  of  the  arrival  of  these  poor  crea- 
tures I  went  down  to  see  them,  taking  with  me 
some  broth  aud  other  necessaries  that  I  thought 
I  might  he  good  for  them.  I  think  I  never  beheld 
two  such  miserable  objects  with  a  spark  of  life 
in  them.  They  were  groaning  piteously,  and 
appeared  to  bo  suffering  excruciating  agony.  I 
found  out  at  once  the  causo  of  this.  They  had 
been  allowed  to  satisfy  their  ravenous  appetite 
without  restraint,  aud  had  gorged  themselves  till 
they  were  nearly  mad  with  paia. 

I  gave  them  each  a  dose  of  laudanum,  which 

such  a  good  cJIbct  that  in  a  few  days  tliey 

wore  able  to  sit  up  and  speak.    Their  miserable 
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state  excited  such  general  compassion  that  almost 
every  one  sent  them  something  to  eat ;  so  tbat  in 
a  month's  time  tbey  were  as  fet  and  strong  as 
before  their  days  of  starration.  Indeed,  I  could 
hardly  have  believed  it  possible  for  human  being* 
to  make  flesh  so  quickly  as  they  did. 

\7hcthCT  the  Indian  killed  his  son  to  sostaitt 
his  own  life  and  that  of  his  squaw,  rests  entirely 
on  the  assertion  of  the  Canadians  who  found  tBcm, 
though  I  believe  there  is  little  doubt  that  in  their 
extremity  tlicy  made  use  of  Im  fle«h.  This  is  the 
only  case  of  cannibalism  I  ever  heard  of  among  | 
the  Indians,  and  even  this  terrible  hci,  if  the 
victim  had  not  been  their  own  son,  would  hare 
been  no  more  than  a  case  of  stem  necessity.  I 
am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  tbat  these  unhappy— 
parents  were  not  Christians.  M 

Before  the  conversion  of  these  Indian  tribes 
they  were  in  the  habit  of  painting  their  faces  an^ 
eye-brows,  upon  every  remarkable  occasion,  which 
certainly  did  anything  hut  improve  their  appear- 
ance. Some  of  the  squaws  arc  pretty,  but  W 
they  advance  in  years,  they  grow  fet  and  ugly. 
The  men,  on  the  contrary,  are  of  a  spare  maki 
and  very  seldom  become  fleshy.  Their  mode 
life,  as  hunters,  requires  the  greatest  activity 
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lile  that  of  the  squaws  is  of  a  more  sedentary 
being  cbtcfly  confined  to  the  wignam, 
ir  principal  occupation  being  the  making  of 
ets,  brooms,  and  deer-skin  mocassins,  which 
iCy  ornament  very  prettily  with  porcupine  quill* 
ir  beads.    They  have  a  curious  method  of  dyeing 
e  quillfi,  which  is  olTocted  by  extracting  the 
ilour  from  pieces  of  English  broad-cloth,  from 
hich  process  they  obtain  the  most  vivid  dyes. 
Some  of  these  Indian  designs  arc  pretty,  and 
iven  ingenious,  and  may  be  obtained  at  a  reason- 
kble  late. 

I  The  price  of  &  pair  of  pitun  mocassins  is  2s.  Gd. 
palifax  currency  ;  handsome  ones,  worked  with  a 
pattern  on  the  instep,  wrought  either  with  quills 
>r  beads,  a  dollar  or  5g. 
Their  brooms  are  manufactured  principally  from 
the  birch,  iron-wood,  black-ash,  and  blue-beech, 
tlio  latter  wood  is  considered  the  best  and  toughest 
!fbr  the  ptirposo.  The  manner  of  making  them  is 
quito  different  from  any  I  ever  saw  made  in  the 
old  country.  As  all  settlers  far  back  in  the  hush 
Ire  obliged  to  use  these  articles,  I  may  as  well  do- 
Iciibo  the  method  of  their  construction.  A  clean 
[Dwing  young  tree,  about  two  inches  in  diameter, 
lould  be  chosen,  strwght  in  the  grain  and  free 
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from  knots.  After  removiDg  the  bark,  small 
stri[>C£  of  wood  are  dravn  from  one  end  of  thai 
Btick  with  the  gniin,  aiid  as  fine  aa  possible,  about 
eighteen  inches  in  length,  which  is  done  by  it>- 
gerting  a  knife  at  the  end  of  the  stick  and  raJang 
as  much  wood  as  will  run  with  the  grain  the  len^ 
required.  \Vl)en  a  sufficient  thickness  of  fibres 
has  been  obtained  for  half  the  thickness  of  the 
broom,  tho  same  process  is  gone  through  from  the 
other  end ;  one  set  of  fibres  being  turned  bad: 
over  the  first,  making  the  thickness  required, 
which  is  securely  tied  with  bass-wood  bark.  The 
haudlc  is  then  reduced  to  the  proper  nze  and  the 
sweeping  part  cut  off  even  at  tho  bottom.  This 
kind  of  broom  is  considered  the  best  sort  for  sta- 
bles, bams,  or  to  clean  the  yards  about  the  back 
doors  of  houses. 

Tho  Indian  baskets  are  made  from  the  wood  of 
the  black-a&li,  beaten  with  a  wooden  maul  till  the 
wood  readily  separates  in  rings  of  one  jearTs 
growth  from  the  other,  and  is  as  it  wore  stripped 
off  in  ribbons  from  one  to  two  inches  in  width  the 
whole  length  of  the  piece.  These  ribbons,  or 
stripes,  are  again  subdivided  to  any  thickness 
required,  dyed  of  various  colours,  and  put 
for  use. 


(INDIAN   MAXUPACTUHES.  46 

Tbey  use  the  bark  of  the  hemlock  pine  to  dye 
red,  indigo  for  blue,  and  the  inner  bark  of  tlie  root 
of  the  whitc-ash  for  yellow,  which,  when  mixed 
with  indigo,  forms  a  good  green.  Tlie  baskets 
made  of  the  wood  of  the  black-ash  arc  very  light 
and  pretty  ;  the  settlers"  wives  purchase  them  for 
Cftfnbaskets,  aud  tlic  larger  ones  to  keep  their 
lincQ  in  :  a  coarser  sort  is  used  by  the  farmers  for 
a  variety  of  purposes  ;  1  have  mode  many  a  one 
myself,  and  found  them  very  scr^'iccable. 

The  squaws  manufacture  the  birch  bark  into  a 
variety  of  articles,  such  as  baskets,  dishes,  hat  and 
work-boxes,  and  cradles,  some  of  which  are  cu- 
riously ornamented  with  porcupine  quills.  The 
making  of  these  things  aud  tanning  deer  skins, 
itJicr  with  their  household  or  wigwam  duties, 
istitute  their  chief  employment  when  iu  camp 

in  their  Tillages. 

In  their  hunting  and  trapping  excursions  it  is 
the  squaw's  duty  to  steer  the  canoe,  build  the 
wigwam,  and  sssist  in  skinning  the  varioiu)  ani- 
mals taken  iu  the  chase :  they  are  very  indus- 
trious— indeed  it  is  difficult  to  find  tbcm  unem- 
l4oyed. 

The  men  employ  themselves  in  bunting,  fishing, 
and  in  making  a  variety  of  hollow  ware  out  of  the 
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wooti  of  the  butternut  and  black  ash-knots,  sack 
as  troughs,  buttcr-ilislics,  bowls,  and  bum  shovels. 
They  make  but  a  poor  hand  at  can-ing,  though  I 
have  seen  some  stono  pipes  tolerably  well  done ; 
but  of  all  their  manufactures  I  consider  their 
canoes  to  be  the  most  ingenious. 
.  As  many  of  my  readers,  probably,  may  never 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  one  of  these 
canoes,  I  shall  endearour  to  describe  the  method 
of  constructing  them  by  the  Chippewa  and  Missis* 
sauga  tribes. 

The  bark  used  for  this  purpose  is  taken  &om 
the  wliitc  birch  (Betula  aU>a).  It  strips  readily 
from  the  tree  at  the  proper  season  :  the  thicker  the 
bark,  and  paler  in  the  colour,  the  better  it  is  for 
the  purpose.  The  bottom  of  the  canoe  should,  if 
posable,  be  of  one  entire  piece,  each  end  of  whicfa 
is  turned  up  from  the  sides  until  they  are  con- 
tractcd  to  a  sharp  point.  This  sudden  contraction 
of  tbc  bark,  to  form  the  ends  of  the  canoe,  gives 
the  centre  part  too  much  beam.  To  obviate  this 
difficulty,  incisions  of  a  foot  or  more  in  length 
are  made  from  the  outside  edge  towards  the 
centre  on  both  sides  of  the  canoe,  and  about  two 
feet  apart.  At  these  incisions,  wedge-shaped 
pieces  are  cut  out,  the  widest  part  of  the  wedge 
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being  towards  the  upper  edge  of  the  bark.    The 
.' edges  of  the  incisions  are  then  brought  together 
and  sewed    firmlj  ;    by  this  means  tho  proper 
shape  of  the  botttiiQ,  and  at  least  half  nay  up  tho 
sides,  is  obtained.  Pieces  of  bark  are  then  sewn  to 
the  upper  edgesof  the  bottom,  tucompleto  the  height 
of  thecanoc.  A  strong  knife  is  employed  to  trim  the 
upper  edge  of  the  bark  ready  for  the  false  gunnel, 
which  is  composed  of  two  thin  kths  of  cedar 
beot  round  the  inside  and  outside  of  the  upper 
edge  of  the  canoe,  from  stem  to  stem,  and  fasten- 
ed securely  at  both  ends.    These  under  or  false 
gunnels  tlius  firmly  secure,  between  them,  the 
upper  edge  of  the  bark.    The  canoe  is  now  placed 
on  its  bottom  iu  a  level  place,  the  sides  are  con- 
tracted to  the  proper  width,  and  stakes  driven 
into  the  ground  on  each  side  to  secure  it  in  its 
position.    Thin  latha  of  white  cedar,  not  more 
than  an  eighth  of  an  inch  thick,  and  from  three 
to  four  inches  wide,  shaved  very  smoothly,  are 
placed  length-wise,  inside  the  canoe,  of  which  it 
forms  the  lining.    Ribs  of  cedar,  lialf  an  inch 
thick  by  two  inches  in  width,  and  from  two  to 
three  inches  apart,  are  then  bent  into  tlic  canoe, 
tho  upper  ends  of  the  ribs  being  secured  between 
the  false  gunnels.    The  pressure  by  the  oksttcity 
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of  tbcsc  libs  forocs  the  bark  ioto  the  proper  fom, 
and  preveats  tlra  sides  from  collapsing.  Tbt 
upper  gunoel  is  now  firmly  placed  on  the  outwiri 
edges  of  the  false  ones,  either  with  oaUs.  acrew, 
or  wooden  pins.  Four  pieces  of  hard-wood  tiin- 
ber,  three  inches  wide  and  an  inch  thick,  called 
thwarts,  are  secured  firmly,  at  equal  distanoei, 
across  the  canoe  from  gunnel  to  gunnel,  thereby 
strengthening  and  cfiectuall}-  preventing  the  canoe 
from  spreading. 

The  roots  of  the  tamarac,  or  cedar,  arc  used  by 
the  Indians  for  sewing  the  seams  and  fixing  the 
thwarts  of  their  canoes,  wbicli  they  split  and 
scrape,  soaking  them  for  some  time  in  water  be- 
fore using  them-  A  preparation  of  cedar  or  pioe- 
gum,  mixed  with  pitch  or  resin,  is  run  ncaUy 
over  the  seams,  which  process  completes  the 
canoe. 

The  dug-out,  or  log-canoe,  in  general  use  by 
the  settlers,  is  derived  from  the  Indians,  who  still 
continue  to  construct  them.  These  canoes  are  of 
various  sizes  and  make,  and  some  of  them  exhibit 
rude  attempts  at  carving  on  the  bow  and  stent 
The  Utrgcst  I  ever  saw  of  this  kind  was  made 
out  of  a  pine-tree,  and  was  twenty-«x  feet  long, 
and  three  feet  uine  inches  beam.     I  assisted  to 
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finlood  a  schooner  with  her  on  Lake  I[uroiu  She 
would  eafflly  carry  uiuo  barrels  of  pork  and  four 
or  five  men  to  paddle  her.  Pine,  black  walnut, 
butternut,  and  basswood,  are  used  for  this  canoe, 
the  two  latter  arc  the  best  for  lightnvst;,  and  the 
wood  is  Dot  easily  split  by  exposure  to  the  sun. 
My  boys  and  I  have  made  canoes  of  this  sort  so 
light,  that  one  person  cuuld  easily  carry  one  of 
them  on  his  head  over  short  portages.  A  canoe 
of  this  kind  is  tlie  best  for  hunting  ducks,  be- 
cause the  wild  rice  and  rushes  make  no  noise 
adjust  its  side,  which  is  a  defect  in  the  bark 
canoe.  Besides,  the  birch-bark  canoe,  they  coa- 
struct  for  temporary  purposes,  a  ruder-built  one 
made  out  of  an  entire  roll  of  the  bark  of  the 
srwamp-clm,  which  is  merely  sown  up  at  both 
ends,  and  the  seanis  gummed.  Two  thwarts  are 
then  fastenetl  across  the  upper  edges  of  the  canoe, 
to  keep  the  bark  expanded  to  the  proper  width, 
.which  should  be  about  ttiree  feet  and  a  half  at 
least  in  tlic  centre.  These  canoes  ai-o  only  used 
to  descend  from  the  head-waters  of  rapid  streams 
which  would  be  apt  to  injure  the  more  elegant 
one  formed  of  the  fragile  birch  bark. 

The  Cliippewas,  near  Goderich,  are  the  only 
Indians  I  ever  saw  use  the  elm-canoe.    The  .Moit- 
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land  is  too  rapid  to  ascend,  and  as  the  Indians 
extend  their  hunting  excursions  to  the  head- 
waters, and  oven  beyond,  they  find  the  distance 
is  too  great  to  carrj-  their  canoes,  consequently,  as 
soon  as  their  spring  Imnt  is  finished,  and  theirf 
sugar  season  is  over,  they  construct  the  temporary 
canoes  above-mentioned,  which  they  load  with  the 
product  of  the  chase,  baskets  of  sugar,  traps,  4c^ 
and  boldly  descend  the  most  rapid  streams  which  _ 
flow  into  Lake  Huron  with  their  freight.  1 

These  canoes  arc  very  ably  managed  both  by  | 
the  male  and  female  Indian,  though  the  squaw 
generally  fills  an  office  rather  opposed  to  our 
nautical  notions,  for  she  is  alimtst  invariably  the 
steersman ;  and,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  per- 
forms her  duty  admirably  well.  In  running  dowB 
a  rapid  whore  tliere  is  much  swell,  thoy  turn  the 
bow  of  the  canoe  a  little  sideways,  which  causn 
it  to  ride  over  the  waves  without  shipping  M 
nmch  water  as  it  would  if  it  ran  straight  throng 
the  swell. 


i 


The  Indian  canoe  is  admirably  adapted  for  the 
purposes  for  which  it  is  designed,  being  so  light 
that  a  mau  or  squaw  can  carry  it  for  miles  ovih 
the  roughest  portages.     Great  care,  however,  is 
necessary    in  descending    rapids,  for    the    least, 


J 


BAKK   CANOE. 


51 


gmtc  OQ  the  rock  is  apt  to  rend  tbc  birch-bark; 
therefore  the  Indians  always  provide  thctDsclvee 
tnth  a  pan  of  gum  and  a  roll  of  bark  in  order  to 
repair  such  accident^  should  Ihcy  occur. 

The  bark  canoe  is  elegant  in  its  structure,  and 
ats  lightly  on  the  water.  Some  people  think 
them  unsafe  ;  and  so  they  arc  to  those  unaccus- 
tomed to  Ihem,  but  to  those  who  understand  their 
management,  there  is  uo  safer  craft,  especially 
when  laden. 

Some  of  the  bark  canoes  used  by  tlic  Hudson 
Bay  Company  are  very  large,  and  capable  of  liold- 
ing  a  good  many  men  and  a  considerable  weight 
of  merchandise.  The  hu^est  I  ever  saw-crossed 
Lake  Huron  from  Saginaw  Bay  with  a  party  of 
twenty-five  Indians  and  some  bales  of  fur.  The 
iDOining  was  foggy  when  they  entered  the  harbour, 
and  from  her  carrying  topsails  I  mistook  her  at 
first  for  a  small  schooner ;  I  was  therefore  greatly 
surprised  when,  on  their  approaching  the  wharf. 
I  found  out  my  mistake.  They  had  an  ingenious 
contrivance,  which  enabled  them  to  hoist  both 
main  and  topsails  at  the  same  time,  and  lower 
tbero  instantaneously;  agood  precaution  in  squally 
weather. 

It  is  very  seldom  you  hoar  of  accidents  occur* 
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ring  by  the  upsetting  of  these  canoes.  Their  crews, 
too,  are  expert  in  the  river  for  this  navigauon. 
Besides  this,  they  seldom  venture  out  of  sight  of 
land  on  the  great  lakes,  unless  there  is  every  pro- 
spect of  a  continuance  of  fine  weather,  of  which 
they  are  excellent  judges. 

The  birch-bark  is  almost  invaluable  to  the 
Indian.  It  furnishes  him  material  not  only  for 
his  canoes,  but  also  for  a  variety  of  domestic  and 
oniauieutal  articles.  It  affords  him  shelter  from 
the  fury  of  the  thunderstorm  as  well  as  the 
winter  snows,  and  forms  his  protection  from  the 
scorching  summer  sun  and  the  night>dow6  of 
heaven,  while  hy  tjie  brilliant  light  of  the  birch- 
bark  torch,  fixed  in  a  cleft  stick  in  the  bow  of 
bis  canoe,  he  is  enabled  to  spear  with  unerring 
aim  the  swift  maskinongi. 

The  bark  of  the  birch-tree  is  about  the  eighth 
of  an  inch  in  thickness,  but  it  has  the  property 
of  being  eaaly  separated  into  leaves  not  thicker 
than  paper,  for  which  it  is  sometimes  u^  as 
a  substitute,  answering  the  purpose  tolerably 
well  if  a  black-lead  pencil  be  used  instead  of 
pen  and  ink.  Indeed,  I  have  often  received 
letters  written  to  me  by  the  Indians  upon  this 
material. 
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The  squaws  have  a  curious  method  of  fonning 
jiattcrnB  upon  this  bark  with  their  teeth,  pro- 
ducing very  elegant  and  elaborate  designs.  Tbojr 
double  a  strip  of  bark  many  times  into  angles, 
which  tlicy  bite  at  the  sliarp  corners  in  various 
forms.  Upon  the  piece  being  unfolded,  the  pat- 
tern appears,  vrhich  is  generally  filled  in  very 
ingcuiously  with  beads  and  coloured  porcupine 
quills,  llie  squaws  perform  this  work  in  the 
dark  quite  as  well  as  in  the  daylight. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


*4U*TIC  VKOPSKSIIIXS  «r  TRB  INDIANS.  — IKDtlJ>  aVHTINO-nim 

—  nuswixn   or   pottrry.  —  riT   DMoorERGii    at  KASfiif> 

—  ttCOIAK    nrtlTBRS. — CltRIODS   ORATtOK  Of   tM    INDlJkV  CHIT 

tKrxncRKtKii  nv  lonn  cot. — jiativk  ikdum  rnEicRitii,  ram 
Mdas— 4IIS  tvtctsa.  —  rnocnxsa  or  rax  iki>ijikii  tsi  HbPiM 

*ll|>   WRITIKU. — tSBUM   OBATDST. —  HABEt   OITBH   HV    mnt  TO 
THB  ENOLISB  »BTTl,Grjl.— PBTKK   nOODK    HAKH   A    BAD    Il«a0jl» 

roH   JovLER. — noon   at   pbbr.  —  innuN   dikcb,  —  oAn«ni 

nXOROt  KIBItOOW. —  IN'DtAK    ni;ltl..— ISOIAXS   AT    BVBMIMa  S»- 

v:cK.  —  iKDUK  iiiisp:talitt  and  GtA-xaoBirT  TO  lar  PinaK- 

TKU.— I'Ol'lJl.ATCOB    A.IU    rLiCIl   OF    lIGioHl. —  HL'IUAIaPLACB  tt 
TUB     Clllri'EWU     AND     KIUIWIDUAS.  —  OUIK      KtrtSD     NT    A 

i-HRBMOLooitrr. — oBfoLKTB  iNDUH  mriTAL. — BBUsr  in  u- 
HOBTAt-m  or  THB  MVL  AMD  THE  ruoD. 

Tne  Indians,  men,  woniou,  and  children,  are 
excellent  swimmers  and  divers.  Indeed,  during 
the  hot  months  the  cliildren  are  continuallj  in 
the  water,  splashing  and  swimming  about  tike  a 
flock  of  wild  ducks.  I  remember  oaoe  s,ecing  an 
Indian,  named  Bill  Crane,  dive  across  a  mill-pond, 
which  I  am  sure  was  full  axty  yards  in  width ; 
and  from  the  ease  with  whicli  he  accomplished  this 
feat,  I  am  sure  he  could  have  gone  some  yards 
fiirther.    I  do  not  know  if  the  squaws  are  equally 
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apcrt,  as  I  have  never  liad  tlic  pleaaure  of  see- 
ing them  make  tbe  expeiiment,  though  I  have 
no  doubt  they  can  swim  well.  • 

In  this  port  of  the  country  there  are  few  re- 
mains of  Indian  aotiquities ;  but  I  Iiave  sometimes 
found  piccc5  of  a  coarse  kind  of  pottery  in  the 
bottom  of  springs  near  which  it  is  most  probable 
the  Indians  had  been  in  the  habit  of  camping  for 
the  sake  of  good  water. 

A  few  years  ago  a  settler  in  the  townsliip  of 
Manvers,  discovered  a  circular  hollow,  ten  or 
twelve  feet  deep,  and  twenty-five  or  thirty  ia 
drcumfcrcucc.  Nearly  at  the  bottom  of  t}tis 
place  a  line  basswood-tree  was  growing,  which, 
from  the  number  of  rings,  must  have  been  more 
than  one  hundred  and  Hfty  years  old.  Upon 
opening  the  pit  no  less  than  one  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  human  skulU  were  found.  As  this 
spot  ia  not  very  far  from  the  Scugog  Lake,  it  a 
more  than  propable  that  some  great  battle  had 
been  fought  on  this  spot  between  some  hostile 
Indian  tribes. 

On  the  late  Major  Anderson's  farm  on  Rice 
Lake,  near  the  debouche  of  the  Otonabcc  river, 
there  are  several  targe  mounds,  or  tumuli,  whicli 
arc  said  to  be  the  burial-places  of  those  Indians, 
who  fell  io  a  great  battle  between  the  Mohawks 


INDIAN  HUNTEnS. 

and  Muisissaugas.  in  which  the  former  were  de-] 
foatcd  with  great  slaughter. 

*I  was  down  at  the  store-house  near  tlic  harbour 
one  afternoon,  when  a  party  of  Chippewa  Indians 
landed  with  no  less  than  five  Urge  bears  they  bad 
killed  witliin  tlic  week.  As  soon  &a  the  news 
spread,  nearly  all  the  population  of  Goderich  came 
down  to  see  the  "critters,"  as  the  Yankees  call 
every  beast  larger  than  a  cat. 

For  the  last  month  the  inhabitants  liad  been 
living  principally  upon  salt  pork,  so  that  the 
sight  of  so  much  fresh  meat  made  us  look  for- 
ward to  a  rich  treat,  consequently  the  poor 
Indians  were  beset  on  every  side,  begging  for  a 
piece  in  such  Indian  words  as  couM  he  mustered 
for  tlic  occasion. 

"  I  say,  Nitchie,*  cannot  you  spare  me  a  ham!" 
exclaims  one  of  tlie  most  modest  of  our  towns- 
men. He  might  as  well  have  asked  for  a  whole 
bruin  at  once. 

"  Tiya  !"t  exclaims  in  answer  the  Indian  chief, 
a  fine  weather-beaten  old  warrior,  who  wore  a 
largo  silver  medal,  bearing  the  effigy  of  our  late 
good  sovereign,  George  the  Tiiird,  which  had  been 
bestowed  upon  him  for  his  gallant  conduct,  and 

*  Thin  wnril  •ig-utfimauliidiiin.  NttchitMiurbiciutBnsinjF  friend. 
+  An  ciclamwion  i>(  torpriso  or  wondvr. 
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rthe  hrinourablc  wouuds  received  in  the  last  war 
with  Hie  United  States  of  America. 
"  I  say,  old  fellow,  won't  you  give  me  a  piece? 
I  am  very  buckata,"*  remarked  a  second. 

"Pah  mah  cavahbetch,"t  said  the  old  cbief. 
But  at  length  quite  wearied  by  their  importunities, 
ho  stepped  upon  the  carcase  of  the  largest  bear, 
and  waving  his  hand  in  the  most  graceful  manner 
to  command  the  attention  of  his  greedy  audience, 
he  commenced,  in  lus  own  soft  fiowing  language, 
a  most  animated  oration.  First,  pointing  to  tlie 
'bears  lying  at  his  feet,  then  to  us,  and  then  again 
suddenly  turning  round,  lie  extended  his  arm  in  ihc 
direction  of  some  cows  and  oxen  belonging  to  the 
aettlers,  which  were  quietly  grazing  in  the  distance. 

As  soon  as  he  had  concluded  his  harangue,  his 
place  was  immediately  supplied  by  John  Got,  a 
French  Canadian,  who  evidently  could  claim  a 
sprinkling  of  Indian  blood  in  his  own  veins. 

"John,  what  did  he  say?"  exclaimed  twenty 
voices  at  once. 

"He said,"  answered  John,  "that  Indian  veiy 
great  hunter,  kill  plenty  bear  and  deer — white  man 
kill  beef.  Sometimes  Indian  very  hungry,  he  see 
his  white  brother  kill  an  ox,  he  asks  him  for  a 
piece,  he  says, '  No,  go  away ;  by  and  by  give  you 

*  TlkC  Indiwi  vord  for  hungrjr.         t  B;  koU  by,  perhk[it. 
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the  pauncli,  plenty  good  enough  for  blackguard 
Indian.'  If  Indian  kill  a  bear,  white  man  say '  yon 
very  good  man,  you  my  fiiend,  give  rac  piece.* 
Indian  great  hunter  he  no  tell  his  brothers  to  vait 
for  the  paunch,  hut  gives  them  a  leg,  or  some  good 
piece." 

Accordingly,  one  of  the  huge  beasts  was  imme- 
diately Hayed  and  divided  amongst  the  appUcanis 
for  bear-meat,  who  in  the  end  payed  double  Um 
value  of  it,  in  one  shape  or  another. 

If  an  Indian  makes  a  present,  it  is  always  ex* 
pected  that  one  equally  valuable  should  he  given 
in  return,  no  matter  what  you  give  them,  or  how 
valuable  or  rich  the  present,  they  seldom  betray 
the  least  emotion  or  appearance  of  gratitude,  it 
lH;iiig  considered  beneath  the  dignity  of  a  red  man 
ty  betray  his  feelings.  For  all  this  seeming  ia- 
difference,  they  are  in  reality  as  grateful,  and, ! 
believe,  even  more  so  than  our  own  peasantiy. 
Indeed,  I  could  cite  many  instances  of  their  kind- 
ness to  prove  this  assertion. 

To  the  best  of  ray  recollection,  it  was  in  the 
autumn  of  1 830,  that  the  Indian  missionary,  Peter 
Jones,  visited  the  Chippewas  (who  were  at  that 
lime  encamped  on  their  old  and  favourite  ground, 
between  Goderich  harbour  and  I^ake  Huron),  with 
tlie  intention  of  preaching  the  gospel  amongst 
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tb«m.  He  sta}rod  all  niglit  at  my  house,  aod  tbc 
oext  morning,  being  the  Sabbath,  he  preached  to 
H  Urgb  congregation  of  his  red  and  white  brethren. 

BuBermoa  was  delivered  extempore,  and,  in  luy 
cflnioD,  mts  both  eloquent  and  instructive.  He 
addressed  the  assembly  lirst  in  English,  and  then 
ia  his  native  tongue. 

The  Indiana  Uatcned  to  him  with  the  dGct>est 
attention,  while  he  set  forth,  in  the  most  forcible 
manner,  the  sin  of  drunkenness.  He  told  them 
"  that  Jesus  Christ  came  to  save  the  red  iimu  as 
well  as  the  white,  and  earnestly  entreated  them  to 
repent  of  their  sins,  and  bo  saved  through  Him." 
His  similes  were  beautiful  and  welt  chosen ;  his 
langoage  powerful  and  impressive.  At  the  con- 
elosioa  of  bis  dLsoourse  he  gave  out  a  hymn  in  the 
Chippewa  tongue,  in  which  ho  was  joined  by  the 
Indians  present,  who  all  have  excellent  ears  for 
music;  indeed  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  one 
who  has  not.  The  squaws  sing  very  sweetly,  and 
much  more  naturally  than  the  over-strained  voices 
of  many  of  our  &ir  contatriccs  in  Old  England  and 
the  colonies. 

Much  praise  is  due  to  Fetor  Jones  for  his  untir- 
ing energj-  and  perseverance  in  this  good  work. 
To  him  and  the  Methodist  missionaries  is  the  merit 
of  having  converted  these  poor  benighted  creatures 
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justly  .due,  a  noble  monument  of  Christian  bene- 
volence and  love.  The  Rev.  J.  GUmour,  the  Bap- 
tist minister  at  Fetcrborougli.  Ims  also  done  mudi 
to  ameliorate  both  the  temporal  and  spiritual 
welfare  of  tlic  Mississaugas  in  that  neighbourhood. 

Since  my  long  residence  in  Canada  West,  I  have 
only  heard  of  one  case  of  murder  amongst  the  In- 
dians, and  tliis  occurred  long  before  their  conver- 
sion. I  knew  the  man  well.  His  name  was  lied- 
ford.  He  was  joalous  of  his  wife,  and  under  the 
excitement  of  drink  shot  her  dead  in  the  camp. 
Some  years  after  this  tragical  event  I  spoke  to  him 
on  the  subject,  when  he  expressed  much  contri- 
tion, and  said,  "  Indian  vcrv  bad  man  then — drink 
too  much  fire-water;  Indian  hear  gospel  preach, 
now  letter  man."  Indeed  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  has  wrought 
mightily  among  them  for  their  moral  regeneration. 

I  consider  the  intellect  of  the  Indian  abovo 
mediocrity — that  is,  if  you  compare  him  with  the 
uneducated  peasantry  of  other  lands.  They  learn 
to  read  and  write  well,  and  quickly ;  and  they 
have  decided  talents  for  music  and  drawing.  1 
have  often  seen  an  Indian  construct  a  vciy  cor- 
rect map,  with  the  rivers  and  hikes  delineated 
witli  great  exactness. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  tliat  the  Indians,  who 
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itunUIy  taciturn,  excel  in  oratory.  They 
leak  wcH  on  auy  public  occasion,  without  cmbar- 
jjpmcnt,  and  without  previous  study.  Their  lan- 
mge  is  beautifi.ll  and  appropriate,  and  often 
orklcs  with  the  richest  imagery.  Their  gonoral 
sportment  is  grave,  dignified,  and  reserved. 
ut  when  once  you  win  their  confidence  they 
pen  themselves  out  to  you,  and  the  coldness  of 
leir  manner  disappears. 

Daring  the  winter  of  1834,  three  families  of  the 
lisassaugas  built  a  targe  wigwam  on  my  farm  on 
point  at  the  foot  of  Kaw-cho-wah-uoonk  Lake, 
nd  took  up  their  winter  residence  in  it.  I  often 
aed  to  go  down  to  their  camp  on  an  evening,  ao- 
ompanicd  by  some  of  the  members  of  my  family 
nd  a  young  gentleman  named  Bird,  who  was 
laying  at  my  hou^e.  When  payiug  Uiese  visits  I 
eldom  went  empty-handed :  a  few  potatoes  or 
Token  victuals  of  any  sort  were  always  tliank- 
uUy  received. 

As  soon  as  we  entered  the  wigwam  they  imme- 
iately  made  room  for  us  on  the  blanket  beside 
bcm.  During  these  visits  I  often  talked  to  them 
f  tfaeir  brethren,  the  Chippewas,  whom  they 
cknowledged  to  be  the  head  of  their  tribe.  This 
ecmcd  to  please  them  greatly  and,  I  suppose  by 
ray  of  compliment,  they  gave  me  the  name  of 
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Chippewa,  by  which  I  am  as  well  kaown  in  the 
section  of  the  country  in  which  I  reside  as  by  mj 
legitimate  name,  time-houourcd  though  it  be. 

They  are  very  fond  of  giving  names  to  thi 
fiicnds  and  acquaintances.  Generally  speaking, 
it  is  only  the  Indian  rendering  of  the  name  yuu 
bear,  or  of  some  particular  employment  you  follow. 
For  instance,  my  friend,  Mr.  Bird,  thoy  calli 
Penashic,  which  signifies  a  bird.  My  brothcr-ui- 
law,  Gapt.  Hoodie,  they  named  Tewagan,  meaning 
a  drummer.  lie,  too,  played  beautifull}'  on  the 
flute,  an  instrument  for  which  they  had  no  Indian 
name,  I  believe  their  only  one  being  a  curious 
kind  of  drum,  which  they  beat  with  one  stick. 
producing  a  most  monotonous  sound.  >ly  brother- 
in-law's  name  being  Reid,  they  called  him  Ekin- 
dermink,  which  means  to  read.  My  father-in- 
law's  name,  which  was  Robert  Rcid,  it  puzzled 
I  them  to  translate.  They  had  no  Indian  word  foi 
Robert.  But  one  day,  after  talking  for  some 
time  to  one  another  in  their  own  language,  the; 
suddenly  burst  into  an  uncontrollable  fit  of 
laughter,  a  very  unusual  thing  for  such  gran 
people.  On  my  requesting  an  explanation  of  tlieii 
mirth,  one  of  them  replied  apologetically,  "  That 
they  wore  only  laughing  at  the  name  they  haJ 
just  invented  for  Robert  Reid." 
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"  Well,  what  is  it  1"  Hcmonded;  "lot  mo  hear  it" 

*'  Wab-pous  Elundontunk."  replied  one  of  my 
red  brethren. 

'*  Praj  what  is  the  meaning  of  Wah-pous  Ekin- 
dennink  ? "  was  my  rejoinder. 

"It  means  Rabbit  Reid.  Rabbit  Is  as  near 
Robert  as  wc  can  find,"  and  then  the;  again 
laughed,  in  which  I  heartily  joined. 

My  eldest  daughter,  who  was  an  especial 
broorite,  they  named  OpcDcgecsacook,  signifying 
in  their  dialect,  a  "  fine  day,  every  day  for  ever." 
No  doubt  this  was  intended  as  a  great  compli- 
ment, which  was  duly  acknowledged  in  the  shape 
of  cocosh*  and  nappanee.f 

The  only  game  I  ever  ubservod  them  play  in 
their  camp  ia  very  simiUir  to  our  well-known 
game  of  cap  and  ball.  Instead,  however,  of 
catching  a  single  ball  on  a  point  as  we  do,  they 
have  tea  little  bone  cups,  about  the  size  of  thim- 
bles without  bottoms.  These  cups  are  fastened 
to  one  another  with  a  string,  sufiiciently  loose  to 
allow  one  cup  fitting  easily  into  the  next,  and  so 
on  throughout  the  whole  .sot.  A  piece  of  string 
about  a  foot  long  is  fastened  from  the  cups  to  the 
centre  of  a  sharp-pointed  piece  of  wood  eight  or 
ten  inches  long.  This  stick  is  held  with  the 
•  PuA.  f  Flour. 
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String  over  the  fingtsr  exactly  in  the  same  maiuier 
a£  tlic  cup  and  ball.  The  cups  are  jerked  up  and 
as  many  as  possible  caught  on  the  pointed  stick ; 
a  smart  hand  will  often  catch  the  whole  ten  at 
once.  I.  have  seen  some  Indians  so  expert  as  to 
catch  them  so  three  or  four  times  running.  During 
some  of  our  evening  visits  to  their  camp  ih' 
used  to  ask  us  tu  joiu  tliem  in  this  amusement. 

The  two  oldest  Indians  in  the  wigwam  selec 
the  parties  who  were  to  form  the  opposing  sides, 
whichever  side  marked  a  hundred  first  being  the 
winner  of  the  game.     The  pUiyors  sit  round  tlie 
fire  in  a  circle,  each  person  throwing  the  cu 
in  turn.     Every  cup  caught  on  the  stick  coon; 
one;    but  if  the  whole  ten  arc  secured   thi 
count  twenty.    We  used  to  enjoy  the  amusemenl 
greatly,  and  the  Indians  especially  delighted  ia 
the  failures  we  made.     Every  time  one  of  our 
party  missed  the  cups  they  laughed  immoderately 
at  our  want  of  skill. 

They  enjoy  a  joke  amazingly,  even  thi 
it  should  raise  a  laugh  against  themselves. 
Young  Rowtandson,  a  neighbour  of  mine,  offer- 
ing old  Peter  Nogan  a  hound  called  Jowler  for 
sale,  the  Indian  asked  him  '*  If  he  were  good 
deer,"  meaning  of  course  would  he  hunt  thenk 
Rowlaadsou  replied,  "  Oh,  yes,  ho  is  a  first-itto 
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feli«w  for  deer."  Upon  wliicli  recommendation 
Peter  was  induced  to  purchase  the  dog ;  the 
price  agreed  on  between  them  being  two  pair  of 
mocassins  atid  a  liaunch  of  the  first  doer  killed  by 
Jowler's  aid. 

Thti  next  day  being  fixed  upon  to  try  this 
paragon  of  deer-hounds,  a  fine  buck  was  started 
and  ran  to  the  water  where  it  was  ultimately 
sliot  by  young  John  Nogan,  Peter's  son.  Jowlcr, 
however,  was  quite  guiltless  of  his  death,  for  after 
running  a  few  hundred  yards  on  the  track  he  gave 
up  and  let  Music,  Peter's  other  hound,  have  all 
the  gloiy  of  the  cliase  to  himself,  to  the  no  small 
mortification  of  my  friend,  who  found  ho  had 
made  a  bad  bargain  with  Rowtandson. 

When  he  saw  Rowlandson  at  the  camp  in  the 
evening  ho  upbraided  him  with  selling  him  such 
a  useless  animal,  and  one  that  was  evidently 
"  no  good  for  deer."  Just  as  Peter  was  making 
tbiji  complaint,  Rowlandson  chanced  to  cast  his 
eyes  in  Uio  direction  of  the  slaughtered  buck, 
which  was  hanging  up  at  the  farther  end  of  the 
wigwam,  where  he  espied  master  Jowler  quietly 
I  nuking  his  supper  off  the  shoulder  of  the  beast. 
I  "  There,  Peter,  did  1  not  tell  you  he  was  firsb- 
^B|ate  for  deer;  only  see  how  he  is  tucking  the 
^^venison  into  him ;  arc  you  satisfied  now  t " 
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This  sally  was  too  much,  even  for  the  gravitj 
of  poor  Peter,  who  laughed  as  loud  and  as  long 
as  &ny  one  in  tlic  wigwam,  especially  when  I  told 
him  he  via$  perfectly  safe  from  being  called  upon 
to  pay  the  haunch.  I  also  induced  Kowlandson 
to  return  to  the  poor  fellow  one  pair  of  the  mo- 
casuQS. 

Many  of  the  old  Indian  customs  have  become 
obsolete,  those  tjibcs  who  have  embraced  Chris- 
tianity having  given  them  up  from  motives  of  con- 
science, while  even  thoa-  who  are  still  heathen, 
gradually  approximate  nearer  to  the  mauneis  of 
the  white  man,  either  from  motives  of  policy  or 
pride.  I  once,  and  only  once,  had  au  opportunity 
of  witnessing  the  national  dance,  which  probdblj 
n-as  the  ancient  war-dnnce  once  peculiar  to  the 
native  Indian  tribes  throughout  Xorth  America. 
Some  years  ago,  during  the  first  settlement  of 
Peterborough,  I  witnessed  this  curious  dance  per* 
formed  by  the  Indians,  who  had  assembled  oppo- 
site one  of  the  government  store-houses,  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  their  annual  presents. 

It  was  on  a  lonely  evening  early  in  September, 
the  most  beautiful  month  of  the  Canadian  year. 
The  place  chosen  by  tlicse  children  of  tlie  forest  for 
their  night  bivouac  was  then  one  of  the  sweetest 
spots  to  bo  found  for  miles,  and  had  been  fur 
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years  their  most  favourite  camping-ground.  Se- 
veral hundred  acres  of  open  plain  were  dotted 
here  and  there  with  clumps  of  oak  and  pine.  In 
the  spring  of  the  year  these  openings  were  gay 
with  wild  flowers.  Amongst  the  lirst  to  show 
their  varied  beauties  might  be  seen  the  red, 
white  and  blue  liepaticas,  or  liverwort,  tlic  white 
and  yellow  violet,  and  many  others  indigenous  to 
the  country.  Later  in  the  season,  the  cardinal- 
plant,  lobelia,*  lupin,  and  tiger-lily,  and  a  provi- 
sion of  6owcry  gems  lent  their  aid  to  adorn  the 
cliarmiug  scenery  of  this  sylvan  spot. 

This  natural  park  lies  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
Otonabce  river,  and  at  the  head  of  the  naviga- 
tion, surrounded  on  the  nortli  and  west  by  gently 
sloping  hills  of  moderate  height.  Through  a  nar- 
row valley  between  those  hills  rushes  a  fine  mill- 
stream,  which,  after  meandering  through  tlie  plain, 
EiUls  into  the  Otonabec,  opposite  an  cxpanson  of 
the  river  called  the  Little  Lake.  Between  this 
stream  and  the  Otooabee  the  flourisliing  town 
of  Peterborough  is  now  built,  this  once  charming 
spot  being  nearly  covered  over  with  the  abodes  of 
those  who  left  their  native  land  beyond  the  brood 
Atlantic,  to  found  a  name  and  a  new  home  in  this 

*  Tliiit  pUnt  KTowii  wild  in  ilic  w\>aA(,  ospfciilly  in  damp 
pl>on.     It  i*  u*cd  cxtcniirrly  unong  i>ic  •ctilcra  an  an  omclic 
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highly-favoured  country,  and,   I  might  add,  to  ' 
help  to  fulfil  the  great  destinies  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  race. 

Upon  a  green  hank,  tweuty  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  bright  waters  of  the  Olanabec  the  camp- 
fires  of  the  Indians  blazed,  cheerily  throwing  loug 
lines  of  silvery  light  through  the  arched  vistas  of 
oak  aud  pine,  and  casting  a  redder  glare  on  the 
swarthy  countenances  of  the  sons  and  daughters 
of  the  soil. 

It  is  sad  to  think  that  thousands  of  these  in- 
terefjting  people  have  fallen  victims  to  intempe- 
rance. On  whom,  I  ask,  will  the  punishment 
fall  t  on  the  ignorant  red  savage  or  on  tk 
tutored  white  one,  who,  for  the  sake  of  gain,  hatm 
caused  thousands  to  perisli,  aud  entailed  upd' 
the  rising  generation  diseases  originating  in  thi 
drunken  habits  of  their  fathers  t 

I  have  said  that  consumption,  before  almoft 
unknown  amongst  the   Indians,   is  silently  bul 
surely  doing  its  work,  so  tliat  in  a  few  years  these 
original  possessors  of  the  soil  will  only  bo  as 
people  that  were. 

But  to  return  to  my  story.    Upwards  of  a  hi 
drcd  Indians  with  their  papouses  were  asscmbli 
on  this  occasion.     Their  presents  had  been  dii 
tributed  during  the  day,  and  already  had 
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crs,  like  a  hungrr  set  of  sharks,  poasMsed 
lemselves  of  many  a  good  blanket,  for  which  they 
id  their  Tictima,  by  way  of  barter,  a  villanous 
impound,  yclept  New  England  rum,  or,  aa  the 
ians  call  it,  skitanahbo.*  No  wonder,  then, 
that  I  found  them  in  a  state  fast  verging  on 
intoxication.  Both  men  ami  Bfjuaws  were  fright- 
fiiUy  painted.  The  squaws  had  decorated  their 
|iersons  with  the  finery  they  had  just  received ; 
aecklaces  of  many-coloured  beads,  armlets,  brace- 
lets, and  large  silver  brooclies  were  the  most  con- 
siucuouK  of  these  ornaments.  I  dare  say  the  poor 
creatures  fancied  them-selves  as  baudsomety  and 
&sl)ionably  dressed  as  the  belles  of  our  London 
drawing-rooms. 

Mr.  R ,  one  of  the  traders  wlio  appeared 

to  have  considerable  authority  amongst  them. 
rcf|uefttod  thorn  to  perform  their  war-dance  for 
the  amusement  of  the  bystanders.  Had  they 
been  sober,  they  would  have  treated  the  request 
with  scorn,  for  they  dislike  to  be  made  a  public 
spectacle  of.  But  all  native  pride  gave  way  be- 
fore the  promise  of  more  spirits. 

A  number  of  the  Indians  then  formed  thcm- 
selvos  into  a  circle,  each  person  facing  the  back 
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*  I  write  tliii)  worij  as  I'luDuunccJ  bjr  llitr  Indian*,  bul  uniioi 
■iwwcr  for  rh*  untingreplif 
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of  the  man  before  liim.  Every  one.  was 
with  either  sword,  tnniahawk  or  club, 
equipped,  tlioy  begaa  to  dance  round  in  a  circH 
following  one  another,  brandishing  from  time  lo 
time  their  weapons,  and  uttering  every  now  and 
then  a  guttural  exclamation,  roiiombling  the  word 
"  how-cy,"  prolonging  the  sound  on  the  last  syl- 
lable. The  tewagan,  or  drummer,  stood  in  the 
centre  of  the  circle,  and  beat  time  manfully  upon 
that  odd-looking  kind  of  instrument  with  onlj 
one  bead,  yclept  an  Indian  drum. 

The  motion  of  the  dancers  was  at  first  slow, 
but  gradually    grew   more    animated,    until  at 
length  the  dancers  became  greatly  excited,  whoop- 
ing aud  yelling  at  a  furious  rate.     TliLi  vi<deiU, 
exercise  continued  for  some  time,  when  the 
march  recommenced,  which  terminated  the  si) 
gular    performance.      Happily,    this 
custom  has  become  obsolete-    Peace  and 
tianity  have  driven  it  from  the  land. 

When  the  first  attempts  were  made  to  indi 
the  Indians  to  give  up  their  intemperate  hi 
some  of  the  oldest  and  most  habitual  drinki 
were  long  before  they  could  bo  prevailed  uj 
to  do  so.    I  remember  particularly  two  Ci 

*  Pun  of  ti-M-  ftlisiisaaiigii  trilic  :  colUil  Cci'ilil  In<luui>,  . 
lliclr  village  at  ihc  moulli  uf  [he  riier  Credit,  Iwcntv  iuU«c 
of  Toronla. 
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Indians,  who  trere  notorious  drunkards,  and  long 
xeSLSted  any  attemptt!  made  for  their  temporal 
or  ^iritual  roguucration.  Old  George  Kislicow, 
or  Captain  George,  as  he  was  generally  called, 
and  old  Johnson,  were  the  two  wlio  made  such  a 
stand  against  sobriety  and  rt'ligiou.  The  favourite 
camping  ground  was  Darlington  and  Wbitby> 

One  day  there  was  a  meeting  held  at  a  school- 
house  in  the  latter  township,  at  which  an  itine- 
raoc  minister  was  preaching.  In  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  several  fiimllios  of  the  Credit  In- 
di&DS  were  encamped,  amongst  whom  was  our 
friend  Captain  George,  who  was  persuaded  to 
attend  the  tnuctiug,  in  company  with  his  red  bre- 
thren. He  took  his  station  close  to  the  minister, 
who  thought  it  was  an  excellent  opportunity  "  to 
convert  him  from  the  error  of  his  ways."  In  the 
midst  of  a  powerful  appeal  to  his  uncivilized 
audience,  upon  wliom  he  hoped  he  had  made  a 
suitable  impression,  the  preacher  laid  his  hand  on 
old  George,  and  said,  "  Brother,  have  you  reli- 
gion ?•' 

"  Oh  yes,"  replied  the  Captain,  "  me  got  him 
bore,  won't  you  have  some  t"  at  the  same  time 
producing  a  flask  of  whiskey  from  the  pocket  of 
his  blanket-coat,  which  ho  handed,  with  the  ut- 
most gravity,  to  the  astonished  minister.    This 


CAPTAIN  OBORGE'S  W00<JD. 

was  too  ludicrous  creu  for  tbc  most  serious  it 
suppress  a  smile. 

Captain  Goorgo  fought  on  tlic  udc  uf  tbe  Dti- 
tiah  during  the  last  American  War,  and  rcceirri 
a  bayonet-wound  just  below  the  chest,  but,  ludcflj 
for  hini,  in  a  slanting  direction.  He  showed  mc 
the  scar,  and  when  1  asked  him  the  particular!, 
he  told  me  that  he  and  sumo  other  Indians 
were  surrouudud  by  a  party  of  Americans,  and 
that  whilst  endeavouring  to  break  his  way 
through  them  he  received  the  wound  before- 
mentioned. 

"  But,"  said  he,  and  his  eyes  flashed  as  he 
spoke,  "  I  throw  my  tomahawk,  Yankee  do  this ;" 
then  he  tlircw  uji  both  his  hands  above  his  bead, 

I  rolled  his  eyes  furiously,  and  staggered  back- 
wards, imitating  the  fall  of  a  dying  man,  and  ex- 
claiming at  the  same  time,  with  much  excite- 
ment, "  I  kill  him." 
It  is  considered  rather  an  unusual  occurrence 
for  an  Indian  woman  to  produce  two  children  at 
one  birth.  Unfortunately,  Captain  George's  squaw 
proved  an  exception  to  tbe  general  rule,  to  hit 
great  annojrance.  In  this  difficulty,  ho  came  to 
the  house  of  my  father-in-law,  and  very  gene- 
rously offered  to  make  him  a  present  of  a  fine 
male  papouse. 
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"  Mc  got  one  too  m&Qj  ttiis  moroing — no  nap- 
paoee — my  squaw  very  bucfcata." 

CoIOQoI  Roid  tlianked  the  Captain  for  his  po- 
lite ofier,  but  at  the  same  time  "  a&sured  hira 
that  lie  was  iiuite  over-stocked,  for  he  had  ten  of 
his  ovra,  which  sometimes  he  thought  nine  too 
manj."  He,  however,  kindly  gave  him  the  re- 
quired flour  and  some  other  necessaries  for  the 
fing-in  lady.  It  appears  from  Charlevoix,  that 
;  was  considered  among  the  Indians  very  disgraoe- 
fol  to  be  the  parents  of  twins,  one  of  which  was 
ini^ri&hly  destroyed.  Our  Indian,  it  must  be 
confessed,  was  more  mercifully  disposed  towards 
hi5  infant  in  wishing  to  present  it  to  the  Colonel. 

The  tliiisissuuga  Indians  are  about  the  middle 
height,  spare  made,  and  active.  Probably  for  a 
day  or  a  week's  march  in  the  woods  the  Indians 
would  tire  t)ic  Europeans,  hut  fur  couHtant  fatigue 
they  can  not  compete  with  their  white  brethren. 
They  wicsilc  well,  but  know  nothing  about  box- 
lag. 

I  once  saw  two  Indian  acquaintances  of  mine 
fight.  They  tiad  been  to  Peterborough  to  sell 
furs,  and  I  suspect  were  a  little  the  worse  for 
drink.  However  this  might  he,  they  quarrelled 
on  their  way  back  to  their  wigwams,  aud  fought 
it  out  in  true  Indian  style,  wrestling,  kicking, 
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biting,  and  scratching.  Luckily  thoy  kid  neith' 
knives  nor  tomahawks  with  them,  or  the  conse- 
quences might  have  been  serious.  After  twenty 
minutes  of  "  rougli  and  tumble,"  as  this  kind  of 
fighting  is  called  in  Yankee  parlance,  the  youogor 
Indian  (Tom  Nogun)  gave  in.  to  the  no  small 
exultation  of  the  old  man  his  antagonist  (Sdov 
Storm),  who,  as  soon  as  the  fight  was  over,  marched 
op  to  his  discomfited  foe,  grioned  in  his  foce, 
clapped  his  hands,  and  crowed  like  a  cock  three 
times  loudly  and  clearly.  Tom's  eyes  fluhod  at 
this  pointed  insult,  and  for  a  minute  I  thoagl^  it 
would  have  caused  a  renewal  of  the  fight ;  but  no, 
he  was  fairly  beaten,  and  prudently  pocketed  the 
affront.  This  is  the  only  instauc«  I  ever  saw  of 
two  Indians  falling  out  with  each  other.  Cfene- 
rally  speaking  they  appear  to  live  among  them- 
selves in  great  fricnilsliii)  and  harmony  one  with 
another.  I  i^hall  conclude  this  short  sketch  of 
my  red  neighbours  by  giving  the  foUowiug  in- 
teresting anecdote : — 

A  few  months  before  my  return  to  Kiigland 
(1851),  a  party  of  Indians  from  the  Chemong 
and  Rico  Lake  villages  encamped  witli  their 
.squaws  and  papouscs  on  my  point  The  next 
day,  being  the  Sabbath,  they  a^kcd  permission  W 
attend  at  my  house  in  the  afternoon  to  hear 
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read  the  cveniDg  service  and  portions  of  the 
Scripture  to  my  iamily,  which,  of  course,  I  readily 
granted.  They  couduclcd  themselves  with  ex- 
treme propriety  during  the  domestic  service,  and 
afterwards  saug  some  of  the  hymns  whicli  had 
been  translated  by  the  missiouary,  Peter  Jones. 
They  gave  them  in  beautiful  style  and  with  great 
focliDg.  f>ne  little  girl,  a  daiighter  of  John 
I  Nogun's,  sung  a  liymn  by  herself  so  prettily,  that 
imy  daughter,  Mrs.  Beresford,  was  very  auxious 
Bfa)  get  a  copy  of  it  in  the  Indian  tongue.  As 
soon  as  she  made  her  wishes  known,  John  Nogim 
promised  to  write  out  the  hymn  in  question,  and 
aend  it  to  her  by  the  first  opportunity.  Very 
BDOD  after  this,  1  determined  to  go  to  England, 
in  order  to  behold  once  more  my  venerable 
mother  and  dear  sistcrit,  and  revisit  my  native 
land,  from  which  I  had  been  a  stranger  nearly 
twenty-seven  years.  Upon  this  occasion  my  eldest 
daughter,  Mrs.  Beresford,  was  my  companion. 

Our  first  day's  journey  lay  through  the  Indian 
village  of  Rice  Lake.  Whilst  we  were  waiting 
for  a  boat  to  cross  the  water,  my  daughter  ex- 
pressed a  wish  to  call  at  Nogun's  house  and  ask 
for  tlie  prombed  hymn.  Unfortunately,  John 
was  away  on  a  fishing  excursion,  but  his  mother, 
1     wife,  and  sister  Eliza,  were  overjoyed  to  see  us. 
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Tlicy  made  up  a  fire  immediately,  and  fried  some 
venison  with  slices  of  bacon,  wliich  Uicy  set  be- 
fore us  with  a  hot  shanty-cake  and  a  good  cup 
of  l«;a,  having  previously  put  a  clean  cloth  on  the 
tabic  and  made  everything  look  mce  and  deao. 
We  had  often  given  them  flour  and  pork,  and 
many  a  dinner  and  tea,  wtiich  the  grateful  crea- 
tures remembered  on  this  the  first  opportunity 
they  had  of  showing  tiieir  hospitality  and  grati- 
tude. 

They  expressed  the  greatest  surprise  when  they 
heard  my  daughter  was  going  to  cross  the  great 
salt  take,  and  that  she  would  not  be  back  for  a 
year.  When  she  rose  to  depart  they  hung  about 
her  and  slied  tears.  'I'liat  these  tears  proceeded 
from  the  genuine  feelings  of  the  heart  I  coutd  dm 
suffer  myself  to  doubt. 

We  crossed  Uic  lake  and  stopped  all  night  at 
the  pretty  village  of  Gore's  Landing,  when,  ariy 
in  tlie  morning,  a  canoe  arrived  at  tlie  villagQ 
containing  the  squaws  of  the  Kogun  family,  wbo 
each  brougiit  for  my  daughter's  acceptance  a  pretty 
bark-basket  worked  with  coloured  quills,  anil 
among  the  rest  a  tiny  specimen  of  the  art,  made 
and  presented  by  the  little  girl  who  had  siuig  a> 
sweetly  at  our  Sabbath  service- 

A  few  months  alter  our  arrival  iu  Eo^laod,  my 
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daiighttr  was  surprised  to  receive  a  letter  from 
John  Nogun,  which  I  have  copied  verijatim  fruui 
the  original. 
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Mrs.  Moruu  Beeesford, 

Excuse  mc  for  I  am  in  Tour  band 

to  print  thise  few  notes 

jrou  d  find  two  verses  Each  lines 

English  and  Indian  words 

Yours  most  Obedient  friend 

JOBIT  Navoox. 
Riec  hake  TillAg«, 
July  9lh  IS61. 

This  specimen  of  Tndfan  composition  is  not 
onlj  curious  but  higlily  interesting  as  a  ChristJaa 
document,  for  it  is  the  praises  of  tlic  living  God 
rendered  from  the  English  into  the  native  tongue, 
hy  the  Indian  Missionan-,  Peter  Jones,  and 
adapted  to  the  music  of  a  Wcslcyan  hymn.  Both 
music  and  words  are  fairly  copied,  and  the  epistle 
brief  and  amusing.  John  Naugun,  in  saying  "  I 
am  in  pour  hand,*  means  that  he  writes  a  poor 
or  iudiflercnt  one.  The  writing,  however,  was 
an  easier  task  than  the  English  composition,  such 
being  always  difficult  to  a  foreigner.  I  trust 
my  readers  will  not  despise  the  first  epistolary 
effort  of  llie  poor  untutored  Indian,  who,  before 
the  gospel  dawned  Ti\)oa  him.  only  "saw  God  i 
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douds  and  heard  him  ia  tho  wiuds,"  but  who  now 
rejoices  in  the  everlagtiog  hope  of  salvation  ^tcq 
to  him  in  IlL<i  bleesed  Son. 

The  following  statements  taken  from  Preston's 
"Three  Years'  Residence  in  Canada,"  compiled 
by  him  from  offidal  returns  of  the  Indian  De- 
partment, shows  the  number  of  Indians  dwelling 
within  the  limits  of  Canada  West  in  the  year 
1840. 


CbippcwH  Michipioutan,  L«ke  tJuperiar  ,           . 

S7 

„         8*iili  Sio  MariL-,  L&ku  Huron 

90 

„          Si.  Jiitoi>li'»    .... 

90 

„           Klanitoulin  UIbhiI  .            ,            . 

188 

„         the  country  brivccn  Monitoulin  and 

P(-iii;iaug<iikliiiic:      , 

SOS 

„          Iiokr  N<'pixtiiiig)ii)            .           . 
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„         tlic  Upper  Bt.  Clair          .           . 
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„           Clicnol  Ecsrtri 
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„           Ririfrc  bux  8«Moi      .            .             . 

817 

pMUimuinUD  and  ClilppcwM  of  Sauficm,  Lake 

370 

Hnroiu.  C1iip{«iru,  Slutwnte*  avd  Munwea  of  Aiu 
hcnUiurgfi  anil  Maiden             .                      , 
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Dckwart*,  Chippcwai  nn<l  Mnnscc*  of  the  tinr 

ThantB  (Winirm  District) 

763 

Ottawa)  of  Mauitouliii  Idliuid               ,            . 
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Upper  Afvnvifiii  Di-tawurpi          ... 
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Tdlow  Hudi  of  Cold  Water  and  tlic  N»it»w« 
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Moliawks  of  the  Bay  of  Quiota    . 
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The  risiling  Indians,  or  those  who  como  W 
nxctvc  presents  are  computed  to  be  from  three 
to^  four  thousand  ia  numtier  ;  but  at  the  last  dis- 
tribution in  183D,  it  was  intimated  to  them  that 
sucli  presents  woold  thenceforward  be  discon- 
tinued. It  appears  by  this  statement  that  noM 
of  the  Indian. Tribes  north  and  north-west  of 
Lake  Superior,  or  east  of  the  OttaiiTa  RiTer,  an 
iQcludcd  in  this  list. 

Xo  nations  in  the  world  are  more  particulftr 
respecting  the  interment  of  tlieir  dead  than  the 
North  American  Indians.  Their  belief  in  a  future 
state  of  rewanls  and  punishments  induces  them. 
perha[x<t,  tu  take  this  care  respecting  the  remaini 
of  their  deceased  friends.  Indeed,  such  tender- 
ness generally  denotes  in  savage  nations  the  id« 
of  tlio  soul  existing  iu  another  land,  oud  being 
cuoscious  of  an;  injury  or  neglect  done  to  its 
earthly  tenement. 

The  Chippewas  and  Jlississauga  Indians  buiy 
their  dead  on  isbinds  or  near  their  favourite 
ft  camping  grounds.  In  the  township  of  Colborae  on 
H  the  north  side  of  the  rircr  Maitland,  od  the  top 
■  of  A  high  cliff  ovcrliauging  Lake  Huron,  there  still 
H  exists  an  ancient  burial  ground  of  the  diippewas. 
H  A  con^derable  part  of  this  cemetery  has  tnU 
H    dontly  bocu  undermined  by  the  waves  and  falloi 
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into  tbe  lake  ;  for  when  I  visited  the  spot  I  saw 
the  encJs  of  several  rude  cedar  coffins  projecting 
from  the  face  of  the  cliff.  The  use  of  coffins  appears 
to  be  a  modem  practice.  I  have  seen  several  in- 
terred with  only  cedar  bark  laid  above  and  below 
the  corpse^  and  sometimes  even  thai  is  omitted. 
1  have  often  found  old  Indian  graves  in  the 
woods  near  the  lake,  a  row  of  stones  laid  round 
the  grave  generally  marking  the  spot  where  the 
red  man  reposes. 

t  was  at  a  lof^ing  Bee  at  my  brother-in-laws'. 
Captain  Woodie,  one  day,  when  some  of  the  log- 
gers found  an  Indian  grave.  On  digging  up  with 
their  handspikes  about  a  foot  below  the  surface 
tlwy  found  the  skeleton  of  a  full-grown  man.  It 
was  quite  evident  from  the  decayed  state  of  the 
bones,  that  the  body  hod  been  buried  many  years 
before.  A  broken  stono-pipe  and  two  flint  arrow- 
heads were  all  that  could  be  found  in  tho  grave, 
although  [  Iicard  several  persons  assert  that  they 
terc  seen  tomahawks,  pipes,  silver  and  brass 
Vnamcnts,  and  even  copper  sugar-kettles  taken 
from  Indian  graves.  As  Mon  as  we  ascertained 
that  there  were  no  relics  of  this  kind  we  col- 
lected the  bones  and  buried  them  near  a  large 
rock,  where  there  was  little  chance  of  their  being 
disturbed. 
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Twenty-five  years  ago  a  young  squaw,  Damed ' 
Folly  Cow,  was  buried  oa  n  small  island  near  ibe 
head  of  Kaw-che-wah-noonk  I^alte  at  the  time 
when  the  science  of  plirenoto^y  was  all  the  n^. 
Unfortunately  for  the  repose  of  poor  Polly  Cow, 
a  young  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance  exhumed 
the  Indian  girl  for  the  sake  of  her  skull,  which,  I 
believe,  now  graces  the  cabinet  of  some  learoed 
phrenologist  in  the  old  country.    The  island  ouj 
which  Miss  Cow  was  buried  has  ever  auce  beaii 
called  Polly's  Island. 

The  Indians  of  the  present  day  express  the' 
greatest  displeasure  at  the  violation  of  their 
graves.  A  sliort  time  ancc,  Isaac  Iron  and  hU 
family  were  cncamjKd  on  a  point  of  land  in  Deer 
Bay.  During  their  sojourn  there  one  of  his  p«- 
jiuuscs  died,  and  was  burled  a  short  distance  from 
the  wigwam.  A  few  years  after  this  event  he 
and  his  squaw  landed  at  the  point  with  the  in- 
tention of  encamping  there  for  the  night,  when 
the  Grst  object  which  met  their  astonished  gaze 
was  tiie  skull  of  a  child  stuck  on  the  top  of  a 
stick  close  to  the  landing  place. 

Poor  Isaac  and  Ids  family  wore  stupificd  widl 
grief  and  horror,  when,  upon  examining  the  burial 
phicc  of  their  lilUe  papouse  they  found  it  bodj 
been  recently  violate'!,  a-od  Uve  skull,  as  if 


ISAAC  iron's  PAP0U8E. 


mocker)',  placed  purposely  to  catch  the  eye  of  the 
poor  xmoffendiag  Indian.  A  few  days  after  the 
oocurrence  of  this  painful  circumstance  Isaac  came 
to  me  and  related,  in  simple  but  aflfecting  language, 
the  revolting  incident. 

"  Chippewa,"  he  said,  "  you  one  magistrate 
and  good  to  Indian.  Some  bad  man  dig  up 
mj  papouse,  stick  up  head  by  our  landing- 
place  at  Deer  Bay ;  mo  very  sorry  for  my  little 
child." 

During  this  recital  the  tears  streamed  down 
the  brown  cheeks  of  poor  Isaac,  who  was  one  of 
the  meekest  creatures  in  the  world.  I  asked  him 
if  he  could  swear  to  the  person  who  had  coiq^ 
mitted  this  outrage. 

He  said,  "  he  tbought  be  could,  but  he  would 
not  like  to  swear." 

As  there  was  no  certain  proofs  1  could  of  course 
do  nothing  in  ttic  matter;  but  I  was  heartily 
sorry  for  the  poor  fellow  and  his  &mily,  and 
secretly  execrated  the  autlior  of  the  outrage.  If 
the  persou  who  disturbed  the  remains  of  Isaac's 
child  bod,  out  of  mere  curiosity,  opened  the  giave, 
not  knowing  but  that  it  was  an  ancient  tomb, 
some  excuse  might  be  offered ;  but  in  this  case 
there  could  be  no  mistake,  its  comparatively  re- 
cent fonnation  iurolring  no  possibility  of  OiOmVv, 
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and  tlicrcfore  it  was  a  heartless  and  cruel  ad 
with  Dothing  to  palliate  or  excuse  it. 

Tbo  native  Indian,  notwithstaodtng  his  appa- 
rent stoical  apathy  in  respect  to  many  tliins 
which  affect  the  feelings  of  other  men,  eotertainf 
a  veneration  for  the  remaina  of  the  dead,  sat- 
passing  that  of  more  polished  nations,  tils  con- 
version to  Christianity  has  in  a  great  meaurc 
lessened  this  almost  idohitrous  afiection  to  the 
mouldering  relics  of  his  ancestors. 

Nor  U  this  attachment  peculiar  to  the  Abori- 
gines of  Canada ;  it  may  be  traced  to  the  shores 
of  the  Pacific,  where  caves  arc  filled  with  a  species 
of  human  mummies  dried  by  art,  and  neatly  sewn 
up  in  baskets  of  pliuted  ru^es,  the  boskets  being 
carefully  ropkcod  when  they  become  worn  or 
shabby.*  The  half-starved  savage  of  Chili,  oot- 
withstanding  his  wandering  and  degraded  stat4 
taking  long  journeys  to  pay  these  melancholy 
duties  to  his  deceased  relatives.  In  Canada. 
where  the  art  of  embalming  is  unknown,  an  afi«cW 
ing  custom,  long  since  obsolete,  though  onoo  pre- 
valent among  the  Hurons  and  Iroquois,  has  been 
I  minutely  described  by  Lafitan,  the  hlstoriaD  of 
I  the  Indian  nations : — "  It  should  appear,  tliat  the 
^  highly  curious  and  remarkable  religious  festival 

^^^  •  Ooainwkirc  Byrcn'a  "  Lvm  nf  llic  Wiftr." 
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holJ  in  honoar  of  the  dead,  was  not  confined  to 
the  two  tribes  just  mentioned,  but  was  prevalcQt 
as  an  old  pious  custom  througbout  the  Continent." 

It  is  thus  described  by  our  author : — "  The 
Feast  of  Death,  or  Feast  of  Souls,  is  celebrated 
erery  eiglit  years  among  the  savages  of  America, 
or  every  ten  years  in  some  tribes,  as  the  Uurou 
and  Iroquois. 

"  The  day  of  tbc  ceremony  is  appointed  by 
public  order,  and  nothing  is  omitted  that  can 
render  it  imposing.  The  ucighbouriiig  tribes  are 
invited  to  the  solemnity,  when  all  who  have  died 
since  the  kst  cctcbratiou  arc  taken  out  uf  their 
graves,  and  even  those  who  have  died  at  a  dis- 
tance are  brought  to  the  generol  meeting  of  the 
dead.  Without  question,"  remarks  Lafitan,  "  the 
opening  of  these  tombs  displays  one  of  the 
most  striking  scenes  that  can  be  imagined — this 
humbling  portrait  of  human  misery  in  so  many 
images  of  death,  wherein  she  seems  to  take  a 
pleasure  to  paint  her.'^elf  in  a  thousand  shapes  of 
horror  in  many  corpses,  according  to  llic  degree 
in  wliich  they  have  become  subject  to  corniption. 
I  know  Dot  which  ought  to  strike  us  most  hurror 
at  a  spectacle  so  revolting  or  tlie  tender  piety 
and  devoted  affectiou  of  these  poor  people  for  their 
departed  firiend^  which  justly  demand  out  b^niv 
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ration.  Thcv  gather  up  the  sroitUcst  bones,  hind- 
litig  objects  still  80  dear  with  melancholy  affection, 
cleansing  them  from  the  pre^ng  worm,  and  r^arf- 
less  of  noisome  smcU,  bear  them  on  thoir  shoulders. 
without  yielding  to  any  emotions  hut  rt^ret  for 
having  lost  friends  so  dear  to  them  while  in  life, 
and  so  lamented  by  tliem  in  death. 

"  They  bring  them  into  their  huts,  where  Uuy 
prepare  a  feast  in  honour  of  the  dead,  daring  whicli 
their  great  actions  are  celebrated,  and  all  the  ten- 
der  intercourses  which  took  place  between  tbfMT< 
ftnd  their  friends  are  piously  recalled  by  the  .■,[- 
vivors  to  mind — the  strangers,  who  hare  cntH'- 
many  huudred  miles  to  be  present  at  the  com- 
memoration, joining  in  the  condolence,  while  tlie 
women,  by  their  dreadful  shrieks,  demonstnsf' 
that  they  are  pierced  to  the  heart  nith  the  sbai'i  - 
est  sorrow.  1'hen  tti«  dead  bodies  are  carried  to 
the  place  of  general  reinterment.  A  great  pit  is 
dug  in  the  ground,  and  thither,  at  a  certain  time, 
each  individual  who  has  experienced  the  toss  of  a 
person  dear  to  him,  attended  by  his  family  and 
friends,  bears  to  the  grave  the  corpso'of  a  father, 
son,  or  brother.  When  thus  met  round  the  pit, 
the  dust  bones,  or  complete  remains  of  the  dead, 
are  in  solemn  silence  depoidted  therein,  where- 
upon a  fresh  burst  of  a<^rcow  once  more  tales 
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place,  and  whatever  they  consider  tha  raost  valu- 
kble  U  interred  with  the  dead.  Tlic  invited  guests 
wo  not  wanting  in  generosity,  bringing  with  them 
presents  suitable  to  the  solemn  occasion.  Then 
ill  go  down  into  the  pit^  each  one  taking  a  little 
of  the  earth,  to  be  preserved  by  them  with  reli- 
gious care.  The  bodies,  ranged  in  due  order,  are 
then  covered  with  new  furs,  and  next  with  bark, 
upon  which  is  thrown  wood,  stones,  and  earth, 
U'tcr  which  they  take  their  last  farewell,  and  re- 
turn to  their  own  wigivaras. 

"  We  have  mentionnd,  that  in  this  ceremony 
the  savages  ofior  &i  jircscnti;  to  the  dead  whatever 
they  themselves  value  most  highly.  This  custom, 
which  is  universal  among  them,  arises  from  a  rudo 
lotion  of  the  Immortality  of  the  soul.  They  be- 
icve  this  doctrine  most  firmly,  and  it  is  the  prin- 
:ipal  tenet  of  their  religion  :  when  the  soul  is  gepo- 
ated  firom  the  boily.  they  conceive  that  it  still 
ontinucs  to  hover  round  it,  and  to  need  and  take 
Iclight  in  the  same  things  witli  which  it  was 
ormerly  pleased.  After  a  time,  however,  they 
iclicvc  that  it  foi-sakcs  its  dreary  mansion,  and 
teparts  far  westward  to  the  laud  of  spirits. 
They  even  as-sert  that  a  distinction  exists  in  tlie 
jondition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  unseen  world, 
magining  that  those  who  havo  been  fortunate 
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in  war,  enjoy  a  higher  degree  of  happiness,  bATing 
huuting-grouiids  and  fisheries  which  are  noTcr  ex- 
hausted, and  other  terrestrial  delights  for  wluck 
they  never  labour.  Tlic  souls  of  those,  on  thecoa- 
trary.  who  have  cither  been  conquered,  or  slain  ia 
battle,  will  bo  extremely  miserable  after  deatlu"* 
This  singular  festival  resembles,  in  some  of  ii 
details,  the  old  Scythian  custom  of  carrying  tl* 
deceased  about  in  his  war-chariot  if  a  chieE^  or 
more  liumbly  if  in  a  prirate  station,  to  tbe  bouses 
of  all  his  friends  for  forty  days,  during  whicli 
period  he  was  pkccd  at  the  head  of  the  boatd,  to 
preside  over  the  feast  made  in  his  honour.  The 
gifts,  too,  cast  into  his  grave,  resemble  those  fiw 
mcrly  presented  to  the  dead  in  Canada.  Nor  JJ 
this  the  only  parallel  to  be  found  between  the 
ancient  Scythian  and  Canadian  Indian,  for  scalp- 
ing was  a  custom  peculiar  to  both.  Tho  use  d 
birch-bark  in  the  construction  of  hut.s,  uteoak 
and  canoes,  is  also  found  still  in  that  part  of  Tai- 
tary  whicli  is  supposed  to  be  the  ancient  Sc^'Uiia. 
It  is  ouly  by  tradng  the  analogy  between  tbe 
customs  and  manners  of  one  unlettered  nation  to 
another,  that  we  can  form  a  just  conclusion  re- 
specting their  identity  to  each  other.  The  roaeiD- 
hiaucc  betweeu  the  Scythian  and  Canadian  sarage 
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has  very  ofton  excited  tbo  uttcnLioit  of  IcotdocI 
Tnen. 

The  castoni  of  holding  this  strange  religious 
festival  is  now  certaiuly  extinct,  since  the  tribes 
who  have  been  convertcfl.  of  course,  no  longer 
practise  it ;  and  the  heathen  ones  have  gradually 
dropped  many  of  their  ancient  forms  stnoe  their 
intercourse  with  the  whites.  It  was  in  full  force 
when  Lafitan  gave  the  description  of  the  Feast  of 
Death,  which  I  have  just  quoted. 

The  Xorth  American  Indian  worships  one  God, 
of  whose  person  he  makes  no  image,  and  of  whose 
attributes  he  lias  a  sublime  conception.  Whether 
this  fiiilh  has  been  derived  from  the  ancient  patri- 
archal one,  tliat  must  have  once  been  prevalent  alt 
over  tliu  earth,  is  uncertain ;  but  the  Indian  is 
familiar  with  the  history  of  the  deluge.  Indeed, 
the  general  idea  of  the  flood  all  over  the  earth 
aoems  fixed  in  the  mind  of  the  human  family  from 
Pole  to  Pole,  as  if  to  give  the  lie  to  the  foolish 
quibbles  of  infidelity. 
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Wb  have  been  oonsideriBg  the  Misnaaqgi 
tribes  in  tbcir  converted  and  half-ctvilized  sUiie, 
for  those  who  are  not  yet  brought  into  tho  Chiis- 
tian  fold  have  adopted  insensibly  many  of  tlu 
customs  of  the  whites,  and  have  forgotten,  or  at 
least  forsaken,  those  warlike  habits  which  reD- 
dcrcd  them,  like  all  the  Aboriginal  natiTcs  of  tho 
Canadas  and  United  States,  a  peculiar  people,  dif- 
fering widely  from  all  other  nations  on  tho  face 
of  the  earth,  so  tlmt  in  describing  the  maiuen 
and  customs  of  one  tribe  wo  shall  find  a  general 
assimilation  to  all. 

Let  us  then  consider  "  the  stoic  of  the  wc 
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the  man  without  a  tear,"  id  bis  fonner  state,  be- 
fore the  Gospel  dawnoci  upon  him,  or  civilization 
Vad  subdued  his  ferocity.  For  the  possibility  of 
doing  this  we  are  indebted  to  the  Jesuit  Mls- 
liomrics,*  who  sought  iu  their  native  wilds  these 
fierce  races  of  men,  with  the  benevolent  design  of 
converting  them,  and  exposed  themselves  to  death 
in  the  most  frightful  form  under  which  it  could 
Appear. 

These  devoted  missionaries  (for  widely  as  thwr 
religion  differs  from  the  purer  tenets  of  our  own, 
candour  compels  us  to  admire  their  fervent  piet^ 
and  unremitting  zeal  in  pursuing  the  object  they 
bad  in  view)  have  left  iu  the  records  of  their 
Mission  in  Canada  the  earlieet  account  we  can 
dte  of  a  people  who,  with  the  exccptiou  of  those 
which  regard  their  reli^on,  have  no  historical 
records  and  no  ancient  traditions.  It  appears 
that  tliey  have  a  vague  confused  notion  of  the 
origin  of  man  :  and  we  find  that  the  Jirst  woman, 
who,  by-the-by,  appears  to  have  been  an  Eve  with- 
out an  Adam,  had  two  sons,  one  of  whom  murder- 
ed the  other.f  The  Deluge  overflowed  the  whole 
earth,  and,  according  to  the  Iroquois,  destroyed 
the  whole  posterity  of  Youskeka,  the  Indian  Gain, 
in  the  third  generation,  which  compelled  the 
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Supreme  being  to  cbange  beasts  into  men.  Hoif' 
ever,  it  is  certain  that  a  general  belief  in  the  flood' 
existed  among  the  Indian  nations  prior  to  oaf 
Christian  missionary  coming  among  tlicm ;  likewise 
B  general  belief  in  tlio  existence  of  one  Supteme 
God,  to  whom  they  give  different  names  and  at- 
tributes, but  to  whom  evciy  tribe  assigned  the 
creation  of  the  world,  are  po»tive  facts.  The 
missionaries,  also,  in  the  expulsion  of  the  Indian 
Eve,  Atahcnsic,  from  heaven,  seem  to  recognise 
the  history  of  the  fall  of  man.* 
'  The  immortality  of  the  soul  also  forms  a  dis- 
tinct feature  in  the  Indian  creed.  Bat  to  the 
beasts  serviceable  to  man  this  immortality  is  also 
aaaigncd.  The  Nouly  uf  cbitdrcu  arc  supposed  ta 
enter  other  bodies  and  return  to  the  world.  Those 
who  are  drowned,  or  die  by  accident,  are  consi- 
dered unfortunate,  and  their  souls  are  deprived  of 
happiness,  in  which  we  find  those  who  fell  in  bat- 
tle arc  included,  probably  until  they  have  been 
fully  revenged.  None  of  those  who  come  to  such 
ends  arc  interred  in  the  general  burying.gnHud. 
A  very  dreary  8upei-stition.t  The  fcsiivai  fo^ 
merly  held  for  the  reinterment  of  the  dead  h» 
already  been  cited  in  a  former  chapter. 

Besides  the  Supreme  Being  every  Indian  has  i 
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genius,  who  attends  him  as  soon  as  he  has  acquired 
a  ocrtain  dt^rce  of  skill  in  the  use  of  the  bow. 
The  genii  of  the  Cauadian  Aborigines  arc  called 
Okkis  by  ttio  Huron  nations,  and  Manitous  bj  the 
tVlgoiiquin.  Manitou,  or  spirit,  apjwars  to  iw 
the  word  in  general*  use  among  the  Mississauga 
tribes,  who,  witli  the  Chippewas,  were  formeriy 
included  in  the  general  name  of  Algonquin. 

As  the  genius  of  the  adult  Indian  is  supposed 
to  be  his  guardian  and  pi-otccting  spirit,  he  has  to 
undergo  a  singular  urdeal  to  discover  him  from 
among  t]iat  crowd  of  imaginary  beings  witli  which 
the  fancy  of  the  Indian  nations  have  peopled  earth 
and  ur.  When  the  child  was  Rufhciently  skilled 
in  the  use  of  the  bow,  it  was  the  custom  to  blacken 
his  face  and  compel  him  to  a  rigorous  fast  for 
eight  days,  during  which  he  most  repeat  all  hi^ 
dreams,  which  is  the  only  means  he  has  for  dt»- 
covering  his  invisible  guardian  under  some  sym- 

ibolical  representation.  Nuw,  whether  he  determines 
to  end  his  fast  speedily,  or  tliat  the  imagination 
oi  an  Indian  child  has  little  range,  or  that  he 
really  trusts  to  his  dreams  for  the  recognition  of 
his  guardian  spirit,  it  is  certain  that  the  symbol 
of  tlic  genius  was  soon  discovered  under  the  com- 
monest  forms,  such  as  pieces  of  wood,  bird^  feet 
or  head,  a  pebble,  or  anything  the  child  is  occviv 
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tomcd  to  see.     Ttioso  emblems  are   erer  after] 
eacrcd  lo  the  Indian,  ttiey  bt^tig  to  him  what  Um] 
Dii  penates,  or  household  gods,  were  to  the 
cients.*     Formerly  every  object  in  nature 
supposed  to  have  its  genius,  although  some  of  tb 
invisible  beings  were  superitfr  in  nmk  and  powe 
to  tJie  rest 

As  soon  as  the  child  has  been  taugM  to  discover" 
his  geniu-s  he  is  instructed  in  what  manner  be  'a 
to  reverence  him  and  follow  his  counsel,  which  hi 
is  led  tu  believe  will  be  given  him  in  his  sleep. 
He  is  warned  of  the  consequences  of  displeasing 
him  by  disrcgardiug  liis  suggestions.  A  feaxl 
then  made,  and  the  figure  of  his  Mauitou  is  pricke 
upon  the  body  of  the  child.f  The  female  India 
has  her  Manitou,  but  she  does  not  so  supereti- 
tiously  venerate  her  guardian  spirit  as  the  malc^ 

lu  order  to  render  their  geoit  propitious,  the 
Indians  throw  into  the  rivers  and  takes  tobaooo, 
or  birds  that  hare  been  strangled  to  render  them 
60.  Every  power  in  nature  has  its  supposcJ 
genius.  The  sun,  the  watcn;,  the  elements,  haw 
also  their  sacrifices.  They  also  paid  the  same  com* 
plimenc  to  the  malignant  genii  to  prevent  the 
from  doing  them  injury.  Occasionally  ttiey  oflercd ' 
victims,  of  which  tJie  dog  was  uufortunatoiy  thalj 


r-  animal  Uie  most  in  use-  It  was  their  cruel  custom 
^  to  hang  tho  poor  beast  up  alive  by  bi^  heels  till 
he  died  mad. 

Tho  laissioDaries  could  not  trace  any  affection* 
to  the  Supreme  iking  in  the  devotion  of  the  Ca- 
nadian  savage,  and  in  fact  the  tutelar  genius,  or 
his  emblem,  seemed  to  have  absorbed  tliat  veDera- 
tion,  "as  indeed,"  remarks  Cliai'levoix,  "is  common 
with  every  people  who  have  deviated  from  the 
primitive  religion — they  lose  sight  of  the  reality 
in  tlie  supposed  type."* 

The  jugglers  exercised  an  immense  influence 
over  their  countrymen.  Their  tutelar  genius  was, 
according  to  them,  sn  powurful,  that  when  they 
fell  into  trances  or  ccstacics,  he  made  them  ac- 
quainted with  future  events,  however  distant,  and 
the  worthy  missionary  is  compelled  to  acknow- 
ledge that  the  oracles  delivered  by  thofiu  impos- 
tors often  came  to  pass,  which  he  ascribes  at  once 
1  to  the  agency  of  the  devil. 

Bouic  of  the  customs  of  the  Indian  nations  re> 
'  setnblo  those  of  the  Jews,  ami  it  is  certain  that  the 
first  missiouaries  seemed  to  identify  the  six  na- 
tions with  the  Hebrews,!  but  l''athor  Cbarlevoii, 
while  he  allows  that  in  some  respects  tliero  is  a 

t likeness,   docs  not   believe   them  to  have  been 
•  Ch«rl*toix.  t  PcrePfMgeu.,  "JcwW,  ExiMinior," 
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Jews.  He  docs  not  noUce  a  remarkable  foctj 
that  some  of  Uiese  Jewish  tribes,  who  refused 
returu  to  tbcir  own  country  after  the  captmtT, 
wandered  to  the  borders  of  Scythia,  and  that  if 
tliasc  Indians  be  of  Scythian  descent,  they  migltf 
have  adopted  many  of  the  Jewish  customs  with- 
out being  Jews  by  actual  descent.  The  hunting- 
feast  has  been  considered  to  be  the  Passover,  mi 
it  is  possible  may  have  been  an  imitation  of  it 

The  land  of  souls,  according  tu  the  Indian  na- 
tions, lies  westward,  and  the  spirits  of  the  departeJ 
have  to  pass  a  river,  in  whicli  llicy  arc  in  danga 
of  sliipwrcck,  guarded  by  a  dog.  from  whom  tbeJi 
have  to  defend   themselves.    They   speak  of 
place  of  torment,  wlierc  tlicy  must  expiate 
rins;  and  also  of  another  place  of  pxmishmei 
where  the  souls  of  those  prisoners  of  war,  wl 
have  been  tormented,  are  to  be  found.* 

There  is  much  in  these  fables  which  will  remi 
the  reader  of  the  Greek  mythology.     The  &11« 
woman,  or  Indian  Eve,  Atahensic,  being  the  qoeei 
of  the  Indian  Tartarus,  among  the  Iroquois  or_ 
nix  nations:  the  seduction  of  human  souls  fomtii 
her  sole  employment ;  the  Indian  Cain,  Rouski 
however,  taking   infinite  pains  to   secure   thei 
from  the  wicked  designs  of  his  mother.     Tbi 
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have  a  legend  so  closely  resembling  the  fahle  of 
0rpli«u3  aud  Eurvdtce,  that  the  circuiiistuDces 
being  the  same,  nothing  is  wanting  but  the  change 
of  names  to  identify  them  together.* 
H  *'  The  idea  that  he  who  is  the  happiest  in  this 
^rorld  will  also  enjoy  the  most  felicity. in  the 
next,  pervades  their  prayers,  in  which  they  never 
refer  to  another  world.  Their  aongs  were,"  Char- 
levoix believes,  "originally  prayers.  They  rely 
much  upon  tlieir  dreams,  and  the  missionary  re- 
lates the  extraordinary  effect  these  viraons  some- 
times have  upon  individuals,  who  appear  for  the 
-  time  to  havo  gone  out  of  their  senfieS-t  A  festival, 
called  the  "  Feast  of  Dreams,"  lasts  fifteen  days, 
and  is  held  towards  the  end  of  winter,  the  22nd 
of  February.  This  solemnity  the  Iroquois  call 
"  The  Turning  of  the  Head,''  which  in  its  bacclia- 
nalian  character  it  seems  to  deserve.  It  was  a 
sort  of  masquerade  in  which  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Tillages  assumed  all  kinds  of  disguises,  running  from 
cabia  to  cabin,  demanding  the  interpretation  of 
18,  which  they  do  not  choose  to  communicate, 
id  destroying  the  property  of  those  who  cannot 
guess  the  dream,  and  who  can  only  save  their 
goods  by  giving  the  dreamer  what  ho  dreamt  of, 
—on  expensive  mode  of  escape. 

•  Pnc  ChuloToix.  +  Ibid.  Tol,  u.l>.\G>1. 
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Sometimes  one  of  these  Indians  dreams  of  mu^  I 
der,  and  immediately  slays  the  person  whose 
throat  he  pretended  be  cut  in  his  sleep.  Woe, 
however,  to  him  if  another  person  chooses  to 
droam  that  he  revenged  the  dead,  for  his  fate  is 
sealed  immediately.  The  missionaries,  who  had 
raorc  than  once  run  the  risk  of  their  lives  during 
this  festival,  believed  that  many  of  the  Indians 
made  their  dreams  subservient  to  their  private 
resentment,  in  order  to  give  a  good  dnibbiog  to 
those  who  had  offended  them,  waiting  patiently 
for  this  public  occasion  till  the  feast  came  round, 
well  knowing  that  everything  they  did  then  must 
be  forgiven,  when  once  tlio  festival  of  dreoais  wbi 
over.* 

The  Autmans,  or  quack-doctors,  arc  skilful  it, 
medicine,  and  expert  in  setting  broken  bones.  I9| 
Acadia,  in  the  Lower  Province,  the  chief  of 
tribe  was  also  autman.     KxpelHng  the  devil 
among  the  accomplishments  of  this  influential  p^ 
son.    W'hen  called  upon  to  decide  a  doubtful 
case  the  autman  would  affirm,  "  that  the  devil, 
would  neither  permit  the  poor  patient  to  live 
die,  and  ended  by  advising   his  friends  out  cf 

*  P«c  ChkrkTDJi.     Thi«  rMtivs]»cemator«)n.mblciheLilp»_ 
odia  of  the  EUjtnvu,  ind  their  Satatiialit  *iso.    It  b  now 
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»  eharity  to  cud  his  days,"  which  accordingly  was 
fc  done  by  pouring  a  quantity  of  cold  water  upon 
i  Us;  face  till  ho  died.  It  is  evident  from  this  that 
I  in  all  dubious  cases  the  sick  person  was  do- 
I  itroyed .• 

Courtships  are  very  brief  episodes  in  savage 
Canadian  life,  and  the  matches  arc  made  by  the 
parents.  When  consent  has  been  given,  the  young 
man  enters  the  cabin  of  the  young  woman  and 
t  seats  himself  by  her  side,     iler  permitting  him  to 
[  do  so  is  her  tacit  consent  to  the  marriage.    The 
j  brid<^oom  treats  his  beloved  with  great  respect, 
[Tct  in  the  presents  of  the  collar  and  straps  for 
burdens,  and  the  Kettle  and  faggot,  clearly  implies 
bis  intention  of  becoming  her  master.f 
I      Although  the  women  are  possessed   of  some 
mtliority  in  the   tribe,    they  are  only  slaves  in 
espoct  to  their  own  husbands.     Upon  thom  fall 
^o    maintenance  of  Ihoir  parents  and  their  own 
bildren ;   the  Ust  aie  considered  their  peculiar 
topertj,  being  wholly  educated  by  them.    The 
Ibcticti  of  nursing  them  for  three  years,  and  their 
pcre  toils,  render  these  women  very  unfruitful, 
r  thej  seldom  have  large  families. 
'Tho  child's  nurtufe  terminates  in  a  festival,  on 
jicb  occasion,  w^^^j  geated  on  the  knees  of  one 

I  •  CiiiitlcTou.  t  Ibid. 
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or  other  of  its  parents,  its  Bamc  is  given,  while 
the  father  and  mother  are  praj'ing  to  the  genii, 
and  to  the  babe's  genius  in  particular,  that  he  may 
be  fortunate.*  The  Indiana  never  chastise  their 
children,  considering  that  corporeal  punishment 
only  degrades  them  without  improving  their  judg- 
ment- A  handful  of  water  flung  in  the  lace  of  the 
offender  is  the  only  affront  offered  by  these  mo- 
thers to  their  little  oncs.t  This  custom  is  still 
extant :  I  have  myself  often  seen  it  practised. 

T)ie  Indian  considers  man  a  free  agent,  and  that 
no  power  on  earth  has  a  right  to  deprive  him  of 
that  blessing.  There  is  no  constraint  among  them, 
and  the  French  Klissiouaries  fotind  this  freedoa 
of  action  ami  will  a  great  bar  to  the  coaversioD 
of  these  nations.  Crimes  arc  seldom  punished,  ami 
they  consider  that  insane  or  intoxicated  pcnons 
are  irresponsible  agents,  coolly  remarking  upon 
any  murderous  mischief  committed  by  them, 
"  Uiat  it  wa^  unfortunate,  but  that  the  persons 
knew  not  what  they  did.J  They  always  bani 
witches,  but  rarely  put  one  of  their  own  people  lo 
death  for  murder.  They  are  extremely  afraid  <rf 
ghosts,  and  believe  that  the  soul  has  many  shaftt 
or  likenesses  to  its  own  body ;  §  a  idea  which  is 
to  be  found  in  Lucretius. 

•  Chwlevuix.  1  lua.  t  Ibid.  {  Ibid. 
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The  Aborigines  of  North  America  have  no 
written  records,  consequently  they  have  no  historic 
annals.     The  inexpiable  war  between  the  Algon- 
quins  and  their  allies,  the  Hurons  and  Iroquois, 
constitutes  the  only  oral  tradition  of  their  com- 
bats'; it  commenced  before  Monsieur  Chatni»lain 
arrived  in  Canada  in  1603,  and  furnishes  them 
witli  tlieir  sole  historical  data.*    The  warlike 
Algonquins  and    Iroquois  were   once   friendly, 
having  made  an  alliance  offensive  and  defensive 
with  each  other,  in  which  the  Hurons  were  in- 
I    eluded.    The  Algonquins,  who  were  celebrated 
^■kUQters,  tnd  scorned  agriculture,  engaged  by  the 
f     terms  of  this  treaty  to  furnish  the  Iroquois  with 
^^gamo  if  they  would  give  them  corn  in  return. 
"The  Iroquois  also  agreeing  to  skin  the  beasts  taken 
in  the  chase,  and  dre^s  the  skins.     The  pride  of 
the  Algonquin  nation  caused  the  treaty  to  bo 
broken,  and  changed  the  union  of  the  two  nations 
into  a  fearful  and  inexpiable  war.f 

The  oocasion  was  this.  Some  Iroquois  wishing 
to  join  the  Algonquins  in  the  chase,  were  ro- 
miuded  that  they  would  be  wanteU  to  skin  the 
elks.    However,  during  three  days  they  furnished 

CUieir  allies  with   no  employment  of  the  kind, 
whereupon  tlie  young  Iroquois  went  out  privately 
•  Chwkvou.  t  IW4. 
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to  bunt,  and  returned  in  the  evcQing  lo&ded  with ' 
game.    The  Algonquios  were  so  much  mortified  j 
by  the  success  of  their  allies,  that  they  rose  up  is  i 
the  uiglit  aad  murdered  all  the  hunters.    Tbe 
IIuroQS  espoused  theside  of  the  AlgonquJns,  which 
led  to  tlieir  being  nearly  cxtenninatod. 

If  the  AJgonquina  in  the  commencement  of  the 
quairel,  would  have  pven  up  the  murderers  to 
their  allies,  there  would  have  been  no  war  ;  bst 
upon  their  refusal  to  deliver  them,  the  Iroquoia 
swore  they  would  perish  to  a  man  rather  than  not 
be  revenged  on  their  enemies.  Very  dearly  dH 
the  Algonquins  pay,  and  still  more  dearly  th^ 
allies,  for  having  exasperated  a  brave  people  U 
despair.* 

The  wampum,  or  collars,  adorned  with  shelU 
besides  their  ornamental  uses,  were  used  to  &g- 
nify,  by  their  arrangoment,  certain  chaisctcrs  or 
ogns  by  which  the  public  afiairs  of  the  tribe  were 
distinguished.  Red  collars  were  sent  to  tbeii 
allies  when  a  war  was  in  cont«mphition.  These 
carious  hieroglyphics  were  treasured  up  in  tbe 
cabin  of  the  cliief,  forming,  in  fact,  the  archives 
of  the  nation,  being  considered  sacred.f  Tbe 
calumet,  or  piiw,  n-as  the  symbol  of  peace,  and 
held  in  universal  Teneration.     The  Indians  be- 

*  Ch»LT\ovow.  ♦  lUiiL 
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lieved  that  the  Great  Spirit  never  forgave  any 
in&sxition  of  a  treaty  in  which  the  calumet  had 
beea  smoked  as  a  pledge  of  iuvitilabilitj".  *  The 
tnanner  in  which  the  pipe  was  adorned  always 
denoted  whether  tho  treaty  regarded  war  or 
traific.  From  the  disposition  of  the  feathers  the 
contracting  nations  could  be  known  ;  and  when 
war  was  in  agitation,  the  feathers  were  red.  t 

The  Indian  is  by  nature  an  orator,  and  the  elo- 
quence of  tho  cliicf  is  chiefly  exerted  in  exciting 
his  tribe  to  take  up  the  hatchet ;  but  he  first  ob- 
8cn-cs  a  severe  fast,  paints  his  face  black,  and 
continually  invokes  liis  genius :  then  holding  the 
collar,  or  wampum,  in  his  hand,  he  tells  the  tribe 
**  that  the  Great  Spirit  inijpires  him  with  the  in- 
tention of  revenging  the  blood  of  one  of  his 
brethren  by  marching  to  such  a  place  to  take 
scalps  and  captives — if  ho  perishes,  the  collar  will 
sen-c  to  receive  him  and  the  person  he  socks  to 
revenge,  lest  they  should  be  hid  in  the  dust ;  that 
is,  perhaps  it  will  be  his  recompense  who  buries 
the  dead."! 

After  this  obscure  intimation,  he  lays  upon  the 
ground  tho  wampum,  which  is  taken  up  by  the 
person  wishing  to  become  his  lieutenant,  wbo 
vashes  the  blackness  from  the  face  of  the  chief, 

•  dmrletou.  t  Ibid.  X  lt>i(i. 
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pdnts  his  face  and  hair,  and  greases  his  person. 
The  chief  tliou  slugs  the  <Jcatli-soug  in  a  hollow 
voice,  while  the  vohmtcers  (for  no  one  is  com- 
pelled to  follow  him  unless  they  choose  to  do  so), 
sing  their  war-songs,  but  not  in  chorus,  for  each 
warrior  has  his  own  peculiar  one.  Then  the 
council  sits  in  dcliheration,  excluding,  bowerer, 
their  chief ;  if  they  approve  his  deagn  he  makes 
a  feast,  which  consists  only  of  a  dog. 

Then  among  the  Iroquois  a  kettle  is  put  on,  and 
the  volunteers  throw  into  it  little  bits  of  wood 
with  a  mark  upon  each,  by  which  the  parties 
distinguished.     To  draw  back  after  this  pi 
has  been  given,  would  for  ever  disgrace  the  par^, 
whose  person  also  would  not  be  safe.* 

In  a  burst  of  eloquence  the  chief  then  onoe 
more  explains  his  reasons  for  making  war  ;  he  re- 
minds the  warriors  of  their  lost  brethren,  appeals 
to  their  afiections  and  their  revenge,  and  concludes 
by  bidding  the  young  men  to  prepare  for  the  ex- 
pedition by  painting  their  fiices,  anointing  their 
hair,  filling  their  quivers,  and  sin^g.  f  He  then 
takes  his  hatchet  in  his  band  and  sings.  Th« 
warriors  sing  in  their  turn,  and  many  dances  are 
performed.  That  of  the  discovery  is  performed 
by  a  single  warrior ;  hut  in  &ct  the  whole  method 

•  Cliulevoix.  i  Ibid. 
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of  Indiao  wariarc,  it  is  said,  is  represeotcd  hj 
these  dances.  Hauging  the  kettle  over  the  fire  is 
only  practised  when  many  nations  are  at  war,  and 
cert^nly  agrees  with  the  dcckration  of  war  in 
wliich  they  say.  "  they  are  going  to  cat  their  ene- 
mies." It  is  not,  however,  very  clear  that  these 
Indians  are  really  cannibals  ;  Charlevoix  thints 
the  expression  and  action  may  be  merely  allo- 
gorical. 

The  veteran  irarriors  among  the  Six  Notions, 
before  marching  agaiutit  the  enemy,  always  molest, 
revile,  and  even  beat  the  young  men  who  have 
never  been  in  Ijattlc  They  used  bows,  javelins, 
and  wooden  hatchets  in  war;  and  before  fire- 
arms rendered  their  armour  useless,  wore  a  curious 
sort  of  coat-of-mail  ivhich  they  afterwards  aban- 
doned.* Their  warfare  is  always  one  of  ambush ; 
but  their  metliod  of  dealing  with  their  unhappy 
prisoners,  and  the  conduct  of  these  unfortunate 
peraoQs  during  the  tragedy  of  which  they  are 
tho  victims,  seem  peculiar  to  North  America- 

As  the  particular  marks  made  and  painted  on 
the  &ce  of  the  victorious  chief,  or  on  the  hatchet 
he  leaves  on  the  scene  of  his  triumph,  tells  iuttiUi- 
gibly  enough  his  fe«ts  in  war  to  the  vanquished  na- 
tions, so  the  cries  of  his  deputy  relate  to  his  nation, 
•  Cliwkrai. 
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or  its  allies,  the  number  of  the  slain,  and  that  of 
the  prisoners,  hefore  he  enters  their  villages.* 

Before  condemning  a  prisoner  to  death  he  is 
offered  to  supply  to  any  woman,  the  husband,  son, 
or  brother  she  has  lost.  If  she  accept  him,  hb 
wounds  are  washed,  and  he  is  unbound  and  carried 
to  his  future  home.  If  he  is  rejoctcd,  tJio  woman 
addrcs.%s  the  soul  of  the  deceased,  c^Uing  upon 
him  to  rejoice  in  the  torments  preparing  for  the 
prisoner.  A  herald  informs  the  captive  of  his 
rejection,  and  leads  him  out  of  his  cabin.  He  is 
followed  by  a  second,  who  condemns  him  in  theee 
wonis, — "Thou  art  going  to  be  burnt,  my  brother, 
be  of  good  courage." 

Tlie  victim  usually  replies,  "  It  is  well,  I  tfaftolc 
thee."  He  is  then  painted  and  adorned,  and  comei 
forth  singing  his  own  death-song.  "  I  am  brave 
and  undaunted,  and  fear  neither  death  nor  tor- 
iare.  Those  who  fear  them  are  less  than  womea 
Life  is  nothing  to  a  courageous  man.  May  rags 
and  despair  choke  my  enemies.  Why  cannot  I 
devour  them,  and  drink  up  their  blood  to  the 
last  drop  1 "  He  then  recounts  his  own  brave  »c- 
tjons  to  the  sound  of  his  enemy's  music,  and  does 
not  fail  to  say  everything  cutting  to  tlieir  Oft* 
tioual  pride  during  the  whole  tragedy.    His  forti' 
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tode  depends  upon  his  streogth  of  mind  or  power 
of  onduririg  pwn,  but  lie  is  generally  a  hero.* 
The  dreadful  tortures  to  which  these  captives 
are  subjected  are  too  well  known  and  authenti- 
cated to  need  repetition :  like  the  other  customa 
of  the  Indian  nations,  the  abhorrent  practice 
has  passed  away  before  civilization  and  Chris* 
tianity. 

The  use  of  spirits  broke  the  brotliorly  Ijond  of 
affection  among  the  Indians  of  the  same  tribe,  for, 
according  to  the  accounts  given  by  Charlevoix, 
"the  fire-water  given  by  the  English  fur-ti»- 
ders  converted  a  whole  village  into  devils  in* 
camato."  This  cimrge,  I  am  afraid,  is  only  too 
true,  since  I  have  already  described  the  ilUconso- 
quences  of  selling  spirits  to  the  red  tuen,  whom 
intoipcation  fearfully  excites. 

I  have  collated  the  preceding  narrative  from 
Vhre  Charlevoix,  in  order  to  show  what  the  Canadian 
Indians  formerly  were.  The  Mississauga  tribes 
are  ChJppewas,  and  once  formed  a  part  of  the 
great  Algonquin  nation,  whose  eloquent  language 
u  considered  by  our  author  as  the  finest  of  the 
Oanadian  mother-tongues.  I  have  found  them  a 
grateful  and  attachable  pco])le,  and  their  convcr- 
UOD  to  Christianity  has  made  them  sober,  indus- 
•  fSiarlcTMx. 
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triouB,  and  peaceable.  They  were  forraerlj  very 
warlike,  and  were  celebrated  for  their  skill  in  tho 
chase,  and  their  dexterity  in  performing  the  war- 
dances  of  their  tribe.  That  of  the  firenlaBoe  has 
been  very  graphically  described  by  P^  Giarle- 
voix,  but  I  have  never  seen  it  performecl.  There 
is  an  old  grudge  still  subssLiag  between  the  i\iS' 
sissaiigas  and  the  Mohawks,  the  latter  never  tail- 
ing to  beat  the  former  if  they  can  do  it  slyly. 

Consumption  appears,  from  Charlevoix,  to  have 
been  an  hereditary  disease  among  the  Indian 
tribes  of  Canada,  and  they  are  very  subject  to  i 
at  this  period. 

Tlic  Missiasauga,  who  havo  become  ChristMi 
are  becoming  perfectly  civilized  ;  many  of  them 
liave  not  only  adopted  the  religion  but  the  customs 
of  the  whites. 
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m    TOTA0N   OH   THS   HDRON   TO  TtlK  TRkMIt*  td  TSK  "PIOKBCTI."^ 

TASa  IK   MT   C*ltOO. WIMU    n'r.l,COUK    nlVEK   TO   MU.  CAUrniLL 

■V  A  BIOKLAHD  WOlIA.f,— IKIHII  BOKNKT. — *  HKW  AOqUAIHT- 
AHCS. — •HOIMliN  or  BAailBI«K-HU08aHKKrt»a  KUT  KIDOMHBM- 
DlTOIIT  TO  OKUDACV.— >IIN«  HO»T  liimi  FlItK  TO   Hlil    HOUSS   Mk- 

AOOiOEirt. — eaMiai-}  otnoavu  hxtwken  bim  and  his  ooox. — 
■xcKUiBHT  aviTKH. — nuietto  on  OVU  VOTAOI. 

Eablt  in  October  of  tbis  year,  1831,  Mr.  Prior 
hired  a  small  schooner,  called  the  "Pioneer," 
which  was  despatched  to  our  transatlantic  "  river 
Thames"  for  the  purpose  of  loading  her  with 
wheat,  potatoes,  and  other  stores  for  the  use  of 
the  new  settlement.  It  was,  therefore,  necessary 
to  send  thither  some  person  to  make  the  pur- 
chases, and  transact  the  Company's  business. 
This,  of  course,  by  right  devolved  on  me ;  but  at 
that  time  I  was  coD0Dcd  to  the  house  by  an  at- 
tack of  ogue,  and,  consequently,  had  a  fair  excuse 
for  stopping  at  home.  I  knew,  however,  there 
would  be  some  difficulty  in  supplying  my  place, 
80  I  volunteered  to  go,  thinking  perhaps  that 
change  of  air  aud  scene  might  efTcct  a  cure. 
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To  the  best  of  mj  recollectioD,  I  went  od  board 
OQ  the  SU)  of  October,  and  tvo  sailed  the  sane 
evening,  with  a  fair  nind  blowing  fix^  ;  and 
davliglit  next  mormng,  found  ourselves  in  sight 
Fort  Gratiot,  on  the  American  side  of  the 
This  fort  belongs  to  the  United  States,  and  is  sa 
situated  as  to  command  the  entrance  of  the  river 
St.  Clair,*  which  river  or  strait  connects  the  waten 
of  Lake  Huron  with  those  of  Lake  St.  Clair, 
thence  to  Lake  Eiie  it  is  called  the  Detroit.t 
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*  ■■  Luke  8[.  CltuT  U  aboul  llility  mllw  long,  sail  ar»zij  the 
hrculih,  anil  jct  8liurp«,Myol,not  wcUwtllcd.  It  iccetvitoc 
rivcrp,  tiic  jirincipnl  of  which,  nuncii  tlic  ThamM,  wiiitb  for  DOit 
than  u  ImnJrcil  mileE  from  ihc  uurrh-posi,  &di1  ou  it«  tHUika  hi- 
UcuientE  aud  t-iiibryu  townB  an  gmving.  It  hoa  ita  Chatham, 
LuuiluQ  ooil  Oxford  ;  anil  cuttainly  the  aituaiioa  of  ttii;  Cncadiu 
London  i*  much  belter  adnplcd  for  the  mclrapoJia  of  t)i«  {uminM 
than  York  (Toronto).  (Icnoral  8imcoe,  the  firet  Ooicnor  «/ 
Uppr  Canada,  waa  cxcvvdingly  sniiuui  that  th«  mu  «f  go<wfs> 
iiit-ut  ihould  be  vBtablishvd  tiotuinvheie  nearly  equidistani  w 
■.akni  Ontario,  Erie,  am!  Huron. 

."  There  is  a  1arf{e  Delia  at  the  upper  end  of  Ijtkt  S(.  Cllir, 
wliich  npiioari  to  he  iDcreoiiiif,  and  tliiough  irhieh  liy  aetual 
duLDiiela  the  rivet  isnicw.  On  th«  taat  or  Amciican  bank  eitali 
Old  Port  8(.  Claii,  aud  a  Uw  toilea  ftirthet  up,  where  Ijikc  Iliiran 
opens.  Fori  Gnniiitwa«<KC(eii  [ocoinniand  the  rtv»r." — "  Briliili 
AuiiTiica,"  hy  John  Sfac  OiPgor,  Kstj. 

1  Th«  rivet  Detroit  nina  from  Ijikc  St.  Clair  into  Lake 
lu  nuiigalioii  in  not  intctnipled,  mid  il*  fertilr  lianka  ora  ibi 
peopled.  Bui  difffteiit  chnmcleri«tic»  jircscnl  lliemaclvcs  lo  tl 
we  mtel  eUcivhere  in  Uppi'r-Canada.  The  inliahttanta  ut  Pmck 
Canadioni,  and  on  the  )>aitka  of  (he  DcUoii  llicy  taivtam^ 
retain  all  ibe  hahiii  and  obtiervancca  common  to  their  tauBUf 
men,  ihe  hahUant «(  Ijtywei  Cwd*A».     Vixk  Dm  twenty  ov  Mttfi 
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LC  the  entranoe  of  the  river  the  current  nnu 
Bwiftly  for  about  the  distance  of  a  thoasand 
at  the  rate  of  seven  miles  an  hour,  so  that 
"requires  a  strong  leading  wind  to  stem  the  cur- 
ent.      Thiii  would,  coiise<iucntly,  preclude  the 
sibility  of  any  hostile  vessel  attomptiug  the 


Since  mj  visit  to  this  place,  a  town  has  been 
(founded  on  the  British  side,  nearly  opposite, 
■called  Port  Sarnia,  which,  from  its  situation,  must 
(become  a  place  of  importance  ;  and  I  understand 
lit  has  been  contemplated  to  make  this  port  the 
terminus  of  the  Great  Western  Itaiiway. 

The  river  St.  Clair  is,  without  exception,  one  of 
the  finest  in  the  country.  The  shore  on  the 
American  side  is  low,  but  the  land,  however,  ap- 
peared good,  and  well  and  thickly  settled  with 
thriving  villages,  churches,  pretty  villas  with  green 
Venetian  blinds  and  neat  verandahs,  with  flourisb- 
iDg  orchards  and  gardens,  sloping  to  the  water's 
edge.    The  Canadian  side  at  this  time  presented 

■nilet  wc  agniu  oluii^rvr  the  rillngr  farni  ot  tru\vaietHa,  ihe  pioos 
fdett,  ilio  iImi-iiC  cliurch,  nod  ibe  Idiiil,  civil  hatilim.  This  ia 
k  rieli,  btftutiful  ['uuiittjr,  &111I  if  vncc  the  ague  Rn<l  lake  fever 
were  bftniiilici],  ilip  clininlc  wnulcl  ho  truly  rltligliiriil.  All  kindii 
of  ftaia,  luiil  ihc  finest  opplo,  {wnn,  pcuclic^s,  [leolarinFe,  itnil 
gitpci  grow  in  pcrli-'Ctiou.  Ni'oi  Ui'iroit  tlicrc  is  a  acttlciiient  uf 
tirople,  h&nnlcMt  Momtians," — "Bfitith  Ataoricn,"  by  Juhn  Mac 
Gngor,  Ew], 
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a  strange  coDtrast  to  the  other.  It  was  clueSv 
covered  with  a  dense  forest,  to  the  river's  brink ; 
varied  here  and  there  with  patches  of  cJcuiii^ 
I  should  think  the  average  width  of  the  St.  CUir 
varicii  from  live  hundred  to  six  hundred  jards,  pn> 
senting  a  clear  deep  stream,  crowded  with  steam- 
ers  and  schooners  bound  to  the  Far  West.  The 
only  dillicult  part  of  the  navigatiou  is  where  tk 
St.  Clair  empties  its  waters  into  the  lake  of  the  same 
name,  forming  a  bar  by  the  depodts  it  leaves  at 
its  embouchure,  over  which,  during  the  dry  sea* 
son,  there  is  scarcely  nine  feet  of  water.  Bat  I 
make  no  doubt,  from  the  large  class-steanufi 
which  now  navigate  the  lakes,  that  the  nan- 
gatiou  over  this  )mr  has  been  greatly  improve! 
The  shores  round  Lake  St.  Clair  are  very  flit 
and  uninteresting,  being  almost  on  a  level  witi 
the  water.  From  their  ajipcarancc  I  should 
be  inclined  to  think  that,  not  many  years  sinc^ 
tliis  lake  must  have  been  double  its  preseot  ast, 
ainc^  during  the  spring  floods,  mauy  acres  of 
these  marshes  are  still  flooded.  The  dcptii  of  tk 
water  seldom  exceeds  thirty  feet,  the  extent  being 
about  twenty-six  miles  each  way. 

Wc  had  some  difficulty  in  findingthe  mouth  i 
the  Thames,  which  empties  its  waters  on  ti 
south  side  of  the  lake.     A.t  length  we  espied 
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large  tree  of  the  swamp-elm  species,  and  the  only 
one  wc  could  descry  for  wiles,  which  our  siupper 
declared  was  the  sole  land-mark  by  which  to 
ahapc  our  course.  In  wliich  he  proved  correct, 
for  an  hour  after  wo  were  sailing;  up  the  river 
with  a  fair  wind.  The  waters  of  the  Thames, 
which  arc  nearly  the  colour  of  coffee,  offer  a 
Btrange  contrast  to  the  bright  green  and  pellucid 
waters  of  the  St.  Clair.  This  dismal  hue,  bow- 
evcTf  is  not  at  all  surprising  when  we  consider 
the  fine  rich  country  it  drains  in  its  lengtiiened 
course. 

By  a  reference  to  the  map  of  the  province,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  head  waters  of  the  Thames 
have  their  rise  in  the  Huron  tract,  the  principal 
branches  uf  which  arc  the  Avon  and  Black  Creek, 
besides  several  other  inconsiderable  streams, 
which  contribute  to  swell  its  current.  After 
leaving  the  Company's  hinds  it  flows  through  the 
fertile  and  well-sctUec)  Londou  di&^trict,  to  the 
town  of  New  London,  where  it  becomes  a  hand- 
some river,  receiving  several  tributarias  through- 
out its  course  of  sL\ty-threc  miles,  to  Chatham, 
£rom  whence,  to  its  embouchure,  it  extends  about 
diteen  more.  The  channel  of  tlus  stream  is  very 
tortuoas,  and  for  the  first  ten  miles  meanders 
through  extensive  meadows^  which  are,  for  ^.Uq 
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n»»(  part,  flooded  in  the  spring.     A  greflt  mair' 
horses  and  droves  of  cattle  are  postured  licre  dor- 
iug  thu  KuoinitT  mouths.     A  (cvt  miles  farther  on  j 
the  land  rises,  and  the  low  meadows  give  place  (e  I 
fine  old  cleared  farms,  extensive  orchard^  wHll. 
here  and  there,  groves  of  black  walnuL 

We  anchored  for  the  night  opposite  Goss's  Tt 
vem,  and  it  was  my  intention  to  proceed  the  neit 
day  to  M'Gr^gor's  Mills,  a  short  distance  up  Ibe 
sticam.  Luckily,  however,  for  me,  I  fell  in  with 
a  Mr.  M'Creo,  who  promised  to  funiish  me  with 
wheal  and  other  necessary  articles ;  at  the  same 
time  giving  mc  a  courteous  invitation  to  reside  in 
his  house  whilst  we  took  in  the  cargo.  Amongst 
other  stores,  t  purcliased  for  my  own  use  a  quan- 
tity of  excellent  apples,  which  I  obtained  for  tbe 
trifling  sum  of  ax  pence  sterling  per  bushel.  I 
vas  allowed  to  choose  my  own  fruit  from  a  ten  acre 
orchard,  gathering  off  any  trees  that  suited  me 
best  into  a  com-baskot  which  held  at  least  ax 
pecks  for  my  bushel  measure.  I  bought  potatoa 
from  tlie  same  person  for  one  shilling,  beii^ 
double  the  prico  of  my  apples,  which  were  ci* 
oeediogly  plentiful  in  this  section  of  the  cunutry. 
&fo8t  of  the  substantial  farmers  in  tbe  vicinity 
of  the  river  have  ice-houses,  the  Thames  water 
ncing  warm  and  bad  to  drink  in  the  summer 
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season.  The  tavern-keepers  here  put  cherries 
in  tlieir  whiskey,  which  give  it  a  good  colour 
and  very  pleasant  fbiTOur ;  and  mixed  with  ice- 
water  this  bcTcnige  makes  an  excellent  drink  in 
hot  weather,  being  for  more  wholesome  than  malt 
liqQor. 

We  were  delayed  a  week  while  taking  in  our 
cai^go,  and  afterwards  by  contrary  winds;  but 
at  length  we  got  under  weigh,  and  dropping  down 
the  stream  with  a 

"  Wet  iilicet  iind  a  flowing  sea. 
And  a  wind  tlut  followed  Eut," 

crossed  liake  St.  Clair,  and  anchored  for  the  night 
amongst  some  low  islands  at  the  moutli  of  the 
rirer,  where  we  were  detained  three  days  for  want 
of  wind  to  stem  the  current  of  the  St.  Clair,  which 
runs  at  the  rate  of  three  miles  per  hour. 

As  we  had  nothing  else  to  do  we  manned  the 
boat  and  went  off  duck-shooting ;  and  although 
we  iiad  only  the  schooner's  boat,  which  was  quite 
unfit  for  the  business  by  reason  of  the  noise  it 
made  in  being  propelled  through  the  rushes,  yet 
we  had  very  good  sport,  having  by  three  o'clock, 
r.  M.  bagged  eleven  brace  of  wild  ducks  and  blm>- 
winged  teal. — the  last  I  consider  the  most  deli- 
cious of  all  the  numerous  species  of  American  wild 
fowl,  not  even  excepting  the  far-famed  wood-duck. 
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of  vhich  I  have  made  liooourable  meDtion  ia  t 
former  chapter. 

On  our  return  home  wc  passed  a  small  I(^-hoiM 
on  one  of  the  islands,  where  wc  saw  two  men  bosf 
building  a  boat ;  so  wc  went  ashore  and  asked  for 
a  drink,  the  rivcr-watcr  bc-iug  rather  unpalatable. 

On  Gutoring  the  house  wo  perceived  a  dcoeni 
old  lad^  sitting  at  a  spbuing-wliccl,  who  asked 
us  in  a  verj  strong  Highland  accent,  "  What  we 
wanted  V  One  of  our  party,  who  was  of  High- 
land parentage,  though  a  Nova-Scotian  hy  birth, 
ftnsworod  her  inquiry  in  her  native  tongue,  whici 
80  overjoyed  the  good  creature,  that  in  her  ocsta^ 
she  jumped  up  from  her  scat,  knocking  down  tlie 
spinning-wheel  and  two  or  three  chairs  in  her 
excitement,  and  throwing  her  arms  round  poor 
Campbell's  neck,  bestowed  several  hearty  kisses  oi 
cither  cheek  before  he  could  recover  from  his  «sto* 
nishment.  I  think  he  would  rather  she  had  di- 
rected her  daughter,  a  Hue  comely  girl  who  s&t 
by  the  fire  sewing,  and  regarded  her  mother  aDd 
the  victimised  Highlander  with  an  arch  smile,  to 
stand  proxy  for  her  on  this  occasion. 

The  old  lady  told  us  she  had  not  heard  the 
sound  of  her  own  native  Gaelic  since  she  lost  her 
lusband,  more  than  eight  years  since,  having  left 

;r  native  huid  when  quite  a  girl,  after  her  mar^ 
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riage  to  one  of  her  own  countrymen,  who  had  set- 
tled on  ihi3  spot  more  than  forty  years  ago ;  she 
pronounced  herself  happy  and  contented,  inform- 
ing us,  "  that  her  eldest  son  was  married  and  was 
a  boat-builder."  After  these  communications  she 
went  to  the  door,  and  calling  him  in  told  him 
how  rejoiced  she  was  to  see  one  of  her  own  coun- 
trymen, hospitably  inviting  us  to  stop  and  hare 
some  refreshment,  which  she  ordered  her  daughter 
to  prepare  immediately. 

Going  to  a  cupboard,  the  good  woman  produced 
_a  bottle,  and  insisted  that  we  should  taku  a  good 
liff  bom,  as  she  called  it,  to  which  most  of  oar 
ty  seemed  nothing  loath,  particularly  her  now 
ad,  Wr.  Campbell.    Our  pretty  cook  soon  placed 
tore  us  a  dish  of  excellent  black-bass  niceJy 
icd,  and  a  bowl  of  smoking  hot  potatoes  in  ragged 
jackets,  a  sure  sign  they  were  well  cooked  and  of 
.  good  quality.     I  never  see  a  dish  of  murphies, 
the  Iri.sh  call  them,  without  recalling  a  clever 
liepartee  made  by  an  Irish  labourer  in  Peterbo- 
augh,  of  the   name  of  Murphy,  who,  when  his 
ster  remarked  upon  the  tattered  condition  of 
[his  coat,  in  a  tone  of  reproof  answered  his  lecturer 
tthua : — "  And  sure,  sir,  and  did  yees  ever  know  a 
good  Murphy  without  a  ragged  jacket  V 

Wc  offered  our  hostess  a  dollar  at  ip^^^^l^' 
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which  she  refused,  and  it  was  not  without  diffi*   | 
culty  we  induced  }icr  even  to  accept  some  of  o»  i 
game.    >So  brightly  burned  in  her  aged  bosom  tlie   ; 
pure  amorpatri(B  for  her  wild  Highland  glens— eo 
dear  was  the  sound  of  her  unforgotten  Celtic  to 
her  ears — poor  Campbell,  I  am  afraid,  beard  mow 
frequently,  however,  of  the  loving  greeting  ginS 
him  by  his  countrywoman  than  he  thought  at  nlT 
necessary  or  pleasant.  ^ 

Our  passage  up  the  St.  Clair  was  very  tediooM^ 
the  wind  being  light  and  baffling.  To  avoid  the 
strong  current,  we  crept  up  close  to  the  shore,  the 
water  being  sufficiently  deep  except  where  sand- 
bars were  formed  by  the  embouchures  of  small 
rivers  and  creeks  into  the  main  channel.  As  we 
were  not  always  aware  of  these  obstructions,  we 
were  constantly  running  aground  ;  then  the  an' 
chor  had  to  be  taken  aft  by  the  boat,  and 
hands  at  the  windlass,  much  to  my  annoyance. 

One  evening,  as  we  lay  at  anchor,  a  gentleman 
of  the  name  of  M'Donald  came  on  board  the 
schooner — a  pleasant  intelligent  person,  whom  I 
asked  to  take  a  glass  of  punch  with  us,  which  be 

'  aeccptcd ;    and  we  soon  became  very  sociable. 
Our  visitor  discovered  by  my  appearance  that 
was  an  invalid,  my  attack  of  ague  having  dego; 

rated  into  a  low  intcnnittent  or  dumb  ague,  as 
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dsmcn  call  it.  He  therefore  very  kindljr 
mnted  me  to  go  ashore  with  him,  and  stay  all 
^  Bight  at  his  house,  remarking  "that  he  could  giro 
mo  a  good  supper,  a  good  bed,  and  a  hot  gUiss 
of  brand;  and  water."  which  he  declared  "  was 
better  than  all  the  doctors'  stuff  in  the  world  for 
ague."  An  assertion  which,  from  experience,  I 
believe  to  be  perfectly  true. 

M'Donald  was  an  old  bachelor,  and  kept  no 
female  serrant ;  but  he  prided  himself  upon  hav- 
tog  an  oxccltvut  mau-cook,  who,  he  informed  me, 
"  had  only  one  fault  in  the  world,  namely,  that  of 
sometimes  getting  drunk,  which  was  generally  the 
case  on  particularly  inconvenient  occasions.  AVheo 
I  send  him  across  the  river  to  the  store,  or  bare 
company,  the  follow  is  sure  to  be  intoxicated,'" 
said  be.  "And  you  know  it  is  very  inconvenieDt 
for  us  both  to  be  drunk  at  the  same  time.  I  tell 
you  this,  that  you  may  not  bo  surprised  if  you  see 
him  in  that  state  this  evening,  for  he  went  to  the 
store  for  groceries  just  after  dinner,  and  he  has 
not  returned  yet."'  Having  made  me  acquainted 
with  the  bacchanalian  tastes  of  his  cook,  he 
ushered  mo  into  his  parlour — a  large  room  plainly .. 
jumishcd,  but  commanding  a  pleasant  and  exten- 
sive view  of  the  rivor  and  the  opposite  shore. 
adorned  with  a  number  of  pretty  villas.   - 


L 


BACnELOR  HOUSE-KEEPING. 

The  evening  was  cold,  so  lie  proposed  raakl 
fire  in  a  large  double  Canadian  stove,  which  si 
in  the  middle  of  the  room.  Now  it  happ< 
that  this  was  the  first  time  a  fire  had  beca  ligl 
this  season ;  and  his  cook,  who  thought  the  uj 
part  of  the  stove  or  oven  was  a  nice  cool  plM 
which  to  store  the  butter,  had,  during  the  B 
mcr,  been  in  the  liabit  of  keeping  a  few  poi 
there  for  everv-day  use.  At  this  time'  there  I 
pened  to  be  a  fresh  supply  of  five  pounds ! 
china  dish,  when  M'Donald,  not  knowing  or ! 
ing  forgotten  all  about  thL^  most  original  butt 
made  up  a  good  fire,  which  quickly  hdnted 
oven,  and  of  course  melted  the  butter,  wl 
running  down  into  the  lower  part  of  the  st 
was  instantly  in  a  blaze,  roaring  like  a  furc 
and  heating  the  atovc-pipcs  red-hot,  causing  fla 
to  ascend  from  the  chimney  at  least  ten  feet 
the  air. 

For  some  time  the  house  was  in  great  dai 
but  by  wetting  some  blankets,  which  we  laid 
the  roof  in  the  vicinity  of  the  chimney,  and  thi 
iug,  at  the  same  instant,  a  quantity  of  salt  into 
,  stove,  we  soon  succeeded  in  damping  the  fire  * 
out  further  damage,  excepting  the  loss  of 
aforesaid  butter  and  the  china  dish,  which 
broken  by  the  beat. 
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ij  got  orer  tliis  troublo  wheu  Uie 

his  appearaocc,  half  drunk  and  in 

!>D,    To  hear  him.  a  stranger  would 

indeed,  that  ht-  was  the  master  of 

bblishment,  upon  whom  all  the  loss 

ity  fall. 

he,  "you  arc  a  nico  fellow,  ain't 
ksd  put  fire  into  that  store,  and  de- 
good  butter  and  break  our  best 
I't  go  out  of  ttic  house  for  an  hour  but 
lo  some  mischief  or  other." 
John,"  replied  M'Donald,  "  cut  short 
rtinence,  which  I  will  not  bear  much 
Bow  should  1  know  you  chofio  such  an 
r  for  the  butter  1  If  you  would  not  stay 
\  get  drunk  as  you  do,  when  you  arc  seat 
rand,  there  would  be  no  occasion  for  me 
IT  work  and  light  the  stovo." 
Dder  wlio  was  drunk  hist,"  retorted  John, 
D  carried  you  to  bed  last  Thursday  night. 
,  I  shall  leave  you  in  the  morning,  and 
lould  like  to  know  how  you  will  get  on." 
^  he  slammed  the  door  to,  and  took  him- 
grumbling  as  ho  went. 
e,"  remarked  my  host  to  me,  "  this  is  the 
bich  I  am  constantly  used  by  that  fellow. 

Eish  he  would  make  himself  scarce.    Bat 
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there  is  no  fear  of  that :  and  he  ts  such  a  good 
cook,  having  lived  so  many  years  with  me ;  aad 
is,  besides,  perfectly  honest ;  so  that,  aft«r  all,  I 
suppose  I  must  continue  to  put  up  with  his  in- 
pertiuence,  for  [  cuiinot  do  well  without  him." 

Notwithstanding  tliis  little /ratns,  our  i 
artiste  prepared  us  a  capital  supper  of  venison' 
steaks  fried  with  slices  of  bocon— a  real  back- 
woodsman's dish ;  and  famous  fare  it  wai^  witk 
hot  potatoes  and  the  accompaniment  of  a  good 
cup  of  tea.  Wc  did  ample  ju&tioc  to  this  fat- 
chelor  fare,  after  our  labours  in  putting  out  the 
fire. 

In  the  morning  mine  host  showed  me  round  bii 
farm,  which  was  a  very  good  one.  He  bad  sow 
fine  alluvial  fiate  near  tlie  livcr,  that  be  bad 
cropped  the  htst  summer  with  tobacco,  assuiing 
me  "  that  it  had  succeeded  wry  well."  I  have 
understood  that  the  lowlauds  in  the  western  dis- 
trict arc  better  adapted  for  the  growth  of 
plant,  the  climate  being  more  suitable  than 
other  part  of  Canada  West. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  this  farm  was  fenced  wili 
black  walnut  rails,  this  species  of  timber  al> 
tainiiig  a  large  size  in  this  district  I  have  seen 
canoes  that  would  hold  ten  or  twelve  persons 
made  from  a  single  troo  :    the   wood  is  finely 
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doadcd,  and  makes  beautiful  furniture.  It 
really  seems  a  pity  that  precious  material  like 
this  should  bo  used  for  such  purposes  as  teacing. 
Some  fine  specimens  of  this  wood,  made  up  into 
fimutuTC,  were  exhibited  in  the  Canadian  d(^i)art- 
meot  at  the  Crystal  Palace,  likewise  some  noble 
planks  in  the  rough,  all  whic)],  being  much  ad- 
mired, will  most  likely  be  the  means  of  intro- 
ducing it  int'*  general  use  in  England. 

At  Port  Ssmia  we  were  agiun  detained  for 
want  of  a  leading  wind  to  carry  us  up  the  rapids 
into  Lake  Huron.  During  our  detention  (two 
dftys)  I  again  amused  myself  with  duck-shooting, 
this  place  being  then  famous  for  that  sport.  T 
went  on  shore,  and  walked  over  the  ground  where 
the  Nourishing  village  of  Port  Samia  now  stands, 
but  which  at  this  time  con.sisted  of  one  solitary 
log-house. 

In  the  evening  the  long-looked  for  change  of 
wind  took  place,  it  blew  freshly  from  the  south- 
west, which  enabled  us,  by  the  help  of  a  tow-rope, 
to  ascend  the  current,  and  we  found  ourselves 
onoe  more  on  the  broad  bosom  of  the  mighty 
HoroQ. 
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The  increasing  wind  and  sea  warned  us  to 
prepare  for  a  rough  night.  VTe,  however,  fdt 
BO  alarm,  for  the  gale  was  aft,  and  we 
ciliated  we  should  be  able  to  make  God 
harbour  at  daylight,  though  distant  from  Fi 
Gratiot  seventy-two  miles.  As  the  darkness  in- 
creased so  did  the  gale,  which,  towards  midnigiv 
blew  a  perfect  hurricane.     Being  well  awaie  1 
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Duld  be  of  tittle  service,  especially  in  my  weak 
t  Irom  the  conttDuance  of  the  dumb  ague,  I 
nmed  iu  and  slept,  in  spite  of  the  noise  and 
iowling  of  the  storm,  until  I  was  awakcneil  at 
laylight  by  our  skipper,  who  gave  rae  tlie  unwel- 
DEoe  intelligence  that  Godcricb  was  in  sight,  wliicb 
;  seems  wo  had  passed  by  during  the  darkness, 
nd  vfere  no»v  some  six  or  seven  miles  from  the 
vbour,  so  that  we  bad  no  alternative  but  to  run 
IT  the  Mauitoutina,  near  the  head  of  the  lake, 
rhere  we  might  shelter  ourselves  till  the  storm 
ras  over. 

I  dressed  immodialoly  and  went  on  deck  to  see 
low  things  looked,  which,  indeed,  had  anything 
mt  a  pleasant  asi)ect.  We  were  running  parallel 
vith  the  shore  from  which  we  were  about  six 
loiles,  Oodcrich  being  still  in  view.  Wc  were 
eudding  before  the  gale  under  a  close-reefed 
bresail  and  gib,  the  sea  running  in  dark,  heavy 
jauaaoSj  which  threatened  to  poop  us  every  minute. 

We  now  retired  to  the  cabin  and  held  a  council 
f  what  was  best  to  be  done.  Our  crew  and 
lissougers  amounted,  including  myself,  to  eleven 
tills,  several  of  whom  weru  Indian  ttadcra  and 
fencbmen.  (hjr  captain  opened  the  proceedings 
f  iDformiag  m  that  he  had  no  chart  of  tho 
fce  or  coast  on  board,  that  he  ha.d  ne'er  been 
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higher  up  the  Huron  than  Goderich ;  upon  wl 
ono  of  the  Indian  traders  told  as  *'  that  there 
a  good    harbour  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sau: 
a    fine   river    seventy   or  eighty    miles    ti 
Goderich."    But  as  none  of  us  on  board  knew  the 
land-marks  at  its  mouth,  we  deemed  it  madnea 
to  attempt  runaing  in  towards  the  land,  as  «c 
knew  not  what  dangers  wc  might  have  to  encounter. 

At  last  it  was  agreed  by  a  majority  that 
Bhould  hold  the  course  we  were  then  steering. 
The  only  one  who  opposed  this  plan  was  myself. 
I  ai^ued  that  if  the  gale  continued  we  should  be 
amongst  the  rocky  islands  before  daylight,  ia 
which  case  our  destruction  wa'i  almost  inevitable : 
for  [  know  well  from  thi;  study  of  the  Canodi 
Company's  Maps  that  the  iron-bound  coast  of  ik 
Manitoulins  *  stretched  acrass  the  Lake  for  mtk* 
in  a  north-west  direction,  and  that  in  the  dark- 
ness our  vessel  ran  the  greatest  risk  of  baig 
dashed  to  pieces  on  the  rocks.  I  therefon 
strongly    recommended   a   more   north-mvetaij 

•  Thcw  ialniids  uri;  ihreo  in  number,  rtrclehinit  Mtow  dc 
IaUc  in  a  nutili-u'tMilf'rlir  ftircctluii  fniui  Cabot'i  Head  Ut  ^ 
Detour  uiJ  the  islnnr]  i>r  St.  Juicpli'K,  ■  diiluicc  of  tnoro  da 
utic  liundrcd  and  ihiny  miles;  llie  nioM  northerly  of  ibtM  k 
oallcd  Druminund'n  blind,  ilic  iccond  Coclcburn,  «nd  tkc  tbir^ 
tlic  Great  Manituulin  ;  thv;  nlmoct  diridc  ihc  lake  into  two  fuO. 
There  »re  several  gwud  h«ibt)ur«  on  theic  islundu,  aod  It'uavi 
both  Copp«t  lUid  Wd  bi«  Vo  W  tdnii  W  «aniURnhl«  q,quiU(T> 


J 


LAKE  SICKNESS. 


127 


[course,  nhich  would  give  us  plenty  of  sea-room. 
plj  objections,  however,  were  overruled  by  the 
'general  ruive,  so  I  had  nothing  left  but  to  trust 

r  Providence  for  the  result. 
At  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we  supposed 
'ourselves  off  the  Saugccn.  The  storm  w&s  now 
at  its  height,  and  blow  with  terrilic  violence.  We 
shipped  some  heavy  ecus,  which  so  frightened  our 
skipper  that  he  in^stcd  on  having  some  of  the 
caigo  thrown  overboard.  1  was  not  aware  of  this 
pTooecdiug  till  six  or  seven  barrels  of  Indian- 
meal  and  other  stores  had  been  heaved  overboard, 
I  immediately  put  a  stop  to  this  proceeding, 
though  not  without  considerable  opposition. 

There  was  no  moon  and  the  nigitt  came  on  as 
dark  as  pitch,  and  to  add  to  our  misfortune,  every 
person  on  board  was  dreadfully  sea-ack  excepting 
myself.  Indeed  the  rough  lake  passage  having 
the  samo  results,  occasions  the  internal  commo- 
tion to  take  the  same  form,  and,  of  course,  those 
who  were  suffering  from  its  effects  could  scarcely 
keep  the  holm.  I  thought  that  long  night 
would  never  end.  Every  moment  I  expected 
to  feel  the  sliock  and  hear  tho  crash  that  would 
c<msigTi  us  to  the  deep. 

Several  times  I  went  on  deck,  fancying  I  could 
bear  breakers,  and  occasionally  I   thought   the 
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wind  lulled,  but  it  ivas  too  dark  and  the  noise  of 
the  wind  so  great  that  it  was  impossible  to  be 
certain.  Yet  so  sure  tlid  I  feel  that  I  heard  tlve 
dash  of  the  vravee  on  shore  that  I  did  not  tbini 
it  prudent  to  leave  the  deck. 

During  these  long  hours  of  darkness  and  uncer- 
taiuty  many  straugc  fecUags  crowded  my  mind  aod 
painful  remiDiscences.  I  thought  I  should  ncrer 
again  eee  my  beloved  wife  and  joung  chUdrea. 
I  remembered  my  mother,  sisters,  and  brother, 
and  dear  familiar  friends  I  had  left  at  home  io 
Old  England  at  this  dangerous  crisis,  for  I  litil  |li 
little  hope  we  should  escape  shipwreck.  I  knew  h 
if  we  struck  the  rock-bound  coast  our  chance  ym  4 
small  indeed.  A  merciful  Providence,  howerer,  i 
had  ordained  otherwise,  for  the  long-expcctcd  a 
dawn  at  length  revealed  our  position.  We  were 
surprised  to  fiud  ourselves  amongst  the  island^ 
for  we  had  ucariy  run  200  miles  since  we  were  in 
sight  of  Goderich.  Land  waa  to  be  seen  oo  all 
sides,  or  rather  piles  of  rocks. 

Directly  in  our  course,  and  stretching  for  mon 
than  a  mile  into  the  Ivoke  Jrom  a  point  of  land, 
lay  a  reef  of  rocks  upon  which  the  sea  broke  with 
a  thundering  sound,  throwing  up  the  spray  hi^ 
into  the  air,  and  not  five  hundred  j-ards  from  the 
schooner.      To  weather  this  reef  was  impossibisi 
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but  luckilj  we  noticed  a  narrow  spot  of  smooth 
water  about  midway  up  the  reef;  w  we  deter- 
mined to  risk  the  passage.  Indeed  we  had,  to  use 
an  old  sayiQg.  *•  Hobsou's  choice" — that  or  none. 
So  wc  steered  for  the  opeuiog  and  passed  gallantly 
through;  but  so  near  were  we  to  the  rocks  on 
either  side  of  us  that  we  could  easily  have  pitched 
a  biscuit  upon  them  from  the  vessel. 

As  soon  as  we  were  safely  through  we  gave 
three  hearty  cheers,  and  on  rounding  the  point  we 
entered  a  beautiful  and  spacious  harbour,  com* 
pietely  land-locked  with  a  smooth  sandy  beacli  at 
the  upper  end.  in  one  corner  of  wliicli  a  large  creek 
uf  transparent  looking  water  came  rattling  into 
the  bay.  As  soon  as  our  anchor  was  let  go,  we 
manned  the  boat  and  went  on  shore,  taking  with 
us  the  square  sail  to  make  a  tent,  and  a  stock  of 
provisions  and  other  necessaries  ;  in  fact  we  de- 
termined to  recruit  and  make  ourselves  comfort- 
ftblo  after  the  fatigue  we  had  undergone.  One 
party  made  up  a  Inrge  lire  in  front  of  the  tent, 
and  prepared  for  cooking  the  dinner,  while  the 
rest  picked  brush  and  wild  gross  for  our  beds,  and 
erected  the  tent. 

Whilst  Ihnna  preparations  were  going  on,  I  took 
ray  gun  and  explored  the  shores  of  the  bay,  and 

walked  up  the  side  of  the  creek,  which  I  followed 
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for  a  couple  of  miles.     The  waters  of  this  strem 
were  clear  as  crystal  and  of  a  grecaish  hue,  ud  I  j 
passed  screral  veiy  romantic  Ceils :  indeed  as 
SB  I  went  the  river  preecntod  a  succceuoo  of  ai-| 
cades.   I  saw  a  great  manj  otter  sUdee  and  bnnf  J 
cuttings. 

On  my  return,  near  the  mouth  of  the  creek.  Il 
found  five  large  stccl-trajis.  which,  most  likdv, 
some  of  thti  Hudson  Baj  Company's  traders  had  left 
by  mistake,  who  probably  had  camped  oear  tiiia 
^t ;  but  when  loading  their  canoes  to  depart, 
had  overlooked  them,  since  thoy  appeared  by  the 
rust  to  have  lain  there  for  upwards  of  a  twelw- 
month.  Our  traders  considered  these  tmpd  quite 
a  prize,  being  at  the  IcoHt  worth  teo  dollars. 

I  shot  several  rabbits  and  a  brace  of  wood-dudu 
to  add  to  our  larder.  While  crossing  a  low  sand- 
lidgQ  near  the  sliore,  a  beautiful  black  fox  poaaed 
me,  within  twenty  yards — a  splendid  shot,  if  I 
coutd  have  hit  him;  but,  unfortunately,  my  gu 
missed  fire,  which  was  very  unlucky  for  me,  as  the 
^in  of  theec  animals  is  rciy  valuable :  I  have 
been  iuforaied  a  good  one  in  season  Ls  worth  firont 
10/.  to  15/.  The  pure  black-skinned  fox  is 
tremely  scarce ;  in  fact,  during  the  whole  of  mj 
long  residence  in  Canada.  1  hare  not  seen  m« 
Uian  four  or  tire  of  this  rare  species. 
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The  sconory  arount]  our  anchorage  was  very 
picturesque  ;  the  rocks  rose  holdly,  terrace  above 
terrace,  until  a  mile  or  so  from  the  shore  they  had 
attained  aa  altitude  of  at  least  a  thousand  feet. 
For  five  days  wc  were  wiud-bound  iu  this  ro- 
imantic  little  bay,  and  during  that  time  ''  wc  ate, 
■  drank,  and  were  merry."  We  amused  ourselves 
with  exploring  the  countty,  shooting,  fishing,  and 
telling  our  adventures,  our  recent  peril  making  us 
eDjoy  our  detention  in  this  harbour  of  refuge. 

Our  merry  sojourn  ashore,  on  our  pleasant 
terra  incognita,  at  length  terminated  with  the 
change  of  the  wind,  and  wc  prepared  to  bid  a 
long  adieu  to  the  harbour  of  refuge.  What  a 
change  iii  its  silent  loveliness  a  few  years  will  pro- 
bably make !  And  where  I  awoke  the  slumbering 
edioes  of  the  shore  by  the  sound  of  my  fowling- 
pioce,  the  stirring  hum  of  population  will  come 
and  the  voices  of  a  numerous  people  will  be 
heard. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  we  weighed 
(mr  anchor,  and  hade  adieu  to  our  harbour  of 
reAiga.  The  day  was  fioe  and  clear,  but  about 
□ooD  we  were  becalmed  between  two  small  rocky 
islands.  The  view  from  the  schooner's  deck  at  tliis 
time  was  exceedingly  fine.  Innumerable  islands, 
as  iar  as  the  eje  could  reach,  dotted  the  Dorth-«ast 
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shore  of  the  lake,  while  ihe  main-land  rose  boldlj; 
the  scarp  of  the  rock  showing  here  and  tben^ 
between  their  openings,  the  dwarf  trees  fiioA 
clustered  in  thickets,  wherever  there  was  soil  suffi- 
cient to  notirUli  their  growth. 

What  added  greatly  to  the  beauty  of  the  seme 
was  the  extraordinary  transparency  of  the  water. 
Our  vessel  lay  about  half  a  mile  from  the  land, 
in  ten  fathoms  water,  and  yet  the  bottom  of  Uie 
lake  was  so  plainly  visiljlo  that  wc  could  see  every 
seam  in  the  rock  and  the  smallest  stones.  If  we 
looked  over  the  side  into  the  depth  below,  we  at 
first  experienced  the  same  giddy  sensation  usuallj 
felt  when  beholding  objects  from  a  great  heigfaL 
as  indeed  we  really  were  :  the  schooner  seeming 
apparently  suspended  in  the  air.  This  purity  of 
the  water  is  only  observable  among  the  Lslan< 
for,  from  Cabot's  Head  downwards,  the  banks  are 
of  a  clay  formation,  which,  during  a  storm,  di 
colour  the  waters  some  distance  from  the  shore. 

Wc  made  littlo  progress  the  first  day,  and  no- 
thing occurred  worth  notice,  with  the  exception 
of  a  visit  from  a  number  of  Chippewa  Indians  ini 
nine  large  bark-canoes,  bound  for  Drunimoad'i 
Island.    These  Indians  came  on  board  and  b: 
with  us,  ^ving  us  fresh  salmon-trout  for  whiske; 
and  apples.    One  of  oiir  passengers  purchased  thi 
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fectjon  and  joy,  we  saw  that  we  were  cxpocied 
and  recognized ;  for  a  large  fire  of  brushwood 
was  kindled  on  a  hi^i  point  of  land  at  the  haf 
bour's  mouth,  and  we  could  sea  a  crowd  of  pet-^ 
sons  on  the  beach  waiting  our  approach.  As 
nearcd  the  bar,  we  found  a  heavy  ecti  breaking  on 
the  shoal ;  and,  in  crossing,  a  tremendous 
struck  us,  deluging  our  deck  and  causing  our  It 
vessel  to  quiver  from  stem  to  stem.  Wc,  howerer, 
succeeded  in  crosang  the  bar  iu  safety,  but  ven  im- 
mediately met  by  ihc  wind  and  current  of  the  rirer. 
We  let  our  anchor  go  as  soon  as  possible,  but  un- 
fortunately, the  cable  parting,  left  us  exposed  to 
great  peril.  The  boat  was  iostantty  lowored,  and 
manned  with  sis  of  our  best  hands,  including  tlw 
captain,  who,  with  a  tow-rope,  hoped  to  reach  the 
shore.  But,  as  misfortuuus  seldom  come  singly, 
as  had  luck  would  have  it,  the  rope  proved  too 
^ort,  consequently  the  boat  upset  in  the  suif ; 
though,  luckily,  all  the  crew  succeeded  io  making 
good  their  landing. 

There  remained  on  board  the  schooner  four 
persons  besides  myself  not  one  of  whom  knew 
anything  about  the  management  of  a  vessel.  !■ 
saw  at  a  glance  that  wc  could  expect  no  help 
from  the  shore  ;  and  I  was  so  heartily  sick  of  tbit 
protracted  voyviLgi>,  Mxii.  I  detAiruuncd  to  att^^pt 


PBOVIDENTIAL  PRESERVATION.  135 

Urimming  ashore,  at  all  risks.  1  knew  Uiere  was 
iotisiderablo  danger  ia  the  eObrt,  but  I  thought  if 
Ihe  schooner  struck  on  the  bar  or  was  driven  out 
»  sea,  that  the  risk  would  be*  still  greater.  I 
iherefore  jumped  on  the  taflfrail,  and,  as  the  neit 
leaTj  swell  passed  the  stem,  sprang  into  the 
»atep ;  at  the  same  time  calling  upon  my  neigh- 
•our,  Mr.  Ebert«,  to  follow  me,  which  he  had  pre- 
iously  agreed  to  do. 

I  was  a  good  swimmer,  but  had  not  calculated 
n  tho  debility  arising  from  nearly  five  weeks  of 
ftVLe,  I  however  buffeted  the  waves  manfully  till 
struck  the  current  of  the  river  wluch  set  strongly 
Jong  the  shore  of  the  Lake  to  the  southward ; 
onsequontly  I  was  driven  in  the  direction  of  the 
ight-h<ju80  point.  •  The  cliff  at  this  point  was 
jore  than  a  hundred  feet  in  height,  the  first 
wenty  from  tlie  Lake  being  a  perpendicular  bank 
f  stiff  clay,  against  which  the  waves  dashed  with 
reat  Tiolenco.  I  found  with  all  my  exertion  I 
>ald  not  weather  this  spot.  Luckily  for  me, 
swcver.  I  espied  the  head  of  a  birch-tree  which 
ang  down  from  tho  cliff  above.  This  tree  had 
3©ii   thrown  down  by  the  wind,  but  was  still 

•  A  lugb  point  of  Uoil  OB  the  (outk  aiik  of  Oodorioh  Harbour, 
aerrv<l  by  <lic  8u]ivriiii«iiduii  ot  liit-  Cunaila  Corajinjiy  iv  build 
llght'hoiiac  vfHia. 
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firmly  secured  to  the  bank  above  by  a  lat^ge 
of  roots  aad  earth  which  it  had  turned  up  in  itt 
lalt,  a  fortunate  circumsUinco  to  which  I  owod  wj 
prescrvatiou,  for  I  was  carried  directly  into  Ik 
branches  by  the  force  of  the  waves,  being  left  bj 
theni  at  least  ten  feet  from  the  water.  I  lott  M 
time  in  scrambling  up  the  tree  till  I  got  fini 
footing  on  the  sloping  bank,  where,  by  the  help  d 
young  twigs  and  brushwood,  I  found  myselC 
after  some  difficult  struggles,  safe  on  the  top  of 
tlie  cliff,  and  witliin  two  hundred  yards  of  my 
ovm  door.  Feeling  my  preservation  to  be  almoat 
miraculous,  I  did  not  forget  to  thank  the  Al* 
mighty  for  his  mercy  in  restoring  me  in  safety  to 
my  family  through  so  many  dangers. 

On  reaching  my  house  I  was  surprised  to  find 
00  one  witliin,  although  a  cliccrful  fire  blazed  on 
the  ample  hearth.  I  was  conjecturing  what  could 
be  the  reason  of  this,  when  my  dear  Mary  made 
her  ap[)caraucc  with  my  little  Maria  in  her  anna 
to  welcome  and  embrace  her  Wanderer,  whom  abe 
had  mourned  as  though  he  had  been  lost  to 
bcr  for  ever.  Ours  was  a  blessed  and  joyfnl 
meeting,  full  of  the  purest  conjugal  tenderness 
and  love.  i\y  poor  girl  then  told  mo  how  she 
had  sat  on  the  lighthouse  point  day  after  day, 
watching  till  her  cyce  ached  for  the  Itnig-dclayod 
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el,  which  few  had  e%'er  expected  to  see  again, 
le  had  continued  to  ho|ic,  even  against  hope, 
still  clinging  tu  the  cherished  idea  that  we 
verc  safe,  till  the  day  previouiSt  which  was  the 
thirty-fourth  of  our  absence,  when  upon  being  in- 
foniicd  tliat  a  barrel,  marked  with  the  name  of 
one  of  our  party,  had  been  picked  up  near  the 
Saugeen  by  the  Indians,  she  lost  the  confidence 
which  had  hitherto  kept  her  up,  and  the  same 
fear  entered  her  mind  tliat  all  the  town's-people  had 
long  entertained,  that  the  vessel  hod  been  dashed 
to  piecos  in  the  awful  storm,  and  that  consequently 
we  had  all  perished.  My  dc*ar  wife  could  there- 
fore hardly  realise  the  joyful  truth  when  Mr. 
Fullarton  ran  into  the  bouse  and  told  her  to  cheer 
up,  for  tiie  iichouner  was  in  sight  and  making  for 
the  harbour.  Upon  receiving  thi^  unexpected  ia- 
telligence  slie  ran  down,  filled  with  joy,  to  welcome 
my  arrival  ;  but  what  was  her  consternation  upon 
^■eiug  the  schooner  drift  back  over  the  bar,  and 
finally  strand  on  the  beach,  a  few  hundred  yards 
from  where  I  had,  unknown  to  any  one,  effected 
my  landing.  After  this  sad  scene  she  heard,  in 
reply  to  her  agonized  inquiry,  that  I  had  jumped 
overboard  with  the  intention  of  swimming  ashore, 
and  that  I  had  been  seen  close  to  the  point.  The 
darkness  prevented   those  in  the  schooner  from 
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ascertaining  whether  I  bad  succeeded  in  nukin; 
good  my  landing  or  not.  DiCiulfuUj  alarmod  she 
had  hurrlod  home  from  the  harbour,  knowing  that 
if  safe  I  should  most  probably  bo  there,  "Jlni 
thank  God,  my  dear  husbaud,"  she  said,  her 
beautiful  eyes  swimming  in  tears,  "  that  you  haw 
been  spared  by  a  merciful  Providence  to  me  and 
your  little  ones."  Warm  dry  clothing,  a  clieerfal 
fire,  and  the  tender  caros  of  an  aBectiooate  wiie 
80on  restored  me  to  my  wonted  health  and  usul 
spirits. 

Thus  ended  my  lirst  and  last  voyage  on  tk 
mighty  Huron,  that  vast  lake,  or  small  &edi- 
water  sea.  The  schooner,  on  examination,  wa 
not  the  least  injured.  By  good  luck  she  bad 
missed  the  point  and  stranded  herself  on  a  saodf 
beach,  opposite  itead's  tavern,  and  in  a  few  daji 
she  was  got  off  and  brought  safely  into  tin 
harbour. 


I  dUIT  THE  CANADA  COMPANY. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

tirrr  THi  REa*]uK  or  tks  CIMADiI  «ohpixy..^i.xavk  oodrhicii. 
■iroMswkKn  ^ocmizt. — WAf(Tor*ouoi«MoD*TioN  ai  khacm's 

nOtllK.— KT     UIcnI.«l>V    AND    IIBB     BBOOU. — XPKiailT    JtDTUH 

Tvnns. — DiioxDKatT  nxnivincR  of  thk  tol'HO  cutcu  hooMi — 

UtXS   UOHTtCH   OlICl  TIIKU    A    TlinAiniXri. —  TAHKIIK  OCBtT. 

OLD  lACtJUKf  IIICKOHT. — LOTaL  l^WVt*  AKD  TAITKKa  tUOtJ— 
TUB  I.-TIUTT  9r  mVtlPEXUS.— UTD>H  MSMX.— WARM  WNtOOMK 
— IU»P»   CAMT. 


I  HEARD  Bucb  flattering  accounts  from  my  Doaro 
fiiends  of  the  fast  increasing  prosperity  of  Peter- 
borough and  the  neighbourhood,  that  at  length  I 
made  up  my  mind  to  give  up  my  situation  with 
the  Canada  Company,  and  return  to  the  farm  I 
had  lofl  in  Otonabcc.  Several  reasons  prompted 
me  to  this  determination.  One  was  the  reduction 
of  my  salary,  wliicli  took  place  immediately  after 
Mr.  Gftlt'a  retirement.  The  Company's  affairs,  in- 
_deed,  after  that  event  were  conducted  on  a  much 

are  economical  plan  by  the  new  commusiooeTS. 
The  diminution  of  my  income  did  not  suit  a  young 
man  with  a  fast  increasing  family,  and  I  thought 
I  could  bettor  provide  for  them  on  a  kktm  qI  m'^ 
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own.  I  however  found  out  tn;  mistake,  after  1 
bad  left  tbe  Oompanj,  when  it  was  too  late  to 
remedy  the  evil,  and  1  committed  &  second  blon- 
der in  being  tempted  bj  a  good  offer  to  sell  mj 
farm  in  Otonabee,  close  to  the  ftist-rising  town  of 
I'ctvrburougli,  and  purchase  land  ten  miles  &rU>er 
back  in  the  Bush. 

As  soon  as  my  wife  and  I  hod  made  v^  VK 
minds  to  leave  Goderich,  I  sold  my  two  town- 
lota  and  the  improvements  upon  tbcm  for  fin 
hundred  dollars,  wliich  paid  me  very  well  for  Ibe 
speculation,  for  the  lots  cost  originally  twenty-fife 
dollars  each,  and  the  improvements  about  two 
hundred,  thus  in  little  more  than  two  yean  I 
doubled  my  capital. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  Uiat  knd  speculation 
li  one  of  the  surest  and  best  means  of  mak- 
ing money  in  Canada,  provided  the  speculate 
can  afford  to  ^nk  his  capital  for  a  few  year& 
He  must  also  be  a  person  well  acquainted  with 
the  country  and  its  capabilities,  the  quality  d 
the  hind  and  timber,  number  of  mill  privileges 
and  the  best  and  most  eligible  situations  for 
towns  and  villages,  in  which  case  tlierc  is  at 
danger  of  his  being  a  losor.  Indeed,  if  the 
land  Is  well  selected,  there  is  almost 
tainty  of  the  s^cuUbai  doubling  his  put 
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pnej  in  the  short  Npace  of  from  three  to  seven 

fOnthc  13th  of  February,  1831,1  bade  aJiou 
Goderich,  where  I  had  spent  manj'  happj  days. 
I  hired  a  Dutchman  from  the  settlement  with  bta 
liirobcr-steigh  and  span  of  horses  to  move  my 
&mily,  consisting  of  my  wife,  her  sister,  and  my 
two  children.  We  commenced  our  journey  in  the 
midst  of  a  heavy  suow-slorm,  which  had  Itccn  fall- 
ing without  intermission  since  the  previous  even- 
ing ;  this  rendered  the  road  almost  impassable  for 
our  team,  which  had  to  break  the  ruad  the  whole 
iray  to  the  settlements.  The  snow  was  so  deep 
that  the  beams  of  our  sleigh  were  constantly  im- 
bedded, so  that  we  were  unable  to  accomplish 
more  tlian  ciglitecn  miles  the  first  day. 

H  We  found  excellent  accommodation  at  Von 
^niond's  tavern,  which  had  just  boon  completed. 
Not  so,  however,  at  my  old  acquaintance  Sebach's, 
where  we  wore  doomed  to  stop  the  following 
night.  Anticipating  what  wc  might  expect  by 
former  experience,  wc  took  care  to  carry  provisions 
and  tea  for  our  own  use,  which  prove<l  a  necessary 

precaution- 

Kriie  extent  of  our  host's  accort^jjiod'^lwLS  were  ' 

%y  limited.     They  cousiated  of    ^  puWic  room. 

about  sixteen  feet  hy  twelve,  at    ^j,c  f'lrther  end 
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of  vhicb  a  door  o])cnc(l  into  a  naiTOw  sort  of 
closet,  which  served  for  a  bed-room,  wlicre  oo 
hostess  and  four  orlivo  of  her  younger  child  rendqit 
1  tliiuk  she  had  at  least  a  dozea.  The  eldest  d 
this  numerous  brood,  whom  she  called  Fater  (bis 
name,  however,  was  Peter),  could  not  be  more 
than  fourteen  or  Hftcoa  years  of  age  at  the  most 

A  Mrs.  R ,  and   her  little  daughter  Susan, 

who  were  moving  into  the  neighbourhood  of  Peter* 
borough,  formed  a  part  of  our  company,  whkk 
almost  filled  the  little  room.  Bad,  however.  H 
the  inn  was,  we  were  glad  to  avail  ourselves  of 
its  shelter.  Besides,  one  thing  at  least  we  foimd 
comfurtabie,  the  large  fire  blazing  cheerily  on  U> 
ample  hearth. 

In  regard  to  our  sleeping  we  had  some  difr 
culty  to  arrange  that  important  matter,  idnoe  tliej 
had  only  two  beds  for  our  numerous  party,  and 
they  were  both  in  the  same  room.  Under  titm 
circumstances  undressiug  was  out  of  the  qucstiea. 
Luckily  we  bad  several  horse-blankets  and  buf- 
falo-robes, so  that  1  was  enabled  to  separate  va 
dormitory  by  these  fancy  hangings.  The  toamsbR 
and  myself  contented  ourselves  with  a  shake-don 
before  the  lire,  where  five  of  our  hostess's  boys  iai 
already  ensconced  themselves  for  the  night  on  I 
number  of  decr-sklns. 


HTDNIQRT  ADVENTUEE8. 

About  tho  middle  of  the  nij;ht  we  were  awak- 
fined  by  one  of  the  Dutch  boys  tumbling  into 
the  fira  in  his  sleep,  llo  made  as  much  outcry  as 
if  he  liad  been  half-roasted,  tliough  on  examina- 
tion wo  found  he  had  escaped  with  only  a  slight 
burn  on  one  of  his  hands. 

This  little  incident  tiaving  thoroughly  roused  his 
brothers,  they  scented  determined  to  let  no  one 
sleep  for  Uic  remainder  of  the  night.  It  wa.s  in  vain 
that  I  threatened  them  with  a  suitable  caning,  if 
they  were  not  quiet,  for  they  either  did  not  or 
vrould  not  understand  English,  and  appeared  to 
regard  me  and  my  cane  with  absolute  unconcern. 
At  length  they  became  silent,  and  1  had  just 
fsilea  asleep  when  I  was  again  awakened  by  a 

shriek  firom  Jlrs.  R ,  who  seemed  to  be  in  an 

•gony  of  terror ;  and  no  wonder,  poor  woman !  for 
these  impish  Dutch  boys  had  slily  crept  under  the 
old  lady's  I>ed,  and  almost  frightened  her  out  of 
her  wits  by  placing  their  shoulders  under  the 
mattress  and,  all  lifting  together,  nearly  succeeded 
in  rolling  her  out  of  bed. 

I  could  not  help  laughing  at  the  trick,  but  the 
old  lady,  to  whom  it  was  no  joke,  was  in  a  great 
lagc,  and  shook  her  list  at  the  boys  and  scolded 
them  soundly.  Her  irate  eloquence  was  only 
Itceivcd  with  shouts  of  laughter  by  her  tormen- 
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tors,  in  the  midst  of  ivliii:h  our  old  Duicli 
made  her  appearance,  stick  in  baud,  which 
laid  about  her  with  great  dexterity,  to  the 
small  discomfiture  of  her  youDg  rebel  boors,  Thii 
well-merited  chastisemeot  had  the  desired  eS«t 
of  quieting  Master  Peter  and  his  brother  iiop^ 
who  let  us  sleep  soundly  during  the  reinainder  of 
the  night. 

Upon  the  evening  of  tlie  fourth  day  wc  reai^ 
Farewell's  Inn,  in  Whitby,  vthero  we  put  up  fof 
the  night.  After  supper  I  sauntered  into  the  Ur- 
room  to  Rpeak  with  the  landlord,  whom  1 
formerly  known.     While  I  was  conversing 

Mr.  F .  a  stranger  entered  the  room. 

new>comer  was  a  line  looking  handsome 
considerably  above  six  feet  in  height,  and 
put  together ;    still  I  knew  he  was  a  Yd 
the   moment   I    looked   at   him,    by    his   Id 
neck,  want  of  whiskers,  and   his   frcc-and- 
manncrs. 

"  Come,  landlord,  let  us  have  some  bittcis,: 
guess  it  is  my  treaty — I  am  no  slouch.     I  can 
you  my  names — I  am  called  Tom  Temple, 
am  from  the  Green  Mountains,  Slate  uf  Vb 
I  am  just  taking  a  look  at  this  country  of  yon 
come,  boys,  won't  you  liquor  ?  " 

So  saying  lie  filled  a  tumbler  half  full  of 


OLD  mCKORT  JACKSON. 


US 


wla$kcy,  and  propoGcd  the  health  of  old  Hickory 
Fackson. 

"  Pray,"  said  I,  "  why  do  you  call  your  Frcsi- 
ient  Old  Hickory  r 
'   "  Wa!,  now,  stranger,  I  will  just  tell  you  how 

i  was.     One  ttmo  when  our  old  gincral  was 

ing  to  'tack  tlie  Dritish,  he  made  us  a  bit  of  a 
lump  speech  on  the  occasion. — '  Now,  boys,'  said 
'  don't  you  see  them  are  tarnation  British, 
ast  step  into  the  woods,  and  every  one  of  you 
cut  a  good  hickory  gad,*  and  if  you  don't  whip 
hem  fellows  out  of  that  I  '11  whip  you.'  Wal, 
ne  just  done  as  Old  Hickory  told  us,  and  if  wc 
Sin't  take  a  most  unrighteous  suarl  of  them  I'm 
tacked,  that 's  alt.  jVnd  so  you  sec,  stranger,  that 's 
low  he  got  the  name  of  Old  Hickory  Jackson,  and 

tough  un  he  is,  you  may  depend." 

Such  was  the  extraordinary  account  given  mc 
rf"  General  Jackson's  fiomnw  de  guerre  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Temple,  Groon  Alountains,  State  of  Vcr- 
uont- 

It  i&  certunly  ridiculous  to  hear  some  of  these 
[entlemcn's  constant  bragadodo.  This  very  man, 
lefore  the  evening  wm  orer,  actually  persuade*! 
nir  landlord  to  hire  him  for  the  summer  at  twenty 
lollars  a  month  to  attend  his  saw-mill,  only  by 

*  Yuikee  G»  u  oi-);aul  or  tod. 

rw.  n.  H 
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dint  of  liis  own  sbeer  impudence  in  pnu^g 
self.  I  liavc  no  doubt  that  the  man  was  ca) 
enough,  but  to  hoar  lum  talk  you  would  su] 
ho  had  worked  in  every  mill  in  the  Union, 
deed,  his  answer  to  the  landlord,  who  a^ked  bin 
"  If  he  understood  working  in  a  saw-mill,  and  «- 
pairing  it  when  out  of  order  ?  "  was  charactcretk 
of  the  man,  and  in  a  few  words  conveyed  all  thtt 
could  be  said  on  the  subject. 

"  Wal,  I  guess  I  'm  a  clear  saw-roiR  mysdf ! ' 
Meaning  in  Yankee  parlance,  that  he  understood 
everything  connected  with  saw-milla,  and  tlw 
working  of  their  machinery. 

While  on  this  subject  I  may  as  well  relate  t 
laughable  circumstance  which  took  place  in  tb 

public  stage-coach.    Mr.  H.  I.  V ,  a  risii^ 

lawyer  in  the  county  of  Peterborough,  mi 
travelling  between  Coboui^g  and  Toronto,  htmsi 
for  one  of  his  companions  a  thin,  sallow-lookiis 
importation  from  the  United  States.  Amon; 
other  topics  the  conversation  turned  xipoa  tke 
marriage  of  our  young  Queen,  when  the  names  of 
several  royal  and  noble  personages  were  nea- 
tioned  by  the  different  passengers.  The  Yankee 
listened  with  great  attention  to  the  various  opi- 
nions expressed,  when,  addressing  himself  to  llK 
lawyer,  he  said, — 
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"  I  guess  now.  Mister,  you  all  make  a  mighty 
fasB  about  that  Miss  Kent,  why  our  Mat's*  son 
John  went  over  the  herring-pond  the  hul  way  to 
see  her ;  but  I  guess  he  din't  like  her  well  enough 
to  take  her." 

"\Vhy,  you  impudent  scoundrel,  is  that  the 
way  you  speak  of  our  lovely  young  queen !  I 
will  teach  you  to  use  more  becoming  language 
towards  the  Sovereign  Lady  of  the  realms." 

So  saying  tlio  loyal  young  lawyer  seized  the 
fool  by  the  collar,  and  ejected  him  from  tiie  coacli 
m  the  most  summary  manner  possible,  and  at  the 
greatest  risk  of  breaking  the  long  neck  of  the  ill- 
behaved  Yankee,  who  would  scarcely  venture  to 
lampoon  her  Majesty  in  the  presence  of  English 
gentlemen  again.  I  guess  be  had  hod  enough 
of  it.  My  readers  must  not  imagine  that  such 
men  as  I  have  described,  however,  are  fair  spe- 
cimens of  American  manners ;  perhaps  these  arc 
extreme  cases,  for  I  have  met  many  gentlemanly 
and  some  elegant  persons  both  in  Canada  and 
America  who  ought  not  to  be  classed  with  people 
like  him. 

Upon  the  evening  of  the  ^th  day  we  arrived 
without  farther  adventure  at  my  father-in-law's 
house.    1  need  hardly  say  what  a  joyful  meeting 

•  Matthew  VwiBurtn,  ilicn  IVetiilcnt  of  thcUiuiM^ttcft. 
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we  all  had  after  nearly  fourycara'  separation,  diw 
ing  which  period  many  eventful  circumstances  b«i 
occurred.  I  had  buried  my  eldest  child,  a  Sue  hcfj 
of  three  years  old,  to  my  great  regret,  but  God  had 
replaced  him  with  a  lovely  boy  and  a  girl,  which 
I  now  presented  with  some  paternal  pride  to  receive 
their  grandfather's  and  grandmother's  blessing. 

We  were  a  very  happy  [tarty  that  night  assem- 
bled round  the  cheerful  fire,  talking  oTor  the 
past,  and  anticipating  a  fortunate  future,  Nor 
did  I  forget  my  mother,  asters,  and  brother,  ot 
dear  old  Keydoo,  while  rejoicing  in  my  nnmion 
with  the  valued  relatives  I  bad  gained  by  mj 
second  marriage  to  a  lovely,  amiable,  and  worthj 
young  lady. 
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CHAPTER   X. 

BXCBAMS   MT   UXD    rON   A   tUT   IK    UOVBO    AND  ROM!  HARD  OUU. 
—  ADVAKTtoSR   or     i:iUU8TRT. O&MADIIK    OtlOHAUl*. BAY 

or  qtriNTit.  —  RmvT-nnjtmna.  —  amrkicak    ORAmuKW,   and 

HITIIOD  or  oaArnKO^^IIIirTOkT  or  a  poos  BLACKUdTII. — 
ax     UE»     A      GHOST.  —  CnUKLTV     Of     CABOLtKB     aHIHHHlWS'* 

rAHILY.  —  UBKBROIIB     OBaAVIHUll      OF     rOfPINo't     UOTMBK. 

DtAliOGUK  HETITRBN  TUB  MltTItR  IlLiaXIUITII  AKD  nil  TOUS- 
MA».— CtlKAP   WAY    OF     DBISO    GOOD. — DISTUBS    AND   POVBRTY. 

MY    tIStKH     IDTIHDI     OOPPINO      TO     DO     TO     CAKADA.  US 

UACBU  MB  l>  l-KNUitY. —  OVAICOB  IN  HIS  ClllCOIiaTAXCM. 
—■If  >rTTI.KIIBNT.^^i:M  KBARCn  FOB  HiB  LOT. — BIS  WUR[. 
MKB   AKO    FATIIKTIC    EXOLAMATIO.V. — Ilia     LOCAT10.>.— OOMrOIIT- 

ASLK   cinaL'iiiiiMUl;!)  ako  dbcbask  Arran  eowi  happy  ykam 

■FSHT    (»•    UPKII   CAHADA. TUB   BllBU. — OUn  EXPIOMKO  PAtTT. 

POOR      OAPPI.Mj'h     La  MB  n  tat  I  UN  e. WR     tllVB      KAHM    TU    UDB 

LOOATIOm.— ITXTROHIHINa  VIEW  OF    THK    III.ACBVKITIl'll    LAND. 

RW    LOT  tVIUI*   OUT   niLL. — HI!  St<CCBa«    AI    A    RKTTUin.^COK- 

OLUiJOK  OF  nn  iiinoiir. 

Soon  al'ter  ray  return  from  the  Huron  tract,  I 
toade  a  trade,  as  the  Americans  call  it ;  that  is,  I 
exchanged  my  two  hundred  acre  lot  of  land  in 
the  township  of  Otonaboo,  for  the  same  number 
of  acres  in  the  township  of  Douro.  and  six  him* 
dred  dollars  in  cash.  I  was  induced  to  take  this 
step  for  several  reasons,  the  principal  of  which 
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was,  that  I  could  increase  tho  quantity  of  m; 
acres,  by  purchasing  wild  lands  in  the  neigfabou^ 
hood,  at  a  low  price,  which  I  could  not  do  in  tk 
part  where  t  was  living.  Then  the  situatton  of 
my  new  purchase  was  more  beautiful,  the  Uod 
bettor,  and  the  fishing  and  shootiog  sooond  to  nooe 
in  the  province — a  great  temptation  to  a  young 
man,  and  csjicciaUy  to  one  fond  of  wild  sports. 

Though  I  was  well  aware  that  it  would  be  yeam 
before  my  new  location  could  poesess  tho  comforts 
I  was  leaving,  still  I  looked  forward,  hopefully,  to 
the  time  when,  by  my  own  exertions,  I  should  haTC 
overcome  all  the  diflScuIties  of  my  new  positioa, 
and  established  a  pleasant  home  for  my  family. 

I  do  not  know  a  greater  charm  than,  after 
years  of  toil  and  privation,  to  see  what  perseve- 
rance and  industry  have  accomplished.  To  know 
that  your  pretty  cottage,  your  orchards,  your  fruit- 
ful fields,  and  ornamental  improvements  arc  the 
work  of  your  own  hands  ;  and  that  a  few  short 
years  ago,  the  solitary  forest  reigned  undistutfaed 
where  now  yon  behold  all  the  comforts  of  civi- 
UzatioiL 

Many  persons,  on  leaving  England  for  Canada, 
fimcy  they  shall  sec  nothing  but  interminable 
woods  and  lakes.  This  was,  no  doubt,  the  case  in 
r^ard  to  tho  Upper  Province  fifty  years  ago ;  bnt 
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!j  forget  what  the  hardy  bands  of  pioneer  enu- 
k  grants  have  effected  in  that  short  period,  and  that 
k  ft  bcit  of  land,  following  the  course  of  the  great 
■--'-fit.  Lawrenoe,  and  the  lakes  from  the  embouchure 
Ik!  of  the  Ottawa  to  the  Saugeen  river  on  Lake 
fc  Huron,  a  distance  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
t  miles,  b}-  an  average  depth  of  forty,  have  been 
L  reckumed  from  the  forest  and  thickly  settled  by  a 
^  thriving  and  industrious  population. 

The  &rm-hoases  along  the  great  leading  roadd 
are,  for  the  most  part,  superior  in  appearance  to 
those  in  the  old  country ;  though,  in  point  of 
taste  and  oraamontal  arrangement,  they  fall  short 
of  them.  This  is  principally  owing  to  the  want 
of  shrubberies.  The  holly  and  ivy  which  impart 
I  such  a  charm  to  the  English  cottage  will  not  grov, 
it  is  said,  in  Canada.  This  is  tlie  more  surprising, 
as  these  ornamental  trees  arc  said  to  thrive  beat 
in  a  cold  country  ;  at  least,  so  sings  the  poot : — 

I"  Kot  ihe  ivv,  liii!  ash,  and  the  bonnj  holly  tree, 
Oh  I  ibey  grow  beat  In  tli«  North  oouutry." 

However,  in  some  respect,  to  make  up  for  this  de- 
fect, Canada  can  boast  of  as  fine  orchards  as  can 
be  found  in  any  part  of  the  world.  From  the 
river  Trent  to  Belleville,  on  the  Bay  of  Quiute, 
for  twelve  miles  the  road  runs  between  almost 
a  continuous  line  of  them.    In  the  month  of  May, 
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when  the  trees  aro  ia,  full  blossom,  nothing 
exceed'  tlic  beauty  of  the  country.  That  love 
sheet  of  water,  the  bay  of  Quintc,  rans  parallel  to 
this  pretty  chain  of  orchards,  the  ground  sloping 
gently  towards  the  shore,  fringed  here  and  there 
with  groves  of  hickory  and  butternut,  which  tend 
greatly  to  increase  the  natural  beauty  of  the  scene. 

The  best  climate  for  fruit  of  all  sorts,  and 
where  it  most  abounds,  is  undoubtedly  round  the 
head  of  Lake  Ontario,  and  the  peninsula  lyi:^ 
between  Hamilton  and  Long  Point,  on  Lake  Erie. 
The  standard  peach  comes  to  perfection  in  this 
part  of  the  country.  Indeed,  in  some  years  the 
fruit  is  so  plentiful  that  bushels  may  bo  sees 
lying  rotting  under  the  trees,  their  only  consumeis 
apparently  being  the  pigs.  The  Western  Cana- 
dians pay  much  greater  attention  to  their  o^ 
chards  now  than  they  formerly  did ;  the  best  kind 
of  fruit  being  introduced  from  England  and  the 
United  States. 

The  American  nursery-men  have  a  method  of 
raising  trees  by  root-grafting,  which  is  by  far  a 
surer  and  more  expeditious  plan  than  that  io 
common  use.*     Instead  of  clay  they  prefer  a 


•  111  the  spring  of  tlio  jrai  Amciican  gmftBincu  1t»vpI  tkrmifb 
the  C*niu!iati  MMilciiiciitd  ]>ruviiIiH!  with  the  bcrt  ilcacrtf 
icion*  from  American  orchnnb.     Tbctc  mm  clivge  to  mu 


Ifil        HISTORY  OP  CABOUKB  0RIM8HAWE. 

matcl^  known :  she  thought  them  iDteresting  peo- 
ple, anxious  for  spiritual  instruction,  and  remem- 
bered that  they   had  formerly  been   kind  ami 
helpful  to  their  neighbours,  by  whom  they  were 
mucli  beloved.    During  a  period  of  kgiicultunl 
distress  in  Suffolk  this  family  had  previously  been 
reduced  to  the  utmost  distress.     In  the  hotb  Sly- 
ness of  Copping  it  was  some  time  before  tl»ey 
could  procure  a  nurse,  but  the  people  near  one 
day  gave  them  their  gratuitous  services ;  until 
my  sister  was  pleased  to  fmd  there  a  handsome 
intelligent  young  woman  who  bad  come,  to  use 
a  Suff<tlk  phrase,  "to  do  for  the  family."    Now, 
doing  for  a  family  in  slang  parlance,  would  stand 
for  taking  them  in ;  however,  in  Anglo-Saxoo 
it  signifies  able  assistance  in  the  general  m- 
nagcmont  of  a  household ;  and  this  the  pretty 
Caroline  Grimshawe  was  come  to  do ;  "  and  all  for 
love  and  nothing  for  reward,"  iu  grateful  retom 
for  a  home  afforded  her  in  childhood  by  the 
man,  Copping's  mother. 

Caroline  bad  a  curious  romantic  story  attacl 
to  her  birth  and  bringing  up,  which  I  will  relate 
just  as  her  foster-brother  told  it  to  my  sister  : 

"  Ma'am,"  said  he  to  my  sister,  "  I  was  a  natiie 
of  Ualcsworth,  in  Suffolk;  my  parents  were  boneit 
poor  people,  quite  unlettered  ;  but   clean  and 


itorn 

WOjJ 

Kbell 


HISTORY   OP  CABOLINE  QttUdSHAWE.        155 

quite  (quiet),  burdened  with  a  large  family,  yet 
just  able,  with  God's  help,  to  got  along. 

"  It  happened  that  a  woman  from  Lincolnshire 
and  her  husband  used  to  come  to  Ilalesworth  with 
a  huckster's  cart  ;  'licensed  hawker*  was  the 
word  [>ut  on  ihe  out ;  but  huckster  was  what  wc 
called  the  man  ;  nevertheless,  my  mother  bought 
my  father's  shirts  of  them ;  and.  as  our  house  was 
out  of  the  town,  near  it,  yet  standing  by  itself, 
these  people  used  to  lodge  with  us  when  they  came 
our  way,  their  cart  being  locked  up  in  the  for- 
mer's bam,  for  whom  my  father  worked.  Grim- 
shawc  had  scventl  sons  and  daughters  grown  np  ; 
some  were  in  trade,  olhcn;  in  fonns  in  his  own 
county,  and  ho  was  a  wcoltby  man.  My  mother 
wondered  he  did  not  leave  off  travelling  the 
country  and  set  up  himself  for  a  gentleman,  and 
his  wife  for  a  lady ;  but  he  had  been  a  huckster 
all  his  life,  and,  I  suppose,  he  liked  it  better  than 
being  a  gentleman.  It  happened  that  tatc  in  life 
Mrs.  Grimshawe  was  likely  to  have  a  baby,  and 
worse  tluin  that,  the  cluld  would  come  into  the 
world  at  an  inconvenient  period,  just  in  the  time 
of  the  Suffolk  journey.  Both  parents  were  rather 
sorry  at  the  prosiicct  of  another  child,  for  the 
woman  hoped  she  should  have  had  no  more,  and 
her  fomily  were  grumbling  about  tlie  expected 
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addiUon  to  their  number,  and  were  incUoed 
givo  the  poor  little  Granger  an  unkind  wele 
to  this  world  of  sorrow.  Things  wore  not  mond 
by  the  death  of  the  man,  whose  eldest  sons  we 
the  execotoTS  of  a  will  wade  man/  years  before,] 
aud  iu  wbich  no  mention  of  course  was  made  of  I 
an  unborn  child. 

"  Well,  the  long  and  the  short  of  it  all  is,  that 
the  poor  widow  Grimsfaawc  took  her  Suflblk 
journey  in  the  cart,  and  stopping  at  my  mother's 
house,  gave  birth  in  her  fiftieth  year  to  a  fine 
lovely  girl,  whom  she  named  C&rotiQc.  Hj  mo- 
ther's mouth  was  just  up  from  her  confinement 
with  me,  for  I  was  her  seventh  child,  a  slip  of  a 
thiug  not  half  so  fine  and  thriving  as  Caroline. 
But  my  mother  had  a  superabundance  of  nourish- 
mcmt  for  me  while  the  widow  had  none  for  her 
hungry  baby.  So  it  was  agreed  between  the 
friends  that  my  good  mother  should  sliarc  her 
milk  between  us. 

"  By  this  arrangement  Caroline  was  left  behind, 
in  Suffolk,  and  the  widow  returned  to  Lincoln- 
shire. Very  fond  was  I  of  my  fost«r-sistcr,  whom 
my  mother  took  to,  just  as  if  she  had  been  her 
own  ;  and  when  the  course  of  the  year  brought 
batk  the  widow  Grimsliawe,  slie  was  so  proud  of 
her  baby  and  su  thankful  to  my  mother,  whom  she 
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paid  handsotnclj  for  her  trouble,  and  thaokcd  too. 
Caroline  was  hit  with  ua,  ^r  aflor  year,  in  thla 
manner,  and  verj  dear  she  was  to  us  all.  I  colled 
her  sister,  but  no  sifter  I  ever  had  was  ever  half  so 
much  to  me.  We  slept  in  the  same  crib,  and  her  fair 
&oe  and  golden  curls  must  have  made  her  look 
like  a  little  angel,  so  close  to  my  dark  check  and 
black  straight  hair  :  but  no  matter,  she  loved  me 
just  the  same  as  if  1  tiad  been  prettier. 

"  The  arrival  of  Caroline's  mother  was  quite  a 
gay  time  for  us ;  she  brought  sweets  and  nice 
frocks  for  the  children,  and  we  lived  so  well  while 
she  stayed  with  us.  She  promLsed  a  Lincolnshire 
cow  for  mother,  and  agreed  to  hire  a  rich  piece  of 
meadow-land  to  pasture  her  on.  This  was  to  be 
done  the  next  sununcr,  when  she  came  agun.  Id 
this,  her  last  visit  to  Ilalesworth,  for  so  it  proved 
to  be,  she  often  lamented  to  my  mother  the  un- 
kind feeling  manifested  towards  her  ^thcrlcss 
babe  by  her  grown-up  family.  '  She  liad  borne 
her,'  she  said,  '  at  an  unusual  period  of  life,  and 
this  had  made  the  child  unwelcotue.'  She  added 
'that  slio  herself  feared  little  Gary  would  have 
none  of  her  father's  savings ;  but  she  was  working 
hard  to  save  for  her.' 

"  Time  passed  on,  little  Caroline  was  not  well 
U  tnis  midsummer,  and  the  day  had  been  hoV 
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and  my  mother  had  put  us  both  to  bed  in 
afternoon,  incaoing  to  take  us  up  at  supper  time.'' 
However,  Gary  was  eo  sound  asleep  that  she 
would  not  awaken  her.  So  I  had  my  supper  aiul 
sat  on  mj  mother's  knee  just  opposite  the  laddw 
leading  to  the  two  little  chambers  above.  5ow  wha( 
I  am  going  to  relate  may  se«m  as  strango  to  you, 
ma'am,  as  it  does  to  mo ;  therefore,  I  am  only 
about  to  tell  you  what  was  told  to  me,  for  I  do  Dot 
remember  it,  being  only  five  yoara'  old  at  the  time. 

"  Our  house,  as  I  before  said,  was  close  to  (iuM 
town,  standing  quite  by  itself.  It  had  only  one 
door  and  no  regular  staircase,  but  a  ladder  leading 
up  to  two  small  chambers,  and  these  chambers  had 
no  doors,  so  that  if  any  one  were  entering  the 
first  room  tlicy  would  be  seen  on  the  highest  step 
of  the  Udder.  The  only  door  of  the  house  was 
shut,  because  my  mother  was  beginning  to  take  off 
my  clothes  white  I  was  on  her  lap.  We  were  not 
alone.  Two  neighbours  were  with  us,  when  look- 
ing up  from  my  mother's  knees  I  suddenly  cried 
out  at  the  top  of  my  voice,  '  Caroline's  mother  is 
come  !     Caroline's  mother  is  come  !* 

"^ly  mother  and  her  neighbours  natunll} 
looked  to  the  window  which  they  supposed  A» 
bad  passed,  and  one  opened  the  door;  bat  no 
Mrs.  Grimshavc  was  there. 
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*"CKild  70U  must  iiave  soeu  somo  woman  like 
her  pass  the  window,  for  you  seo  nobody  is  here.' 

" '  Yes,  yes,  Caroline's  mammy  is  here,  for  there 
she  stands  on  the  top  of  the  ladder ;  and  now  she 
hafi  gone  into  the  chamber  to  see  Gary,'  was  my 
answer. 

"  My  mother  and  her  fiiends  looked  up,  but  no 
one  was  there.  It  was  still  light,  and  my  podtive 
assertion  troubled  her.  She  ran  up  into  the 
chamber  and  found  the  child  in  a  troubled  and 
unquiet  sleep.  She  took  her  up  in  licr  arms  and 
catered  the  other  chamber,  looked  under  the  beds 
and  in  both  the  closets,  thiuking  some  strange 
woman  had  got  into  the  Iiouse  ;  but  no  one  was 
there.  She  had  been  at  home  all  day  on  account 
of  Caroline's  indisposition.  No  one  could  have 
entered  the  bouse  without  her  knowledge.  'How- 
ever, there  was  no  accounting,''  she  said,  'for 
children ;'  so  after  she  and  the  good  women  had 
wondered  a  Uttte  the  matter  was  forgotten. 

"A  few  days  after  this  adventure  she  met  an 
acquaintance  who  asked  her  '  what  she  meant  to 
do  with  her  nurse-child  now  her  mother  was  dead.' 

"  She  naturally  required  an  exptaaation ;  upon 
which  he  told  her  '  he  had  seen  the  death  of  the 
widow  in  the  newspaper,'  who  it  seems  had  died 
of  a  fovcr  on  the  road  while  on  her  way  to  Suffolk, 
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the  same  day  od  which  I  had  seen  her  enter  the 
chamber  wbcrc  her  child  was  sleeping. 

"You  sec.  Miss  Jftoe."  continued  the  poor 
blacksmitb,  "  though  I  have  seen  a  spirit,  I  do  not 
remember  it,  nor  can  I  guess  wb;- 1  alone  saw  that 
poor  widow ;  but  I  can  fancy  that  in  passing 
away  from  the  world  on  her  journey  to  another, 
the  soul  of  the  poor  mother  might  come  to  rtat 
her  orphan  little  one,  to  mourn  over  her  who  was 
to  bo  robbed  of  everything  but  her  undying  lore,  m 
Well  she  knew  too  that  1  was  mortal  fond  of  my 
pretty  playfellow,  which,  jwrhaps,  was  the  canse 
why  bho  showed  herself  alone  to  me.  But  tlie 
child  looked  strange  when  my  mother  took  her 
up,  and  her  eyes  stared  as  if  she  had  seen  a  spirit, 
and  she  was  kinder  dull  and  heavy  for  some  dajs 
after  her  mother's  gliost  had  come  to  her  bedside.' 
"  Well,  Copping,"  asked  my  sister,  "did  Oaro- 
line's  brothers  and  sisters  do  justice  to  the  little 
orphan  ] " 

'*  No,  Miss  Jane,  they  disowned  her  altogether, 
as  you  slioU  hear ;  for  first  the  farmer  for  whom 
fother  worked,  and  then  the  clcrgymaQ,  wrote  to 
ask  tlicin  what  tlicy  intended  to  do  with  the 
child.  They  answered  by  post  from  Lincolnshire, 
impudent-like,  denying  that  their  mother  ever 
had  Iiad  such  a  daughter,  declaring  that  her  age 
rendered  thcaU!Wita6a\.v(i.ct«2kWwu    - 
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My  mother  was  odvbed  to  scad  Carolino  to. 

tbe  worfcliouse  ;  but  that  she  vowed  she  never 

—  would  do,  since  the  child  wliom  she  had  nourished 

pB|  at  her  own  bosom  and  who  had  been  to  her  as  a 

^K  daughter,  should  not  ho  reared  in  such  a  place  as 

rtiiat.     Besides,  her  son  Sam,'  she  added,  '  was  so 
fond  of  Caroline  that  it  would  break  hi^  little 
I        heart  to  part  with  her.' 

"  She  kept  her  word,  and  being  too  poor  to  put 
her  nurse-child  to  school,  scut  her  with  mc  to  that 
free  school  at  IlaJesworth,  where  so  many  poor 
children  have  had  a  good  education  given  them. 

"  I  learned  a  trade,  or  rather  two,  that  of  a 
tallow-ehandler  first,  afterwards  that  of  a  black- 
smith ;  and  Carolino  went  to  service.   She  has  just 
lost  her  kind  old  mistress,  and  has  come  to  nurse 
us  both,  bringing  with  her  the  legacy  of  ten  pounds 
left,  her  by  that  good  friend,  to  help  us  at  a  pinch." 
My  sister  expressed  her  wonder  that  he  had 
not  married  Caroline  ;  but  he  replied,  "  No,  Miss 
Jane,  1  always  thought  that  she  was  my  sister,  and 
my  brotherly  feelings  never  changed  towards  her, 
and,  indeed,  never  could.    My  mistress*  has  often 
becu  surprised  too  ;  but  I  should  have  thought  it 
just  as  bad  as  marryiug  my  own  sister." 

•   la  Suffolk  liiuibiindii  nlwayg  giylc  their  wives  Mistreu,  tud 
good  wive*  call  their  putBun  Muu-r. 
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There  is  sometliiag  very  beautiful  in  the  tdnd- 
ness  of  Uic  pool  for  one  another  when  it  is  found 
under  circumstances  so  tryiDg.  What  could  be 
more  generous  than  the  conduct  of  the  iio- 
poverished  mother  of  seven  children  in  Uiiu 
maintainiag.  educating,  and  clothing  another  child 
not  at  all  related  to  herself!  What  a  contnA 
between  this  tender  foster-mother's  treatment  of 
the  deserted  orphan  and  the  sordid,  unnatoral 
conduct  of  her  own  family  I  Yet  Caroline  was  a 
handsome,  clever,  well-mannered  girl,  vho  mi^ 
f  have  done  honour  to  a  higher  station  than  thai 
from  which  they  had  excluded  her  I  Xo  doubt  the 
law  could  have  forced  them  to  give  up  her  pot- 
tioa  ;  but  her  only  frieud  being  a  poor,  unlottcnd 
womaa  she  was  unjustly  robbed  of  her  lightt. 
Poor  Caroline  had  the  misfortune,  I  am  told,  to 
get  a  Imd  husband,  in  a  Norwich  weaver — a  ad 
conclusion  to  her  singular  story. 

Copping  was  a  good  hand  at  bis  business,  boi 
the  removal  of  a  nobleman's  racing  stud  from  Utt 
Tillage  where  he  lived  affected  his  humble  fiH^ 
tunes:  several  good  hands  were  thrown  out  of 
employ,  and  amongst  them  our  poor  blacksmith- 
He  jobbed  about  from  place  to  place,  and,  re- 
luctantly enough,  worked  for  Boniface  B.,  a  con- 
firmed infidel,  who  did  all  he  could  to  turn  awa; 
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fc:  from  the  truth  his  poor,  working  hand.  One  dft;^ 
^^bo  foUowing  curious  dialogue  took  place  betweea 
^hem. 

^^  "  As  for  religious  people,  I  hato  ttiem,"  com- 
menced Boniface.  "  Now,  Sam,  there  cannot  be 
a  better  man  than  myself,"  remarked  the  repro- 
bate master  to  his  wiser  foreman.  "  Do  you  know 
a  better,  pray  V 

"  Why  yes,  at,  I  think  I  do  know  some  a  little 
better." 

*'  Why,  Bor,  •  I  always  pays  you  your  wages. " 

"  True,  sir ;  but  then  you  know  I  should  not 
work  for  you  unless  yon  did,"  was  Copping's 
shrewd  rejoinder. 

**  If  I  am  not  a  good  man  I  do  not  know  what  a 
good  man  is — Sam,  can  you  say  I  am  a  bad  man  V 

"  ^,  I  daro  not  call  you  a  good  one.  Tou  get 
dmnk  very  often,  beat  your  poor  wife,  swoar,  and 
never  go  to  a  place  of  worship,  and  drink,  smoke, 
and  fight  the  livo-long  Sabbath  day." 

Bonny  fi.  sneered  as  he  mado  this  taunting 
answer.  "I  am  not  an  old  Methodist,  for  that 
is  worse  than  anythmg  else :  besides,  if  I  choose 
to  go  to  the  devil  my  own  way  I  have  a  right  to 
do  so  if  I  like.    Uowerer,  Sam,  as  I  said  before, 

■  BoT  ii  uacd  univenally  in  cotninon  Siiffalk  finrlsncc  bj  iW 
workiiijj  cluMCi,  ood  1  bcliere  is  the  diminutive  of  nrighbor. 
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I  always  pays  you  your  wages,  and  so  I  think  I 
am  a  good  man." 

Well,  Cupping's  vciy  virtuoxis  master,  in 
own  opinion,  was  soon  ruined,  and  be  found 
ployment  with  a  worthy  man  some  miles 
home;  but  times  were  hard,  and  he  was  dii- 
charged  when  work  was  slack,  and  was  forced 
to  follow  agricultural  employments,  and  finally 
was  set  to  labour  on  the  roads.  He  came  to  my 
sister,  and  could  not  help  weeping  when  he  toM 
her  of  his  degradation.  She  advised  him  *'  to  go 
to  Canada,"  where  his  two  trades,  and  some  know- 
ledge of  rural  employments,  would  soon  make  him 
a  rich  man.  She  tiualty  overcame  the  reluctance 
of  his  wife,  gave  him  a  letter  of  recommcndatioD 
to  me,  and  traced  out  his  route  by  the  help  of  my 
correspondence  with  my  family.  He  sold  off  hJi 
furniture,  took  leave  of  my  sister,  with  many  tears, 
and  found  his  way  up  the  country  to  me.  He 
had  only  one  halfpenny  in  his  pocket  and  a  dying 
child  iu  his  arms  when  he  reached  me.  His  wife 
and  little  Sarah  were,  however,  iu  good  health, 
and  I  soon  found  a  shelter  for  them,  and  was  osly 
too  happy  to  assist  a  nrtuous  Suffolk  man  from 
my  own  neighbourhood  :  and  I  shall  now  be  able 
to  sliow  the  change  effected  by  coming  out  w 
Canada,  in  the  circumstances  of  an  honest,  worthy 
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creature,  who  would  have  worked  industriously  at 
bis  trade  in  the  old  country  if,  poor  fellow,  he 
could  have  found  work  to  do.  I  will,  therefor^ 
describe  the  manner  in  which  I  settled  my  sister 
Jamt's  proti!f/i,  when  I  found  a  good-hearted,  in- 
H  dustrious  man,  always  remembering  in  his  pro»- 
■  polity  with  deep  gratitude  the  painful  poverty 
t  from  which  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  rescue  him. 
I  Fortunately  for  Copping,  a  friend  of  mine 
I  wanted  a  man  and  his  wife  for  tlic  remainder  of 
I  the  summer  ;  so  that,  at  once,  J  was  able  to  get 
both  of  them  employment  and  the  use  of  a  small 
log-house,  until  such  time  as  they  could  procure 
land  and  build  one  of  their  own. 

A  few  days  after  Copping  was  settled  in  his 
new  abode,  liis  youngest  cliild  and  only  boy  sick- 
cned  and  died.  Ho  had  been  ailing  all  the  voy- 
age, having  been  weakly  from  his  birth.  The  poor 
fiikther  came  to  me  in  great  distress  on  the  morning 
of  the  child's  death,  and  with  tears  in  his  eyes 
told  me  he  had  no  money  to  buy  a  coffin  or  provide 
for  the  funeral  cxponses. 

I  told  him  not  to  be  down-hearted  ;  for,  as  the 
child  had  been  sickly  so  long,  it  was  a  mercifiil 
dispensation  that  the  infant  sufferer  was  taken 
from  him.  As  for  the  interment,  I  assured  him 
he  need  not  trouble  himself  about  that,  as  little 
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funeral  expense  was  required  in  the  hash.  We 
soon  made  a  coffin.  On  the  following  daj  our  prcf*- 
rations  being  completed,  ivc  carried  the  child  to  tfe 
Peterborough  graYe-yard,  followed  by  the  sorrow- 
ing emigrant  and  his  siirriring  &mily ;  and  I 
buried  him  beudc  the  grave  of  my  own  first-bora 
son,  whom  I  hod  loet  Uic  year  before — a  drcmiH 
stance  that  greatly  consoled  poor  Copping. 

Soon  after  tJiis  event  I  applied  for  and  <A- 
tained  a  lot  of  land  of  one  hundred  and  tweo^ 
acres  for  him,  on  tlie  .same  terms  as  Uio  ne* 
colony  of  emigrants  located  in  the  township  of 
Dummer  :  that  is,  to  pay  to  Government  fite 
shillings  on  acre,  to  he  paid  in  five  yean  and 
actual  settlement.  His  land  was  about  two  mik* 
above  mine,  in  the  township  of  Douro,  where  onr 
travels  over  our  lots  furni^cd  us  with  a  series  d 
adventures ;  more  amusing  to  me  and  a  fiiend, 
than  to  our  poor  Suffolk  blacksmith,  who  bi^ 
more  good-nature  than  pluck,  and  who  was  igno- . 
rant  of  the  toils  and  hardships  of  exploring  fv 
land  in  the  bush. 

Nothing  can  really  be  more  bewildering  thinl 
lot  of  wild  land  covered  with  unfcUcd  forests^  n 
inaptly  but  usually  termed,  in  Colonial  laogoage, 
the  Bush.  To  examine  and  penetrate  a  lot  d 
two  hundred  or  more  acres,  in  its  original  stat 
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is  always  an  herculean  labour,  attended  with  some 
difficulties,  loss  of  time,  and  bewilderment.  My 
lately  purchased  lot  and  Copping's  grant  were  as 
yet  terra  incognitas  to  us  both. 

liowerer,  I  was  an  experienced  backwoodsman, 
while  bo,  poor  fellow,  was  quite  oat  of  his  ele- 
ment, being  fresh  from  Sufiblk — that  garden  of 
East  Anglia,  with  its  rich  com  tracts  and  lovely 
pastures. 

Neither  Copping  nor  myself,  as  I  have  said, 
had  yet  been  upon  our  land  ;  so  it  was  agreed 
that  we  should  go  up  in  September  and  com- 
mence a  settlement,  assisting  one  another  in 
building  shanties,  &c.  The  distance  from  Pcter- 
borongh  to  Copping's  location  being  elovca  miles, 
of  which  only  the  first  four  were  cut  out.  .the 
remaining  seven  following  the  upward  counse  of 
the  river,  at  that  time  was  composed  of  a  dense 
thicket  of  pine  and  cedar,  in  some  places  almost 
impassable. 

Upon  the  20th  day  of  September,  1831,  Cop- 
ping, a  young  Englishman  of  the  name  of  Row- 
landson,  and  myself  started  on  our  expedition, 
each  carr}-ing  an  axe  and  eighty  pounds'  weight 
in  blankets,  provisions,  and  other  necessaries. 

Although  the  dLttance,  in  a  straight  line,  was 
not  so  very  great,  yet,  ovring  to  the  wssA  »A  ». 
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road,  or  indued  any  track,  we  were  obliged  to  de- 
viate 80  often  ftx)m  our  course,  and  liad  so  oabj 
times  to  climb  over  fallen  timber  or  wade  throng 
wot  ccdur-swamps,  that  tlie  distance  was  nnri; 
doubled.  Had  wc  onlj  known  that  good  hud 
wood-laud,  easy  to  travel  through,  lay  not  more 
than  forty  rods  from  ibo  riTcr,  we  should  liavc  got 
on  much  better.  But  we  were  afiaid  of  leaving 
the  river,  as  we  had  no  otbar  gmde. 

1  knew  by  the  diagrom  of  the  township  that 
my  land  came  down  to  the  shore  of  the  first  lake 
above  the  rapids ;  but,  when  within  a  mile  d'oor 
desired  haven,  poor  Copping  sat  himself  down  oa 
a  log  and  declared  he  could  go  no  further.  Per- 
suasion was  useless ;  "  I  am  wholly  done,  sir !  I 
can't  carry  that  pack  another  step."  He  tha 
burst  into  tears,  cr}'ing  and  lamenting  bis  haid 
fate  in  this  odd  way  :— "Oh,  Master  Samewell,^ 
I  wish  I  were  home  again  at  Wangfor;-t'  yon 
would  not  catch  me  here  again,  I  know."  For 
he  was  not  a  streng-mindcd  man,  and  bad  a  poor 
constitution  by  nature. 

"  WcH,"  said  I,. "  Copping,  it  is  of  no  use  being 
down-hearted  ;  that  won't  get  us  out  of  our  dJiB* 

*  IliR  Snffalk  my  or  pronouncing  SMnool. 
+  The  villn^c  of  ^^'IUlgf<l^l],  iii  Suflbtk,  wher«  tlic  poor  lilwl 
Hnitli  wnl  to  live  WTotc  he  came  w  Caakda  Wcm. 
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cultics.  Tou  will  Iflugh  yourself,  by  and  by,  at 
these  little  troubles.  Come,  pick  up  your  pack, 
ami  let  us  proceed.  I  kuow  wc  caunot  bo  very 
far  from  my  land.  Besides,  the  sun  will  soon  be 
down,  and  n-e  liavc  our  camp  to  make,  firc-wood  to 
chop,  and  a  number  of  other  things  to  do  before 
dark." 

All  our  arguments,  however,  proved  in  vain ; 
for,  to  use  Copping's  own  words.  "  He  was  done 
— wholly  done;"  so  at  last  llowlandson  and  I 
took  compassion  on  him^  and  divided  his  pack 
betweeo  us,  leaving  him  only  his  axe  to  carry, 
will)  which  he  managed  to  get  along. 

Thus  doubly  weighted,  we  toiled  on  till  the 
bright  waters  of  Kaw-che-wah-noonk  Lake  glit- 
tered before  us,  in  the  rosy  hues  of  the  sotting 
snn.  A  few  rods  farther  on,  a  pretty  little 
stream  contributed  its  scanty  tribute  to  the  swift 
flowing  Otonabee.  Upon  a  rising  knoll  of  hard 
wood,  beside  thi^  ritl,  and  in  full  view  of  the  lake 
and  river,  we  pitched  our  camp  for  the  night. 

A  guod  supper  and  a  glass  of  whiskey  punch, 
in  which  we  drank  success  to  our  now  location, 
put  us  all  into  good  humour.  Even  poor  Copping 
cheered  up  ;  and,  having  a  good  voice,  sang  us 
two  or  three  real  old  Suffolk  ditties,  with  a  suit- 
able drawl  at  the  end  of  each  line.    (B^  ttvt  Ni'j . 

VOL,  IL  \ 


HISTORY  OP  A  POOR  EMIORANT. 

the  blacksmith  was  a  mosicol  gemus,  and  hid 
played  the  tamboarine  for  years  ia  the  WaagM 
band.) 

As  this  vas  our  fiist  night,  and  the  commeitee-l 
meat  of  a  new  era  in  our  liTca,  I  served  oat 
another  glass  round ;  and  now  it  vas  proposed  thai 
wo  should  name  the  new  possession  by  some  &•( 
miliar  name. 

"  And  Kwn  then  iMtivc  England, 
And  Suffolk'*  tcnUnt  v&lu, 
Will  Beem  like  dreamy  memorks, 
Ot  SCHIW  lu  (tirj  Ulcs.  , 

"  But  brighlcr  hopM  ahtU  gMM  diMi 
Amidm  (he  pftihlcM  iriU, 
Than  e*«r  on  Briuin'i  euliui«4  kjI 
For  Briliab  pvuants  sinilcd. 

"  The  liuids  thit  vro»«  Iht  iucIcki  Sowcn 
Aro  called  ihc  ilicKvoi  lo  binil, 
Wliih  giilJcn  Iuu-i'vhu  of  thcji  e<ni 
The  EQiu  of  UbouT  find. 

"The  childicn's  fftcca  bfighlMi 
Around  ihe  evening  bluic. 
While  indusiry  forgcu  tlic  loiU 
Of  busy,  wcil-^pcnt  dayi. 

"And  when,  those  toib  tcwiirdiug;, 

BruE'l  [oiids  ai  ten^h  thcv  'II  d«iin, 
Tlicjr  II  cull  t)ie  new  |io«»<««ioD 
B^  tome  faniiliar  name. 

'  "  The  nfune  beyond  «ll  othen 

Endeared  iu  RTicf  or  mirth, 
Of  that  Tar  diiUiii  (illn^ 

WUoh  S»vu  the  Miles  birth."  • 
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AccordiDgl;,  my  place  was  named  aftor  the 
home  of  my  childliood,  Ret/don,  the  Saxon  mean- 
ing of  which  signifies  red-hill.  This  name  was 
equally  appropriate  for  my  new  settlement,  which, 
half  a  mile  from  the  river,  attains  an  elevation 
of  seventy  or  eighty  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
lake.  When  the  land  was  first  disturbed  by  the 
plough,  it  presented  the  appearance  of  a  reddish 
loom,  which  tint,  however,  cultivation  and  expo- 
sure to  heat  and  frost  have  considerably  darkened. 
Copping's  place  wo  called  Wangford — the  name 
i^of  the  adjoining  parish  to  Reydon. 

As  soon  as  it  was  day-Itgbt,  we  commenced 
loperations  in  earnest.     The  work  of  three  axes 
laoon  made  a  clearing  in  the  forest ;  and,  before 
the  end  of  the  week,  we  had  cleared  at  least  a 
[quarter  of  an  acre ;  clioppod  and  piled  the  logs 
for  a  small  house,  and  had  laid  the  foundation  of 
\l%.    This  latter  business  was  attended  with  con- 
siderable dil&cutty,  aa  we  had  no  road  to  bring  up 
Itixeu  to  draw  the  logs ;  but,  luckily,  we  found  a 
[sufficient    quantity  of  straight  cedars  close   to 
[where  I  intended  to  build  my  house,  which,  being 
I'fmly  dcagncd  for  a  temporary  residence  for  a  year 
or  two,  till  I  could  find  a  better  situation,  and 
dear  up  sufficient  land  to  prevent  the  danger  of 
fire,  was  not  of  very  imposing  dimeuniOTA. 
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With  great  labour,  and  the  help  of  five  or  ai 
additional  hands,  who  lundlj  rolunteered  tbeL' 
.services  from  the  settlements,  on  the  last  dAj  d 
the  week  I  was  enabled  to  raise  the  rough  vaOi 
of  my  bo  090. 

According  to  my  agreement,  the  following 
Monday  was  Gxod  upon  to  find  out  Coppiog's  lot, 
and  build  his  shanty.  A  house  was  then  quite 
above  his  means. 

Ills  laud  was  back  from  the  lake,  so  wc 
mined  to  run  a  blazed  liuo,  &»  straight  as 
bio,  through  the  woods — only  deviating  whwe 
the  nature  of  the  ground  made  it  imperatiw. 
Though  only  two  luiles  and  a  half^  this  job  took 
half  a  day.  I  had  nothing  better  than  a  pocket- 
compass  ;  yet  so  well  did  I  lay  the  course,  tb« 
the  road  now  travelled  docs  not  deviate,  in  aay 
place,  its  own  breadth  from  the  line  I  ran. 

As  soon  as  we  found  the  comcr-post  of  his  lot, 
wc  followed  the  concession  line  across  the  weft- 
cm  boundary  of  his  land,  which  looked  very  un- 
promising ;  for  it  was  a  cedar  swamp  througbont 
nearly  the  entire  distance.  Poor  fellow !  be 
looked  ready  to  ciy,  and  would  certainly  hare 
turned  back  in  disgust,  and  given  up  his  land 
without  further  inspection,  if  I  had  not  cbeend 
him  by  addtessi^j  l\\n\  tUus  ■. — 


1 


HOTOBY   OF  A   POOR   BMIGRANT. 


173 


"  Come,  old  fellow,  do  not  be  down-hearted  : 
we  have  only  examined  one  end  of  the  lot,  and 
^esc  cedars  arc  so  tliick,  we  caaaot  see  fifty  j-ards 
ID  aoy  direction.  Let  us  now  strike  out  an 
easterly  course,  which  will  take  ufi  up  the  Icngtii 
of  the  lot ;  and  if  we  find  the  swamp  coutinuo, 
we  must  giro  it  up  as  a  bud  bargain,  and  look  out 
for  another  location." 

Flowever,  as  I  suspected,  on  changing  our  route 
the  land  continued  to  rijie,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
we  emerged  from  the  swamp,  and  had  the  satis- 
faction of  finding  that  the  remainder  of  the  lot 
was  good.  The  swamp  proved  to  be  only  a  nar- 
row belt,  through  which  the  concession  line  hap- 
pened to  run  the  entire  length.  I  mention  tliis 
little  circumstance  to  show  how  an  inexperienced 
person  may  be  deceiTed. 

The  emigrant  should  not  only  examine  both 
concession  lines  but  also  go  through  the  entire 
lot  from  east  to  west ;  bccau^  it  often  happens 
that  both  lines  may  be  swampy,  and  all  the  centre 
good ;  while  a  few  acres  of  cedar  swamp  are  really 
desirable,  for  fumishing  rail-timber  and  building- 
logs.  I  therefore  consider  eighty  acres  of  hard 
wood  timber,  out  of  one  hundred,  to  be  a  good 
lot ;  that  is,  provided  the  soil  bo  equal  in  quality 
to  the  appearance  of  the  timber,  wbidi  is  not 
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intMiaWy  the  case.  But  only  a  reudcnce  an  tbe 
country  and  sound  judgment  can  detect  a  dft- 
viation  from  the  general  rule. 

"We  pitched  upon  a  very  pretty  bill  for  the  siie 
of  the  blacksmith's  shanty.  A  nice  little  spring- 
brook  ran  round  the  base  of  this  hill  and  across 
a  small  alluvial  flat — a  little  mcadoTr  of  natore'i 
own  making — containing  only  one  trea — a  beau- 
tiful Butternut — tbe  prettiest,  to  my  mind,  of  aQ 
Canadian  forest-trees. 

As  soon  as  the  walls  of  the  shanty  wen  vf, 
we  put  on  the  rafters,  and  split  cedar  laths  to 
nail  the  shingles,  which  we  also  completed  before 
Rowlandson  and  I  left  him. 

I  may  as  well  finish  this  chapter  by  conclnding 
tbe  history  of  this  Suffolk  emigrant  and  his  family. 

lieing  a  hard-working  industrious  man,  Copping 
set  up  bis  business — that  of  a  blacksmith — in  the 
neighbourhooti,  which  enabled  him,  in  a  veiy 
short  time,  to  pay  the  Government  the  price  tt 
his  land.  Soon  afterwards,  a  young  Scotch  gentle- 
man settled  on  tbe  adjoining  lot,  when  he  made 
Copping  an  offer  of  £50,  for  as  many  acres  of  oa- 
cleared  land  adjoining  his  own ;  which  proposil 
was  joyfully  accepted.  Thus,  in  the  short  space 
of  three  years,  did  the  lately-destitute  emignmi 
and  his  family  fmd  themselves  in  possession  of 
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•mfortable  home.  For  tbo^  had  built  tbemselTes  a 
i  good  subsUmtiiU  log-house,  barn,  and  suitable  out* 
buildings,  and,  besides  tbetr  farm,  poesesaod  XiO 
in  bard  cash,  a  horse,  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and  two 
milcli  cows,  pigs,  &c.,  whilst  they  sLill  rcUunod 
tweutj-five  acres  of  cleared  land,  and  twenty-five 
of  forest,  all  iree  from  debt  or  cncumbrancL'  of 
any  kiad. 

T  wonder  how  long  the  poor  blacksmith  might 
have  drudged  on  at  his  journeyman's  work  in 
England  before  he  could  have  realized  such  a 
sum  t 

Some  years  after  his  settlement  at  Douro,  the 
poor  man,  who  was  naturally  of  a  weak  consti- 
tution, caught  the  ship-fever,  which  had  been  im- 
I     ported  by  sorao  Irish  emigrants,  and  died,  leaving 

his  wife  and  two  little  girls  well  provided  for. 
I  We  bad  no  clergyman  near  us  then  ;  so  the 
neighbours  collected  on  the  Sabbath  afternoon, 
and  we  buiied  the  poor  Suffolk  blacksmith  in  a 
secluded  spot  under  the  xhade  of  the  sugar  maple 
on  his  own  woodland.  I  read  our  beautiful  church 
service  over  the  remains  of  my  humble  friend.  A 
rude  fence  of  logs  was  placed  round  the  grave,  but 
they  have  long  since  decayed.  Nothing  now 
marks  the  spot  but  the  more  luxuriant  growth  of 
the  wild  flowers  which  wave  above  his  tomb. 
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His  widow  married  agaiu,  aud  survived  him  up- 
wards  of  fifteen  years.  His  eldest  daughter  mar- 
ried a  farmer,  "  well  to  do"  in  the  world.  Tbe 
jouogcst  is  still  single ;  but,  if  report  speaks  tnie, 
is  likely  soon  to  become  a  bride.  The  farm  left 
bj  the  Suffolk  man  is  much  increased  in  value, 
and  has  become  the  joint  property  of  bis  two  siu- 
viving  daughters. 
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^r  fK>o»it. — Knaoti  or  ocibDiMo  *»n  FLoonrifo. — wt  ottimtBT. 

— uHQinnitustiiKo. — ur  beumit  Lirs  in  the  wqdds, — jidotvb- 

HAL    VIBITATtuIi. AN    SXIT    IN    FL*M».  —  I     MBRT    TUB     KON 

L       rUim   BT    UATLIOflT. 

I  Os"  my  return  from  locating  my  proUgt,  Cop- 
ping, Rowlandsou  and  I  busied  ourselves  is  making 

'  our  camp  a  little  more  comfortable  ;  for  I  did  not 
expect  that  I  could  get  my  log-house  completed 
before  Chmtmas,  if  so  soon.  (I  forgot  to  mention 
that  the  lot  of  laud  I  waa  clcariug  was  a  frontage 
on  the  river  and  lake,  which  I  purchased  of  Qo- 
vernment.  This  was  a  good  bargain,  for  the  soil 
is  of  fine  quality,  having  besides  the  advantage  of 
joining  that  which  I  had  received  in  exchange 
for  my  Otonabee  farm.) 

I  think  it  was  on  the  2l8t  of  September  when  I 

Lnnmenced  operations  on  my  new  purchase.    I 

"eould  not,  therefore,  reckon  on  more  than  two 
months'  open  weather,  during  which  time  a  great 
deal  had  to  be  done.   The  completion  of  my  bouse, 

I  s 
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and  the  underbnishiog  of  twenty-five  acres  of  j 
land  before  the  snow  fell,  were  amongst  some  of 
the  most  important  of  theise  transactions. 

I  must  tell  my  readers,  that  settling  in  the  bodi  \ 
now,  and  twenty  years  ago,  is  quite  a  diSereni 
a&ir :  at  iho  present  time  good  roads  and  n« 
and  grist-mills  exist  in  almost  every  townsliqi, 
which  was  not  the  case  when  I  located  myself  i& 
Douro.  There  were  then  neither  mills  nor  facto- 
ries in  my  township,  nor  in  the  adjoining  ones  of 
Smith  to  the  west,  or  in  Dummer  to  the  eai 
the  nearest  mill  being  in  Petcrborougfa,  ten  miltf 
distant.  But  if  it  had  been  twice  as  near,  the« 
was  no  road  or  any  possibility  of  drawing  np 
boards  or  lumber  of  any  eort :  so  I  had  nothing 
better  for  it  than  to  do  as  Ijcttcr  men  bad  doee 
before  mo,  viz.  to  hew  boards  out  of  tho  solid  tim- 
ber, a  work  of  much  difficulty  and  labour.  I  sbslL 
however,  bo  minute  in  giving  these  particulan  of 
.  my  settlement,  because  it  may  prove  useful  to 
those  emigrants  who  may,  irom  circumstances,  be 
placed  in  a  similar  position. 

I  remembered  once  having  seen  a  very  reelect* 
able  partition  in  a  log-house  made  of  plonks,  split 
out  of  a  black-ash  tree :  of  course  these  boards 
were  rough  and  uneven  on  the  surface- 

I  thought,  however,  I  could  Improvo  upon  this 
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rfnimitiTe  method  of  nianufkctiinag  boardf.  1  se- 
I  lected  the  cleanest  and  straightcst  gniincd  pioe- 
r  tree  I  could  find,  and  which  was  about  three  feet 
in  diameter.  With  the  asastance  of  Uowlandson 
and  a  cross-cut  saw,  I  cut  the  cleanest  port  of  the 
txank  of  this  tree  into  logs  eight  feet  in  length.  I 
then  lined  with  a  blacic  mark  one  of  the  ends  into 
planks  four  inches  wide  :  these  I  split  out  of  the 
log  with  wedges,  commcnciDg  with  the  ouside-slab 
first.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  tkit  all  Canadiun 
timber  splits  best  through  the  centre  of  the  log, 
with  the  exception  of  pine,  which  splits  best  the 
way  I  have  described.  The  American  term  is 
"slabbing,"  because  tlie  timber  is  split  off  the  log 
in  broad  slabs,  or  planks.  A  person  who  under- 
stands it  will  split  thick  planks  in  this  way  with 
great  exactness. 

My  first  uttempt  at  this  species  of  plank-mak- 
ing was  very  successful,  my  lumber  tolerably 
stnught,  and  level  on  the  surface  ;  I  however  im- 
proved it  very  materially  by  the  following  proccM. 
J  cut  a  square  notch  on  the  top  of  two  large 
logs,  laid  nearly  the  length  of  my  plank,  apart 
[rom  each  other ;  I  then  placed  one  edge  of  the 
plank  in  the  notches,  which  I  wedged  firmly.  By 
this  method,  after  lining  the  upper  edge,  I  was  en- 
ibled  to  hew  the  sxirface  of  the  plank  with  my 
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broad  &xo,  and  reduce  it  to  the  proper  thickness. 
As  sooD  as  the  stuface  was  smoothed,  I  struck  a 
stnught  line  on  cacli  side  of  the  plank,  which  I 
dressed  with  my  axe,  thereby  forming  a  square    H 
stnught  odgo,  easily  jointed  with  the  plane. 

,-  Id  this  manner  did  I  prepare  my  flooring  and 
fcrtitions,  whicli  for  a  time  answered  a  very  good 
Tpurposc ;  as  roof-battcns  for  shinglu  on  narrow 
cedar  boards  are  easily  split.  Those  I  made  were  ai 
feet  long,  and  varied  from  four  to  eight  inches  in 
width,  and  an  inch  thick.  A  board  of  this  length 
lies  across  three  rafters.  (The  white  cedar 
■^lits  very  freely.)  I  boarded  both  ends  of  my 
house  with  planks  made  in  this  manner. 

The  most  diflicult  job  I  had  to  do  was  to  build 
a  stone^rhimncy.  Tliis  was  a  work  of  time;  for  ! 
had  first  to  make  a  large  log-canoe  to  bring  tlie 
Bat  building-fitone  from  the  shores  of  the  lake 
and  river ;  and  after  they  were  landed  at  the 
nearest  place  to  the  house,  we  had  to  carry  them 
on  hand-barrows  upwards  of  fifty  yards. 

I  might  have  made  what  is  called  a  stick-chiio- 
ncy  much  easier  and  in  half  the  time  ;  but  I  had 
a  serious  objection  to  that  plan  :  firstly,  because 
these  chimneys  are  very  likely  to  catcli  fire  ;  and. 
mdly,  in  a  general  way,  they  do  not  draw  » 
well,  and  look  more  unseemly.   Where  good  boiid- 
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ing-stone  aboumis,  I  would  never  advise  stick  and 
clay  substitutes  for  tlic  sake  of  saving  a  little  ex- 
pense and  trouble. 

There  is  another  kind  of  chimnfiy  whicli,  I 
tbink,  ansnera  very  well  for  a  shanty,  if  con- 
structed with  cats.*  Four  upright  poles  are  placed 
in  tiie  corner  of  the  shanty,  where  the  fire-place 
is  intended  to  be  built :  these  poles  are  bored  with 
an  auger  about  a  foot  apart.  Rings  or  stepa, 
like  those  of  a  ladder,  connect  these  pules  together; 
a  space  is  left  open  on  the  front  side  of  this 
four-sided  ladder  from  the  floor,  throe  feet  up- 
wards, leaving  sufficient  space  for  the  fire-place. 
The  clay-cats  are  then  kneaded  strongly  round  the 
rings,  and  all  the  interstices  well  filled  up ;  some 
wclI-tcmpered  clay  is  plastered  inside  the  chim- 
ney, which,  as  the  work  progresses,  soon  hardens 
and  reddens  inside  by  the  heat  of  the  fire.*  This 
kind  of  chimney  draws  well,  and  throws  out  a 
gi-cat  heat. 

My  chimney  was  the  first  piece  of  stone-work  I 
ever  attcmptetl :  I  took  as  much^  interest  in  tlie 
construction  of  it  as  a  school- boy  would  have  done 
in  building  a  miniature  house.  I  had  a  mason's 
stune-Iiammor,  with  which  I  managed  to  dress  the 

*  Clay  and  ilrsw,  mixed  and  niAde  into  roU*  ur  »i]Q)j<«,  uid 
UM'd  *  food  deal  bf  ihv  kabttaat,  ut  called  GftU. 
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arch-stones,  vrhich  ttiougli  roughly  don^  wen  )» 
vilcd  on  scientific  principlos.  When  the  arch- 
stones  Trcrc  ready  for  putting  in,  I  fixod  a  woodea 
centre-piece,  slightly  curved,  to  support  the  ivcigbl 
of  the  arch,  which  was  a  span  of  fire  feet.  To 
set  up  the  arch,  I  considered,  vas  the  most  difficult 
part  of  the  business ;  however,  I  succeeded  verr 
welt,  and  had  the  satisfaction  to  find  that,  after 
the  chimney  was  finished,  and  the  centre-piece 
supporting  the  arch  hurnt<out,  ovciy  port  of  the 
work  stood  firm :  besides,  I  bad  the  adtUticHul 
pleasure  of  finding  that  my  chimney  drew  to  per- 
fection. 

It  was  the  middle  of  November  before  this 
needful  work  was  completed.  I  still  had  a  great 
deal  to  do  before  the  house  would  be  habitaUe ;  utd 
yet  I  was  obliged  to  leave  it  and  go  with  all  dill-  I 
genoo  Co  my  underbrushing ;  for  it  was  necessaiy 
to  complete  this  before  the  depth  of  the  sdow-&U 
should  put  a  stop  to  further  work.  Tha  mow  is 
of  little  consequence,  however,  when  felling  the 
trees,  as  they  are  generally  cut  three  feei 
the  ground. 

As  soon  as  the  underbrushing  was  finished,  I 

.  another  man  and  commenced  cutting  out  a 

road  to  Peterborough.     I  got  some  aaais* 

ICO  in  this  work  &om  two  lamilieswho  had  bought 
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land  froutiog  the  rivor,  a  few  miles  oearer  the  town. 
I  was,  however,  obliged  to  give  an  axe-man 
twenty-six  dollars  to  finisli  cutting  out  the  last 
two  miles  ;  for  it  was  necessary,  in  consequence  of 
the  winter  setting  in  with  unu^al  seventy,  to 
histdn  the  completion  of  my  house,  which  was  still 
unsMngled.  * 

I  lived,  hermit-like,  in  the  woods,  ofler  the  re- 
nowned example  of  Robinson  Crusoe,  passing  my 
time,  nut  unpleasantly,  in  hcalUiy  labour ;  build- 
ing my  house  and  cheering  my  solitude  with  the 
agreeable  idea  of  bringing  home  my  wife  and  tittle 
ones— to  a  home  of  my  own  making. 

I  had  always  had  a  turn  for  carpentry,  which 
DOW  stood  me  in  more  stead  than  tlie  classical 
education  I  had  received  in  Huglaod.  The  culti- 
vated mind,  however,  will  find  charms  in  the 
rudest  wilderness ;  and,  though  Nature  was  just 
now  my  book,  I  read  her  ample  page  with  more 
pleasure  for  being  conversant  with  the  literature 
of  my  own  and  other  lauds. 

Hopefully  I  worked  on,  singing  with  more  cheer- 
fdlness  than  skill,  and  occasionally  contemplating 
my  house,  as  it  progressed  under  my  hands,  with 
something  like  professional  pride. 

Then  the  cold  weather  came  on.  But,  no  mat- 
ter !     A  good  fire  and  pluity  of  stining  work 
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kept  mo  vartn,  and  I  rotDained  the  denizeo  of  tke 
woods,  undeterred  by  tlie  keea  air  or  the  fcM  <J 
bears  and  wolves. 

Christmas  was  passed,  and  I  was  still  an  in- 
habitant  of  au  open  slab-hut  I  had  selected  for 
the  ate  a  IctcI  spot  close  by  the  plaoe  where  I  was 
lading  my  house.  A  large  black  oak,  whidi  I 
had  felled,  served  to  form  the  back  of  my  camp. 
A  pole  lashed  firmly  across  two  trees,  twelve  feet 
apart,and  as  high  as  I  could  reach,  formed  the  front. 
A  row  of  split  slabs,  one  end  renting  on  the  oak  ami 
the  other  supported  by  the  front  pole,  formed  Uic 
roof.  The  ends  of  my  camp  were  stuffed  with 
bemlock-briuih  to  keep  out  the  wind  and  rua. 
My  bed  was  composed  of  the  same  material 
picked  &ne  and  covered  with  a  buQalo  robe ;  and 
30,  with  a  roaring  lire  ia  front,  I  feared  aeitber 
frost,  nor  snow,  nor  rain. 

It  was  during  my  .sojourn  in  this  open  but  that 
the  following  singular  adventure  befel  me. 

Reader,  did  you  ever  sec  a  ghost  1  A  tall  spec- 
tral-looking figure,  with  large  saucer  eyes,  glides 
before  you;  and  ere  you  summon  courage  toaddnss 
it,  vanishes  from  your  astonished  sight  ?  Well, 
Canada  is  no  place  for  ghosts.  The  country  is  too 
new  for  such  gentry.  Wc  have  no  fine,  old,  ruined 
castles,  crumbliug  monastic   waUs,   or  ivy-clnl 
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liurches— DO  shelter  here  but  the  wild,  vild  wood. 
However,  it  was  no  ghost  I  saw,  as  ^nu  shall  hear. 

I  had  occasion  to  scud  Kowlandson  to  Peter- 
borough for  a  supply  of  provisioos  and  other 
necessaries;  but  owing  to  the  distance  I  did  Dot 
expect  him  back  till  the  nest  day. 

As  I  had  frequently  slept  in  the  woods  alone, 
I  thought  nothing  of  it.  I  bad  been  buiity  stiingle- 
making  all  day,  and  continued  my  occupaUon 
until  lato  in  the  evening.  The  night  was 
cold  and  frosty  ;  so  I  had  built  uji  a  krgc  fire  in 
front  of  ray  camp,  laid  my  shingle-tackle  within 
reacti,  and  I  was  soon  fast  asleep. 

How  long  I  had  slept  I  know  not,  when  I  was 
suddeuly  awakened  by  a  sensation  of  something 
heav^-  scraping  my  broost;  and  on  looking  up, 
what  should  I  behold,  but  a  hideous-looking  crea- 
ture standing  over  me,  with  his  two  fore-paws 
resting  on  my  breast,  a  lung-llowing  white  board, 
ejtn  which  shone  like  coals  of  fire,  and  a  pair  of 
boms  which  would  not  have  disgraced  Old  Nick 
himself ;  and  to  tell  the  truth,  my  first  impression 
was  that  the  old  gentleman  had  really  paid  me  a 
visit. 

I  bad,  however,  no  time  for  reflection — a  stamp 
on  the  breast  soon  roused  me  to  action.  Seizing 
hold  of  the  sbingle-bcetle,  I  dealt  bis  majesty 
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such  a  blow  on  the  head,  that  it  sent  him  stnt^ 
iDto  the  middle  of  the  fire.  His  rough,  Aagj 
coat  was  instantly  in  a  blaze,  and  uttering  ibe 
most  unearthly  yells,  he  rushed  into  the  irood^ 
and  literally  vanished  from  my  sight  in  a  flame  of 
fire. 

All  that  I  have  related  happened  in  less  than 
a  minute.  I  had  no  time  to  ho  frightened  ;  but  I 
vas  certainly  much  puzzled  to  Imon-  what  the 
hcost  was,  which  had  paid  me  such  on  untimely 
visit.  At  first  sight  I  thought  it  was  the  devil 
himself,  but  on  consideration  was  satisfied  my 
visitor  could  not  be  that  terrific  personage. 

I  have  heard  and  read  much  of  his  satanic 
majesty  being  pniuted  in  all  colours,  but  I  never 
heard  of  his  wearing  a  white  beard ;  and.  besidea^ 
ho  did  not  stand  fire  well  enough  for  a  penoa 
brought  up  in  that  element,  though  he  certainly 
had  the  horns  and  the  cloven  foot>  and  bis  general 
appearance  was  not  unlike  the  pictures  I  hava 
seen  of  the  gentleman. 

Well,  the  next  day  cleared  op  the  mystery, 
my  road  to  Peterborough  I  had  to  pass  the  resi 

dence  of  the  C ds,  two  young  gentlemen  who 

had  recently  settled  in  the  tonnship  ;  when  to  my 
surprise  I  saw,  standing  by  the  road-side,  a  large 
billy-goat,  whose  coat,  burnt  in  Uiige  patches  all 
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over,  explained  at  once  the  nature  of  my  nocturnal 

visitaiit.    It  appears  that  the  C is  had  onlj 

brought  up  the  goat  from  the  front  a  few  days 
before.  Master  Bill;  had  strayed  up  the  road  to 
my  place,  and  although  his  reception  was  so  warm, 
it  proved  to  be  his  first  and  last  visit. 

This  adventure  was  certainly  a  comical  one ; 
but  I  dare  say,  if  all  ghosts  were  as  warmly  ro- 
ceived,  they  would  often  be  found  quite  as  terres- 
trial in  their  nature  as  my  ugly  but  harmless 
nocturnal  visitor. 
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TBI  woLTKRixE, — Hovs  tmu  Mv  »sw  iioi-BK.— ni-tAt  mrt  I 

TIIK    inimi. VMLUGRT    JOV'KNEY    TO     PHTBRHOHOCOtl, ■ 

TAUTY. AOGlPgNT. IXTiOVIVUIT   IX  TIIB    KOAD.— HT 

utOATion. — jiniuTAL  or  mt  ruiiLT. — njiriOM  or  ms  chol 

— t    KOVOII   CtrjiK. 1   >M    AMUI^TED   *   CDUKtaaTDnn   Of  ID 

CIOVHT   UV   nKijUESTi, — TIIK    riMH  HCOTCHWOKAX    AND    HM  ■«»• 

HIH»-WUtSL. 
I 

After  thu  adventure  related  in  the  lost  chapter, 
nothing  material  occurred  during  the  vrinter, 
except  the  occasional  howling  of  wolves  at  nigfat, 
or  the  more  etortUng  cry  of  the  wolvciiM. 
This  animal  is  very  fierce,  and  oftoo  coounitl 
nocturnal  deptxsdationa  in  the  sboepfolds  of  tba.; 
Canadian  farmer.  Their  skins  sell  at  a  prii 
ranging  from  five  shillings  to  seven  and  filxpencet,' 
and  are  used  chiefly  in  the  province  for  makiag 
ornamental  sleigh  robes.  About  four  years  ago 
some  settlers  in  the  township  of  Asphodel  diased 
one  of  these  animals  up  a  tree,  determined  tol 
capture  him  alive,  if  possible  :  none  of  them  had* 
ever  seen  a  wolverine  before,  and  they  were  not 
aware  of  tlio  danger  they  ran  in  attacking 
beast  without  fire-arms. 
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A  piece  of  rope  having  been  procured  from 
the  nearest  house,  one  of  the  part;  actually  un- 
dertook to  mount  the  tree,  and  noose  the  lieast 
Mnglc-liaudod.     The  party  below  cheered  him  on, 
but  not  one  man  offered  to  assist  him.     Nothing 
daunted,  however,  our  hold  adventurer  climbed  up 
within  eight  or  nine  feet  of  the  animal,  who  lay 
crouched  in  the  fork  of   the  tree,  only  a  few 
branches  of  which  were  below  the  place  occupied 
by  the  wolverine.     On  one  of  these  our  hero  took 
his  stand,  and  fastening  ono  end  of  the  rope  to  a 
branch  above  his  head,  and  ha^nng  a  slip  noose  at 
the  other,  he  prepared  to  ascend  the  tree.    It 
seemed  to  him  no  very  difficult  feat  to  throw  the 
noose  over  the  beast's  head  ;  but  in  this  he  was 
greatly  mistaken ;  for  as  soon  as  he  approached 
the  wolverine,  the  animal  appeared  determined  to 
resist  tlic  invasion  of  his  sanctum.     So  unmis- 
takable were   the  symptoms  of  the  intended  at- 
tack, that  the  man  retreated  to  his  old  position. 
Some  of  his  companions  below  now  suggested  the 
plan  of  dropping  the  noose  over  the  creature's 
head,  by  means  of  a  forked  stick.     This  plan  was 
immediately  put  in  practice,  and  luckily  succeeded 
on  the  first  attempt.   Tlie  moment,  however,  that 
the  rope  touched  his  neck,  uttering  a  fearful  cry, 
he  sprang  full  at  our  hero's  throat,  and  so  sudden 
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was  the  attack,  that  nothing  could  have  sared 
him,  had  it  uot  becu  for  the  promutioD  be  bad 
taken  of  tying  the  other  end  of  the  rope  to  tlie 
limb  above :  had  the  rope  been  odIj  one  fodi 
longer,  bis  fate  would  have  been  scaled  to  a  cer- 
tainty. As  it*  was,  the  rope  brought  up  tlie 
wolverine  with  a  jerk,  and  left  him  hanging  from 
the  bough,  a  sod  warning  to  all  nocturnal  sheep- 
stealing  depredators. 

I  saw  the  skin  of  this  animal,  which  was  a  reiy 
large  one.  He  must  have  been  a  brave  fellow  who 
Tonturcd  to  attack  such  a  fonnidable  beast  on- 
armed,  and  at  the  greatest  possible  disadvantage. 
As  it  turned  out,  he  might  consider  himself  veij 
fortunate  in  escaping  uninjured.  I  much  qnestioi 
whether  our  wolveri  De-hunter  would  venture  a 
second  attack  under  similar  circumstances. 

On  new  year's  day,  1 831, 1  moved  into  my  new 
house,  the  dimensions  of  which  were  only  twen^ 
feet  by  fourteen :  still,  it  was  a  paradise  compond 
to  the  open  camp  I  had  just  vacated.  The  walls 
of  my  now  domicile  were  neatly  hewn,  and  tlw 
interstices  between  the  logs  pointed  with  mortar. 
A  good  stone  IJrc-pIace  was  placed  at  one  end, 
capaUe  of  burning  logs  three  foot  in  length,  whicb^ 
wanned  the  house  thoroughly,  even  in  the  mo 
severe  weather. 
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yiiih  the  help  of  Howlandson  I  pushed  on  with 
my  chopping.  I  had  underbrushed  twenty-fiTe 
acres  before  the  snow  fell ;  but  owing  to  my  house 
building  I  had  uot  bcon  able  to  chop  so  much  as 
I  could  have  wished.  Under  these  circumstanceB 
I  detenoined  to  let  out  some  cloariug  by  contract. 

John  C ,  a  decent  Irishman,  whom  I  had 

occasionally  employed  during  ray  residence  in 
Otonabce,  was  very  anxious  to  raise  the  sum  often 
pounds,  to  remit  home  to  the  old  country,  to  assist 
his  wife's  father  and  family  to  emigrate  to  this 
knd  of  promise.  In  this  emergency  I  agreed  to 
advance  the  sum  he  required,  provided  he  con- 
tracted to  chop,  clear  and  fence  seven  acres,  ready 
for  sowing  fail  wheat  by  the  first  week  in  Sep- 
tember, at  twelve  dollars  per  acre,  the  balance  to 
be  paid  him  on  the  completion  of  his  job.  To 
these  terms  he  readily  agreed.  I  must  do  the 
Irish  emigrants  the  justice  to  say  that  tlicy  are 
more  willing  to  send  home  pecuniary  assistance  to 
their  poor  relations  in  Ireland,  anrl  so  to  help 
thorn  to  emigrate,  than  any  other  class  of  settlers.* 

*  The  tida  nr  onii^atlan  wlikh  \im  lately  taken  plaoc  rrom 
tlip  (horoi  af  Ireland,  hiu  been  deplored  itj  rarioiu  Jnurnalf ;  but 
I  miul  wy  that  io  my  upiniun  wc  Imvc  no  caatc  for  regret ;  a* 
it  i»  well  kuuwii  lliat  llir  lab uurt ii^  pugmlat lull  of  Ireland  i!o  mueli 
better  abroad  tliuii  at  liotiic — ati>  more  p«aM'ablc,  cuntvnted,  and 
iniluatrious— Icia  bigoted;  uid  not  lo  cully  duped  by  piliticd 
■fitttora. 
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I  have  known  them  frct^ucntly  borrow  moncj,  ai  i 
heavy  rate  of  interest,  for  the  purjjose  of  remit- 
ting it  home  to  tlioir  friends— a  beautiful  trait  of 
national  choractor.  These  debts  of  honour  arc  in- 
variably paid  by  the  recipients  as  soon  as  they  are 
in  a  position  to  do  so.  I  only  remember  one  case 
of  a  party  being  sued  to  recover  an  advance  so 
made  during  the  tltrec  ycais  I  bad  tlie  bonour  to 
sit  as  a  Commissioucr  of  the  Court  of  Requeets. 

On  referring  to  a  useful  little  pamphlet,  by 
Frederick  Widder,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Commtsdonen 
of  the  Canada  Com[)any,  I  find  the  fdlowing 
note ; — 

"  As  illustrative  of  the  success  which  has  at- 
tended settlement  in  Canada,  it  may  be  well  to 
mention  that  in  less  than  seven  years  from  1844, 
to  the  31st  of  December,  1850  inclusive,  upwanb 
of  77,06U.  13s.  \d.  were  remitted  through  the 
Canada  Company  by  emigrants  from  the  British 
Isles  Olid  Germany,  to  their  friends  at  home,  V> 
bring  them  out  to  thi^  province.  The  laigot 
proportion  of  this  sum  has  been  remitted  by 
Irish  emigrants." 

Two  acres  more  I  let  out  to  a  brother-in-law  of 
the  aforesaid  John  C .  The  remaining  six- 
teen acres  Kowlandson  and  I  ourselves  finished 
chopping  by  the  middle  of  April. 


JOURNEY  FROM  PETEEBOnOCOH. 

A  good  chopper,  after  the  land  is  underbruslied, 
felHhc  trees  and  cut  them  up  into  fifteen  or 
I  sixteen  foot  lengths,  and  pile  tlic  branches  into 
heaps,  of  an  acre  of  land,  on  an  average,  in  eight 
dajs.  After  the  brush  and  tops  of  the  trees  are 
burnt,  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  four  men  will  lug  or 
nit  up  into  heaps  an  acre  per  day :  this  latter 
work  in  new  settlements  is  mostly  done  by  "bee*."* 

Early  in  the  spring  I  built  an  addition  to  my 
house,  preparatory  to  bringing  home  my  wife  from 
her  Other's,  where  she  had  been  residing  during 
the  winter. 

I  shall  never  forget  the  trouble  and  time  it  took 
to  bring  up  the  first  load  of  provisions  and  other 
necessaries,  along  the  new  cut>out  river  road.  The 
distance  from  Peterborough  was  barel}'  ten  miles ; 
yet  it  took  my  brother-in-law  William,  Howland- 
son,  and  myself  nearly  two  days  to  accomplish  the 
journey.  1  think,  if  any  of  our  English  friends 
could  have  seen  us,  it  would  tiavc  excited  their 
astonishment  in  no  small  degree. 

The  road,  as  1  before  mentioned,  was  only 
just  cut  out,  the  width  not  exceeding  ten  feet, 
and  in  some  pkccs  even  less.     It  followed  the 

*  A  Canadinn  '■  bcc"  u  ■  praclicnl  example  of  duty  to  our'* 
nriirhboun.  Thcntiaic  ciMnDiiiiuty  tmiTciiv  uu  on  BjipoilII«dd4y, 
n  ordiTt  lo  pri-  hvlp  i[i  time  of  dumI,  which  hcl|i  it  irpkid  in  like 
manner,  "f  (nir  t'amour  4t  Diat," 
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windings  of  the  rircr  the  irhole  vny  froo 
Peterborougli  to  my  place.  Tho  creeks  were 
unbridged,  and  the  swamps  uncross-wajod.  I«i 
travel  on  this  beautiful  road  we  had  a  cuiiagi 
of  a.  most  uDique  description  —  ono  of  mj  ovn 
nuiDufacture.  Rough  as  it  was,  it  was  the  ool; 
vehicle  that  had  any  chaucc  of  going  throu^ 
without  breaking  down.  The  wheels  wore  made 
of  two  rings,  six  inches  thick,  cut  off  the  rouDd 
trunk  of  au  oak-tree  about  thirty  inches  in  dia- 
meter. Throe  inch  holes  were  bored  in  the  cen- 
tre of  these  rings  of  oak  for  the  axle-tree.  A 
strong  pole,  twelve  foot  long,  was  morticed  into 
the  centre  of  the  axle  for  the  oxen  to  draw  by. 
and  a  small  box  or  rack  built  on  the  top  of  ibe 
axle-tree,  to  which  it  was  Fastened  by  some  inch 
and  a  quarter  oak-pins.  The  front  of  the  rack 
was  fastened  with  cord  to  the  polo  to  hinder  it 
tipping  up.  Our  toad  consisted  of  a  barrel  of  sill 
pork,  a  barrel  of  Sour,  a  keg  of  whiskey,  gro- 
ceries, Ac. 

We  left  Peterborough  about  eleven  o'clock,  anij 
for  the  first  three  mites  we  got  on  famously, 
tho  road  was  tolerable,  having  been  cut  out  i 
frequented  for  several  years.     But  as  soon  as ' 
got  into  the  newly  cut  road,  our  troubles 
Every  few  minutes  tlie  axle  would  catch  against 
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the  underbrush  stumps  wliicli  had  boca  left  insuf- 
ficientt;  cleared  down.  Then  we  had  to  stop  and 
cut  handspikes,  and  prize  thenhccl  up  high  enough 
for  the  axlo  to  slip  over  the  obstruction.  This 
annoyance  would  occur  every  few  minutes ;  and 
if  we  wore  so  fortunate  as  to  get  along  a  few  hun- 
dred yards  without  being  brought  up  with  a  jerk 
by  some  stump  or  stone,  wc  were  sure  to  stick  ia 
a  mudholc  or  swamp,  instead.  Then  it  was  some- 
thing to  hear  the  shouting  and  roaring  at  the  un- 
fortunate oxen,  and  yco-boing  with  our  handspikes. 
Id  this  manner  we  proceeded  at  a  snail's  pace. 
Rowlandson  driving  the  cattle,  whilst  William  and 
I  marched  in  the  rear,  each  shouldering  a  hand- 
spike, ready  for  action. 

With  all  our  exertion  we  were  benighted  wiUiiu 
two  miles  of  my  clearing,  and  directly  opposite 
the  shanty  of  a  Scotch  gonttcman,  who  had  just 
oommcncod  operations  in  the  bush.  Of  course 
wc  knew  we  should  be  welcome,  for  no  one  thinks 
of  shutting  bis  doors  against  benighted  travellers 
in  the  Canadian  bush. 

Accordingly  we  beat  up  I 's  quarters.     He 

made  us  extremely  welcome,  and  gave  us  a  hearty 
supper  of  pea-soup  and  shanty  cake,  and  plenty 
of  hot  toddy  to  cheer  us  after  our  day's  toil. 

The  little  shanty  was  very  much  crowded  with 
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the  addition  to  its  inmates  made  br  our  pivt;. 
Indeed,  it  was  hard  work  for  the  little  Scotch  bor, 
Watty,  to  make  room  for  the  bed  we  were  to  oc- 
cupy. Amongst  other  thingit  wbicli  he  had  mored 
out  of  his  way  was  a  large  iron  pot  of  pea-soup 
wliich  he  had  left  on  the  floor  near  I — 's  bed,  who 
■was  then  iu  the  act  of  undressing.  Now,  whether 
it  was  owing  to  tlie  darknc^  of  the  shanty,  or 
the  obfuscation  of  the  whiskey-toddy,  I  will  not 
pretend  to  say,  but  somehow  or  other  poor  1— 
popped  his  naked  foot  into  the  hot  pea-soap. 

He  was  naturally  a  good-natured  man  ;  but  the 
best-natured  fellow  in  the  world  under  sucb  dr- 

^camstances  would  be  very  apt  to  fly  into  a  pas- 
sion and  rattle  out  an  oatli  or  two,  and  our  friend 
on  this  occasion  was  no  exception  to  the  general 
nile.  Consequently,  sach  a  storm  fell  upon  the 
head  of  tlic  luckless  Watty,  as  made  me  almost 
tremble  for  the  poor  lad's  safety.  What  then  was 
my  astonishment  to  hear  Watty  say  to  his  master, 
the  moment  he  paused  for  want  of  breatb,  "  Ae, 
mon,  but  ye 'II  ken  where  you  set  your  fat 
anithcr  time." 

Watty  looked  so  droll,  and  said  this  so  coolly, 
that  we  all  laughed  heartily,  in  which  I —  him- 

fsolf  joined  ;  for  after  all  he  was  more  scared  iitt^ 
burL    The  soup  hod  been  some  time  off  the  firt 
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and,  although  it  made  his  foot  smart,  aDd  red- 
duiictl  ttic  skio,  it  did  not  raise  a  blister. 

We  started  early  id  the  morning,  and  succeeded 
aiter  much  difficulty,  in  brlngiug  the  load  in  safety 
to  my  house. 

Such  arc  some  of  the  trials  of  a  bush  life.  But, 
after  all,  what  are  they  compared  to  bad  health 
and  a  thousand  other  ills  to  which  the  flesh  i^ 
heir?  Besides,  it  gives  me  additional  pleasure 
every  time  I  drive  my  horses  and  buggy  to  Peter- 
borough, to  remember  that  twenty  years  ago  I 
oould  scarcely  get  through  on  foot,  where  now  I 
ride  and  drive  with  comfort  and  safety. 

The  spring  of  1832  was  an  early  one  for  Canada. 
The  snow  was  all  off  the  ground  before  the  first 
day  of  A[)rU  ;  and  by  the  first  of  May  the  woods 
had  put  on  "  their  summer  livery  of  green."  This 
was  fortunate  for  me,  because  the  dry  fine  weather 
enabled  me  to  get  a  spring-burn  of  five  acres, 
which  I  logged  up  in  the  usual  way  by  a  "  bee." 
Part  of  the  land  so  cleared,  I  planted  with  Indian 
com  and  pumpkins,  and  the  rest  with  potatoes, 
turnips,  and  garden  stufl", — such  as  cabbages,  car- 
rots, onions,  &c.  As  soon  as  my  spring  crops 
were  in,  I  prepared  to  remove  my  family  to  tlioir 
new  abode.  My  wife  had  boon  rcceully  confined 
with  her  ihird  baby,  so  that  I  had  been  obliged 

postpone  her  removal  until  she  sliould  be  able 
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to  perform  the  jotirDcy  on  foot;  for  tbe  road, 
as  jet,  was  too  dangerous  aud  txtugb  either  fix 
ndiog  or  driving. 

My  dear  Maiy  had  ncrer  jet  seen  my  locatios. 
All  she  knew  of  it  bad  been  derived  trom  mj 
description,  which  I  dare  say  I  had  drawn  in  veir 
glowing  colours,  not  sufficiently  taking  into  coo- 
sidcration  that  the  great  charm  of  a  new  settle- 
ment to  young  men  is  the  abundance  of  bunting 
shooting,  and  fishing  ;  the  latter  alone  of  which 
women  can  enjoy. 

My  location  at  this  time  had  little  attractioa 
to  ofier  to  the  ardent  admirer  of  natural  beauties; 
for  as  yet  I  had  not  opened  my  clearing  to  tbe 
hike.  Therefore  the  woods  still  shut  out  tbe 
beauties  of  the  river,  islands,  and  lake-scenety. 
Upwards  of  twenty  acres,  too,  were  as  yet  un- 
doarod,  and  hiy  piled  in  large  masseSf  while  the 
recently  burnt  fallow,  with  its  blackened  stomp 
and  charred  rampikcs*  did  not  contribuic  mwt 

*  It  UDcd  fomwriy  to  be  a  coatom  in  tlie  new  MttkaMMf  n 
l«Ktc  ancut  *ll  ITM*  which  hftd  loit  their  bcaufa  br  the  wind  « 
[ram  other  cniuci,  bveauic  Hivj  were  nui  coniidered  lo  hjoK  iW 
cro])  inotc  tlimi  axiy  other  stump,  uid  bi>Mtu«  th^  wtn  iittj  If! 
to  bo  burnt  duini,  ctpeolaUy  if  iij,  ihcrcb;  wring  a  p«al  i 
ai  Iftboni.  The  chopper  who  contiaeti  to  dear  land  hu  •  nghi  U 
le»Tc  ftll  ruch  hcadlcM  tree*  w  he  «n  throw  hit  ue  attr.  TU* 
eoitoio  i*  much  nbuteil,  oi  eW  the  aie-nieii  »(«  Knmgn  is  A» 
•nu  ihaa  <rthiif  people,  fat  a  Hump  fonj  (act  Ugh  it  aoi  M  vf^ 
common  ligbl.  Many  of  tlwae  uniightl^aniaiiMaMaraifcarpOTid 
by  the  Src— hence  the  name  of  rampikc. 
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to  improve  the  landscape.  I  ttos.  therefore,  fear- 
ful my  wife  would  bo  disappointed  after  the 
fluurisbing  descriptions  I  had  given  of  her  new 
home. 

IVhatever  might  have  been  her  thoughts,  she 
wisclj  kept  them  to  herself ;  she  praised  every  thing 
I  bad  done,  and  prepared  at  once  to  as^  mo  in 
making  the  inside  of  our  houjie  as  comfortable  as 
possible,  which  our  joint  exertions  soon  accom- 
plished. 

In  the  end  of  July,  or  the  beginning  of  August 
of  this  year,  my  sister  Catherine,  then  Mrs.  Tnull, 
now  BO  well  known  as  the  autlior  of  that  popular 
little  work  the  "  Backwoods  of  Canada,"  and  her 
husband.  Lieutenant  Traill,  emigrated  to  Canada 
West.  My  brother-in-law,  "William,  came  up  kte 
one  evening  from  his  Other's  bouse,  a  distance  of 
eight  miles,  to  tell  mc  that  she  and  her  husband 
had  just  arrived  in  Peterborough. 

This  was  the  first  intelligence  I  had  received 
of  her  marriage  or  emigration.  Of  course  I  was 
delighted  at  the  thought  of  agaia  seeing  my 
sister,  from  whom  I  had  been  separated  so  many 
years;  and  although  I  had  never  attempted  the 
pusage  of  the  Otonabcc  in  a  bark  canoe,  so 
anxious  was  I  to  welcome  her,  that  I  determined 
to  run  the  rapids  a  distance  of  ten  miles  by  the 
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river.  My  readers  may  judge  of  the  rapiditjf  of 
the  current  and  the  heavy  swells  I  had  to  en- 
counter,  whou  I  telt  tbcm  that  the  &U  in  ibt 
river  bctwccu  mj  place  and  Peterborough,  acconl- 
ing  to  the  Govcmmeiit  survey,*  amounted  to  oat 
hundred  and  forty-sevea  feet  My  brother-iii- 
law  having  Toluuteered  to  go  with  me,  I  was  not 
afraid  to  encounter  the  danger,  although  it  wu 
nearly  dark  when  wc  started.  We  wore  both  at 
that  tJme  totally  unacquainted  with  the  rapida 
and  sunken  rocks  we  had  to  encounter.  The 
river  was  thoa  very  low,  which  made  the 
undertaking  doubly  dangerous ;  yet,  strange  to 
say,  we  escaped  without  even  lajuring  the  bark 
of  the  canoe.  Three  times,  however,  we  were 
obliged  to  go  oa  shore  and  empty  our  canoe,  whidi 
had  half  filled  whilst  rimning  down  some  of  tbe 
roughest  chutes.  I  have  often  run  the  rapids 
since,  both  in  canoes  and  upon  rafts,  and  I  tiave 
found  it  required  a  good  knowledge  of  the  river 
to  escape  the  numerous  rocks  and  shoals.  Ho*- 
ever,  wo  providentially  escaped  all  dangers,  oad 
arrived  safely  at  Peterborough. 

My  sister,  who  had  only  just  recovered  firon  ■ 
severe  attack  of  AstaUc  cholera,  which  bad  laid 

*  Thii  aumf  vu  iindcrukon  during  tlio  tdwinbtnttlam  cf  Sit 
Jotm  Ctlbomc,  bf  MtMtt.  Btird  ftad  Riib«ilg«. 
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her  up  at  Montreal,  had  already  retired  for  the 
night ;  but  hearing  tny  voice,  she  immediately 
dressed  and  came  down  to  see  me.  I  need  hardly 
describe  tlic  joy  of  this  mocttug.  TboEiO  only  cati 
fully  comprehend  the  feeling  who  have  been  scpu- 
rated  for  years  from  those  Uiey  love.  It  was 
•greed  that  as  soon  as  possible  they  sliould  come 
up  to  my  house,  and  reside  with  me  until  their 
own  house  was  ready.  Fortunately,  they  wore 
enabled  Co  purchase  the  lot  next  to  mine,  which 
had  a  veiy  pretty  frontage  on  the  lake.  Their 
jouniey  through  the  bush,  and  reception  at  my 
house  have  already  been  described  by  my  sister 
in  her  "  Backwoods  of  Canada." 

That  dreadful  and  mysterious  disease  the 
cliolera,  had  already  made  fearful  progress  in  the 
colony.  At  Montreal,  three  thousand  of  the  iu- 
habitants  perished  out  of  a  population  of  thir^ 
thousand  souls :  wliile  iu  Quebec  and  Toronto, 
□early  the  same  proportion  died  of  this  fell  dis- 
ease. In  the  little  town  of  Peterborough,  ut  that 
time  coulaiuiug  under  five  hundred  inhabitants, 
twenty-three  deaths  occurred.  But  only  one  case 
happened  in  the  township  of  Douro,  which  was 
cured,  I  believe,  through  my  agency.  Mr.  Sand- 
ford,  a  merchant  in  Peterborough,  hod  scut  up  a 
man  tu  my  farm  to  rake  up  ashes  from  the  bottoms 
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of  log-heaps  I  had  just  burnt  for  the  purpose  of 
making  potofih.  This  man's  name  was  Hobinsoa. 
Ilia  wife  had  died  a  few  days  before  of  cbolcn, 
with  which  circumstance  I  was  then  unacquainted. 
He  came  to  me  in  the  afternoon,  and  said,  "  Sir,  I 
am  sorry  to  inform  you,  but  I  boUcre  I  htTB 
symptoms  of  cholera,"  complaining,  at  tho  same 
time,  of  cramps  in  his  fingers  and  great  intenal 
relaxation. 

I  immediately  gave  him  half  a  tumbler  of  m 
brandy  with  forty  drops  of  hudonum ;  put  btnt' 
across  the  river  upon  the  Smith  Town  road,  and 
bade  him  run  for  his  life  to  Peterboroogb  that  he 
might  get  medical  aid.  I  told  him  to  pcrsereie 
as  long  as  he  was  able,  for  if  he  could  promote  a 
Tiolent  perspiration  it  would  probably  save  him. 

He  took  my  advice,  and  after  running  about 
two  miles,  the  perspiration  broke  out,  and  the 
symptoms  immediately  abated.  He,  however, 
continued  to  nm  the  whole  distance,  which  oxer- 
tioD,  aided  by  the  brandy  and  laudanum,  he  coo- 
fidontlj  believed  saved  his  life. 

It  is  a  very  curious  lact  that,  although  Doun 

escaped  the  cholera,  a  remote  comer  of  the  newly 

settled  township  of  Dummer,  immediately  in  lii« 

nu  of  the  former  township,  was  attacked,  and 

eron  persons  died  from  this  fatal  opidomic.    The 
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same  circumstance  occurred  in  the  township  of 
Otonabeo,  though  not  with  quite  such  fatal  results. 

This  fall  I  was  enabled  to  sow  twenty  acres  of 
fall  wheat,  which  I  bad  all  in  the  ground  by  the 
tenth  daj  of  September.  My  next  year's  chopping 
opened  my  farm  so  much  that  I  was  enabled  to 
select  a  much  better  situation  for  a  house,  mj 
present  one  being  placed  on  a  ridge  of  land  ele- 
vated from  thirty  to  forty  feet  above  the  river, 
having  a  gentle  slope  towards  the  water's  edge. 
I  cleared  the  whole  breadth  of  my  land  nc^tt  the 
river  and  lake,  which  opened  a  pretty  view  from 
the  house. 

One  of  the  first  things  I  did  afW  I  moved  into 
my  new  liouse  was  to  sow  a  bed  in  the  garden 
with  apple-pips.  This  was  in  1833,  and  as  soon 
as  the  young  stocks  were  large  enough,  I  grafted 
them  with  the  choicest  fruit  I  could  obtain — about 
one  hundred — which  I  planted  out  the  following 
year  in  an  orchard  to  the  south  of  niy  Iiouse.  A 
year  or  two  afterwards,  I  planted  a  hundred  and 
GSty  trees  in  a  second  orchard,  north  of  the  bouse, 
besides  a  great  variety  of  plums  and  greeogBges. 
The  last  apple-trees  I  sot  out  were  seedlings :  I 
waited  until  they  bore  fruit,  and  then  selected 
those  trees  I  disapproved  of,  for  grafting.  By 
these  means  1  have  now  two  capital  orchards. 
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which  last  ;car  gave  me  upwards  of  a  hoo- 
drcd  bushels  of  as  (ine  fruit  as  can  be  prodoced 
in  the  couotry,  amougst  which  maj  bo  eaume- 
rated  the  Ribstone  pippin,  Newtown  pippin,  Vcmt- 
main,  Pomine-de-gris,  Pommo-de-neige  and  man; 
other  sorts  equally  good.  As  for  plums,  busheU 
of  them  rot  upon  the  ground  iu  an  abundant 
year. 

I  should  advise  the  emigrant,  who  becomes  tn 
Iturist,  to  pay  great  attention  to  orchud 
ing,  and,  indeed,  to  devote  a  portion  of  bb 
first-cleared  fallow  for  that  purpose.  The  trees 
should  be  planted  in  rows  four  square  rods  apart 
so  that,  look  at  tliom  whichever  way  you  plewe, 
they  will  present  a  straight  row.  By  this  method 
you  will  be  able  to  work  the  laud  well  witb 
the  plough,  which  is  essential  to  the  well  doing 
of  your  orchard. 

The  young  trees  should  be  washed  with  hot- 
lime  wash,  or  scrubbed  with  strong  wood-oahlye, 
or  soft-soap,  every  two  or  three  years,  which  will 
prevent  canker,  and  keep  the  bark  bright  and 
clean.  Instead  of  clay  for  grafting,  it  is  better  to 
use  a  com^iosition  made  of  bce's-wax,  ronn,  and 
grease,  put  on  hot  with  a  brush.  The  fivner 
must  remember,  that  whilst  be  is  sleeping  his  trees 
are  grow'mg,  and  that,  by  paying  proper  attention 
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to  his  oTcbard,  in  a  few  years  ho  will  have  an 
abundance  of  fruit  and  cider,  which  will  sot  only 
pay  him  better  than  any  other  portion  of  his  farm, 
but  add  greatly  to  its  oraamonc.  I  do  not  know 
any  tlting  that  ^vcs  a  greater  air  of  comfort  to  a 
£u-iu,  than  a  well-loaded  orchard. 

The  American  settlers,  who  know  the  benefit 
to  be  derived  fixim  a  well-stocked  and  cultivated 
orchard,  invariably  plant  one  the  first  or  second 
year,  taking  care  to  put  a  good  fence  round  tlic 
trees,  to  protect  them  from  tliu  shoep  and  cattle. 
A  Yankee  could  not  do  well  without  his  "  apple- 
sarce  '*  or  pumpkin-pie. 

The  southern  Irish  would  do  well  in  this 
matter  to  take  a  le.^son  from  brother  Jonathan  ; 
for  they  arc,  invariably,  tlie  last  to  plant  orchards 
or  gardens,  or  to  erect  comfortable  dwellings,  but 
content  themselves  for  years  in  the  rudest  log- 
shanties,  which  a  pig  would  almost  disdain  to  tivo 
io.  There  can  be  no  excuse  for  this  :  it  shows  a 
downright  want  of  energy  and  proper  pride,  and  I 
might  add  laziness.  I  do  not,  however,  mean  to 
say  there  are  no  exceptions,  but  a  disregard  to 
comfort  and  decency  are  the  general  character- 
istics of  the  lower  orders  of  the  southern  Irish. 

During  tlic  administration  of  Sir  John  Colborne, 
I  was  appointed  one  of  the  new  commissioners  for 
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holding  the  Court  of  Requests  for  the  townihip  df 
Douro  and  Dammer.  which  I  ctrntumed  to  hoU 
until  the  court  was  abolished,  and  the  DiTtacs 
Court  instituted  in  its  place.  Under  the  old  Comt 
of  Requests,  a  suit  could  not  be  instituted  for  aaj 
sura  above  ten  pounds.  The  commissioners  were 
gcncmlly  a[)poiutcd  from  the  magtstracy  or  £roiD 
the  most  iuflueatial  persons  in  the  division. 

The  new  Division  Court  is  pre^ded  oT^  by  a 
district  judge,  who  must  be  a  lawyer ;  and  a  ram 
of  fifty  pounds  can  be  suea  and  reoovorod  in  this 
court  at  the  same  cost  as  one  of  five  shillings- 
This  is  a  great  boon  to  the  inhabitants ;  but  it 
almost  ruined  the  fraternity  of  lawyers. 

Messrs.  Traill,  Thompson,  and  myself  used 
hold  a  court  once  a  month  for  our  division, 
average  number  of  cases  did  not  exceed  fifteen, 
and  the  amount  sued  for  seldom  exceeded 
pounds  upon  each  summons.  The  commissi 
wore  culitlod  to  ono  shilling  each  for  every 
decided  by  them.  This  court  was  in  reality  a 
Court  of  Equity :  not  being  clogged  by  the  tediiu> 
calitios  of  the  law,  we  gave  our  judgment  accord- 
ing to  the  weight  of  evidence  laid  before  us,  with- 
out pn^udico  or  partiality. 

If  wo  had  had  a  rejiortcr,  I  dare  say  some 
the  coses  heard  in  our  court  would  have  been 
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the  fall  as  entertaining  as  the  far-famed  Bow-street 
police  reports.     I  will  give  ODe  example. 

A  poor  old  Scotcbwomau  was  sued  by  a  car- 
penter who  had  made  her  a  spinning-wheel.  The 
macliinery,  wheel,  &c.,  being  found  by  the  dcfon- 
daDt,  all  the  carpenter  had  to  do  was  to  make  the 
stool,  and  put  the  parts  together  so  that  it  would 
spin.  The  plaintiff's  bill  was  six  sliilliugs  for 
making  the  defendant  a  spinning-wheel. 

"  ^Vhat  objection  have  you  against  paying  this 
account,  Mrs.  C ?" 

"  Why  you  ken,  your  honours,  it  is  no  spinning- 
wheel — for  itwuana  spin:"  here  she  produced  the 
wLoel,  and  challenged  any  of  the  women  present 
to  spin  a  thread  if  they  could.  Several  tried  their 
hands  without  success,  therefore  it  was  clearly 
proved  to  bo  no  spinning-wheel.  Whereupon,  we 
gave  our  decision  in  favour  of  the  defendant,  to 
the  great  satisfaction  of  the  court,  and  especially 
of  our  female  spectators. 
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rALLIKO   *T«H.— AUKOU    BOBMLR.  —  IMHAaK    TO   NV    ItMai 

Liamxiiro. — Thb  kihtaxk  or  &  TiNKis  CAirsxtia-^-i  : 

Utkfr  A»t>  A  JOXt  IPOILT. 


I  THLNK  it  vras  on  the  1 4th  of  Novemher,  If 
that  I  witnessed  one  of  the  most  splendid  s[ 
taclcs  in  the  world.  My  wife  awoke  mo  beti 
two  and  three  o'clock  ia  the  maming  to  tell  IM 
that  it  lighteucd  incessantly.  I  immediately  aroat , 
and  looked  out  of  the  window,  when  I  was 
fectly  dazzled  by  a  brilliant  display  of  fallist 
stars.  As  this  cxtraonlioary  phenomenon  dii 
not  disappear,  we  dressed  ourselves  and  went  k 
the  door,  where  we  continued  to  wutch  the  bewhj 
tiful  shower  of  fire  till  after  daylight. 

These  luminous  bodies  became  visible  in 
zenith,  taking  the  north-east  in  their  descent. 
Few  of  them  appeared  to  be  leas  in  size  than  * 
star  uf  the  first  tuagoitude ;  very  many  of  thcs 
seemed  larger  than  Venus.  Two  of  them,  in  par- 
ticular, appeared  half  as  largo  as  the  moon. 
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should  tlunk,  without  exaggeration,  that  several 
hundreds  of  these  beautiful  stars  were  visible  at 
the  same  time,  all  falling  iu  the  same  directioD, 
and  leaving  in  their  woke  a  long  stream  of  fire. 
This  appearance  continued  without  intermission 
from  the  time  I  got  up  until  alter  sunrise.  Xo 
description  of  mine  can  ^ve  an  adequate  idea  of 
the  magnificence  of  the  scene,  which  I  would  not 
willingly  have  missed. 

This  remarkable  phenomenon  occurred  on  a 
clear  and  frosty  night,  when  the  ground  was 
covered  with  about  an  inch  of  snow.  Various 
accounts  appeared  in  the  newspapers  at  the  time, 
as  to  the  origin  of  this  starry  shower^  It  was, 
however,  generally  considered  that  it  was  not 
meteoric,  since  its  elevation  must  have  been  far 
above  our  atmosphere ;  for  these  stars  were  visible 
on  the  same  night  all  over  the  continents  of  North 
and  South  America.  Besides,  it  is  a  well  known 
fact  that  more  or  less  of  these  luminous  bodies 
have  been  seen  on  or  about  the  14th  of  Novem- 
ber, Iikewi.ie  on  the  12th  of  August,  provided  the 
weather  be  clear,  than  at  any  other  time. 


" '  Oh  !  tor  nn  angcl'pi  miglnjr  wing, 
Tu  inick  ill  J  nuliani  tliglit, 
TliuiL  uiicxiilaiii'il,  myntcrioiu  iJiinj, 
TliBt  gluiceet  tliruugli  tlic  night. 
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"  Travclln  of  puhi  to  iDui  unknown. 
Through  boundlew  fidJa  of  air, 
SttKt  nnrktd  by  moml  t^M,  «v  gone. 
Mono  knowf,  noiio  gucwcih  nbera. 

"  Comet  ut  thou  1  or  wuidering  tua 
Oo  tliinc  appointed  round  T 
Or  Dcrftph  in  hia  ililDiag  cw. 
On  >ume  Iiigli  minion  boanil  I 

"Say,  hut  thnu  thine  appointod  place 
AmidHi  the  mutj  tnun, 
Whidi  tliou  dost  thmiigti  uiaboiiaded  «pac«, 
Pku  onwBtd  to  obtain  f 


"  Or  n-ilt  [bou  that  unweuicd  couiu 
Tliniugh  countleu  »g(»  run, 
With  fit'th  and  iuiab*l«d  lorcei 
A*  nlion  '«ru  fint  b<;gw  f 

• 

"  Ucteor  ot  itor,  whftte'n  thou  ut, 
Our  pmhlind  raoo  holoir 
Kmj  a\xtc,  and  dtcatn,  and  pica*  in  pan, 
But  ne'er  will  (ul);  know  I 

"  WttJt  reoMn'*  powtn  could  never  retell 
To  iby  meridiMi  height ; 
Not  iciciicc  her  disciple*  tcoeh 
To  eokulalc  thy  fltgbl."* 

Among  other  celestial  pbccomeQa  witaoased : 
this  couDtry,  I  cannot  pass  over  in  alonce  the 
^leadiii  appcaranco  of  the  Aurora  Borcalis.  the 
most  beautiful  displays  of  which  generally  take 
place  ID  the  laonths  of  October  and  Korctuber.  It 

*  AgiM  StrieUud'a  "  HuMfic  Scenes." 
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is  seldom  scgd  during  the  very  severe  months,  or 
during  very  severe  weather ;  but  any  Aurora  1 
«vcr  witnessed  in  England  will  give  but  a  Mat 
idea  of  the  grandeur  and  gorgeous  appearance 
of  this  most  magnificent  of  all  electric  pheno- 
mena. 

It  generally  makes  its  appearance  about  nine 
o'clock  in  the  evening.  The  first  indication  is  a 
dark  cloud  or  vapour  towards  tlie  north,  a  little 
above  the  horizon,  which,  rapidly  increasing,  forms 
a  vast  arch  luminous  on  the  upper  edge.  As  soon 
as  the  arch  has  risen  to  a  certain  height,  it  appears 
to  become  stationary,  and  thruws  off  the  most 

r splendid  coruscations,  which  rise  firom  the  arch  to 
tiio  zenith,  filling  the  northern  half  of  the  heavens 
with  a  glow  of  light.  These  golden  streamers 
dance  along  with  great  rapidity,  clianging  their 
form  and  colour  instantaneously,  at  times  llicker- 
iog  with  a  pale  light,  and  anon  assuming  a  goldeo 
hoe,  and  the  form  of  ranges  of  vast  organ-pipes. 
I  have  seen  some  Auroras,  where  all  the  prismatic 
colours  were  most  vividly  and  beautiMly  pour- 
trayed. 

The  finest  Aurora  I  over  beheld,  occurred  a  few 
days  before  the  rebellion  broke  out.  The  arch 
rose  nearly  to  tbe  zenith,  and  then  broke  up  into 
detached   masses  of  beautiful  colours,  amongst 
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which  the  most  conspicuous  were  green,  violet,  sol 
red.  In  a  few  minutes,  streamers  of  a  bright  n» 
colour  radiated  from  the  zenith  in  eTery  dircctici 
forming  a  most  magnificent  canopy.  This  ^■ 
geous  spectacle  tasted  for  nearly  three  hours,  ul 
then  gradually  faded  away. 

While  I  was  contemplating  this  magnifiMQl 
appearance,  my  servant,  an  old  Wiltshire  ma, 
came  up  and  said, — "  Zur,  doant  you  think  tliil 
be  a  zinc  of  war  t  for,  I  do  know,  I  ze'cd  suiaatj 
lioke  that  when  I  war  a  boy,  aad  the  war  ifiJJ 
follow  directly."     I  could  not  help  longhiog  m 
Bill's  belief  that  this  was  a  supernatural  sign  (u 
war  and  bloodshed.    It  was,  however,   curiooH 
enough  that  the  rebellion  in  Upper  Canada  broke 
out  a  few  days  after  this  singuUr  appearance  BJ 
the  heavens,  to  the  great  delist  of  old  Bill,  WM 
had  prophesied  the  event.  I 

Thunder-storms  in  Canada  West  are  of  fircqoentj 
occurrence  during  the  summer  season,  and  are] 
sometimes  v&ry  violent.    Those  of  the  summers  i 
of  1837  and  1838  were  particularly  so.     In  tbe 
July  of  the  latter  year  my  house  was  struck  by 
the  electric  fluid,  which  shattered  the  whole  gable 
end.    I  bad  left  a  cross-cut  saw  leaning  against] 
the  chimney   in    the  garret>  which    saved   the 
lives  of  my  wife  and  several  memboTB  of  mf] 
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iiniljr,  the  lightning  splitting  the  chimney  till  it 
une  to  tlio  fan,  wliicb  it  took  as  a  better  con- 
ictor,  knocking  down  part  uf  tlie  parlour  ceiling 
its  passage  to  the  earth.  M_v  little  boy  Arthur, 
ho  was  then  a  baby  in  his  mother's  arms,  was 
iuuncd  by  the  ocplosion,  and  my  eldest  daugh- 
er,  who  was  reading  in  the  open  verandah,  bad 
ler  arm  burnt ;  while  her  cousin,  sitting  near  her, 
ras  burnt  on  the  forehead.  The  bouse  was  filled 
ritb  soot  from  the  chimneys,  aad  a  great  many 
tones  were  burled  down  by  the  shock.  The 
liains  of  a  pair  of  scales  hanging  up  in  the 
itore-room,  were  melted  and  broken  into  small 
[pieces.  Luckily,  the  saw  caused  the  fiuid  to  IcavQ 
ithc  chimney  ;  for,  had  it  continued  its  course,  my 
wife,  her  aunt,  and  several  of  my  children,  who 
were  near  the  Cre-placc  at  the  time,  mut:t  have 
becD  killed  by  the  descent  of  the  electric  fluid. 
*  My  house  was  so  shaken  by  this  disaster,  that 
I  found  it  was  absolutely  necessary  cither  to  be 
at  the  expense  of  a  thorough  repair,  or  to  build  a 
new  one.  After  due  consideration  I  preferred 
building  my  prt'scnt  louse,  which  is  of  frame-work 
on  a  stone  foundation,  being  lathed  and  plastered 
inside,  and  rough-cast  without.  The  dimensions 
of  my  new  house  were  then  thirty-eight  feet  by 
twenty-six,  to  which  I  afterwards  added  a  wing 


[ 


SI4 


MISTAKE  OP  A   TAKEEE   CARPENTER. 


P 


forty  feet  bj  twenty.   A  renmdah.  aino  fect¥id 
runniDg  along  tlic  £roDt  and  one  end,  Qiade 
bou£e  cool  and  pleasant  in  summer.     In  very '. 
veatbcr  we  often  dined  and  drank  tea  in  the ' 
Tetandah  in  order  to  enjoy  the  coolness 
air. 

During  Uic  time  1  was  building  my  new  boa 
a  lady  cainc  up  from  Peterborough  on  a 
my  wife,  and  on  that  occaaon  she  rode  on  a  i 
black  donkcr,  wbich  she  bad  brought  with 
a  few  months  before,  from  Ireland.    ^ 

I  hud,  working  with  me  at  this  time,  a  Yo 
carpenter  who  had  never  seen  a  donkey  befi 
Soon  after  the  creature  had  been  turned  out  inte^ 
the  pastorage,  I  happened  to  be  looking  towsrdi 
tic  field,  when  I  saw  the  carpenter  creeping  alcae 
very  cautiously,  rifle  in  hand.  Supposing  that  bt 
saw  either  a  bear  or  doer  in  the  field,  I  snatdied  op 
my  gun  and  ran  down  towards  him.  What,  how- 
ever was  my  suq)rise,  as  I  drew  nc&r,  to  see  him 
nu8c  his  rifle  and  aim  at  the  unfortunate  donke;, 
when  I  called  out  to  him, — "  Hallo,  what  are  yon 
going  to  do  ?  you  will  kill  that  donkey  I  ^ 

Luckily  the  poor  beast  was  partly  hidden  by  io 
angle  of  the  fence  and  a  quantity  of  raspberrj- 
bushes,  which  bad  caused  the  man  to  resorre  bit 
fire  till  he  had  g^t  a  better  shot. 
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A  BEAST  SATED  AND  A  JOKE  LOOT. 

Donkey  I  **  he  ejaculated,  slowly  lowering  his 
;  "  wal,  if  that  don't  boat  all  nature,  I  do 
declare.     I  swar  if  I  din't  think  'twar  a  bear.     If 
you  han't  sung  out,  I  should  have  let  go,  that 's  a 
fiict     Wal,  if  ever  I  saw  such  a  critter!  " 

lie  walked  round  tlic  critter,  as  ho  called  it, 
two  or  three  times,  examining  tha  hannless  beast 
with  great  admiration.  Our  poor  friend  would 
not  have  liked  losing  her  donkey,  whose  long  ears 
ought  to  have  saved  him  from  the  tragical  conse- 
quences of  being  taken  for  a  bear.  My  interfe- 
rence savod  her  sable  steed,  and  lost  the  Canadians 
a  good  joke,  which  they  would  have  long  enjoyed 
ftt  brother  Jonathan's  expense. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

BAPiD  mcuuiK  or  THt  ii*cK-«xrtuuuxn.  —  Dnrmos  or 
uinfticT.^owT^cnoN  or  Titl  asiMx. — coloxki.  b— 
nw  urNACTORT  uvuax  itsed.— rratu  r«>  wntMinr  ix  tb 

MIDDtS  or  mi    RTVIft^^RI    POOH   TXKPBItAitVB    OOLMtKL   O0W> 

MLLKD  TO  onto  TO  TCR1I8. — vi;iininonai;eii. — tub  oioxuM 
Bi*Kn.— MMOBtrrruK  or  rut  wtsmiDi  on  back  ukm, — u» 

r*TX   or  A   DLKKOVHAK. — OKAITT   Of  TUB  MKDKRT. Ur»4KS 

tlKK.— IITDIAK    tOVn.— lUTHAKIMB  o'nOKOIIUS'a   PWDUK  — 

ITDIIT    LIKB    AHD    IT»    EN>  IKOKS.^LKAIt    LAN!. PMOBIB  M 

PCTIBDUBOVOII.  ^ 

Our  sottlcmeots  in  Die  back  country,  after  the 
Iristi  omigration  under  the  Hod.  Peter  Robinson, 
and  the  Wiltshire  emigntDts,  located  in  tlie  town* 
ship  of  Dummer,  under  the  sapcrintcadance  oS 
Lieutenant  Rubige,  began  to  increase  rapidlj- 
Peterborough  sood  doubted  its  populntioa ; 
churches,  mills;  and  taverns  vere  erected,  aad 
two  small  steainen,  the  Pcmcdasb  and  NortfaoBi- 
bcrland,  plied  daily  on  the  waters  of  the  Oton 
between  Rice  Lake  and  Peterborough.  It 
*^a  found  ucccssarj,  from  the  growing  impcrt-l 
if  the  back  country,  to  divide  the  distiict 
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DIVISION  OP  THE  DISTBICT. 

'hich  had  hitherto  been  known  as  the  Newcastle 
district.  When,  this  division  took  place,  the  new 
district  was  called  after  our  late  excellent  gotemor. 
Sir  Jolin  Colborae. 

To  meet  the  wants  of  tlio  new  district,  a  court- 
boose  and  jail  were  huilt  on  a  fine  rising  ground, 
OTcriooking  the  waters  of  the  Otonabeo  and  the 
town  of  Pcterhorough.  Nothing  can  exceed  the 
beauty  of  the  situation,  which  commands  an  ex- 
tensive prospect  on  all  sides.  This  edifice  is  built 
of  stone,  and  cost  upwards  of  eight  thousand 
pounds,  which  speaks  well  for  the  prosperity  of 
the  district. 

Numbers  of  small  villages  have  arisen  in  the 
different  townships,  the  principal  of  which  are 
Lindsay  in  the  towmliip  of  Ops  Keane,  in  Oto- 
nahee,  Metcalfe  in  Emily,  Norwood  in  Asphodel, 
and  Wanaw  in  Dummcr. 

A  town-plot  has  lately  been  surveyed,  within 
holf-a-mile  of  my  house,  to  which  the  name  of 
I<akoficld  h:is  been  given.  Aa  it  is  situated  on 
one  of  the  finest  mill-powers  on  the  Otonahee 
river,  at  the  head  of  the  rapids,  it  may  become 
.  a  pkce  of  some  importance,  especially  as  a  bridge 
must  ultimately  be  thrown  across  the  river  at 
this  place,  to  connect  the  townships  of  Smith  and 
Douro.  At  present  the  town  is  only  in  its  infancy, 
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con^ating  of  a  saw-will  &Dd  a  kvr  scattered  hnim 
Through  tho  Iwnerolcnco  of  my  Gliristian  fricnli 
in  Eoglaud,  I  have  boen  able  to  collect  as  muid 
moDCj  as  1  liope  will  build  the  walls  of  a  cIiurIl 
(lafficienttj  largo  to  aocommodatc  the  ChrutiiB 
population  of  the  Gettlcment,  which,  I  hope;  viD 
mippiy  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  village,  ni 
become  a  general  blc^iog  to  the  ucighboarhood. 

Formoriy,  there  used  lo  bo  a  bridge  orer  the 
river  at  this  spot,  which  was  raised  hy  public 
subscription.  This  was,  however,  unfortuiuUdT 
deii'lrojed,  gouio  years  ago,  bj  a  large  raft  of  squin 
timber,  striking  tbe  abutments  during  an 
usually  high  spring-flood,  which  canied  oU 
foTO  it. 

Some  years  before  this  bridge  was   eraotod. 

Colonel   B ,  a  gentleman   with  whom  the 

reader  i^  already  acqanintcd.  having  heard  i 
great  deal  of  the  beauty  and  capability  of  thti 
part  of  tho  country,  and  being  oflbrod  a  quaatity 
of  laud  very  cheap  by  an  old  U.  E.  Loyalist,  wa« 
iitduocd  by  the  proprietor  to  go  with  him  to  ei- 

amine  tho  locatioa.    Colonel  B ,  who 

old  man  and  had  a  large  &mily  to  provide 
thinking  he  might  find  something  to  suit 
here,  immediattdy  consonttid  to  accompany 
owner  to  view  tliis  terra  inco^ntto. 
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Kow,  it  happened  that  the  proprietor,  whose 

name  iras  Dates,  wa^a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  a 

It  drinker  by  incliuatiou  :  the  colonel,  ou  the 

itraiy,  was  a  strong  advocate  for  temperauce 
tempctance  societies. 

As  they  had  a  long  huslt-road  before  them, 
Bates  proposed  the  expediency  of  carrying  a 
pocket-pistol  with  them,  to  refresh  them  on  the 
way.  To  thb  not  unreasonable  proposition  the 
colonel  would  not  Usten,  and  the  poor  blacksmith, 
being  out  of  funds,  was  compelled  to  submit  to 
bis  enforced  abstinence,  vowing,  however,  in  his 
own  mind,  that  he  would  take  the  change  out  nf 
the  colonel  before  he  had  done  with  hiru. 

They  left  Peterborough  on  horseback,  and  took 
the  newly-cut  out  river-road,  through  the  township 
of  Smith,  which  they  followed  to  its  termination 
at  John  Nelson's  clearing,  within  one  mile  of  the 
fells  at  Lakefield,  then  known  by  the  name  of 
Nelson's  Falls,  where  they  left  thtrir  horses,  and 
proceeded  on  foot  througii  tlie  woods,  by  a  path 
beaten  by  the  settlers  on  their  fishing  excursions 
to  the  ialls. 

On  their  arriral  at  the  river,  they  founditefe 
Uioro  was  no  boat  or  canoe  to  be  obtained,  and 
they  had  no  axe  to  make  a  raft,  or  any  means  of 
crossing,   unless  they  could  find  a  ford.     This 
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tbcjr  succeeded  iu  discovering,  bolf-a-mile  furUicr 
up  the  slrcom,  at  the  commencement  of  the  N'mt 
Mile  rapids.  The  river  in  this  place  is  vaj 
wido,  ruuaiug  swiftlj  over  a  bed  of  limestooA 
as  level  as  a  floor,  being  at  low  water  not  more 
than  kncc-doep.  Hero  Bates  proposed  that  ttiej 
should  cross  by  wadiug.  The  colonel,  however, 
who  had  only  just  recovered  from  a  Tiolcat 
attack  of  intcnuittcat  fever,  durst  not  attem^ 
the  passage. 

The  bhicksinitli  then  volunteered  to  cany  him 
over  on  his  back.  The  colonel  demurred  for  smdo 
time,  being  afraid  his  steed  wouM  fall,  or  get 
tired,  for  the  distance  across  was  nearly  two 
Uuudi-ed  yards,  and  he  feared  it  would  be 
much  for  his  strength. 

The  blacksmith,  however,  overcame  all  the  oo- 
lonel's  scruples,  hy  declaring  himself  quite  capofata 
of  conveying  him  over ;  m  ho  yielded,  and  Bat« 
boldly  commenced  the  passage  with  the  colonel 
mounted  on  his  bock.  All  went  ou  woU  till  tbcy 
reached  the  deepest  part  of  the  ford,  when  BaU* 
bcigiin  roguishly  to  complain  of  the  eolunel^ 
vcight,  and  the  following  dialogue  ensued  : — 

"  I  am  afraid,  your  honour,  I  shall  never  be  able 
to  cany  you  over ;  the  current  is  so  strong,  ud 
water  deepening  at  every  stop.** 
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"  For  heayen's  sake,  don't  put  me  down,"  ei- 
claimed  the  colonel ;  "  if  I  get  wet  it  will  prove 
mj  death." 

"  It  is  qaite  imposable,  sir,  to  go  any  further," 
coolly  remarked  Bates,  purposely  stumbling,  to 
the  great  coDstematioD  of  the  colonel. 

"  Oh,  my  good  fellow,  pray  mind  your  footing, 
or  wc  shall  both  be  down.  Cannot  you  turn 
round,  and  go  back  ?"  coaxingly  urged  the  rider 
to  his  refractory  steed. 

"  I  guess  not,  mister :  if  I  attempt  to  turn,  I 
shall  be  swept  off  my  feet  by  the  current,  and 
jou  would  get  a  taste  of  tbc  drink  to  a  cer- 
tainty," rejoined  the  human  horse,  adding,  "If 
you  han't  been  so  tama!  stiff  about  the  grog,  I 
should  have  felt  as  strung  as  a  lioD,  and  could 
bare  swum  with  ye  like  a  duck." 

"  My  good  fellow,  if  you  will  only  get  me  safe 
across,  I  will  give  you  anything  in  reason." 

"  Well,  colonel,  if  you  will  solemnly  promise 
to  treat  to  a  gallon  of  whiskey  on  our  return  to 
Peterborough,  I  '11  do  my  best  to  put  you  safe 
across  and  back  again,"  quoth  the  steed,  with  a 
knowing  grin,  as  he  turned  his  head  over  his 
shoulder,  to  observe  how  his  rider  took  his  broad 
hint. 

The  colonel  groaned. 
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"It's  agtunst  m;  priociples  to  give  trhuke;: 
jrou  know." 

"  And  it 's  equally  against  mine  to  go  on  witi- 
out,"  replied  the  incorrigible  toper.  "  Come^  yn 
had  better  be  smart,  for  you  an  main  heavy,  aai 
I  am  afraid  I  shall  drop  you :" — here  he  gw 
anotlmr  lurch. 

"  Hold  on,"  said  the  colonel.  "  I  will  agrw  t* 
^vo  you  the  whiskey  ; "  for  bad  as  a  rati! 
steed  might  -be  ou  land,  lie  considered  each  m 
animal  far  worse  in  the  water. 

"  On  yoxa  honour,  colonel  T" 

'*  On  my  honour,  Mr.  Bates !" 

The  steed,  who  hod  thus  struck  for  wages  is 
the  midst  of  the  swift-flowing  Otonabee,  as  soon 
M  the  necessary  preliminaries  wore  settled,  bs- 
came  tractable,  and  boro  his  terrified  rider  safely 
to  Uic  shore. 

On  their  return  to  Petcrboroogfa,  the  oolaod 
honourably  paid  his  debt,  to  the  great  satis&ction 
of  Bates,  who  used  often  to  tell  the  story  as  a 
good  joke  aguost  my  friend.  Some  time  after- 
wards ho  sold  the  land  for  a  rcry  small  sum,  to 
the  lion.  Zacheus  Bumham,  the  present  pro- 
prietor, who  has  htid  out  the  town-plot  of  Ijike- 
fiold  on  the  adjoining  lot,  which  property  has  now 
become  very  valuable. 
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The  miTigatioQ  of  the  upper  lakes  commeocos 
here,  iuterrupted  only  by  a  few  short  portages. 
Since  it  muy  be  interestiug  to  my  readers,  I  shall 
attempt  a  short  description  of  this  chaju  of  lakes, 
and  the  resources  of  the  country  through  which 
they  flow. 

Peterborough  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  tho  first 
rapids  which  interrupt  the  navigatiou  of  the  Oto- 
nabec  river.  Its  future  size  and  progpcrity  de- 
pend not  so  much  on  the  immediate  surrounding 
country,  as  upon  the  timber,  mineral,  and  agricul* 
tural  resourcea  of  the  valley  of  the  Otonabee; 
which  is  as  yet  only  partially  settled.  The  Oto- 
nabee takes  iLt  rise  out  of  a  small  lake,  the  Indian 
name  of  which  is  Ka.skqua£liiUoh.  This  lake  is 
on  the  dividing  ridge  between  the  waters  tlowing 
eastward  into  the  Ottowo.  westward  into  the  Huron 
uul  Siiscoe,  and  southward  into  Lake  Ontaiio. 
EoK  the  first  hundred  miles  from  its  source  to 
Balmn  Lake,  it  flows  through  an  unsurveyed 
country.  Little,  therefore,  is  known  of  the  quality 
of  the  land,  or  \is  mineral  productions,  except 
what  can  be  gathered  from  the  report  of  Indian 
traders,  who  seldom  or  ever  leave  the  course  of 
the  river.  From  diligent  inquiry  among  these 
people,  and  from  the  report  of  a  friend  of  mine 
who  had  been  many  miles  above  Dalsani  Lake  on 
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II  trapping  expeditioo,  I  uailcrstand  Uiat 
groves  of  red  and  white  pioe  arc  abundant.  iail| 
that  mmc  tracts  of  good  tand  arc  to  be  found  mri 
Gull  and  LuQe  Lakes.  It  is  gcocralljr  belieTtd] 
that  miooral  wealth  aliouuds  in  this  distiicL 
I  have  seen  some  fine  specimens  of  silver  aol 
copper  ore,  said  to  have  bcca  found  in  tius  nitj 
of  the  country. 

The  river  enters  the  surveyed  lands  betwea  i 
the  townships  of  SonimerTille  and  Bexlej,  Ijitgl 
on  cither  side  of  Balsam  Lake,  a  fine  sheet  of' 
water  abounding  in  fish.  The  lands  of  then 
towoshipd  are  not  genoially  good,  though  aoml 
portions  of  them  might  be  settled  :  there  is  bon- 
over.  a  great  deal  of  valuable  timber  which  will 
be  a\'aJlabIe  in  a  few  years.  Bexlcy  h  the  stoall- 
est  and  most  remote  townsliip  in  the  County  of 
Poturlorough.  Following  the  course  of  the  lake 
downwards,  the  next  township  on  the  westeni 
shore  is  Fenolon,  the  land  of  which,  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  the  lake,  is  of  an  indiffcreot 
.quality,  with  the  exception  of  South  Bay.  Thti 
I  township,  however,  is  considered  tolcnibly  good, 
and  these  parts  of  it  are  well  settled.  Near  the 
east  shore  of  Oalsam  Lake  there  is  a  large  islaod 
containing  upwards  of  a  thousand  acres;  which  is 
the  site  of  a  small  Indian  viUage  of  the  Missis- 
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sauga  tribe.  TIio  Indians  do  not,  however,  api)ear 
lo  like  their  location,  for  many  have  deserted  it 
for  the  more  prosperous  villages  of  Chemong  and 
Ricp  Lake. 

From  the  head  of  Balsam  Lake  to  the  foot  of 
Kawchewalinoonk  Lake,  a  distance  of  upwards  of 
eighty  miles,  the  river  spreads  into  a  surface,  form, 
ing  a  number  of  beautiful  lakes,  varying  from  one 
mile  to  six  in  breadth,  connected  togetlicr  by 
narrow  straits,  called  portages,  the  principal  of 
which  arc  Cameron  or  Fenclon  Falls  between 
Cameron  and  Stui^eon  Lakes,  Bfibcadgeon  be- 
tween Sturgeon  and  Pigeon  Lakes,  Buckhoru  and 
Deer  Bay  Rapids  and  the  Burleigh  Falls.  These 
lakes,  or  expansions  of  the  Otanabec,  water  the 
townships  of  Verulam,  liarvcy,  Eunismore,  Smith, 
Burleigh,  Mcthuen,  Dummer  and  Douro.  The 
land  of  several  of  tliciic  townships  is  of  excellent 
quality,  and  all  arc  rich  in  timber  and  building- 
stone.  Those  townships  lying  on  the  granite  range, 
viz.,  Methuen,  Burleigh,  Harvey,  and  Sommerville, 
are  known  to  contain  irou  ore  :  fine  specimens  of 
copper,  silver,  and  plumbago  have  also  been  found. 
little  of  these  latter  townships  is  known  ;  for, 
with  the  exception  of  the  settlement  on  Sandy 
Lake,  in  the  township  of  llarvey,  which  I  alluded 
to  in  a  former  chapter,  no  emigrant  has  w  '^^V 
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ventured  to  locftte  bimself  in  these,  compvatiT^j 
speaking,  imknovn  regions. 

This,  howerer,  viU  soon  ceaae  to  be  the  case ; 
for  alrcadj  the  lumbermen,  the  hardy  pioneers  of 
tbe  mora  remote  tovrnsbips,  arc  making  pfepota* 
tions  to  commence  the  work  of  destruction  open 
the  noble  pine  forests  of  Burleigh  and  Mothoio. 
Messrs.  GiUnour  and  Co.  hariog  purchased  laige 
tracts  of  these  lands  from  gorerumcDt  solelj  iot 
Uic  sake  of  the  Umber.  In  another  year  the  sooud 
of  three  hundred  axes  will  waken  the  slumbo^ 
ing  echoes  of  tlie  rocky  glen  aud  ivood-crowned 
beiglit,  where  the  foot  of  the  vhite  miui  neTV 
trod  before. 

The  first  portage,  as  I  before  mentioned,  occun 
between  Cameron  and  Sturgeon  Lakes.  The 
river,  which  is  here  about  eighty  yards  in  width, 
is  precipitated  over  a  limc-stoue  rock,  nearly  io 
the  form  of  a  horse-shoe,  twenty-six  feet  in  height 
Before  thv  construction  of  the  locks  and  dam  at 
Bobcadgeon,  it  was  stud  that  a  person  could  walk 
across  the  river  behind  the  curtain  of  the  faUa 
Raising  the  water  has  destroyed  this  curious  and 
natural  bridge,  and  taken  some  feet  from  the  per- 
pendicular height  of  the  fiUls. 

That  enterprising  and  much  esteemed  gentle- 
man. James  Wallis,  Esq^.,  of  Peterborough,  hud  oat 
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a  village,  and  built  grist  and  .saw-mills  at  tlii& 
beautiful  and  romautic  spot,  n-here  a  small  church 
of  the  Establishment  has  also  been  erected,  princi- 
pttUy  owing  to  the  exertions  of  Messrs.  Wallis, 
Laogtou,  and  Dan^tbrd,  aided  by  a  nuiabcr  of  old 
countrj  gentlerauD.  settled  along  the  beautiful 
shores  of  Sturgeon  Lake. 

The  sad  fate  of  their  first  minister,  tlic  Rev. — 
Fiddler,  threw  a  sad  gloom  over  the  settlement. 
It  appears  tliat  the  reverend  gcntlcmaa  with  two 
other  persons,  were  endeavouring  to  bring  a  large 
boat  into  the  mill-race  above  the  falls,  when  from 
bad  management  and  the  height  of  tJio  river  at 
the  time,  they  missed  the  mouth  of  the  race,  aud 
were  precipitated  over  a  dam  six  feet  in  height, 
aud  then  over  the  main  fall  into  the  raging  abjss 
below,  wltere  their  boat  was  dashed  to  pieces,  aud 
all  three  perished. 

Stui^eoD  Lake  is  a  ftite  sheol  of  water  twelve 
or  tliirtecu  miles  in  length.  Its  name  i^  not  de- 
rived from  the  quantity  of  fisli  of  that  sp«cies  it 
contuns — for  it  has  Done— but  iroca  a  suppofied 
resemblance  in  form  to  the  sturgeon.  The  river 
Scugog  empties  its  waters  iato  this  lake  and 
several  minor  streatea  The  land  U  of  an  ave- 
rage quality :  the  shores  are  pretty,  and  rise  gra- 
dually &om  tlic  water ';s  edge  to  a  coQ&\tiet^V« 
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•Icvatiot).  This  section  of  the  country  is  at  pre- 
sent but  thinly  settled. 

A  narrow  strait  connects  Sturgeon  witk 
Pigeon  Lake.  On  an  island  between  these  laki% 
a  darn  and  locks  have  been  constructed  at  &  oob- 
sidcrable  cost;  but  like  sercral  other  goTeni- 
ment  jobs  of  the  same  kind,  thoy  have  been  badlr 
planned  and  worse  executed. 

As  a  proof  of  this,  I  need  only  mentioD  tlut 
in  excavating  the  canal  and  lock  at  Bobcadgeon 
Rapids,  the  best  of  building-stone  was  thrown  on 
one  side,  and  the  lock  built  of  timber;  and  it  is 
so  ill-constructed  that  Uie  gates  will  neither  open 
nor  shut,  consequently  it  is  useless  to  the  public. 
The  best  constructed  lock  and  dam  in  the  cooiitj 
is  that  at  Whitlow's  Rapids,  a  mile  below  Pctc^ 
borough.  But  though  no  fault  con  be  found  with 
the  workmanship  and  material,  yet  the  entrance 
to  the  lock  is  planned  so  badly,  that  during  high 
water  even  steamers  run  the  greatest  risk  of  be* 
ing  swept  over  the  dam  by  the  force  of  the  cor- 
rent,  a  misfortune  that  actually  occurred  twice  to 
the  Forester  steamboat,  which  on  the  last  ooca* 
sion  sustained  considerable  daniagc. 

Pigeon  Lake  is  a  considerable  expanse  of  water, 
Ihottgh  less  picturesque  than  any  other  of  tha 
chain.    The  small  township  of  Ennismore,  chiefly 
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sctllcJ  by  soutlicm  Irish,  located  by  the  late  Hon. 
Peter  Robinson,  lies  to  the  south,  and  the  unin- 
habited township  of  IlarTOy  on  the  north.  I  say 
uninhabited  township ;  for  there  arc  at  present 
only  two  families  residing  in  it,  one  at  Huckhora 
Mills,  and  the  other  near  Sandy  Lake,  about  five 
miles  apart.  This  township  abounds  in  valuable 
groves  of  piuc  timber,  and,  judging  from  the  fiice  of 
the  country,  is  no  doubt  rich  in  mineral  wejiUh. 

The  shores  of  Pigeon  Lake  ore  for  the  most 
part  swampy,  especially  at  the  mouth  of  Pigeon 
Creek.  The  drowrned  land  has  been  caused  mostly 
by  the  construction  of  the  Government  dam  at 
Buckhorn  Itapids,  which  has  flooded  some  thou- 
sand acres  of  the  low  lands,  on  the  borders  of  the 
lake. 

liuckhom  Lake  is  a  mere  continuation  of  Mud 
or  Chemong  Lake,  being  one  of  the  prongs — as 
the  Indians  say  of  the  horn — Deer  Bay  being  the 
opposite  one.  The  populous  and  excellent  town- 
ship of  Smith  forms  a  long  peninsula  between  tlie 
waters  of  Chemong  Lake  and  the  river  Otonabee. 
The  Buckhorn  saw  mills  and  the  Government 
dam  are  constructed  nearly  in  the  ccntio  of  tlie 
Buckhorn  Lake,  where  the  waters  are  suddenly 
contracted  within  rocky  banks  scarcely  a  hundred 
paces  front  shore  to  shore.    Over  ttds  s:^(i^.  on. 
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exceHeDt  Ijiidge  has  beca  built,  coanccting  Uit 
■fcownsliips  of  Harvey  and  Stnitb.  Tho  Govenh 
Dtent  clam  at  this  place  raises  tlie  water  of  VpfMr 
Buckhom,  Chenioug  and  Pigcun  Lakes  to  tha 
lock  at  Bobcadgeon  sufficiently  for  the  puipoat 
of  navigation. 

Bolow  the  Backhom  mills  the  real  beautr 
this  chain  of  lakes  begins.     Kapids,  water&lU 
islands,  rocky  protnontones  and  many  other  fine 
feattiros  make  them  and  Stony  Lake  the  resort  ofi 
the  lovers  of  the  picturesque,  and  picnic 
in  time  localities  are  very  frcqacDt. 

Lower  Buckhoni,  Deer  Bay,  aod  Lotc^ 
Lake  resemble  each  other  iu  sceneiy.  Id  foci, 
for  sereral  miles  the  limestone  and  granite  fom*- 
tions  range  side  by  side,  as  clearly  defined  as  if  a 
lino  were  drawn  to  separate  tbom. 

To  the  right  bold  diffii  of  limestone  rise,  bv 
ing  thuir  summits  crowned  with  hard-wood  and 
pine,  which  lift  their  umbrageous  heads,  tree  abort 

'tree,  in  almost  endless  succession.    To  the  left, 
rough  pinnacles  of  moss-covcrod  giunitc  ore  aeeo 
ore  the  pine-covered  heights.    The  stu&ce  of 

'the  lake  is  thickly  dotted  with  islands  of  red 
ite,  some  of  which  arc  bare  red  rock  mixed 

E^th  veins  of  pure  quartz,  witli  bero  and  there 
'  ned  cedar  growijig  in  their  deep  fissuras.  Otfaon 
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UD  are  ricblj  clothed  to  their  summits  with 
k,  pine,  aud  maple. 

In  the  autumn  the  scene  is  varied  by  the  pro- 
set  of  fine  fields  of  wild  rice,  over  which  clouds 

wild  fowl  arc  continually  hovering.  The  cn- 
mce  of  Deer  Bay,  a  fine  slieet  of  clear  water,  is 
out  a  mile  in  width,  where  it  joins  Buckbom 
d:^  from  which  it  is  separated  merely  by  a 
Dge  of  small  rocky  islands,  some  of  which  are 
!ll-wooded,  wliib't  others  are  bare.  On  cither 
io  the  entrance  of  Deer  Lay,  a  bold  promontory 
uids  boldly  out  into  the  waters  of  the  Buckhoni. 
leso  promontories  are  beautifully  adorned  with 
irious  descriptions  of  timber  from  the  water's 
Igo.  Clifis,  nearly  three  hundred  feet  in  almost 
irpendicular  height,  fairly  encircle  Deer  Bay, 
:ceptiug  at  the  upper  cud,  where  a  small  stream 
iters  the  lake.  This  precipitous  range  of  lime- 
one  continues  on  the  right  shore  to  a  short 
)rtagQ  called  the  Deer  Bay  llapid,  when  the 
mestone  formation  ceases,  and  is  superseded  by 
luiite. 

The  foot  of  the  upper  promontory  at  the  en- 
anoe  of  Deer  Bay  is  the  favourite  camping- 
x>und  of  the  various  hunting  and  fishing  [mrties 
ho,  every  fall,  resort  to  these  beautiful  lakes  to 
ijoy  a  few  days'  good  sport,  or  to  roam  at  will 
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over  the  delightful  islands  wliich  everywhere  ■(• 
tract  the  lover  of  natural  sceneiy-  Directly  ictiNi 
the  lake  opposite  to  the  camping-grouDd,  a  fist 
stream  of  water  debouches  into  tbe  lake.  TIbi 
little  river  is  called  Deer  Bay  creek.  About  hilf 
a  mile  up  this  river  there  is  a  singular  pool  sv- 
roundod  on  every  side  by  high  granite  rods 
covered  with  raoas,  and  clothed  with  red  pines 
and  cedars.  On  the  north  side  of  this  basio  the 
river  forces  its  way  througli  a  narrow  ch&sm  is 
the  rock,  plungiug  its  impetuous  waters  over  a 
ledge  of  black-looking  granite  into  the  pool  below, 
whoso  surface  is  continually  agitated  by  the  de> 
Bcending  torrent.  A  corrL-aponding  fissure  OD  the 
c^posite  side  releases  the  imprisoned  waters  whicfa 
for  several  hundred  yard*  flow  down  the  rocky 
dewont  into  the  more  placid  waters  of  tbe  Bock- 
hora. 

One  of  my  most  bvourite  places  of  resort 
the  rocky  mos»-covcred  height,  directly  above 
dark  eddying  pool  I  have  just  described,  where, 
hid  from  obscrration,  I  used  to  ensconce  myntt 
book  in  band,  with  my  trusty  double-barrelled  gusM 
by  my  side.  Here  I  have  watched  for  boon 
flock  after  flock  of  the  brigfat-plumcd  wood>dack^ 
its  they  swam  up  and  down  ttte  eddy,  perfectly 
hnuwQKious  of  their  danger.     Waiting  till  a 


lOCl- 


1 


I 


r 


nroiAM  LOVER. 


238 


L 


dent  namber  had  coUcctod,  I  then  gave  them 
the  conteut*!  of  both  barrels,  one  while  sittJDg, 
and  the  other  as  thoj  rose  from  the  (lool :  in  this 
manoer  1  used  to  kill  great  numbers.  This  spot 
is  a  favourite  iiauut  of  the  wood-ducks,  who  love 
the  solitudes  of  the  quiet  pool  and  wood-em- 
bowered stream. 

The  portage  of  the  Deer  Bay  Rapids  connects 
the  foot  of  the  Buckhora  with  Love-sick  Lake. 
I  tiiiuk  I  hear  my  female  readers  exclaim,  "  Oh  ! 
what  a  strange  uamo  I  surely  there  must  bo  some 
atory  connected  with  it."  And  so  there  is  ;  and 
the  tale  shall  be  related  for  the  benefit  of  my  fair 
readers,  just  as  I  have  heard  it. 

Some  few  years  ago  (for  the  name  is  of  modem 
origin)  a  handsome  black-eyed  Indian,  Rictiard 
Fawn,  fell  desperately  in  love  with  a  blue-eyed 
maiden  from  tlie  Emerald  Isle.  But  Katharine 
O'DoDobue  smiled  not  upon  the  passion  of  the 
red  man,  tlie  true  lord  of  the  soil.  It  was  in 
vain  that  he  sought  her  love  in  the  most  approved 
form  of  Indian  courtship.  8he  had  no  mind  to  be 
the  inmate  of  his  wigwam,  or  the  manufacturcss 
of  mocassins,  baskets  and  brooms.  Poor  Richard 
was  disconsolate,  and  retired  from  the  presence  of 
his  hard-hearted  love — his  Irish  Barbara  Allen — 
in  despair. 
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Kothing  more  was  heard  of  our  loTe-«dE 
for  several  da}'S,  when  at  laai  lie  was  discorered'^ 
by  some  of  his  frieads  oq  an  island  in  tliis  Lalt^ 
nearly  dead  from  hunger  and  grief.  Poor  Richard, 
finding  liis  Iri&h  love  remained  insensible,  gave  up 
his  resolution  of  dying  for  licr,  and  allowed  liim- 
self  to  be  comforted  by  his  friends,  who,  to  com- 
memorate his  despairing  sojourn  on  the  island, 
called  the  lake  uu  which  it  was  situated,  Lovft- 
sick  Lake,  which  name  it  has  ever  since  retained. 

The  portage  at  Deer  Bay  Itapid  is  very  pretty, 
and  one  of  the  best  places  for  duck-shooting  on 
the  lakes.  In  the  fall  of  the  year,  and  on  a  windy 
day,  the  ducks  fly  through  tliis  pa^is  continually. 
Tlie  sportsman  may  load  and  fire  as  quickly  ai  ha| 
pleases.  In  the  evening,  when  the  night-flight 
commences,  it  is  astonisliing  to  see  the  number 
of  wild  fowl  passing  tliis  spot  on  their  way  from 
Stony  Lake  to  the  great  rice-beds  at  the  entraace 
of  Deer  Bay  and  the  Buckhom  Lake. 

Some  sportsmen  use  mock  decoy-ducks  made  of 
wood,  hollowed  out  and  painted  to  represent  dif-J 
ferent  kinds  of  wild  fowl.    ITie  proper  way  to 
manage  the  decoys  is  to  fasten  a  short  piece  (4^ 
cord  &um  one  to  the  other,  and  a  long  string  from" 
the  foremost  decoy  with  a  stone  tied  tv  the  cod 
by  way  of  an  anchor.     The  decoys  should 


WtXD   FOWL. 


S35 


in  the  stream  either  at  the  bead  or  foot 
of  a  rapid  where  flocks  of  duclu  arc  in  the  habit 
of  alighting.  When  the  decoys  are  moved,  tboy 
^ould  swim  about  a  foot  apart  from  each  other, 
and  the  agitation  of  the  water  will  make  tiiem 
Ixih  up  and  dowu  as  naturally  as  possible,  so  that 
any  person,  unless  previously  told,  would  mistake 
them  for  real  ducks. 

Flockjs  of  wild  fowl  flying  over  these  decoys 
are  deceived,  and  alight  bedde  them  wtica  the 
sportRmau,  who  is  hid  opposite,  is  geucrally  able 
to  get  a  double  shot.  This  is  a  very  good  plan 
where  fowl  are  plentiful,  particularly  late  in  the 
autumn,  when  the  fall  and  winter  ducks  make 
Iheir  appearance  in  immense  flocks.  The  town- 
sliip  of  Uarvcy  aad  part  of  Burleigh  lie  oa  the 
north  side  of  Buckboni,  and  Love^ck  Lake  aad 
Smitli  Town  on  the  south.  Lore-uck  Lake  is  a 
small  sheet  of  water  about  two  miles  square :  therv 
are  probably  from  twenty  to  tliirty  small  islands 
scattered  on  its  bosom.  In  Deer  Bay  and  Buck- 
horn  there  must  be  upwards  of  a  hundred,  some 
of  which  contain  several  acres  of  laud  on  thoir 
surfikce,  whilst  others  are  composed  of  masses  of 
gmtiitc  in  every  imaginable  sliapo  and  form.  I 
foi^t  to  mention  that  a  mile  or  so  above  our  old 
camptng'ground  on  the  soutb  shore  of  Buckboru 
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there  is  a  curious  petrifying  spring,  now 
the  Victoria  spring.  It  is  very  copious, 
rushes  out  of  the  limestone  rock  at  least  a  hiu- 
drod  feet  above  the  lake.  Every  substance 
touches  in  its  course  is  covered  with  a  coat 
lime:  branches  of  trees,  sticks  and  moss  arc 
ily  converted  into  stone,  or  rather  thickly  eoi 
in  lime.  The  water  is  the  coldest  I  ever  dnak. 
eroa  in  the  heat  of  summer.  Under  the  cedin 
which  border  the  stream,  the  air  is  quite  chilUn^ 
and  not  a  musquito  or  black  fly  is  to  be  eeea 
within  some  j-ards  of  the  brook.  Where  tic 
creek  runs  into  the  lake,  and  for  some  ilistanco 
from  the  shore,  llie  bottom  is  white  with  tiie 
limo  deposits.  As  Goon  as  Lovc^sick  Lake  ii 
crossed,  jou  enter  a  wide  river-channel  full  of 
granite  islands.  Following  the  coutso  of  the 
stream,  you  come  to  the  Upper  Stony  Lake  portage 
where  a  fall  of  five  or  tax  feet  occurs  across  boUi 
channels  of  the  river,  which  is  here  divided  by  a 
small  island,  over  which  the  canoes  must  be  car- 
ried for  a  distance  of  about  thirty  yards.  Two 
hundred  yards  below  this  portage  a  second  per- 
pendicular fall  and  portage  similar  to  the  last 
occurs— with  this  diSereiico,  that  the  island  ii 
much  higher  and  the  portage  much  longer.  The 
third  and  final  portagais  about  tlie  same  distUMt 
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as  thQ-  last :  here  the  canoes  must  be  again  car- 
ried over  a  high  graiiito  rock  to  the  shores  of 
Stony  Lake  to  avoid  the  Burleigh  Falls,  twenty- 
six  feet  in  height.  From  the  summit  of  this  por- 
tagi^rock  a  delightful  view  is  obtained  of  Stony 
Lake,  with  its  thousand  islands,  wooded  hittB  and 
ni^d  rocks.  To  the  west  are  the  rapios  and 
cascade)  you  have  just  passed.  Ou  the  left  you 
hear  the  roar  of  the  Great  Durteigh  or  Peninsula 
Falls  ;  to  the  right,  the  Little  Burleigh  plunges  its 
broken  waters  into  the  deep  lake  beneath. 

The  Burleigh  Falls  arc  well  worth  seeing.  The 
Otonabcc  Iicrc  forces  a  passage  by  four  narrow 
channels  through  a  barrier  of  granite,  which  skirts 
the  western  shores  of  Stony  or  Salmon-Trout 
liakc.  Two  tliirds  of  the  waters  of  the  Otonaboo 
are  forced  through  the  narrow  chasm  of  the  Great 
fiurleigii,  by  a  descent  of  twenty-six  feet  into  the 
deep  blue  waters  of  the  bay,  which,  during  the 
spring  and  fall  floods,  cause  a  heavy  swell  on  the 
lake  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  falls.  So 
many  eddies  and  whirlpools  are  formed  in  the 
bay,  by  the  descending  torrent,  as  to  make  the 
navigation  dangerous  for  the  passing  canoe  with- 
out a  skilful  steersman. 

Viewed  from  Stony  Lake,  the  hmdscapo  is  one 
of  remarkable  beauty.   The  four  cascades  foaming 
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and  tumbliog  into  tbc  bay  through  the  lofty 
of  granite,  overarched  by  the  rich  foliage  of  the^ 
dwarf  oak,  the  more  lofty  pine,  and  the  gnarled 
branches  of  the  red  cedar,  whose  roots  are  seen 
tirmly  fixed  in  the  deep  fissures  of  the  overhang- 
ing raks,  present  a  picture  whiise  varied  fi'tatarK 
are  not  easily  described.  M 

The  best  fishing  in  Stony  Lake  is  to  bg  fouM" 
at  the  foot  of  these  water-foils,  especially  in  the 
month  of  October,  when  vast  quantities  of  fine 
a^inou-trout  are  caught  by  tlie  troUiug-Hnc,  oad 
bass-bait,  maskonong**,  black-bass,  and  white-fish 
also  abound,  besides  many  otber  varieties. 

I  encamped  on  an  island  near  the  Great  Bur-. 
Icigh  for  a  few  days  in  October  1 849,  when,  on 
morning,  between  breakfast-  and  dinuer-time,  my 
two  eldest  sons  and  myself  caught,  with  our 
troUing-lines,  thJrty-fivo  salmon-trout,  eight 
maskinonge,  and  several  lai^e  lake  bass,  the  total 
woight  of  which  aiiiountod  to  473  pounds. 

The  black-bass,  which  is  a  very  delicious  fidi, 
not  unlike  the  sole  in  flavour,  can  be  takco 
readily  with  the  rod  and  line  or  1^  trolling. 
The  best  kinds  of  ground-bait  are  worms,  craw- 
fish, gallinipper^  a  small  greiSii  frog,  or  a  minnow ; 
for  trolling,  a  mouse  made  of  musk  rat-fur,  a  red 
and  white  rag,  or  the  skin  of  the  head  an 
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of  the  red-headftd  woodpecker.  The  black-hass 
bites  £rooly,  and  wcighe  from  one  pound  to  four ; 
the  lake  bass  from  three  to  Bevcn. 

8Lony  Lake,  including  Clear  Lake,  which  is 
only  separated  from  it  by  a  range  of  lofty  granite 
islands,  is,  from  cast  to  west,  twenty  mites  in 
length,  by  an  avcrago  breadth  of  two  miles  and  a 
half.  Bcsid&g  several  deep  bays,  it  indents  the 
shores  of  Burleigh,  and  one  of  large  extent  on 
the  Dummer  side,  called  Gilchrist's  Bay.  from  the 
upper  end  of  which  a  short  canal  has  been  cut 
through  a  ridge  of  rocks,  into  White  Lake,  to 
increase  the  waters  of  the  Indian  River,  for  the 
benefit  of  mill-owners  in  Dummer,  Douro,  and 
Otonabcc 

About  a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  Burleigh 
Rapids,  is  a  precipitous  rock,  upwards  of  two 
hundred  feet  above  the  lake.  Nearly  at  the  foot 
of  tliis  rock,  and  elevated  between  si.xty  and 
seventy  feet  above  Stony  Lake,  is  a  small  sheet 
of  water,  containing  about  fifty  acres,  called  by  the 
Indians  Deer  Lake.  Three  years  ago  a  pic-nic 
party  encamped  on  the  borders  of  this  lake,  when 
the  ladies,  delighted  with  its  lovely  situation  and 
angular  beauty,  gave  it  the  name  of  Fairy  l^alce. 
whidi  it  has  ever  since  retained. 

From  tlie  circumstance  of  its  level  bciDg  m 
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mucli  higher  than  the  waters  of  Stony  Lake, 
wliich  it  is  only  separattid  by  a  granite  cliff 
mure  than  one  hundred  and  &fty  paces  broad,  ami 
from  its  being  surrounded  on  every  side  by  high 
rocks  of  the  niost  fantastic  shapes,  1  conclude  it 
to  be  of  plutonic  origin.  It  resembles,  indeed,  tbe 
crater  of  some  extinct  volcano,  only  that  I  hare 
not  detected  lava  or  scoriaj  in  its  vicinity.  la- 
decd,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  whole  granite 
formation  of  the  shores  and  islands  of  Lower 
Buckhorn,  Love-ack,  and  Stony  Lakes,  has  been 
under  the  influence  of  subterranean  fires,  arnil 
has  been  torn  and  scattered  by  trcmeDdoat 
earthquakes.  My  reason  for  supposing  this  ii 
that'  I  observed,  when  sailing  tlirough  some  of 
the  narrow  channels  between  the  islands  of  thew 
lakes,  the  formation  was  so  exact,  that  had  it 
been  pussibte  to  have  bntught  the  opposite  chf 
together,  they  would  have  fitted  each  other,  whic 
makes  me  conclude  that  they  must,  some  time 
another,  have  been  rent  asunder  by  the  agency  i 
some  terrific  convul^on  of  nature. 

Stony  Lake  is  seen  to  the  lie^t  advantage  fioD 
the  top  of  Hurricane  Point,  and  Eagle  Mount : — ^ 
it  is  dillicult  to  say  which  is  the  more  beautiful 
Eagle  Mount  is  the  highest  point  of  an  ishuid_ 
nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  lake,  containing,  pr 
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L  fa&blr,  an  area  of  ttiirtj  acres.  Tlic  laniling-place 
Lis  on  tlie  north  side,  where  the  rock  slopes  gently 
r  to  the  water's  edge.  Some  parts  of  thin  island 
L  sre  finely  wooded,  whilst  others  display  bare  rock, 

Ecmly  covered  in  places  with  nios5.  The  £f)uth 
side  of  the  isknd  is  very  precipitous,  and,  I  should 
think,  nearly  four  hundred  feet  above  the  lake. 
From  the  highest  pinnacle,  called  Eagle  Mount, 
the  view  is,  beyond  all  comparison,  the  finest  I 
ever  saw.  Tho  whole  expanse  of  Stony  Lake, 
wlUi  it^  many  hundred  islands,  the  bold  richly- 
wooded  shores  of  Burleigh,  Methuen,  and  Dum- 
mer,  and  the  glittering  waters  of  Clear  Lake,  are 
all  spread,  like  a  map,  before  you.  In  the  fall  of 
the  year,  when  the  woods  have  assumed  their 
gorgeous  livery,  nothing  can  exceed  the  mag- 
nificence of  the  scenery. 

I  hate  now  described  the  main  western  waters 
of  the  Otonabce.  From  the  eastward.  Stony 
Lake  receives  two  considerable  streams,  Eel's 
Creek  uud  Jack's  Creek.  -  Tho  former  rises  in  the 
unsnrveyed  lands,  nearly  one  hundred  miles  to 
the  north  af  Stony  Lake.  It  is  an  impetuous 
stream,  full  of  rapids  and  waterfalls,  arid  half  a 
tnile  from  its  mouth  the  navigation  is  interrupted 
by  ft  succession  of  cascades.  A  luitc  further  up, 
Jack's  Creek  empties  its  waters  into  the  lake  by  a 
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splendid  ft,ll  of  at  least  twenty  feet  in  d«9oent' 
This  creek  takes  its  rise  out  of  a  large  sheet  rf 
water,  called  Jack's  Lake.  The  Indians  have  a 
portage  ten  miles  long,  from  the  waters  of  Stoo; 
Lake  to  Jack's.  About  midway  between  the  two, 
thero  is  a  very  high  hill,  supposed  to  be  the 
lofliest  land  in  the  county,  being  little  less  than 
a  thousand  feet  above  the  waters  of  the  lake. 
From  the  summit  of  this  mouDtaio  niBe  lakes 
can  be  seen,  and  a  sea  of  woods,  only  bounded  by 
the  horizon.  All  this  part  of  the  country  is  still 
unsettled,  and  little  is  known  of  its  capabilities 
for  settlement. 

Report  speaks  indifferently  of  the  lands  in  this 
section  of  the  county  ;  however,  extensive  groves 
of  red  and  white  pme,  are  known  to  exist,  ood 
vast  quantities  of  iron  ore,  particularly  in  Mar- 
mora and  Belmont.  I  hare  seen  some  fine  spe- 
cimens of  copper  from  the  latter  township.  My 
brother-in-law,  Mr.  John  Rcid,  the  county  engineer, 
assured  me,  that  when  running  lines  in  Belmont, 
he  often  was  obliged  to  use  pickets  instead  of  his 
compass,  on  account  of  the  local  attraction  of 
vast  masses  of  8ubterranea:i  iron,  which  he  almo 
everywhere  met  witb. 

Gentlemen  who  are  travelling  through 
cither  for  pleasure  or  information,  should  certainly 
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visit  thU  chain  of  lakes,  and  I  will  venture  to 
say  they  will  be  hjglily  gratified,  particularly  if 
they  select  the  latter  end  of  September  for 
Ihcir  excursion,  for  at  that  season  of  the  year 
the  weather  is  generally  fine,  the  foliage  of  Uie 
tiees  being  dressed  in  their  brightest  hues.  Fish 
and  game  are  plentiful,  and  the  temperature  is 
delightful. 

Clear  l^ake,  as  I  before  obser^'ed,  is  only  parted 
from  Stony  Lake  by  a  Uuc  of  granite  islands,  after 
passing  which  the  limestone  recommences,  and 
with  it  the  good  land  and  the  settlements.  Smith 
boonds  Clear  Lake  to  the  south-westy  and  Douro 
to  the  north-east,  for  a  distance  of  five  miles. 
This  is  a  fine  sheet  of  water,  wiUiout  an  island  or 
rioe-bcd  on  its  surface.  The  shores  arc  bold  and 
thickly  wooded,  the  only  natural  cunosity  being 
the  battery,  a  high  limestone  terrace,  or  indeed  a 
succes^oD  of  natural  terraces,  on  the  Douro  side 
and  near  the  foot  of  the  lake.  Viewed  from  the 
water,  it  presents  Oie  appearance  of  a  well-laid 
wall  of  masonry,  composed  of  layers  of  stouc  vaiy- 
ing  from  ten  inches  to  thirty,  which  are  as  strai^t 
as  if  tlicy  had  been  cut  with  the  cliisel.  I  eliould 
think  this  va^t  quarry  of  grey  limestone  exceeds 
eighty  feet  in  perpendicular  lieight,  and  better 

Cg-stouc  cannot  be  found. 
■■ 
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A  river,  or  strait,  lialf  a  mile  in  length. 
nccts  Clear  Lake  with  Kawchewahnoonk 
I'he  lirst  dam  across  the  river  since  learmg  Bi 
horn  MilU  occurs  here,  which   has   raised 
waters  of  Clear  and  Stony  Lakes  at  loftst^ 
feet  above  their  ordinary  level.     A  saw  and 
uiill  has  lioen  built   on   this  spot  bj 
Patrick  and  Matthew  Yuung. 

Below  the  Miilii  the  river  again  spread*  itt 
waters  into  a  narrow  lake,  seldom  exceeding  thne 
quarters  of  a  mile  in  width,  studded  here  ani 
there  with  pretty  islands  richly  wooded.  The  irt* 
tlemenla  become  more  frequent  as  you  advance: 
rafU  of  timber  destined  for  Quebec,  sawn  lumber  fur 
New  York,  the  skiff  and  the  canoe,  enliven  tk 
scene,  and  prove  that  you  are  once  more  within  tb 
pale  of  civilization  and  the  haunts  of  tba  white 
man.  This  lake,  or  expansion  of  the  river,  is  called 
by  the  Indians  Kawchewahnoonk.  At  the  foit 
of  this  lake,  and  just  where  the  Nine  Mile  njddi 
commence,  my  farm  is  situated. 

Seven  years  ago,  immediately  below  my  fem, 
my  brother-in-Uw  and  myself  constructed  a  dam 
acrwis  the  Otonabco  river,  opposite  the  village  rf 
Lakcticld.  We  built  it  on  a  new  principle,  ud 
were  our  own  engineers.  The  work  has  stood  tbc 
spring-floods  well,  although  the  river  is  subject  to 
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a  perjwaJicular  rise  of  six  feet.  A  few  yards  bo- 
low  the  dam,  we  erected  a  saw-mill,  which  is  in 
full  operation,  and  is  calculated  to  cut  logs  from 
one  foot  to  four  in  diameter,  and  up  to  twenty- 
ux  feet  in  length. 

The  rirer  from  Lakefield  is  only  navigable  for 
rafts  and  lumber,  though  sometimes  a  bark  canoe, 
or  skiff,  ventures  to  run  the  rapids  ;  but  no  person 
should  attempt  it,  unless  he  is  acquainted  with 
the  river,  and  a  good  canoetnan.  The  distance 
to  Peterborough  is  about  nine  miles,  and  the  fall 
in  the  river,  according  to  Beard  and  Rubidge's 
aurvcy,  one  hundred  and  forty -seven  feet.  There 
are  dams  across  the  Otonabce,  within  half  a  mile 
of  one  another  above  Peterborough,  for  mill- 
purposes.  At  Peterborough  the  rapids  cease,  and 
two  steamers  ply  daily  from  thence  to  Goro's, 
landing  on  Kicc  Lake. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  show,  by  tracing  the 
waters  of  the  Olonabcc  from  their  source  to  tho 
Rice  Lake,  tliat  the  town  of  Peterborough  from 
its  situation  must  ho  the  outlet  of  all  the  pro- 
duce of  this  vast  rear-country,  and  that  the  lum- 
bering trade  alone  must  add  greatly  to  its  pros- 
perity, l^t  year,  upwards  of  one  million  feet 
of  sciuarc  timber  passed  through  Peterborough 
on  its  way  to  Quebec.      The  principal'  lumber 
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men  on  these  waters  arc  Messrs.  Gilmour  aad 
Charles  Pcrrj  and  John  GUcbrUt,  £sqs. 

Peterborough  already  exports,  yearly,  a 
quantity  of  picked  boards  and  deaU  to  tbe  itttt 
of  New  York,  and  .some  thousand  barrels  of  supo- 
fine  flour  to  Montreal,  and  these  brancbeA  of  com* 
morco  are  daily  increa^ng.  A  railroad  aloDe  ti 
wanting  to  ensure  the  prosperity  of  this  tbririiu 
town,  but  which  will  doubtless  follow  the  manb 
of  ctvilizatioD  in  due  order. 


TISrr  TO  THE   FALLS  OF   NIAGARA. 


CHAPTER  XV. 


tnrr  to  Tits  rjitta  or  kiidiha.  —  iHAOicjkL  hscoiLtcnon 
or  niK  cooAUTT.  —  n*TTUi  OF  i.i;xpt'«  LAm,— utuxT 
eoSDCor  or  vovwo  BOMiHAti  and  au  cukvaxioh*. 

My  active  life,  during  the  period  of  my  engage- 
ments with  the  Canada  Company,  and  the  multi- 
plicity of  my  avocations  on  my  own  farm,  prevented 
me  from  beholding  the  grandest  object  not  only 
in  the  Canada^,  but  on  the  whole  earth.  lu  fact. 
I  wanted  to  see  what  water  could  do  in  the  ex- 
emplification of  the  finest  cataract  in  the  world, 
where  it  is  certain  that  the  hand  of  tJic  Omnipo- 
tent has  produced  one  of  tlie  noblest  works  of 
creative  power. 

Business  having  called  me  to  Toronto,  I  deter- 
mined, before  returning  hom(^  to  visit  the  cele- 
brated Falls  of  Niagara.  Accordingly,  I  took  my 
passage  in  the  Magnet  steamer,  and  lauded  at  the 
town  of  Niagara  in  time  for  the  stage.  The  morn- 
ing had  been  tine,  but  towards  niglit  a  drizzling 
rain  commenced,  which  continued  without  inter- 
mission till  daylight  the  next  morning.    Luckily, 
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the  stage  was  a  covered  one,  and  my  fcllow-»l 
vellcrs  were  two  clever  iatelligcnt  persons,  boail 
on  the  same  errand  as  mjsclf-  One  of  them  ni 
an  EngU^  gentleman,  who  had  come  the  wbcki 
distance  from  his  native  laud  purposely  to  3r| 
the  Falls :  his  companion  was  an  officer  on  lea* 
from  his  regiment  quartered  at  Hali&x.  Of  < 
wc  could  talk  of  nothing  else  but  the  great  NisgaHi^ 
whose  mighty  thunderings  we  could  distinctly  h<fti  ^ 
in  the  dititance. 

The  night  was  czcc^ivcly  dark  :  ootabrcatht 
wind  stirred  the  chestnut  and  hickory  trees  whic 
skirted  the  road ;  not  a  sound  broke  the 
of  the  night,  save  the  sullen  roar  of  the  cat 
Owing  to  the  darkness  of  the  night  we  did  not^ 
expect  to  see  the  Falls  before  daylight  the  neil 
morning.  Judge  then  of  our  surprise  and  pleasure 
when  the  sudden  turn  of  the  road  revealed  to  our 
astonished  gaze  "  The  thunder  of  waters,"  as  the 
word  "  Niagara"  ngnifies  in  the  Indian  tongue- 

Tlie  first  sight  of  the  falling  sheet  of  water  I 
shall  never  forget.     The  milky  whiteness  of  the 
cataract  contrasted  so  strongly  with  the  surruuod- : 
ing  darkness,  that  it  became  distinctly  viable,  soj 
that  the  Falls  did  not  appear  a  hundred 
from  us,  when  in  reality  we  were  then  more 
'yalta,  mile  distant  from  them. 
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We  put  up  at  the  Pavilion  Hotel,  witliin  a  few 
yards  of  the  table-rock — indeed,  one  of  the  gardea- 
walks  opened  upon  it.  This  magnificent  hotel, 
one  of  the  largest  in  Canada,  waa  burnt  to  the 
ground  shortly  after  I  quitted  its  roof.  Being  un- 
acquainted with  the  locality,  I  did  not  deem  it 
prudent  to  venture  near  the  edge  of  the  precipice 
upon  80  dark  a  night ;  accordingly,  being  rather 
fatigued,  I  retired  early  to  rest,  determining  to  rise 
early  and  make  the  most  of  my  time  during  the 
following  day,  as  I  was  anable  to  prolong  my  visit- 

I  therefore  went  to  bed,  but  not  to  sleep,  for 
the  incessant  thunder  of  the  Falls,  and  the  shak- 
ing of  the  windows  and  doors  by  the  concus- 
iion  of  the  air,  made  that  impossible.  Long  bo- 
fore  suurisG  I  had  taken  my  station  on  the  table- 
rock,  lost  ID  admiration  of  the  grandeur  and 
sublimity  of  the  scene.  Looking  up  the  river, 
sheets  of  foam,  tumbling  cascades,  and  white- 
crcstcd  breakers,  hurrying  onwards — ever  onwards 
— to  the  vast  cauldron  below,  meet  the  eye  of  the 
spectator,  Miug  his  mind  with  ostouishmout  and 
awe.  But  what  is  this  to  the  scene  beneath  the 
great  ctu-tain  of  green  waters^  &lliQg— ever  falling 
— wave  upon  wave  in  endless  succession,  till  time 
shall  be  no  more  1 

Misty  clouds  rise  from  the  boiliug  deep,  while 
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bright  rainbows  span  tbo  riror.  The  more  «> 
gaze  the  more  grand  and  magnificent  docs  tbt 
ecenc  appear.  Who  can  behold  the  mightj  Nb- 
gara  and  say  "  there  is  no  God,"  or  forget  Uin 
"  Who  hath  measured  the  waters  in  the  hoUow  d 
His  hand,  and  meted  out  heaven  with  a  span, 
and  comprehended  the  dust  of  the  eartli  in  a 
measure,  and  weighed  the  mountains  in  scaWtv 
and  tbo  bills  in  a  balunco  \ " 

Tlie  height  of  the  Falls  bos  been  variously  ofr 
timatcd  :  recent  accounts  malce  the  perpendicular, 
Canadian,  or  Great  Hursc-shoc  Fall,  157  feet;  and 
that  on  the  American  side  161  feet  Tho  widtll 
of  the  great  Fall  from  Goat  Island  to  the  CanadiaB 
shore  is  1,200  feet  in  astraight  line.  By  follow- 
ing the  curve  made  by  the  Falls  the  breadth  ii 
about  a  third  more.  ^H 

float  Island  divides  tho  Horse-shoe  from  tii^ 
American  fall,  which  is  600  feet  wide.  Over  thu 
channel  the  Americans  bare  oonstracted  a  bridge 
which  connects  Goat  Island  with  the  Amorion 
shore.  There  is  a  third  cataract,  called  the 
Scoloper  Fall,  which  does  not  exceed  100  feel 
in  width  :  it  divides  Goat  Hand,  over  which 
also  a  bridge  has  been  erected.  The  total  width 
of  tho  cataracts,  including  Goat  Island  and  fol- 
lowing the  edge  of  the  precipice,  will  be  little  less 
than  three  quarters  of  a  mile. 
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Close  to  the  Canadian  shore  the  rock  oyer 
which  the  waters  of  the  Great  Fall  are  precipitated, 
considcrahlj  overhangs  its  base  ;  consequently,  Ihc 
curtain  of  the  descending  waters  is  thrown  some 
distance  from  the  foot  of  the  rock,  forming  a  sort 
of  cavern,  which  has  often  been  explored  by  the 
adventurous  as  far  as  Termination  Rock,  a  distance, 
I  was  told,  of  120  feet.  This  cavity  receives  its 
only  light  through  the  mighty  mass  of  water  de- 
scending in  front,  which  appears  brilliantly  green. 
The  effect  of  this>  I  am  assured,  is  very  beau- 
tiful. 

Crosang  the  ferry,  near  the  Clifdcn  Hotel,  a  steep 
flight  of  stairs  conducts  you  to  the  upper  edge  of  the 
American  Fall.  Following  tlie  course  of  the  river 
upwards  for  a  short  distance,  you  cross  the  bridge 
to  Goat  Island,  a  beautiful  spot  covered  with  fine 
trcca,  which  have  been  judiciously  thinned,  and 
walks  have  been  made  to  the  best  points  fi'om 
which  the  river  and  Falls  may  be  viewed  to  the 
greatest  advantage- 
All  the  smooth-barked  trees  on  this  island  ore 
carved  with  the  names  of  visitors  to  the  Falls, 
as  high  from  the  ground  as  a  person  can  reach, 
amounting  to  many  thousands.  The  effect  is  very 
curious. 

The  views  from  many  parts  of  Guat  Island  are 
excessively  fine.  I  give  the  preference  to  that  look- 
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ing  Upwards  from  the  licad  of  tho  island.  Soat 
prefer  the  prospect  from  the  tower,  which  is  baiU 
on  a  rock  some  50  or  GO  feet  from  the  north  Am 
of  the  island,  nearly  on  the  edge  of  the  grttt 
Fall.  To  gain  the  tower  the  adventurer  mvA 
cross  planks  thrown  from  rock  to  rock,  beiwcca 

'  which  the  water  rushes  with  impetuous  hast«  to 
take  the  final  leap. 

From  the  top  of  this  tower  you  eco  the  rixcr 

^for  a  mile  above  you,  covered  with  whtt«-crestcd 
breakers.  At  your  very  feet  the  heavy  mass  of 
waters  descends  into  the  abyss  below  with  a  mighty 
roar,  which  makes  the  very  rocks  tremble  beneath 
your  feet.  Two  or  three  years  since  a  suspeo- 
sion-bridgi;  was  thrown  across  the  river  a  short 
distance  below  the  Falls.  I  have  been  informed  that 
the  view  from  this  bridge  is  unequalled.  When 
the  wind  is  blowing  in  a  right  directioD,  tlie 
thunder  of  the  cataract  can  be  heard  at  a  gnat 
distance.  I  have  myself  heard  it  at  Niagaia,  a 
distance  of  twelve  miles.  The  spray  or  vaponr 
from  this  immense  body  of  falling  water,  when 
the  sun  is  shiniug  and  the  atmosphere  clear,  can 
be  seen  at  a  vast  distance.  I  have  seen  it  di*- 
*t.ly  from  the  highlands  ten  miles  east  of  To- 
The  distance,  in  a  straight  line  across  the 
ould  not  he  less  than  60  miles.    It  ap- 
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pcarcd  iQ  the  distance,  from  the  roflectioQ  of  the 
6un,  likti  a  pillar  of  fire.* 

The  Falls  of  Niagara,  besides  their  natural  in- 
terestj  possess  a  remarkable  [loUtical  one,  for  tliey 
form  a  part  of  the  barrier  between  the  rival 
dominions  of  two  vast  nattuns,  which  tlie  magni- 
ficent arm  of  Omnipotence  has  planted  ;  for  the 
Niagara  river  fonns  the  boundary  line  between 
Canada  West  and  the  United  States,  and  the 
Americans  claim  thetr  portion  in  this  stupendous 
miracle  of  nature. 

Niagara  has  its  recollections,  its  records,  its 
tragedies.  Twenty  Indianst  plunged  into  it3 
raging  vortei   to  escape  the  tortures  of  their 


*  "  The  accumulnleii  iT«t<n  flowing  IVoni  four  niiglitT  kkci  t,a<i 
all  iheir  IribaUtic*,  »ftci  being  for  two  niiba  n^tft'.vl  like  u  Hra 
bjr  r<pitli>,  conic  to  n  piccipitous  rock,  where  ihcy  pour  dovii'ii  ihnr 
whole  mftM  in  one  tremendom  plunge  of  Kill  feci  hi|(li.  The 
naUc,  tumult,  nud  rapiditr  of  this  UUog  imo,  tlie  tolling  cloud*  of 
foain,  the  rut  vuluiiii;ii  of  vapour  which  nun  into  tlie  air,  the  brjl- 
liaaojr  kitd  ivirly  of  the  tinia,  and  the  branlifiil  runbowii  which 
(p*D  (li«  abyw,  tliu  lohy  btnka  and  itnmciuc  woodx,  whicli  sur> 
roand  thi«  wonderful  (ccnc,  htre  been  cunitidered  by  experienced 
UatcUen  u  Mlip!<itJ|^  ewrj  similar  plivuoriieiiuii.  The  nuiie  ic- 
•onblc*  ihsi  oHiuu.ll  by  ilie  i^lschurgn  of  a  tlioiiMinil  pirceti  of  onl- 
lUSM  ;  toil  IH  bcud,  and  the  cloudt  of  lapoiin  seen,  hI  the  dii>- 
uaoc  or  thirty  or  forty  luilv*.  The  Kail,  called  tlic  Crcacent  m 
Ilonc-ihac^  deicendi  in  ■  migtily  wB-gn-cii  wave;  the  other,  broken 
liy  i«ek(  into  roam,  r«MmblM  u  alicet  of  molteD  w]Ter."--Thc 
Bacyclofwdi*  of  Ouognphy. 
f  Oiuwa  IndiNM,  purtued  by  the  ItoqimM. 
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enemios.  Ilotumod  in  on  cvcrj  side,  no  other  al- 
toraativo  rcmaiDed  but  this  act  of  dcsporetioiL 
One  survived  the  daring  plunge,  the  renxainiag 
mnctcon  escaped  death  in  a  more  agomziog  form 

Id  the  last  Americaa  War  the  enriroos  of  Uw 
FalU  were  the  scene  of  a  sanguinarj  engagement,* 
when  tlie  thunders  of  battle  were  mingled  wiik 
Ihc  liiuadorsof  the  watcrsf  in  one  vast  magnificeat 
chorus. 

The  destruction  of  the  Caroline  was  one  of  the 
most  magnilicont  spectacles  ever  witnessed, 
vhicb  the  anticipated  political  results  must  ha' 
given  additional  interest,  though  fortuoatdj 
they  did  not  follow  in  the  shape  of  war.  TboM 
who  saw  the  darning  ship  illuminating  the  oooa- 
try  and  lighting  up  the  Foils,  over  which  Uw 
irresistibte  Force  of  one  of  the  greatest  powers  of 
nature  was  impelling  her,  describe  the  soeno  u 
one  of  une<]uaUed  subtimitr.  The  night  was  in* 
tensely  dark,  yet  every  auroondiog  object 
distinctly  visible  in  the  wild  ^ue  caused  by  iba' 
**  Caroline,"  as  slie  rushed  into  the  tbundeiiflig 
abyss  below. 


i 


ibal 
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*  "  Tbc  Indka  dhm  ilKBiftM  the  llmdcr  of  «U«n :  il «  m* 
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Many  accidents  have  occurred  by  canoes  and 
boats  haviiig  been  carried  past  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Welland — or  Chippewa  Creek,  as  it  is  more 
commonly  callcJ.  This  river  empties  its  waters 
into  the  Niagara  river,  at  the  village  of  Chippewa, 
abuut  one  mile  and  a  half  above  the  Great  Horse- 
shoe  Fall.  A  few  hundred  yards  below  the  en* 
trance  to  the  Chippewa  Creek,  the  waters  of  the 
Niagara  river  attain  a  fearful  velocity,  which  con- 
tioually  increases  as  it  approaches  the  dreadful 
gulf.  At  first  it  runs  Hmoothly  hut  swiftly,  till> 
gathering  strength  and  meeting  rocks  and  in- 
eqiialities  in  the  bottom,  it  breaks  into  cascades 
and  foaming  waves,  leaping  and  contending  to- 
gether in  wild  and  indescribable  confusion.  The 
descent  between  the  first  rulHe  cniised  by  the 
tapids  and  (he  Great  Fall  is  upwards  of  70  feet. 
From  the  upper  point  of  Goat  Isliuid  nothing  can 
bo  grander  than  the  scene,  for  from  thence  the 
q>cctator  beholds  the  whole  m&ss  of  the  descend- 
ing waters,  rushing  downwards  in  full  career  agiunst 
the  rocky  island,  upon  whicli  he  is  stationed, 
with  seeming  force  enough  to  drive  islanda  and 
rocks  into  the  boiling  gulf  below.  Small  is  the 
chance  of  escape  for  tlio  crew  of  any  bark  unfor- 
tunate enough  to  pass  the  friendly  harbour  of  the 
Wellaad,  few  ever  escaping  the  oertaui  deoJik 
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awaiting  them  at  the  terminatioQ  of  their  awful 
Tojf^.  It  was  near  this  spot  that  an  inci<i«Dt 
of  most  exciting  and  overpowering  interest  took 
place  last  year. 

Just  hclow  the  harbour  of  the  Welland,  a  sinaD 
boat  was  lying  moored  in  apparent  security,  wbra 
two  little  boys,  animated  by  the  adYcnturoni 
ppirit,  not  uncommon  in  creatures  of  their  age 
and  sex,  unmoored  the  skiff,  and  getting  into  her 
launclicd  away,  awake  only  to  the  enjoymeot  of 
their  voyage,  and  utterly  unconscious  of  thai 
peril.  An  instant  previously,  these  infants  bad 
bccu  seen  by  their  mother  sporting  on  the  shore. 
She  looked  for  them  again,  but  they  were 
gone  —  were  hurrying  to  the  rapids.  Her  aj 
thrilled  every  car,  but  her  wild  impulse  vu 
checked;  stronger  arms  than  hers  retained  het% 
firmly,  and  stopped  the  despairing  effort  of  mater- 
nal love,  which  prompted  her  to  save  her  chil- 
dren or  pcritih  with  them.  Iler  screams  vibrate<l 
many  a  manly  lieart,  but  the  endeavour  seemed 
too  utterly  hopeless  even  for  pity  to  attempt  or 
courage  to  achieve.  One  young  gallant  breast  mt 
more  compassionate,  or  more  brave.  He  believed 
that  the  innocent,  unconscious  children  could  be 
rescued,  liis  humanity  nerved  his  will,  but  he 
knew  that,  uulesa  he  could  Cnd  minds  noble  and 
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generous  as  bisowo,  the  elTort  he  meditated  must 
be  mude  in  vain.  Ho  asked  for  companions  in  bis 
daring  voyage,  and  lie  found  them  in  two  youtha, 
like  iiimself  scarcely  out  of  childhood,  who  ran 
with  him  to  tlio  gliore,  and,  unmooring  another 
boat,  embarked  together  on  the  wild  waters,  and 
rowed  with  desperate  strength  to  overtake  the 
children  before  tliey  readied  the  rapids.  God, 
who  had  inspired  the  noble  impulse,  was  with  the 
generous  three, — they  gained  the  other  Iwat,  and 
as  it  ruslied  forward  to  destruction  caught  tho 
infants  and  left  the  skiff  to  it8  late.  Rut  though 
their  lint  object  was  attained,  tlicy  had  yet  to 
accomplish  what  no  mortal  band  had  then  achieved 
— they  bad  to  turn  tlic  bow  of  the  boat  iu  an 
oblique  direction,  and  ascend  llic  mighty  current, 
which  they  must  effect,  or  lose  their  own  lives  as 
well  as  those  of  the  children  wliimi  they  bad  just 
rescued  from  destruction.  We  may  imagine  the 
cool,  energetic  courage  of  Burnbam  and  his  gallant 
mates,  and  bow  their  efforts  were  watched  by 
numerous  spectators  from  the  shore,  and  by  her 
eyes  who  bad  seen  with  wild  maternal  hopes  and 
fears  her  children  taken  into  tbc  boat,  and  bow, 
while  all  despaired,  tbc  heart  of  a  mother  hoped 
and  prayed,  and  believed  that  God  would  yctsavc 
the  frail  ark  which  contained  her  treasures  and 
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th^  generous  pTeserrers.  lie  did  hear  them. — We 
ncrv«d  the  artns  of  the  young  rowers,  and  w«Jt 
and  skilfully  they  stemmed  the  curreot,  aad  made 
the  shore,  bringing  back  the  infant  fugitives  to 
the  sacred  sanctuary  of  a  mother's  arms.  What 
are  the  blood-staiaed  laurels  of  the  greatest  con- 
queror the  world  ever  saw, — what  his  achievo- 
meuts,  to  the  holy  victory  won  over  the  rushing 
waters  by  these  noble  young  victors  in  the  caun 
of  humanity ! 

I  am  sorry  that  I  cannot  remember  the  naran 
of  Bumliam's  companions.  His  own  was  famitiar 
to  me  from  my  having  formerly  known  his  father 
during  my  residence  at  Qoderich,  and  1  am  ha^y 
to  record  tliis  touching  memorial  of  his  brave 
and  heroic  son.  Kature  has  her  own  order  of 
nobility,  and  this  gallant  trio,  of  which  young 
Sumham  was  the  leader,  hold  a  high  place  in 
her  ranks. 

Among  Uie  annals  of  the  sublime  frontier  of 
British  North  America,  many  interesting  facts  may 
be  quoted — many  gallant  actions  rocited ;  but 
none  of  which  a  Briton  may  be  so  justly  proud  as 
the  heroic  enterprise  I  have  just  cited  with  genwoo 
national  pride. 


i 


REBELLION  OP   1837. 


2^ 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

TUB   uiaiujott   or   1637.  —  luaai   to    RTtuonouoii.— tub 
kBi.isr  or  TOROMTO.— niTtJHM  or  tkk   vuluntkekh   tu  mtiu 

HOMM. —  IKCORPOUTBU     DurMLIONtl. — HTLITIA     TKAlNriCO. l>«l> 

OMmiqitSKOB*  0?  tab  RunBu.ioN.^oiin  trrKc-n  or  oocnty 

MVHetU, TOWnSn IV  OOUNCILS, MCNIOIrAtlTm.^HKOSaiTT 

«r   lUUMaliD*. (.VMRBH   ra*DE. LUHDKH  tUlNTIM   ITiD    tVH- 

fUM-UEN. TIHUIK-JlltBe. — TOU   IttrllKK'l    RKUAHKIBLE    KKKI%. 

I  BAD  been  a  resident  in  Douro  about  five  jears, 
vfaen  aa  event  of  vast  importance  iu  the  history 
of  Canada  occurred,  which  threatened  the  dis- 
memberment of  the  colony  from  the  parent  coun- 
try, and  involved  the  immeriaon  of  both  Provinces 
in  anarchy  and  civil  war. 

For  several  years  preceding  the  rebellion  of 
1837-8,  the  country  bad  been  agitated  by  the  in- 
flammatory speeches  and  writings  of  William  Lyon 
Mackenzie  and  his  political  coadjutors.  Little 
danger,  however,  was  apprehended  eitlier  from 
them  or  their  writings,  especially  by  the  loyal 
inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Northumberland 
aud  Peterborough,  who  were  completely  taken 
by   surprise  on  hearing  that  a  body  of  rebels. 
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headed  by   William  Lyon  Mackenzie,   were 
tualljr  in  arms  and  od  their  march  to  inrcst ' 
ronto.  The  fall  of  1S37  was  the  most  open  seuoft] 
I  ever  remember  in  Canada  ;  ss  a  proof  of  wb 
1  may  mention,  that  on  the  4th  of  December 
that  year,  I  was  working  in  my  orchard,  giudingi ' 
yoke  of  oxen,  and  holding  the  plough  myselC  fu^ 
fear  the  young  trees  should  bo  injured. 

A  snow-storm  came  on  that  evening  about  four 
o'clock,  but  I  continued  to  work  till  dark  in  spite 
of  the  snow,  for  1  was  anxious  to  finish  the  job  be- 
fore the  ground  closed.  I  was  just  unyoking  my 
oxen,  when  a  near  neighbour  of  mine,  .Mr.  James 
Caddy,  the  son  of  the  late  Colonel  Caddy,  of  the 
Royal  Artillery,  came  up  to  mo  with  a  printed 
paper,  which  he  placed  in  my  hands,  infonniug  m«,i 
at  the  same  time,  of  the  out-break  of  the  rebeUionj 
and  that  all  the  volunteers  who  could  be  mustered* 
must  march  for  Toronto  as  early  as  possible  in  the 
niurning,  under  the  command  of  Captain  CoweL 
formerly  of  the  1st  Royals.  The  paper,  indeed, 
contained  the  proclamation  of  Sir  Fronds  Bond 
Head,  calling  upon  the  loyal  militia  of  Upper  Oi> 
ida  to  a.<uist  him  in  putting  down  the  rebcUion. 

Having  made  an  arrangement  with  young  Oaddy 
.0  meet  mc  at  ten  o'clock  the  same  evening,  I  com- 
menced immediately  my  preparations  for  the  cam- 
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^|lHfgii,  by  cleaniDg  up  my  doublc-barrcltcd  goD, 
and  running  a  quantitj'  of  balls.  I  bad  little  time 
for  taking  leave  of  my  family  before  my  young 
friend  made  his  apiicaraoce,  similarly  equipped; 
and,  in  spite  of  the  snow-storm  and  lateness  of 
Uie  hour,  we  instantly  began  our  joumcy  to  Pe- 
terborough on  foot,  only  hailing  at  my  father-in- 
law's  house  for  a  few  hours'  rest. 

The  next  morning,  accompanied  by  my  brother- 
in-law  and  several  other  goutlemen  who  had  joined 
us  during  the  night,  we  attended  the  rendezvous 
and  enrolled  ourselves  in  the  baud  of  Peterbo- 
rough Volunteers.  At  this  very  time  I  held  the 
commission  of  a  lieutenant  in  the  2d  Regiment  of 
Durham  Militia ;  but  as  the  distance  prevented 
me  from  joining  them  at  once,  I  thought  it 
best  in  the  meantime  to  march  with  the  volun- 
teers. 

At  eleven  o'clock  a.m.,  everj'tbing  Iwing  in 
readines-s  we  got  the  order  to  march,  which  was 
received  with  the  most  enthusiastic  cbeering,  both 
by  the  volunteers  and  the  inhabitants,  who  es- 
corted us  out  of  town,  bidding  us  "  God  spoed  in 
the  good  cause."  Thus,  within  twenty-four  hours 
from  the  reception  of  the  Governor's  proclama- 
tion did  a  hue  body  of  nearly  four  hundred  wt-U- 
arnied  and  well  equipped  volunteers,  leave  Peter- 
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borougli  to  assist  in  putting  down  rebellion,  aoJ 
upholding  the  cause  of  legality  aud  order. 

The  loyal  Militia  of  Canada  West,  I  fear,  wouU 
have  been  less  active,  could  thej  ever  have  ima- 
gined that  tlie  Kobek  they  were  then  called  upon 
to  put  down,  would,  at  the  close  of  the  Kelieilioa 
have  been  compensated  for  the  losses  they  had 
themselves  occosioDed.    That  the  men  who  had 
disgraced  themselves  by  the  taurder  of  the  galkat 
Moodie,  Hume,  Wear,  and  Usher,  were  not  only  to 
be  allowed  to  return  to  the  country  they  had  out-    , 
raged  and   invaded,  but  to  receive  honour  and 
emolument  at  tlie  expense  of  the  really  loyal  in-  ^ 
habitants, — the  true  bulwarks  of  the  British  Crown  " 
— ^was  a  turn  of  policy  which  it  is  not  easy  to    , 
appreciate. 

Who,  indeed,  would  have  supposed,  that  the 
devoted  loyalists  of  Upper  Canada  were  to  be 
trampled  under  foot  for  the  sake  of  conciliating 
invaders  and  anarchists — men  who  have  no  real 
sympatliy  for  anything  truly  British — who  are 
only  quiet  as  long  as  it  suits  their  purpose ; 
and  who  will.most  probably,  upon  the  first  op-  i 
portunity  agitato  for  annexation  to  the  UDit«d 
States  of  America  ? 

At  Port  Hope  we  were  joined  by  the  2d  bottA- 
lion  of  the  Northumberland  .Militia,  under  the    i 
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commimd  of  Colonel  M'UonncU,  and  the  4tli  Nor- 
thumberland, under  Colonel  Brown  :  tleso  two 
battalions  left  Peterborough  tlie  day  after  the  vo- 
lunteers. We  found  several  other  bands  of  lojal* 
ists  already  assembled  in  Fort  Hope,  which  swelled 
our  little  army  to  upwards  of  a  thousand  men. 

ifaay  and  contradictory  had  been  the  reports 
which  reached  us — evciy  hour  brought  different 
intelligence.  The  first  news  was,  tbat  Toronto  was 
burnt  and  the  loyalists  in  fiill  retreat ;  tliat  seven 
thousand  "patriots,"  as  they  styled  thomaelves^ 
were  assembled  at  the  Rush  llilt  to  intercept  the 
Miiitia  tnorching  to  the  relief  of  Toronto ;  and 
various  reportji  of  the  same  kind,  whicli  only  scrred 
to  inflame  the  ardour  of  our  little  band,  who  were 
anxious  for  the  coming  fray.  Judge,  then,  of  our 
astunislimcnt  when  our  Colonel  received  n  des- 
patch, accompanied  by  a  prochimation  from  Go- 
vernor Head,  informing  us  of  the  action  at  Mont- 
gomery's Tavern — GaUows-liill,  as  it  is  generally 
called — and  the  dispersion  of  the  rebels;  thanking 
us,  at  the  same  time,  for  our  loyalty  and  devo- 
tion, and  permitting  us  to  return  to  our  homes 
and  families. 

Of  course,  the  news  of  the  dispersion  of  the 
rebels  was  received  willi  great  cheering  along  the 
whole  lino ;  though  the  well-deserved  epithet  of 
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"cowardlj  rascals,"  was  freely  bestowed  upoD^«> 
kenac^  rabble  annj  by  men  who  wished  to  fighV 
yet  found  their  serxiccs  were  no  longer  required 

On  our  return  to  Peterborough  the  voiuiit«en 
were  again  in  request,  and  received  orders  to 
marcli  to  the  rear  townships  of  Ops  and  Mariposa, 
to  intimidate  the  disa0ccti:d  in  those  townships, 
and  intercept  some  of  the  rebel  leaders  who,  it  was 
supposed,  had  escaped  in  that  direction.  The 
country  was  found  perfectly  quiet,  and  the  \-olun* 
teers  once  more  returned  to  the  comforts  of  their 
homes. 

On  Mackenzie's  occupation  of  Navy  Island. 
CTery  colonel  of  a  Militia  regiment  was  ordered 
to  send  up  to  head- quarters  a  draft  of  meo,  in 
order  to  form  a  number  of  incorporated  bat- 
talions for  active  service.  The  men  required  wwe 
to  be  drafted  by  ballot,  unless  suflicicnt  volunteers 
uITertid  their  services. 

The  4th  Xorihuiuherland  regiment,  under  tlie 
command  of  Colonel  Brown,  voluntereed  almost  to 
a  man.  About  three  hundred  and  fifty  of  the 
youngest  and  most  able-bodied  were  selected,  a 
number  considerably  more  than  the  quota  required. 
I  had  just  received  my  commission  as  a  captain 
in  tills  Militia  regiment ;  consequently  I  Iiad  tbc 
command  of  forty-five  fine  fellows  from  my  own 
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township  of  Douro.  The  distance  from  Peter- 
borough to  Torouto  by  the  road  is  somctbiug  like 
100  miles.  The  roads  were  almost  impassable, 
owing  to  the  openness  of  the  weather ;  indeed, 
there  was  uo  alcigliing  tiU  the  beginuing  of  Feb- 
roary,  a  circumstance  almost  unprecedented  in  a 
Canadian  winter.  Our  march  to  Toronto  occupied 
^x  days,  during  which  nothing  material  occurred, 
with  the  exception  of  our  taking  charge  of  a  few 
prisoners,  delivered  ns  by  the  magistrates,  all  of 
whom  we  safely  lodged  in  Toronto  jail.  In  the 
course  of  three  weeks  the  greater  part  of  our 
men  volunteered  into  the  Queen's  Own,  one  of  the 
incorporated  battalions,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Kingamill,  when  I  again  returned  home, 
but  was  soon  after  appointed  to  a  commission  in 
the  7th  Provisional  battalion,  which  was  stationed 
at  Peterborough,  and  in  wliich  I  continued  to 
serve  for  mIx  months,  until  the  battalion  was  dis- 
banded in  May,  1839. 

The  chief  grievances  complained  of  by  Mac- 
kenzie and  his  adherents  were,  the  domination  of 
the  family  compact,  the  clergy  reserves,  ami  the  bad 
management  in  the  land-granting  department  — 
besides  along  list  of  |wtty  grievances.  That  reform 
was  much  needed  there  can  be  little  doubt ;  but 
there  was  nothing  to  warrant  open  rebellion.    Few 
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coontries  on  Uic  face  of  the  earth  Lad  less  to  oon- 
pklu  of  Uian  the  Oanodiu — do  tiUies,  no.  poor- 
law,  no  game-lioenscs,  and  a  mere  nominiil  tax  for 
&  countj-ratc,  half  of  which  vas  expended  on 
roads  and  bridges,  to  the  great  boacfib  of  tbe 
countiy. 

In  tbe  townships  the  inhabitants  had  the  priti- 
lege  of  nominating  their  town-cleric,  collecton, 
assessors,  and  road-surveyors,  or  path-mastere.  The 
refonners  were  not  contented  witti  this  state  of 
things.  Nothing  less  would  satisfy  them  than 
universal  suffi-agc.  vote  by  ballot,  and  a  responable 
Government. 

Sir  Francis  Bond  Head  has  been  much  blamed 
by  some  for  his  withdrawal  of  the  troops  from 
Toronto  in  tbe  very  &ce  of  rebellion.  In  aosver 
to  tbts  charge,  he  says  <*  he  felt  perfectly  satisfied 
that  he  could  depend  on  the  loyalty  and  couiage 
of  the  Militia,"  and  in  this,  at  least,  ho  was  not 
disappointed. 

It  must  bo  owned,  however,  that  had  Mac- 
kenzie niarclicd  at  once  boldly  against  Toronto, 
before  tbe  arrival  of  the  Militia,  the  consequence 
might  have  been  much  more  serious.  I  must  refer 
my  readers  to  Sir  Francis  Bond  Head's  account  of 
the  rebellion  for  his  opinion,  and  the  reasons  upon 
which  it  was  grounded.    It  is  not  my  intention 
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to  enter  into  zuy  histniy  of  tho  rcbollion,  which 
has  already  been  ably  haadled  by  the  brare 
Tobcran  Colonel  Fitzgibbon,  to  whose  courage  and 
Tigilance  Toronto  eventually  owed  her  preserva- 
(ion  from  fire  and  sack.  Liout«nant  Coload  Sir 
Richard  11.  Bonnycastle,  Royal  Engineers,  and 
Sir  James  Edward  Alexander,  have  recently  embo- 
died much  historical  iuformation  on  the  war  in 
a  book  entitled  "  Canada  as  it  Was,  Is,  and  May 
Be." 

In  1847  a  new  Militia  Bill  was  prepared,  and 
passed  the  Housi!  of  Assembly.  It  is  very  de* 
fecttve  and  will,  most  probably,  be  amended. 
According  to  the  prorijdons  of  the  bill,  all  able- 
bodied  men,  from  sixteen  to  sixty,  are  compelled 
to  enrol  their  names  at  least  twenty  days  before 
geiiciul  training,  which  all  men  from  sixteen  to 
forty  must  atlead,  on  tho  twenty-eighth  day  of 
June,  yearly. 

The  Militia  regiments  were  then  reorganized 
and  all  vacaQcics  filled  up.  In  the  county  of 
Peterborough,  the  2nd  and  4th  Northumberland 
were  united,  and  called  the  Peterborough  rpgiraent. 
It  was  composed  of  seven  battalions,  each  battalion 
being  commanded  by  a  lieutenant-colonel. 

The  township  of  Douro  and  half  the  township 
of  Dummer  form  the  2nd  battalion  of  the  I'eter- 
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borough  rcgimcDt,  of  A'lucli  I  have  tho  honour  to 
be  major.  The  Militia  officers  receive  no  piiT, 
unless  culled  upou  for  actual  su-vico,  when  tbej^ 
are  put  on  the  same  footing  as  officers  of  the  liii&' 

Under  tho  pre:jciit  law  the  Militia  training  ii 
apt  to  excite  the  ridicule  of  n^lar  soldien. 
After  an  hour  or  two  of  bard  work,  when  ym 
have  at  length  succeeded  in  forming  jour  men 
into  line,  the  appearance  they  make  would  ago- 
nize a  martinet.  Let  my  military  readers  fuicj 
seven  or  eight  hundred  men,  of  alt  heights  and  am 
from  four  feet  six  to  six  feet  four,  clad  in  whito  Uneo 
coat^  black  coats,  blue  coats,  grey  coats,  and  Eotoe, 
indeed,  with  no  coats  at  alt ;  while  straw  haU, 
black  hats,  cloth  caps,  Scotch  caps,  or  the  bomut 
rotiffe,  form  their  various  head-cororings,  and  jM 
have  a  slight  picture  of  the  6gure  and  appcuuoB 
of  tlic  men  on  a  training  day.  However,  Kapo- 
leon  would  have  thought  nothing  of  the  droas 
everything  of  the  men,  and  as  for  our  loyalty 
activity  they  at  least  will  pass  muster. 

Xluch  good  is,  doubtless,  effected  by  this  general 
muster  and  enrolment  Kvery  .Militia-man  knowi 
hia  company  and  who  arc  liis  officers,  and  bis  obli> 
gation  to  join  his  battalion  in  time  of  need. 

iL  is  well  known  with  what  alacrity  these  men 
.  out  on  the  very  first  appearance  of 
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in  1837,  and  how  nobly  they  performed  their  duty 
has  now  become  a  matter  of  history  ;  thoiie  who 
formed  Uic  provisioual  battalion,  at  the  tiDie  they 
were  disbanded,  were  little  inferior,  indeed,  in 
discipline,  to  regiments  of  the  Line. 

For  a  long  time  the  Upper  Province  suffered 
from  the  effects  of  the  Rebellion  ;  money  was  every- 
where scarce,  and  the  value  of  land  much  depre- 
ciated. 

The  formation  of  county  councils,  though  much 
condemned  at  the  time,  must  now  be  admitted  to 
have  ilone  more  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the 
country  and  satisfy  the  people,  than  any  other 
measure  tliat  could  have  been  adopted.  These 
councils  have  the  entire  management  of  all  local 
affairs  connected  with  the  county.  They  have  the 
power  of  taxing  absentee  lands  to  a  certain  extent, 
of  laying  on  the  county-rate  school-tax,  and  every 
thing  connected  with  education,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  all  county  officers,  with  the  exception  of 
the  High  Sheriff,  Judge  of  the  District,  Court  and 
County  Registrar. 

Three  years  ago  a  con.siderable  alteration  took 
place  in  Canadian  affairs  by  the  formation  of  town- 
sliip  councils.  Under  the  new  Act  each  town- 
ship, containing  a  certain  number  of  rateable  i^ 
babitanta  (I  believe  three  hundred),  becomes  a 
d\ 
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municipality .•  The  municipality  consists  of  fife 
councillors,  who  elect  one  of  their  number  as  cb•i^ 
mail,  and  bo  becomes  tho  rcerc  and  chief  mapt 

*  MtiMtoiPAL  ConpoRAnoMi,  Uppu  Cahada. 

Acts  la  Vio.  e»f.  Bl.  "  The  Upper  Canida  Maaicipal  Carpv 
[tUiotm  Act  of  1»4!>,  1»  and  14  Vic.  «p.  M." 

"Tlic  Upper  Conoiiii  Muiucipu]  Cotpomtiotu'  law  Atntsf- 
mi'iu  Act  at  1800."  aiiJ  14  kuJ  IS  Vic.  cap.  100,  "  Tbc  Dffd 
Couftdu  Muoieipftl  CoqiorMioii  Liir  AnicndnMoi  Act  of  16S1.' 

The  Munieijiitlilic*  under  lht>R<^  AcM  Iiure  4i»CNtianuy  p«««n 
oruxfttion  fw  fnttaotiag  public  imprarcoieiit  <rithiii  their 
tire  citeuila. 

There  ore  — lit.  Towiuliip  Uunieipaliticf ;  Snd.  OnOj 
MunicipulitiM  ;  3id.  Poticu  Vill^M ;  ■1th.  Incorporatcil  VQIifM: 
0th.  liieorporU«d  Tnwii» ;  tiili.  IneorporatH  Ctiie*. 

Tlio  quolilicMion*  nf  ElccMn  uil  C*n^<Uwi  arc  fix«d  b;  tbc 
AoiB,  •u<I  uocndncJ  ftom  the  coUoctor'i  mllf  ot  the  prenMt 

JWW. 

Uc  Kiel  PAL   EttCTIOM*. 

Tbe  clcctioiu  tftke  pUee  io  tuA  Municipohtjr  in  ibc  fint  Mt»- 
dny  in  JanuAry  foi  ihp  diotoc  Id— 

Toirniluiit  or  union  of  townshipi^  in  coontflkin  for  cadt. 
^^Iirii  diiidcd  into  rural  w»nU,  obo  muiieillor  i*  tbooai  fat  mA 
of  tlic  Arc  u-ordi  in  tic  township  or  union : 

Incorponted  villogM,  fin  councflloi*  for  tkdi : 

Towns,  thrtc  councillor*  Ibr  each  ward ; 

Citiea,  two  iildi>rin«u  «nil  two  couiiclUort  for  each  w»ti. 

Id  police  villa^  the  election*  take  plioe  on  llie  i<  i  ini J  ] 
d«y  in  Juiunry,  for  the  choice  of  three  police  hihIcm. 

QtrAi^iriOAiioMi  or  UvKtotrAL  Votu*. 

Tlie  qunjificatiun  of  volcis  nrc  fcT^ 
Towiwlilpf, — Inroliolilvfiv  And  howriioUsn  of  the  towisUpM 
entered  on  the  roll  for  ninble,  ml  propeitjr,  is  ilwir  own 
jlhl  or  that  of  their  wive*,  u  proprielon  ut  lOMntt,  sod  rendtnl 
ihetime  in  Ihr  lowni^ip  or  wnrd  : 
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txatc  for  the  year.  If  there  are  fite  hundred 
householders  and  freeholders  in  the  township,  the 
council  may  elect  a  deputy-reeve^  who  with  the 

Police  Tillies, — Mmc  tie  for  towmsliiiw  : 

Incntpoiatcd  TJlligc*,— frrclmltlcr!!,  uiid  tiuusclioldcn  of  the  vil- 
lage ealennl  on  the  rati,  fnr  rateable  real  [iiupcrly,  in  ihcir  own 
■wmm,  or  that  of  their  uivci,  u  pToprictorG  or  tenatitE  to  the 
BnOBnl  of  21.  per  aiiDuni  ur  upwurtli',  luiJ  resideut  at  the  liiiit 
in  the  Tillage.  The  prciprdy-'iunliiicsiiaD  of  viUagt-Toicn  lUBjr 
br  ponlv  (rcclioM  and  pnnly  household : 

TowM, — frcehuldcn  and  householderf  of  «ch  wud  entered  on 
the  roll  for  mteablc  real  pruperiy,  held  in  ihelr  own  iiame,  or  that 
«f  thrrir  wivM  an  proprielurs  or  icnaiitf ,  lu  Uic  amount  of  51.  per 
Minuiti  or  iipwunlM,  iin<i  resident  ai  tlic  line  in  ihc  ward.  The 
propeny  quolificalion  of  town  voters  may  consist  panl^of  freehold 
and  partly  of  kueliold : 

CiliM, — frueholdcrt,  and  houaehuldert  of  tlii-  ward  entered  on  the 
roll,  for  rairabic  rt«l  properly,  held  in  thoir  own  nameii  or  that  of 
their  wivca  a.i  proprietors  or  lenanis  to  the  amount  of  fit.  per 
unmm  or  npwnrda,  and  rwidcnt  at  the  time  in  tlic  word  or  its 
Kbcrtic*: 

CnuniiM, — thctcveral  township,  village,  and  town  couoclls  In 
(•eh  county,  cboo«c  thHr  TvevnK,  and  deputy  roovcH  where  the 
pojiiilation  admits  of  it,  and  these  forni  the  county  council. 

QviLirrojiTiaini  or  MvtiictrxL  CorttctLt^OM. 

Th«  qiuliSeationi  ore  at  follow: — 

A  tomdiipcounollormuai  he  a  freeholder  or  hoiueliolder  of  the 
townphip  or  word  ;  veiecd  or  piini'sscrl  of  real  properly,  in  hii 
own  right,  or  ihut  of  lii*  wifCjii*  prupnftoc  or  tinaiit  raled  on  the 
roll  in  CMC  of  a  freeholder,  for  U)Ol.  or  npwardi  ;  and  in  eofc  of  a 
bomoliolder,  for  200^  or  tipwardi. 

A  police  tructeeinun  be  entered  on  the  Tilloffc  roll,  for  rateable 
property,  in  liia  own  right  or  thai  of  his  wife  a«  proprietor  or 
iwiant  for  lOOJ. : 

Village  ooiiiicillor  iiiitHt  Ic  a  frceholiler  or  hoamhi^der  of  the 
tillHge,  Bviitcd  or  posieised  of  real  property,  ia  liii  mm  ii|^t  or 
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reevo  has  scats  in  the  county  council,  where  thej 
represent  the  intorusts  of  tlie  townsliip  munio- 
poUtics. 

The  township  councils  liave  the  appointment 
of  all  township  officers  for  the  jcar,  the  appro- 
priation of  all  money-giants  fur  roads  and  bridges 
belonging  to  the  mimicipality,  and  they  can  Utt 
mtcs  for  purposes  of  improvement,  and  can  bor- 
row  money  or  lend,  can  sue  and  he  sued,  and  have  I 

thil  of  hi*  wife  iw  proprietor  or  tvnftnl  tU*A  on  the  rati.  In  CMt  tl 

a.  ftcclioUcr  for  lU/.  per  nnnum  or  iipwardi ;  and  in  eM(«l  & 
boiucliuM'^i  fur  201.  per  Annum  «r  upwanU.  llie  ptvftnj  ipt^ 
ficalioiu  of  villus  councilloni  may  be  iiAilIf  bccbuM  vuu)  fMllj 
Icureliuld : 

A  town  councillor  mux  be  •  r^boldcr  or  houwhoUtr  of  ibc 
lowii,  notfcil  or  posipoicd  «f  rcnl  property,  in  hit  own  rijtiil  nr  llat,' 
of  his  wile  OB  pniprii'ior  ot  icnnni  miwl  on  Uii-  roUi  of  the  wtn : 
in  (li«  eiu)F  lA  n  ri<.'i^liutiii.'r.  lu  tlic  smuuiil  uf  20/.  per  ■nnam  or  np- 
wardn,  or  in  tlic  cn»c  •>(  h  lioMscliuldur  to  l)ic  aihoudi  of  401.  pir 
uiiiuni  or  upwnri!*.  The  property  i|iiBlificMion  of  lowti  couaeiW 
Iur»  may  be  [nirtly  frMliold  and  portly  leuehoU. 

A  city  «ldpnnan  must  \>v  a  rfwlioldi-i  or  boufn-boUnof  tbo  titj, 
*ei«iid  or  poanniHeii  of  reul  property,  in  hi«  own  riglit  or  ibc  r^ 
of  liiii  wifi>  n»  proprietor  or  trnftnt  r«tw)  on  tbp  rollof  tlic  city.  Ill 
tlic  pDic  of  >  frrclioldcr  la  ihc  nniunnt  of  iOl.  per  nnntiBi,  aai  bi 
the  ciuic  uf  B  houiclioMer  to  tlie  auount  uf  HOI.  per  uinmi  ind 
upwards. 

City  coiincillui  iiituil  bo   s  fiecboMer  or  hou»f1ioli)«(  of 
city,  Kcined  or  po«xc8acd  or  reel  properly  in  lii«  own  right  ot 
of  his  wife  u  proprietor  or  tenant  ruei  on  llic  rollii  of  llie  city  :  in 
ilieviuoufa  freeholder  to  the  Bmonnl  of  2li/.  per  annum  urupwatdt, 
and  in  the  ease  <if  a  lioiueliolder  to  the  amount  of  40/.  per  aiurani 
Mid  upward*. 
A  apccial  quolilicBliaQ  >■  Biuiehed  to  oldenncn  and  counciHon 
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the  jurisdiction  over  all  property  belonging  to  the 
township.  Townships  may  be  divided  into  five 
wards,  each  ward  retumiug  a  councillor :  this, 
however,  rests  on  the  will  of  the  inhabitants  as  to 
the  division  into  wards. 

In  well-settled  townships,  or  towns,  the  new 
municipal  act  works  well,  but  is  certainly  much 
more  cxpcusive  to  the  inhabitantSi.  lu  my  0{H- 
nion,  it  would  have  been  much  better  to  have  in- 

^norelly,  (lint  eavh  muni  be  iteitcd  or  fioasvMvA  to  bit  owo  um  or 
lliat  or  )ila  wife,  of  tlic  ivti  prupi^rlj  fur  wliich  he  tibkll  bo  wtefMd 
ciihcT  in  foe  or  ftochultj,  or  for  a  term  of  one  ycu  or  upwud*, 
■itantc  williin  the  villiifr>^,  or  town,  or  cily.  <«  the  liU-rtUii  tbereof, 
for  whicli  tbvy  may  be  (he  candidalci  rMpectivcly. 

FinsT  MurrtNof  or  MfMotPAUTiM. 

Townsliip  council*  aie  hvU  on  (he  iccanil  Mon<Jiiy  aftur  llio  eUo- 
tioDK,  to  cliuuBC  riiim  uu)un|;  iht'  cu>iucil1ort  a  town  rvevo ;  and 
where  there  i»i>  fin;  himdiwl  rcsiiknt  frccliobier*  anJ  liouse- 
hoUen  on  the  colIcclor'N  roll  of  i]ie  lownxhip  a  deputy  lowu  Ttaie 
for  the  yenr. 

CouiiEy  vDuiiciln  nre  campcMecl  of  rccvca  anil  deputy  mvc*  oF 
tawnihjpa,  lownt,  and  villnjen  in  each  county  on  thcfoiuth  Monday 
in  Jonianry.  They  cliooac  from  uuiong  the  tocica  a  county  wardeu 
for  the  year. 

A  *ill^o  ciinnci1,-^in  (lie  nveond  MoniUy  allH  Uw  oleciion, 
to  ohooKc  from  among  llio  cniinci!  a  [nvrn  recto,  vad  in  ccrtaiD 
cues  n  ilrpniy  Idwn  reeve,  the  same  as  in  toim»hip». 

A  lowii  council, — on  the  second  Monilay  neil  nftcr  ibc  election, 
to  choose  frunn  mnoiig  the  couiicilltira  a  mayor  for  ibc  yenr,  alio  a 
town  iGCie,  anil  where  the  nucnbcnt  on  the  roll  aduut  of  it,  a  d^ 
puty  towiirtcvc,  the  Mine  nH  til  to«iiiiTii;i«and  vilhigta.  Aottyconn- 
«n,— on  llie  MConJ  MornlHy  aftur  the  eleedoii,  to  choo*c  from 
among  (he  aldermen  a  mayor  for  ilie  year.  —  Scobic's  "  Almh* 
nock  Canada  West  for  1&A2." 

•<  S 
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creased  the  township  represontatioD  to  the  Coontj- 
Conncil,  instead  of  formiug  so  many  additiuDil 
municipalities. 

The  lowncss  of  the  qualification  (100^  on  the 
assessment-roll),  tempts  miny  person^  who  an 
totally  unfit  for  ofBcc,  to  offer  themselves  as  can- 
didates for  monicipal  honours.     I  really  think  a 
mental  qualification  is  far  more  nocesary  ;  in  proof 
of  which  1  uccd  only  state,  that  in  a  municipality 
not  one  hundred  miles  from  Peterborough,  two 
councillors  were  ictumed,  one  of  whom   coold 
Deither  read  nor  write,  whilst  the  otlier  could 
write  tii»  name,  but  could  not  read  it  after  it  wv 
written :  surely  such  persons  are  not  6t  to  repre- 
sent the  interests  of  a  community.    The  sending 
of  a  few  such  persons  to  the  county  council,  cod- 
acting  of  thirty  or  more  members  would  not  mat- 
ter much,  for  they  would  have  little  power  to  do 
mischief;  but  in  a  township-council,  consistin; 
of  only  five  members,  if  two  of  tlieiu  should  prove 
to  be  so  illiterate,  it  might  become  a  acrioiu 
matter.     The  county  councils  at  present  cod- 
ast   of  a  warden,  clerk  of   the  council,  who 
in  some  county-councils    is   also    the   county- 
'reosurer;  and  they  also  include  the  reeves  sod 
<iy-reevoa  from  all  the  towns  and  tiiwuahipt 
I  county.    Id  1851  the  Pcterlwrout-h  county. 
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oouucil  contained  fiAccD  members,  of  whom  I  li^         I 
the  honour  to  make  one,  having  been  retumetl  h  I 

reeve  for  the  township  of  Douro.  I 

Kotwithstanding  some  defects,  the  municipal  M 

councils  have  worked  well,  and  have  been  the  means  ~ 

of  grcati/  increasing  the  prosperity  of  the  oouatiy, 
chiefij  hy  causing  good  leading  roads  and 
bridges  to  ho  constructed  through  their  respective 
counties.  The  people  in  general  have  no  objec- 
tion to  he  taxed  for  public  works,  provided  they 
have  the  control  of  the  expenditure  through 
their  representatives.  The  erection  of  towns 
and  counties  into  municipal  corporations  has 
done  much  to  satisfy  the  people ;  only  give 
them  rail-roads,  so  tliat  they  may  be  able  to  keep 
pace  with  the  Americana,  and  1  feel  confident 
there  will  be  little  dread  of  separation  from  the 
mothor-country,  or  annexation  to  the  Uuttod 
SUtes.  j^l 

The  time  has  now  arrived  for  the  construction         ■ 
of  rail-roads  in  Canada.    The  only  fjucstiou  is,  in  ■ 

what  direction  they  should  be  carried.   Those  who  I 

live  on  the  frontier  along  the  shores  of  the  great  I 

lakes,  of  course  think  the  most  desirable  route  I 

would  be  in  their  locality,  while  they  who  reside  I 

in  the  rear  township,  advocate  the  formatioD  of  a  ■ 

line  of  road  from  some  point  on  the  Georgian  Bay,    ^^1 

m M 
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Id  Lake  Huroo,  through  the  back  settlementa  to 
Prescot,  on  the  St.  Lawrence.  The  supporters  of 
this  road  contend  that  the  lumber-trade  aknx  ' 
would  support  this  line,  besides  opening  a  mt  ' 
country  for  settlement ;  and  that  it  would  be 
much  the  shortest  route  for  the  great  westers 
trade  of  iluron,  Miclicgan,  and  Superior.  This  b 
a  vast  country,  and  has  immeDse  resources,  though 
hitherto  our  chief  treasures  have  been  locked  up. 
For  want  of  nieaua  of  transportation,  immenw 
forests  of  pine  and  oak  timber,  not  in  the  ioune- 
diate  vicinity  of  water,  have  been  destroyed  by 
fire,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  what  tlw 
settler  considered  a  nuisance.  Beautiful  trees  of 
the  wild  cherry,  butternut,  black  walnut,  anl 
bird's-eye-maple,  have  shared  the  same  fat«,  or 
have  been  split  into  rails  for  fencing  purposes.  If, 
however,  by  the  construction  of  railroads,  this 
valuable  timber  could  be  exported,  either  in  log 
or  sawn  up  into  planks  and  boards,  it  would  add 
greatly  to  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  for  the 
timber  would  become  of  more  real  value  than  the 
land  ;  so  that  what  before  was  nothing  but  a  noi-f 
sancc,  and  cost  money  and  labour  to  get  rid  of, 
would  become  a  real  source  of  wealth. 

Much  might  be  said,  with  equal  propriety, 
lie  mineral  wealth  of  the  countiy,  which  at  pr 
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peat  cannot  be  made  available  on  account  of  the 
difficulty  of  transport. 

A  friend  of  mine,  engaged  very  extensively  in 
the  lutnbcr-tradc,  called  upon  me  a  few  days  be- 
fore I  left  Canada  for  my  long-intended  visit  to 
England.    lu  tlie  course  of  conversation  he  said, 
"should  you  have  any  opportunity  of  conversing 
with  persons  connected  with,  or  interested  in,  the 
lumber-trade,  you,  who  know  so  well,  ought  to 
explain  to  them  the  great  loss  and  very  wasteful 
manner  in  which  the  white-pine  timber  is  pre- 
pared for  exportation  under  the  present  system." 
As  I  have  had  little  opportunity  of  mentioning 
this  subject,  which  I  consider  of  some  importance 
both  to  the  lumber-merchant  and  the  consumer,  I 
shall  devote  a  portion  of  this  chapter  to  the  pur- 
pose of  explaining  it :  hoping  that  it  may  meet 
the  eye  of  those  interested  in  the  trade. 

Under  the  present  system,  all  whitc-pino  timber 
intended  for  exportation,  excepting  masts  and 
spars,  is  squared  by  gangs  of  lumbermen  in  the 
woods.  Now,  it  is  a  well  known  fact,  that  to  square 
a  stick  of  pine  limber,  especially  if  it  be  at  all 
tapering,  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  dear  stuff 
must  of  necessity  be  hewn  off.  For  proof  of  this 
I  need  only  adduce  a  fact  which  every  saw-miller 
in  Canada  is  well  aware  of;  namely,  that  in  white 
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pine,  the  clearest  staff  and  freest  from  knots,  r» 
that  part  of  the  timber  whicli  joins  the  sap-vooi 
In  a  aaw-mill,  the  best  boards  arc  those  cut  on 
the  outsides  of  the  log,  while  reducing  it  to  the 
square.  On  a  saw-log,  twclre  feet  long  and  three 
feet  Id  diameter,  at  least  ten  good  clear  boards, 
avenging  sixteen  feet  each,  will  he  obtained, 
vhich,  b}'  the  present  system,  is  blocked  off  ait 
left  in  the  vroods.  But  this  calculation  is 
under  the  mark  ;  because  the  square  timber 
got  out  for  exportation  is  generallj  in  very 
\t}T^  lengths,  and  as  the  pine-tree  tapers  cooa- 
derably,  the  butt-end  of  the  tree  must  neariy 
double  the  diameter  of  the  top ;  80  that  it  fol- 
lows, as  a  matter  of  course,  that  to  redaoe  the 
tree  to  thu  £uijic  square,  the  whole  length  of 
the  stick,  nearly  one-fourth  of  the  tinibei — and 
that  the  most  raluable  part — is  left  in  the  forest. 
To  obviate  this  difficulty,  I  would  propose  to  hew 
the  timber  octagonally,  instead  of  squaring  it,  as 
heretofore,  merely  cutting  off  the  sap-wnod ;  by 
which  means  a  great  saving  of  both  timber  am 
labour  would  be  effected. 

Nearly  all  the  best  pine  has  disappeared  from 
the   settled  parts  of  the  country — at  least, 
within  a  reasonable  distance  of  water-communi- 
cation,     t^etj  ■^cim  vVto  Uwabcnuea  must  pene- 
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during  the  last  seven  scasona,  by  Trliich  it 
plainly  appear  that  there  is  a  fait  in  the  expo: 
tious  of  Ihuso  articles  in  which  Norway  und  otha 
countries  compete  with  us.  However,  the  tablH 
of  export  will,  fortunately  for  us,  display  a  laige 
increase  in  the  exportation  of  that  article  whick 
no  country  now  produces  but  Canada ;  namelj. 
whitc-piue  timber. 

It  is  both  curious  and  amudng  to  visit  a  lumbcr- 
shanty  during  the  season  of  operation,  especiallj 
at  the  time  of  drawing  the  timber  lo  the  nearest 
lake  or  river,  when  the  different  gangs  of  men  are 
all  at  work. 

The  workmen  arc  divided  into  gangs.  A 
of  men  cut  down  the  trees,  taking  care  to  tbroV 
small  trees,  called  bedding  timbers,  across  the  path 
the  tree  will  fall,  for  the  purpote  of  keeiHng 
it  from  freezing  to  the  ground  or  endangering  the 
edge  of  the  workmen's  axes  against  stones  nr 
earth.  This  plan  has  another  adi-antage,  for  in 
the  deep  snow  it  greatly  facilitates  the  loading  of 
the  timber.  As  soon  as  the  tree  is  felled,  a  per- 
son, called  a  liner,  rosaes  *  and  lines  the  tree  oa 
each  side,  and  the  axe-men  cut  the  top  of  the 

*  lUing  off  th«  bark  a  few  inchn  in  «i4ili  aJoog  die  tMiir 
•npk  of  ihc  trunk  on  ihc  fpncc  that  Ji  la  bo  lllwd,  m  thai  tlx 
■■It  auk  tuKj  be  DDK  dininollj  mco  hj  ihe  i 
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oir,  at  the  length  determined  on  bj  the  liner : 
Ithey  also  square  the  butt-end  of  the  stick,  leaving 
-a  sort  of  rough  tenon  with  a  morticc-holc  through 
it  at  both  ends  of  the  timber,  which  arc  made  on 
purpose  tu  pass  the  withes  through  when  rafting 
them.  The  tree  is  now  ready  for  the  hewer's 
gang,  which  generally  consists  of  the  hewer  and 
three,  or  at  most  four,  axc-mea,  all  of  whom  stand 
on  the  prostrntc  trunk  of  the  tree,  except  the 
hewer. 

One  man  then  cuts  a  row  of  notches  as  deep 
into  the  side  of  the  tree  as  the  line-mark  will 
allow,  or  nearly  so,  between  two  and  three  feet 
apart ;  a  second  splits  the  bloclts  off  between  the 
notches ;  and  the  third  scores  the  rough  surface, 
taking  care  not  to  cut  too  deep.  The  hewer  then 
follows  with  bis  broad  axe,  and  cleans  off  all  the 
inequalities  left  by  the  scorers. 

A  second  gang,  igmihir  to  the  first,  only  one 
axeman  less,  now  take  possession  of  flie  tree, 
which  has  been  already  squared  on  its  two  sides 
by  the  Urst  gang.  Tlic  tree  Ls  now  turned  down 
upon  one  of  its  hewn  faces,  measured  off,  and 
lined  on  both  outside  edges ;  and  the  same  pro- 
cess is  gone  through,  as  before  described,  which 
finishes  the  operation  of  "  making,"  as  the  lumber 
men  tenu  squaiing  the  timber. 


L.UMBRRHBN. 

Tbc  veiy  straightest  and  besi  trees,  if  hrgs 
ODOUgh,  arc  felled  for  masts,  whidi  must  not  be 
loss  than  seventy  feet  in  length  vheo  dreaaol ; 
but  the  longer  they  arc,  the  better  and  mm 
valuable — eighty,  ninety,  and  even  one  hun- 
dred feet  being  not  at  all  uncommon.  Great  care 
must  lie  taken  iu  felling  tlicso  trees  by  prepaiine 
plenty  of  bedding  timbers  for  them  to  fall  on ;  for 
any  sudden  irregularity  on  the  surface  of  the 
ground  might  cause  the  top  to  break  off  too  low 
down,  and  thus  spoil  a  valuable  stick  of  timber. 

AU  the  preparation  requisite  for  making  muts 
in  the  woods  is  to  peel  off  the  bark,  carcfullj 
dressing  off  with  the  axo  any  inequalities  or 
knots  there  may  be  on  the  trunk.  In  squaring 
the  butt-end,  a  large  mortice — or  grub-hole  as  it 
is  termed — must  be  left  to  pass  the  chain  throng 
to  draw  the  mast.  The  great  trouble,  however,  is  to 
get  such  immense  trees  tu  the  water,  especiallj 
if  the  snow  be  veiy  deep.  In  the  first  plaotv 
a  road  must  be  cut  through  the  forest  at  katf 
twenty  feet  wide,  and  as  straight  as  possible  ;  for 
it  is  impossible  to  make  a  short  turn  with  a  stick 
of  timber  from  seventy  to  a  hundred  foet  in 
length.  High  hills,  however,  must  be  avoided; 
but,  generally  speaking,  the  land  descends  towaids 
tiie  water,  and  masts  are  seldom  brought  from  aiir 


I 

■toe 


TIMDER-JAMDS. 


great  diHtaaoe  inlaud  on  account  oi  their  great 
weight. 

A  large-sizod  most,  after  being  loaded  on  a  bob 
ligh,  *  requires  from  twelve  to  Mxteen  span  of 
rscs  or  oxen  to  draw  it,  besides  a  rmmber  of 
eu  who  follow  with  bandnpikee,  and  who  assist 
in  starting  the  timber  in  case  of  anj  stoppage 
occurring.  It  is  really  an  amuwng  sight  to  see 
one  of  these  huge  trees  in  motion,  drivers  of  all 
nations  sliouting  to  their  teams  in  their  respective 
dialects,  the  whipping,  shouting,  and  scolding 
composing  a  complete  Babel  of  sound.  The  great 
difficultj  is  to  get  tlie  tree  into  motion,  and  this 
can  only  be  done  by  starting  all  the  teams  to- 
togotber,  not  a  very  easy  task  with  such  a  long 
string  of  cattle. 

As  GOOD  as  the  waters  are  sufficiently  high  in 
the  spring  for  floating  the  timber,  it  ia  rolled 
from  the  bank  into  the  river.  Then  commence 
the  most  dangerous  and  arduous  duties  of  the 
hunbennan.  Extensive  jamba  of  timber  are  Oftea 
formed  on  shallow  bars,  or  at  tbo  beads  of  i^ands 
or  sunken  rock;^.  1  liave  seen  jamba  of  squared 
timber  and  masts  piled  twenty  feet  high  by  the 
force  of  the  current,  and  many  yards  in  length. 


fcA^ 


*  A  l«rm  given  bj  lumbcrmun  fur  b  short  Mrang'buili  dci^, 
purpowljr  fur  dnwing  limbtv  uid  luisU. 
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The  lomberman  encounters  no  small  (laDgcr  it 
breaking  tlivse  jaiubs,  which  can  only  be  dme  b« 
one  [)arty  of  men  going  upon  the  jamb  with  bu^ 
spikeK,  while  another  partj  work  a  windlas  <• 
the  eborc,  from  which  a  rope  is  iastencd  to  tlie 
timber  on  tlie  jamb.  Sometimes,  wben  least  ex- 
pected, the  whole  body  of  timber  will  suddeol; 
more  off,  tearing,  and  grinding,  and  driving  ervtr- 
thing  before  its  irreslHtible  force. 

The  lumbermen,  on  the  first  move  of  the  jaml^ 
make  for  the  shore  or  their  canoes,  leaping  fron 
cue  stick  of  ttuiber  to  another,  and  woo  unto  lua 
who  mioses  his  footing  and  £alls  amongst  the  rolling 
timbers,  the  chance  of  his  escape  from  being  either 
cmstiod  or  drowned  is  small  indeed.  Scarcely  ■ 
year  passes  without  accidents  of  Uiis  kind  occurring. 

A  few  years  ago  a  neighbour  of  mine,  au  Irish- 
man, one  Tom  Burke,  bad  a  wonderful  escape  from 
this  double  peril.  Hewasa&usting,  with  a  oumber 
of  others,  to  break  a  jamb  of  square  timber  at  tlie 
bead  of  llcly's  Falls,  on  tlie  River  Trent :  be  wis 
on  the  jamb  with  his  handspike,  trying  to  looaea 
the  timber,  when  the  stick  he  was  standing  upon 
suddenly  morod  off,  and  by  the  jerk  he  wastbro 
into  the  rapids.  He  bad  only  just  time  to  adze 
bold  of  one  of  the  floating  timbers,  when  be 
was  hurried  down  the  ntgtog  falld.    The  chanoti 
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against  the  poor  fcUow  were  a  thousand  to  one  ; 
yot,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  he  escaped  almost 
without  injury  :  luckily  for  Iiim  the  slick  to  which 
he  clung,  by  drifting  into  an  eddy  at  the  foot  of 
the  falls,  enabled  him  to  swim  ashore.  To  the 
astonishment  of  his  companions,  he  had  sustained 
no  injuries  beyond  some  bruises' and  slight  abra- 
sions of  skin  on  his  breast  and  one  knee,  caused 
by  his  touching  the  rocks  in  his  passage  down 
the  faJk 

The  French  habitans  make  tlie  best  shanly-men  : 
tbey  are  more  cheerful  and  less  likely  to  light  and 
quarrel,  notwithstanding  their  evil  propensities  of 
card-playing  and  cock-fighting.  I  had  heard  such 
TSiy  ImU  accounts  of  the  lumbemten  that  I  quite 
dreaded  their  coming  into  the  township;  however, 
I  must  do  them  the  justice  to  say.  that  although 
large  bodies  of  them  have  been  lumbering  close 
around  me  for  the  Inst  four  or  five  years,  I  have 
received  nothing  but  civility  at  their  hands;  nor 
has  a  single  application  for  a  summons,  or  war- 
rant, against  them  been  made  to  me  in  my  magis- 
tsiial  capacity. 

The  lumber-shanties  are  large,  warm,  and  com- 
fortable. Standing-bed  berths  are  constructed 
on  the  two  sides  and  one  end  of  the  building, 
atnilar  to  those  on  board  ship  :  the  door  is  at  the 
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unoocupifld  end  :  the  raised  hearth,  or  fire-p 
ton  or  twelve  feet  long,  occupies  the  centre  of  ttoj 
sbanty,  and  is  kept  burning  night  and  day,  vh 
efibctually  kcopii  out  all  cold. 

The  food  provided  for  the  men  consists  of  fat 
barrelled  pork  and  beef  pea-soup,  and  plentj  of 
good  bread,  po&toes,  and  timiips.  Tea,  sugai; 
ooious,  or  other  luxuries,  must  be  provided  tt 
their  own  expense. 

The  dross  consists  generally  of  Canadian  gre;^ 
cloth  trowsers,  a  flannel  shirt,  or  coarse  Oaemse/ 
frock,  and  a  blouse  made  of  fustian,  or  a  blanket 
ooat  fastened  round  the  waist  wiUi  a  red  or  th* 
coloured  sash.  Shoe-packs,  a  species  of  mocann 
peculiar  to  the  Lower  Frovince,  cow-hide  booti^ 
and  a  bon>iet  rouge  for  the  head,  complete  Um 
costume  of  the  Canadian  lumbeiman. 
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CHAPTER  Xra. 

MMHTIO     KAMCrAOTDRIS.  THI     COLUKtflT     i      MAN      Or     MANT 

TKADIE.  —  eilOE-MAKIMii. IIOHH-K&XVFACTUkBD      HOAP      tKB 

eXSlDlXa. — V  AUK-  D  V  Rl  NG. — WftAtlKC. K  WtTIIKO.— O*  «m». 

Iff  a  great  and  populous  country  the  diviaioa 
of  labour  is  the  source  of  its  wealth — a  fact  dis- 
played by  our  first  and  greatest  writer  on  political 
economy,  Adam  Smitb,  whose  original  genius  de- 
Teloped  a  secret  hitherto  hidden  from  geaerfti 
obacrvation.  Ho  also  showed  that  colonics,  bo- 
fore  they  attain  a  certain  standard  of  civilizatioD, 
do  not  realize  this  wealth,  because  the  labour  of  th« 
colonist  of  necessity  embraces  a  variety  of  tradea 
But,  in  course  of  time,  a  gradual  increase  of  popu- 
lation makes  it  ni(;re  pro&tablc  fur  him  to  fix  upon 
that  one  which  his  own  skill,  or  the  fact  of  its 
being  in  greater  demand,  colls  on  him  to  practise 
solely,  the  profit  from  which  allows  him  to  pur- 
chase,  with  his  gains,  the  articles  he  had  hi- 
therto been  compelled  to  manufacture  himself,  at 
the  cost  of  much  labour,  under  very  disadvanta- 
geous circumstaQces. 
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Canada  is  at  present  in  a  aoit  of  intemii 
state.      In  the  rcinolo  settlements  where 
are  fow  towus,  and  those  very  distant,  the 
woodsman  must  still  practise  a  variotj  of 
which  even  money  cannot  procure,  unless  a 
or  general  shop  be  at  least  within   twenty 
thirty  miles.    In  the  neighbourhood  of  towns 
necessaries  can,  as  in  England,  be  purchased 
the  proceeds  of  the  settler's  industry. 

Individual  labDur  in  the  infant  dtate  of  tlie  o»- 
lony  was  the  usual  order  of  things  in  Canada ;  fot 
the  towns  of  the  western  province  were  so  remote, 
that  a  distant  and  dangerous  journey  had  (» 
quently  to  bo  accomplished  before  a  man  oodd 
have  a  pair  of  sliocs  made  or  mended  for  him. 
When  wc  consider  the  roughness  of  tbo  roads,  or 
the  necessity  of  traverdng  the  trackless  forest,  vo 
may  be  sure  that  if  a  man  met  witli  an  aocideol 
to  his  shoes  he  must,  in  such  a  state  of  thin^ 
either  mend  them  himself  or  go  barefoot.  Ne- 
cessity is  said  to  bo  the  mother  of  invention  ;  and 
the  industrious  officer  who,  having  become  a  back- 
woodsman, determined  to  leam  the  art  of  cob- 
bling, feeling  sure  he  should  be  no  worse  for  the 
acquirement,  and  that  his  slioes  would  be  a  grot 
deal  better,  was  not  wanting  in  wisdom.  Ue  par- 
chased  the  neccssaiy  tools  and  materials,  and  sooa 
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80  expert  as  a  mender,  that  after  a  time 
was  inspired  with  the  laudable  ambition  of 
making  a  pair  of  shoes.  Now  it  is  a  certain  fact, 
tliat  if  a  gentleman  or  lady  choose  to  learu  any 
mechanical  art,  they  become  really  more  expert 
than  less  educated  persons,  because  they  exerciae 
their  reasoning  powers  upon  that  point,  and  bring 
tbem  to  bear  upon  it  with  a  certain  force,  ongi> 
Dating  from  the  lofty  principle  of  overcoming 
ever}-  diiEculty  lying  in  their  way ;  the  subjoc- 
tioD  of  their  will  to  meet  an  existing  necessity 
being,  perhaps,  tlie  iirst  and  mob't  laborious  trial, 
to  which  the  rest  is  tritliug  in  comparison. 

I  Iiare  seen  gentlemen  who  had  served  their 
country  honourably  in  the  army  or  navy,  making 
their  own  and  their  children's  shoes,  of  an  even- 
ing, after  the  labours  of  the  day  were  over,  look- 
ing  contented  and  even  cheerful,  wliile  practising 
a  trade  seemingly  so  at  variance  with  their  birth 
and  education.  In  many  cases,  tlio  father  of 
the  family  makes  for  himself  and  his  boj:^  while 
the  lady  manufactures  those  worn  by  herself  and 
her  daughters  ;  or  tlic  women  make  the  tops  and 
do  the  binding.  However,  he  is  a  poor  backwoods- 
man who  cannot  make  his  own  boots  and  shoes  ; 
for  in  Canada  an  officer  must  do  more  than  turn 
his  sword  into  a  pruaing-book— he  must  occa- 
vot.  ri.  0 
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sionally  chaoge  it  into  m  avl.    Fortunatclr 
hitn,  he  is  coDadered  not  onlj  none  the  wone 
doing  so,  but  a  great  deal  the  better ;  and,  it  i 
certain  &ct,  that  be  is  always  better  off. 

As  our  population  increases,  a  diriidcin  of  labov 
must  take  place  ;  for  the  exorbitant  price  of  ttiiigi 
must  tlicn  be  lowered,  and  it  will  be  more  for  ov 
interest  to  purchase  necessaries,  than  to  nuumfM- 
ture  them  for  ourselves. 

If  my  readers  recall  the  celebrated  reply  of  Dt 
Franklin,  when  examined  before  the  House  of 
Commons,  to  this  question, — "What  will  tht 
Americans  do  for  doth  for  their  coots  if  Uicj 
separate  themselves  front  the  mother-coontry  * ' 
they  may  form  some  idea  of  the  manner  in  wliidi 
young  colonies  ought  to  provide  for  their  owa 
wants,  by  tlicir  individual  industry.  "  What  mart 
they  do  V  was  bis  reply  ; "  wear  their  old  coats,  till 
they  can  learn  how  to  make  cloth  for  now  oaea" 
In  tliat  answer  the  future  independoiice  of  Ui 
country  might  liavc  been  clearly  seen.  Bntiih 
North  Amenca  had  not  then  learned  those  arts  in 
which  Canada  is  by  no  means  do&dent. 

Welt,  iu  Canada  we  do  not  wear  our  dioefl 

oles  till  we  can  learn  to  mend  them,  or  o1 

tiem  at  an  extravagant  price  from  the  dbtant 

ftore  1  England  :  wc  prefer  making  new 
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ones  onrsehes  to  that  disagreeable  aitemalire. 
We  love  the  dear  mother-country  :  but  wo  are  not 
dependent  upon  her  for  the  privil^e  of  being  shod. 

The  Canadian  settler  must,  in  fact,  supply  him- 
self by  his  own  productive  industry  with  many 
comforts,  and  not  a  few  actual  neces.<>arie.'j.  As 
the  excise  laws  are  unknown  in  the  Canadas,  such 
indispensable  articles  as  soap,  candles,  and  si^ar 
are  iisnally  made  at  home. 

Every  farmer  kills  liis  own  beef,  pork,  and  tout- 
ton  ;  consequently  tlie  materials,  both  for  soap 
and  candle;)!,  arc  at  hand,  ready  to  be  applied  to 
tbcir  proper  uses.  The  rough  tallow  is  melted 
into  cakes,  and  afterwards  run  into  moulds  of 
different  sir.c8  for  caudles  :  grease,  lye,  and  resin 
produce  good  soap,  at  a  cost  of  little  labour  and 
at  no  other  expense.  The  hdios  of  the  family 
generally  rcliovc  the  gentlemen  of  this  work,  which 
usually  falls  to  their  share  of  the  household  duties. 
I  really  believe  that  many  genteel  families  in 
England  would  supply  themselves  with  these  ex- 
pensive and  indispensable  articles,  if  the  exciseman 
did  not  restrain  them  from  exercising  such  a  branch 
of  domestic  economy. 

It  is  quite  essential  that  the  wives  and  daughters 
of  tbe  Canadian  agriculturist  should  rival  the  fair 
Penelope  in  spinning,  aud  even  exceed  her — as 
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indeed  Uioy  onght — for  the  Grecian  lady  spun  with 
&  distaC  nnd  liiul  never  kuown  tiie  superior  aid  of 
the  mottera  spiDDing-wheel,  much  less  tlic  great- 
wheel,  or  big-whecl,  as  our  American  neighbours 
coll  the  Irish  importation,  to  which  thej  have 
added  the  improvement  of  the  patent  head,  which 
enables  our  fair  Canadian  S])iu.';ter>>  to  produce  a 
&iicr  thread,  and  make  a  greater  quantity  of  yarn 
in  aiiy  given  time,  than  they  could  do  previous  to 
the  introduction  of  Brother  Jonathan's  patent  bis- 
wheel. 

So  many  homeHK>mforta  depend  upon  this 
ancient  branch  of  feminine  industry,  which  the  use 
of  the  spinning-jenny  h&s  almost  entirely  super- 
seded in  the  mother-country,  that  in  Canada,  the 
single  ladies  are,  literally  speaking,  all  spinsters 
in  fact  if  they  w«ro  not,  their  fatliers  and  broth 
would  often  display  Shak»peare's  "  ravelled  sleeW 
of  caro." 

As  this  is  an  important  part  of  domestic 
economy,  it  may  be  useful  to  describe  the  manage- 
ment of  the  wool  before  it  is  fit  for  tbe  dear  gi 
industrious  hands.  As  soon  as  the  sbcop 
sheared,  the  wool  must  be  picked  and  greased : 
after  this,  it  is  sent  to  the  carding  mill  to  be 
rarded — an  operation  which  costs  twopence  per 
pound. 
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(This  j)art  of  the  Ijuiiin(;.sH  can  ho  done  at  home  ; 
but  it  is  very  troublesome,  and  tlic  expense  is  so 
trifling,  tliat  the  saving  is  not  really  worth  making.) 
When  the  wuol  is  carded,  it  is  ready  for  the  wheel, 
and  the  kdies  of  the  family,  or  if  there  are  no 
ladieii,  their  substitutes,  hired  spinning  girls,  con- 
vert it  into  yaru,  which  is  then  dyed,  reded,  and 
banked,  which  processes  it  undergoes  at  home. 
It  is  now  ready  for  the  weaver,  who  charges  from 
fivepencc  to  sixpence  per  yard  for  his  work ;  many 
larmcrs.  however,  have  hand>looD)s  ia  their  own 
houses. 

For  winter  wear,  butli  waq>  and  well  of  these 
native  clotlui  are  of  wool ;  bui  fur  that  destined 
for  summer  use,  the  warp  is  cotton.  Fhuinels 
and  Twoeds  are  also  frequently  made  with  a  mix- 
ture of  wool  and  cotton. 

After  the  weaving  is  finished,  the  cloth  must  bo 
sent  to  the  fulling-mill,  where  it  receives  its  com- 
pletion, unless  it  is  of  a  ver}'  fine  quality,  in  which 
case  it  must  be  sheared  and  pre-ssed. 

The  common  Canadian  grey  cloth,  generally 
worn  by  the  settlers  of  the  Western  province,  is  a 
strong,  warm,  serviceable  fabric,  costing  about  four 
or  five  sliilUiigs  ])cr  yard,  Halifax  currency.* 

*   lUUr*!  ciHTvncT   i>  1«J  than  iiiTliug  :  ibe  trunk   "alue  of 
ili«   »u'crci)[n  ii    iwcntjr -four  ihiUiiigt   uid  four-pcDc^    htit- 
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The  dye-stufTs  in  general  uso  arc  indigo,  log- 
wood, red-wood,  and  copperas,  and  Ihe  bark  d 
the  butter-nut  tree. 

The  soil  of  Canada  is  capable  of  gromng  botk 
hemp  and  flax  of  good  quality  ;  but  the  pnidxioe 
has  not  l>een  jet  applied  for  the  manufacture  of 
fine  Ituon  clotJift.  Some  settlers  grov  both  theae 
plants  for  furnishing  them  iritli  bags,  sacks,  ud 
ropes ;  but.  aa  tlio  population  of  the  colony  ta- 
creatKs,  these  n*^lecte(l  articles  will,  no  doubt, 
not  only  be  extensively  cultivated,  but  form  i 
valuable  branch  of  commcroe. 

The  manuliactuFe  of  maple  sugar  contributei  so 
largely  to  the  comforts  of  the  Canadian  set4kr. 
that  I  shall  devote  a  whole  chapter  to  the  doecrip- 
tion  of  our  sugor-trco,  and  the  manner  of  ooovert* 
iug  its  sap  into  molasses  or  sugar. 

Our  wives,  daughters,  and  sisters,  beades  spa> 
ning  yam  for  our  gannents,  provide  ua  witli  vim 
stockings,  socks,  gloves,  Guernsey  frocks,  and  G«ai- 
foTters,  of  th^r  own  knitting,  and  fiimish  os^  is 
thar  leisura  time,  with  many  useful  and  omamen* 
tal  articles. 

They  provide  us,  too,  with  carpets  of  a 
useful  kind,  the  best  of  which  are  made  of  yam  of< 

>B  [wynmi  at  iian<-debu  (be  nMtdiMil  fnusaltj 
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their  own  spinniDg  and  dyeing,  whiUt  others  are 
cuntriTod  by  an  ingenious  economy,  which  ool- 
locts  odd  pieces  of  rag  or  doth,  cuts  them  into 
loQg  strips,  joins  and  forms  tliem  into  huge  balls 
for  the  weaver,  who  makes  use  of  a  warp  made 
of  strong  twine  :  the  material  on  the  balls  forms 
Uic  weft  in  mouufacturing  the  carpet.  The  ladies 
call  this  article  a  rag-carpet,  and  it  serves  the  pur- 
pose very  well  till  it  can  bo  replaced  by  a  good 
yam  one. 

Among  the  home  productions  of  Canada,  the 
counterpane,  or  quUl,  holds  a  conspicuous  place, 
not  so  much  iu  regard  to  its  actual  usefulness,  as 
to  the  spedes  of  frolic  'yclept  a  Quilting-bce,  iu 
which  young  gentlemen  take  their  places  witli  the 
Queen-bocfl,  whose  labours  they  aid  by  threading 
the  needles,  while  cheering  their  ^iriCs  by  talking 
nonsense. 

The  quilts  arc  generally  made  of  patchwork, 
and  the  quilting,  with  down  or  wool,  is  done  in  a 
inune.  Some  of  the  gcntlcmcQ  arc  not  mere  drones 
on  these  occanons;  but  make  very  good  assistants 
under  the  suporintendunco  of  the  Queen-bees. 

The  quilting  bee  usually  concludes  wiUi  a  r^ular 
evening  party.  The  young  people  have  a  dance. 
The  old  ones  look  on.  After  supper,  the  youthful 
viators  sing  or  guess  charades.     Klirtb.  good 
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humour,  and  plca.iant  company,  generally  aboond] 
at  Uiesc  quilling.becs,  which  arc  not  liable  to  i 
derious  objcctiuns  nliicli  may  be  made    agaiiull 
other  bees  in  Oanada. 

If  several  gciitlcmcu  receive  an  invitatioa  ul 
ten,  they  may  be  assiirc<]  that  their  services  an 
rc(|uired  at  aquiltiii|;-bcc,  which  often  is  followed 
by  courtship  and  matrimony :  indeed  it  is  mu 
of  the  methods  taken  by  the  Canadian  Cupid  Ui 
eutuaro  hearts  and  provide  work  for  Hymen. 

The  ludiej)  sometimes  call  a  bee  for  paring 
apples  for  torts  and  muoe  for  winter  use.  Thii 
important  bufiiiie<is  (at  least  fhey  choose  to  coo- 
aider  it  so)  takes  pbice  soon  after  the  fruit  hu 
beea  gathered  in.  The  apples  are  peeled,  cored, 
and  strunj;  uji  from  the  ceilings  of  the  attics  lo 
dry.  When  tJicy  arc  wanted  for  piea^  puddiagl 
and  tart^  they  arc  boiled  with  sugar,  and  ptwre 
very  good  for  those  purposes. 

Some  liomc-nuidu  praservea  are  prepared  tt 
small  cost  by  the  following  process: — nam 
ra^berries,  and  strawberries  are  boiled  with  a 
small  quantity  of  sugar,  aud  spread,  about  half 
an  inch  thick,  on  sheets  of  paper,  to  dry  in  tbe 
sun.  This  will  be  accomplished  in  a  few  days; 
after  which  the  papcra  arc  rolled  up,  tied,  and 
hung  up  in  a  dry  place  for  use.     When  wanted 
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for  tarta,  these  dried  fruits  are  taken  from  the 
paper,  and  boiled  with  a  little  more  sugar,  which 
restores  the  fruit  to  its  former  size  and  s]iapc. 

Our  ladies  make  jams  and  jellies  after  the  or- 
thodox Europoaa  fiuihiou,  aad,  iu  short,  contribute 
all  they  can  to  oor  comfort  and  enjoyment.  They 
haTo  some  public  encouragement,  too,  for  their  do- 
mestic manufactures,  as  prizes  have  Ueun  awarded 
at  the  annual  provincial  show  for  every  species  of 
home-production.  Groat  com]>cLitiou  l-usucs,  and 
OUT  ladies  send  yam-cloth,  quilts,  carpets,  pre- 
serves, soap,  candles,  sugar,  knitted  garments, 
hoso,  flannel,  to  Toronto,  Kingston,  or  whererer 
the  annual  JLiplay  of  Canadian  industry  is  to  be 
held  for  lliu  year.  Very  proud  and  happy  are 
our  industrious  Queen-bees  made  by  obtaining  the 
honour  of  &  prize  on  these  occasions.  Our  ad- 
vance in  productive  domestic  industry  has  boen 
greatly  increased  by  these  exhibitions ;  for  the 
ladies — God  bless  them  !  are  naturally  ambitious; 
at  least,  old  Chaucer  has  declared  — 

''  That  woman  ni'wi  aiructcth  ■overdgntf." 

and  in  Cana^la  their  aspiring  minds  are  conti- 
nually seeking  to  make  us  happier,  wiser,  and 
belter.  Good  cause,  indeed,  has  the  colony  to  be 
proud  of  her  admirable  daughters ! 

o  £ 
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*ua«ii-tiAn.i.^<!Aii*t>iAK  •VD^H. — HSTiMi*  vr  witimi  Miru- 
xAj'  iNiQ  sunjiL  —  A  DMun  or  mtT  onunw  lko  uk  n 

SH. — DAHOKRuva  floiwRQuuieB  n  ini  Tviivai^  waa  u» 

RITKD  BT  IK  OCRUTtOn.— aUOlk-UTIKO  nn.— MjtPL»-*IXM«iL 

— niKon  viiiEoi*  AMD  BBSS. 


Amo.nq  the  domestic  maau^uirtures  of 
OQO  of  the  most  important  to  tho  settler 
axt  of  making  sugar  from  the  maplo-troe,  Aetr 
aaccharinum.  Atntost  every  agricultorist  ui- 
uuoUy  maDufiKturos  more  or  Ion  of  tliis  luxuiy 
ia  the  spring.  Now,  supposing  each  fuoiljr  to 
make  one  huudrcd  pounds  of  sugar  on  an  arengf, 
which  I  bcliorc  to  bo  undor  the  quantity  manu- 
factured, the  number  of  jwonds  produced  must  be 
immense.  Besides  the  article  of  sugar,  moIaMH^ 
of  an  excellent  <iuality,  is  produced  later  in  \ht 
season,  and  rinegar  in  abundance. 

The  commencement  of  sugar-making  depends 
altogether  on  the  season.     I  have  known  mgu 

'■in  February,  March,  and  April :  as  agenenl 
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role,  howcTer,  Uio  twentieth  of  March  may  be 
coosideretl  aboat  the  average  time  for  commenctag 
operations.  The  bast  and  purebi.  sugar  is  mode  in 
the  early  part  of  tJio  season.  Later  in  the  year  it 
will  not  grain  properly,  and  is  theo  convcrtul  Into 
molasses. 

The  sugar-maple  is  probably  the  most  common 
tree  amongst  the  hard-wood  speciea  in  Canada 
West.  It  is  to  be  found  gcncmlly  in  grores  of 
firom  five  to  twenty  acres :  these  are  called  by  the 
settlers  sugar-bushes,  and  fow  farms  are  without 
them. 

bTfao  settlor  having  selected  his  sugar-bush, 
would  under-brush  and  clean  the  surface  of  the 
ground,  by  removing  all  rotten  Ic^  and  falling 
trees.  It  should  also  be  surrounded  with  a  fence, 
to  tunder  the  cattle  trom  drinking  the  sap  and 
ujiscltiug  tho  sap-troughs,  which  they  ore  very 
i^tt  to  do,  to  the  grvat  annoyance  of  the  sugar- 
boiler. 

Tho  boiling  place  should  be  as  near  as  possible 
in  tJi9  oontro  of  the  bush,  from  which  roads  wide 
•DOOgb  to  admit  a  sleigh  and  yoke  of  oxen  should 
be  cat  in  every  direction. 

The  common  way  in  use  by  the  settlers  is,  to 
suspend  their  sugar-boilers  over  tho  fire  from  a 
tfitplt  pole,  by  means  of  iron  chains :  this  U  u  bad 
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plan,  and  subject  to  many  iDCOnvomeQCC&  Tb 
best  method  is  to  build  the  sugar-kettles  iolo  u ' 
arch,  cither  in  the  open  air,  or  in  a  shantj  boiil 
for  the  purpose.  A  store-trough  lihould  he  made 
from  the  trunk  of  a  white  piue,  capable  of  htJding 
from  fifty  to  one  hundred  paJbi  of  sap, 
must  be  placed  conveniently  for  the  boUcn^  who 
must  also  be  provided  with  as  many  empty  baneli 

can  be  mustered  ;  for  during  a  copious  ruo,  iti 
often  difficult  to  find  a  sufficiency  of  vessels 
bold  the  sap. 

In  a  good  season,  from  eight  to  tvelrc  Iiuodrcd 
pounds  of  sugar  and  molasses  con  be  made  from 
a  bush  containing  five  hundred  troughs.  The 
^troughs  Khould  be  made  of  pise,  black  ash,  chcny, 
or  butte^uut,  and  capable  of  holding  from  three 
to  four  gallons  each.  No  sap-wood  abould  be 
left  on  tbc  bottom  of  the  trough,  or  it  will  soon 
rot;  and  care  should  be  taken  as  soon  as  the 
sugar  season  is  over,  to  set  the  troughs  np  on 
their  ends,  against  the  north  side  of  tho  tree, 
wliich  preserves  them  from  bdng  cracked  by  the 
sun  in  summer,  or  buried  too  deep  in  tho  soow  in 
winter. 

If  (05  of  course)  the  &nner  wishes  to  p: 
:  suj,ntr  busli,  ihc  best  mottiod  is  to  tap  wl 

1  ftuarler  attgcr,  and  use  round  spiles,  hoi- 
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W  in  the  centre,  which  may  be  driven  for  about 
e  depth  of  an  inch  into  the  auger  bole.  Care 
ust  be  taken  to  set  the  trough  directly  under  the 
op,  and  as  level  as  possible,  if  the  sugar-bu5h  is 
tended  to  be  destroyed  in  a  few  years,  which  is 
ten  the  case  where  uapic  is  the  prevailing  tim- 
9t  the  settler  tapping  those  nearest  to  the  house 
St,  and  cutting  them  down  ad  they  interfere 
ith  his  dealing— in  which  case  the  axe  is  prc- 
rred  to  the  auger,  as  being  the  quicker  operation, 
id  producing  a  better  Bow  of  sap. 
The  sap  runs  best  after  a  frosty  night,  followed 
r  a  warm  sunny  day  and  brisk  westerly  wind, 
he  tap  should  be  made  on  the  south  side  of  the 
■ee,  in  the  early  part  of  the  season,  and  on  the 
>rth,  when  it  requires  renewing. 

I  received  this  hint  from  an  old  Wiltshire  man, 

neighbour  of  mine,  who  was  in  my  sugar- 
iisb  one  day,  when  I  was  busy  spiling  my  trees, 
eeing  rac  tap  one  on  the  nortli  side,  he  told  me 
was  wrung. 

"Why  son  inquired. 

"  Wliy,  you  see,  zur,  the  best  way  be  to  tap  the 
:ee  on  the  zunny  zide;  becase  you  zee,  zur,  the 
ip  do  run  best  on  the  zunny  side  of  the  tree." 

The  sugar  season  generally  hists  from  three  to 
>ur  weeks ;  but  as  isuon  as  a  very  minute  black 
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fly  is  seen  gathering  in  clusters  about  the  stp- 
troi^lLs,  jou  may  be  sure  the  season  is  Dead; 
at  aa  cud. 

The  most  expeditious  way  of  ooUoctlng  the  mf, 
aud  briDgiug  it  to  the  boiling  place,  is  to  drive 
through  the  roads  with  au  ox-stod,  on  which  is 
securely  fastetied  a  large  barrel  or  puncfaeon,  ii 
the  bung-hole  of  which  is  inserted  a  woodeu  toK- 
dish,  largo  cuough  to  hold  a  pail  of  sap.  A  piece 
of  sheet-iroD,  puoched  full  of  holes,  is  fixed  in  the 
centre  of  the  tun>disb,  to  prummt  Icarcs  and  ooane 
dirt,  or  stidu,  from  getting  into  the  barrel 
soon  as  the  vessel  is  fiill  of  sap,  it  is  driven  to  t1 
boiling  place,  and  emptiod  into  tho  store-trough. 

The  fires  are  now  lighted,  and  the  procea  of 
evapQiation  commences  by  keeping  the  kettles 
constantly  boiling,  night  and  day,  until  a  quantity 
of  sap  is  boiled  down  into  a  thin  molasses,  suffi- 
cient to  make  a  batch  of  sugar.  The  molassci 
must  be  put  into  a  deep  wooden  vessel,  and  allowed 
to  cool  and  settle.  The  liquor  is  then  canfuQy 
poured  into  a  copper  boiler,  taking  care  not 
distut-b  the  sediment  at  the  bottom  of  the  vessel 

The  next  operation  is  to  dear  the  molasses  &oia 
the  earthy  particles  and  other  impurities  contained 
in  tho  sap.  Various  clarificrs  are  made  use  of  fiir 
this  pui^Qse.    I  cooidder  eggs  the  best,  and  if  tggi 
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.  be  obtained 
I  substitute  : 


milk  will  answer  very  well  for 
:  sufficient  to  clarify  fifty 


eggs  ore  1 


auuds  of  sugar. 


The  egg3  sbould  be  bcatoQ  up  with  about  % 
)uart  of  tbc  molasses,  then  poured  into  the  sugar 
boiler  and  stirred  well,  wliilc  the  liquor  is  cold, 
then  hung  upon  a  crouc  over  a  slow  fire.  As 
MOD  as  the  molasses  begins  to  simmer,  the  feculence 
will  gather  and  rise  to  tbc  surface  of  the  boiler, 
with  the  egg.  The  moment  the  liquor  begins  to 
boil,  the  crane  must  be  swung  off  tho  fire,  and  the 
Burface  skimmed  carefully.  If  properly  managed, 
searocly  any  impurity  will  be  left,  and  the  mo- 
I  kwee  will  look  bright  and  clear. 

Qreat  attention  must  now  be  paid  by  the  sugar- 
boiler.  Ho  must  not  leave  his  station  at  the 
kettle  for  a  moment ;  for  the  liquor  is  continually 
risiDg  to  the  surface,  and  would  boil  orer  instantly, 
unless  watched  with  the  greatest  care. 

To  tbe  uninitiated,  tho  greatest  difficulty  is  to 
know  when  the  liquor  is  boiled  enough.  The 
common  way  of  ascertaining  this  is,  to  make  a 
narrow  hole,  an  inch  long  and  an  eighth  of  an 
iocb  wide,  through  a  thiu  piece  of  wood,  and  if 
tbts  is  dipped  into  tho  molasses,  a  thin  film  will 
fill  the  hole  in  the  stick,  which,  if  blown,  will 
throw  out  a  long-shaped  bubble,  if  the  sugar  is 
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suffiaently  boiled.  Some  persons  merelj  infi 
little  of  tliu  liot  molasses  on  a  lump  of  suow. 
it  hardens  when  cool,  it  is  enough.  It  is  tfaet 
made  into  cakes  hy  pouring  into  tin  pans  or  mooldl^ 
which  completes  the  operation.  ^^^| 

My  rcadors  must  not  suppose  from  this^^^ 
scriptioD,  that  sugar  making  is  a  light  and  plcasor* 
ahic!  cuiployinont.    On  the  contrarr,  il  is  one  of 
the  most  laborious  occupations,  whilst  it  Ia5t^_ 
that  falls  t')  tlio  lot  of  the  settler  to  perform, 
the  first  place,  the  troughs  have  all  to  be  cle 
and  set,  the  trc(;s  tapped  and  spiled,  wood  cut  and 
split  fur  the  lircs,  the  »ap  cuUccted,  strained,  and 
boiled  down  into  syrup,  and  the  syrup  cloti&d 
and  boiled  into  sugar ;  and  when  this  is  happiljr 
accomplislied,  and  you  are  congratukUng  yourself 
on  the  possession  of  a  fine  batch  of  sugar,  and  an 
about  to  take  it  off  the  fire,  perhaps  it  suddenlyj 
boils  over,  or  is  upset,  or  some  other  accident' 
happens,  which  deprives  you  of  the  fruits  of  yoor 
last  tltree  or  four  days'  labour. 

The  first  time  I  attempted  to  make  sugar 
during  my  residence  at  Darlington.  1  set  bravely 
to  work,  and  made  forty  very  nice  sugar  trough^ 
tapped  my  trees  and  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  a 
splendid  flow  of  sap.  My  troughs  were  not  long 
in  filling,  and  I  was  prepared  to  collect  their 
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I  contcuts,  wbcu,  I  was  verj  much  aatoaishcd  to 
find  that  the  troughs  1  had  seen  running  over 
a  short  time  before,  were  now  scarcely  half  full. 
I  was  wondering  what  could  l)e  the  muM:,  when  a 
noiglibouiiag  sugar-boiler  came  to  sec  how  I  got 
on.  On  explaining  my  misfortune,  he  laughed 
and  ci^id — "  No  wonder,  for  I  sec  you  have  made 
your  troughs  of  bass-wood,  and  they  always  leak, 
because  the  grain  of  the  wood  is  too  open.  Now, 
when  we  make  troughs  out  of  bass-wood,  we  always 
bum  them  inside  which  in  a  great  measure 
remedies  the  evil ;  but  I  would  advise  you  never 
kto  Qse  ba.'<s>wood  if  you  can  conveniently  get  any 
^itlicr,  for  it  will  not  last  more  tlian  two  or  three 
years  at  most."  I  thanked  my  neighbour  for  his 
information,  wliich  experience  ha$  proved  to  be 
correct. 

But  to  return  to  my  first  essay  in  the  mysteries 
of  sugar-making.  My  boilers  were  all  nicely 
arranged,  filled  up  witli  ^ap,  and  a  raging  fire 
under  them :  I  did  not,  at  this  stage  of  the  busi< 
noss,  know  what  I  could  do  to  keep  the  kettles 
from  bulling  over,  which  I  expected  Uiey  would  do 
every  moment.  At  this  critical  juncture  my  kind 
neighbour  again  came  to  my  assistance,  and  in- 
formed me  that  "  the  usual  plan  was  to  suspend  a 
small  piece  of  hi  bacon  by  a  string,  from  the 
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bale  of  the  kettle,  an  ioch  or  two  below  the  lim. 
this  bciog  supposed  to  binder  the  liquor  &(■ 
boiling  over."  To  a  certain  extent,  it  does  cer- 
tainly prcTcut  this  misfortUDe,  but  not  altogcdKr. 
I  have  since  adopted  a  much  cleaner  and  madi 
surer  method,  wbieh  I  can  recommeud  to  the  aol» 
of  all  Canadian  augar-boilers. 

A  barrel  filled  witli  sap  should  bo  placed  ina] 
upright  position  on  a  platform  derated  abotettej 
boilers.     A  small  brass  cock  (or  rooster,  as  the 
Yankees  call  it)  should  be  hxed  into  tlie  lower 
part  of  the  barrel  under  which  a  narruw  alip  of 
board  hollowed  out  in  the  centre  diould  be  so^ 
pendcd,  the  lower  end  of  this  miniature  trot^ 
resting  on  the  rim  of  the  boiler.     The  cock  can 
then  be  turned  to  regukte  the  supply  of  cold ; 
the  smallest  run  being  sufficient  to  check 
liquor  from  boiling  over,  though  not  ouou^tol 
put  it  off  the  boil.     The  great  ovaporatioD  gciii$ ' 
on  prevents  the  kettle  from  filling  up  by  the 
tiuuat  supply  of  cold  sap.     In  hopes  of  IwneC 
the  rising  generation  of  emigrant  sugar-botlen^  I 
have  been  tempted  to  digress  from  the  eUaj  of ' 
my  first  attempt  at  sugar-making. 

No  Schoolboy  ever  watched  a  pot  of  tntcfej 
during  its  transformation  into  t<^y.  with  greattf ' 
interest  Uiaa  I  did  the  coQTeisiou  of  tho 
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ambor-coltjurcd  molasses  beforo  mo  into  sugar. 
My  youngest  brother-in-law,  a  lad  of  fourteen, 
came  into  the  bush  with  my  dinner,  just  at  tbo 
critical  period  when  it  is  difficult  to  know  tf  tbo 
sugar  ia  boiled  cnot^h  to  grain  property.  Ue  was 
as  great  a  novice  in  the  art  as  myself,  but  tic  was 
viae  enough  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  tasting — 
the  sweet  stuS,  as  he  called  it — as  the  surest 
method  of  detenniuing  the  question.  It  appeared 
to  Iw  a  much  more  difQcult  thing  to  decide  upon 
tban  we  had  at  first  imagined  ;  nor  did  we  come 
to  a  final  decision,  until  at  lea$t  a  pound  of  the 
precious  liquid  bad  evaporated,  not  by  steam, 
but  by  t])e  1^38  scientific  process  of  tasting.  At 
length  it  was  pronounced  suJGcientiy  boiled,  and 
was  duly  trausferred  from  the  boiler  into  the 
moulds,  when  I  had  the  satis&ction  of  finding  it 
grain  beautifully.  1  pkced  the  two  tin-dishes 
containing  the  first  fruits  of  my  ingenuity,  on  the 
SDOw  to  cool,  and  went  with  my  brother-in-law 
to  Uic  farther  end  of  tbc  bush  for  sap  to  re-fill 
the  boilers.  While  we  were  thus  engaged,  we 
were  alarmed  by  a  loud  bellow,  and,  on  looking 
ID  the  direction  of  the  boilers,  were  borrified  at 
beholding  our  bull.  Prince,  running  off,  with  his 
tail  in  the  air,  and  followed,  in  his  mad  career,  by 
MToral  other  bead  of  cattle.    I  knew  something 
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Don  manuliicturo  as  good  an  article  as  any 
in  in  the  country. 

(rnie  years  after  my  first  essay,  when  my  sugar- 
ing establishment  was  ou  a  much  larger  scale, 
ud  it  necessary  to  sit  up  all  night  and  drive 
kettles,  in  consequence  of  the  large  accunm- 
in  of  £ap  from  two  good  runs.  We  had 
ked  hard  all  day,  and  had  boiled  down  as 
h  sap  into  syrup  as  would  make  upwards  of 

■  pounds  of  sugar.      After    supper,    fatigued 
drowsy  by  our  day's  work,  we  agreed,  as 

»  were  three  of  us,  to  sleep  by  turns.  We 
ir  lots  to  see  who  should  take  the  first 
di  of  two  hours,  which,  unluckily  for  me,  as 
proprietor  of  the  cHtablisbnicntv  fell  upon 
1.,  ft  young  English  gentleman,  one  of  my  house- 
it  who  was  duly  installed  into  his  important 
se  of  sugar-sentinel.     My  companion  and  my- 

■  then  stretched  ourselves  in  the  camp  before 
fire,  and  were  soon  lost  in  a  pleasing  forgct- 

Mss.  How  long  wo  had  been  in  this  comfortable 
te  of  somnolescence  I  know  not,  being  awakened 
m  my  nap  by  a  strong  smell  of  burning,  which, 
m  jumping  up,  I  found  to  proceed  from  the 
ee  large  sugar-kettles,  which  were  literally  red- 
;,  every  particle  of  sugar  being  literally  burnt 
a  cinder.    And  where  was  the  guardian  of  the 


310 


COW-PILFHREBS. 


kettles^  Whj,  &st  asleep  in  the  camp, 
totally  unconscious  uf  ibc  misfurtune  his 
tiioed  and  faithless  nap  had  occasioned. 

At  another  time  I  lost  oearlj  the  same  ■ 
Uty  hj  three  of  mj  oim  cows  breaking  into  tk 
Imsh  while  we  were  at  home  for  diaQer.  I  bad 
pooled  a  Urge  quantity  of  molasses  into  noK 
nseds  to  cool,  preparatory  to  mixing  the  vigp  Sa 
clarifying  the  sogar.  The  beasts  drank  up  eroj 
drop,  which  caused  them  to  swell  so  much  UhI 
they  would  certainly  have  died  from  the  effeclAtrf 
tiieir  iutcmpeiance  if  I  had  not  performed  a  at- 
fftal  operation  upon  each  of  the  aaimals  b; 
■taking  an  incision  through  the  skin  into  the 
stomacli,  and  inserting  a  small  tube  into  the  ori- 
fice, which  relieved  the  pressure,  aod  saved  the 
lives  of  my  oowa.  These  are  sonw  of  the  trouhles 
connected  with  the  manufactnte  of  maple-a^ 
many  of  which  can,  of  course,  be  obviated  \ij 
carefulness  and  experience. 

Deades  the  trouUe  arising  £rom  four-4bated 
depredators,  you  are  apt  to  lecuTe  manifold  viati 
from  young  ladies  and  children,  who,  of  coun^ 
only  come  to  see  the  process ;  but  who,  somehow 
or  another  never  make  their  appearance  dori^ 
the  first  part  of  the  operation,  but  wait  patiently 
until  the  sap  is  transformed  into  a  more  meUi- 
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Adous  substance,  nlien  spoons,  tins,  and  ladles 
%re  iu  great  requisition.  I  have  even  known 
lay  sagar-sbautj-  made  tlic  rondezvous  of  a  pic- 
luc  party,  to  my  do  small  discomfituiv.  Indeed, 
I  might  just  as  well  have  made  a  sugar-eating 
bee,  so  great  was  the  consumption  of  that  article. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  season  a  small  quan- 
tity of  fresh  lime  thrown  into  your  store-trough 
will  be  found  beneficial,  by  destroying  the  acidity. 
U  is,  however,  better  and  more  profitable  to  make 
the  latter  runs  of  sap  into  molasses  or  vinegar. 

The  usual  way  of  making  vinegar  is  to  boU 
down  three  pails  of  sap  into  one,  adding  a  little 
jeast  when  the  liquid  is  milk-warm.  Your  barrel 
when  full  should  be  set  is  some  sunny  place  with 
a  piece  of  glass  over  the  bung-hole :  tlie  addition 
of  a  gallon  of  whiskey  to  the  barrel  will  much  im- 
prove the  strength  of  the  vinegar. 

Maple-sap  also  makes  capital  beer,  which  is 
botli  wholesome  and  pleasant  to  the  taste.  Some 
people  add  essence  of  spruce  or  ginger  to  the  sap. 

The  sap  extracted  from  the  yellow  birch  makes 
both  excellent  vinegar  and  beer.  The  flow  of 
sap  from  tlic  birch  is  much  more  copious  than 
firomthe  maple.  I  have  frequently  known  firom 
twelve  to  fifteen  galloue  taken  from  a  large  tree 
in  one  day. 
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CHAPTER  Xa. 

Till  TKUK  a*B4T  wtKT*  ttT   OAKia*.— inHTS  MK  -mi  IMU- 

Canada,  in  her  present  statu,  cxliibit«  thm 
great  wauts  for  the  supply  of  which  she  mut 
look  to  the  niother-couDtry.  She  requires  popu- 
lation, pastors,  and  school-maston. 

The  first  of  these  requirements  would  beuc£t 
Great  Britain  in  a  verjr  extensive  manner.  Ve 
aak  her  for  hor  superfluous  thousandd,  to  «bom 
she  offers  the  miserable  home  of  the  workhouse, 
while  WG  proffer  comfort,  independence,  and  « 
cheerful  old  age. 

We  do  not  wont  the  idle,  the  over-educated, 
the  sickly.  We  wont  men,  nomon,  and  childioD. 
of  hardy  and  industrious  habits,  who  fiodiag 
work  .slack  at  home,  resolve  to  emulate  the  ante 
and  bees,  by  leaving  the  parent  hill  or  hive,  for 
a  land  where  their  united  industry  will  furoidi 
tliem  abuudftntly  witli  the  necessaries  of  life,  umI 
enable  them  to  sit  by  tboir  own  chimney-ooma 
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to  enjoy,  in  their  peaceful  old  agc;  the  happy 
home  their  toils  have  founded  in  the  wilderness. 

The  uspcusc  of  passage-moiii!)',  and  the  deep 
affection  with  which  the  Anglo-Saxon  races  regard 
their  native  haunts,  deter  many  thousands  who 
pine  from  wont  in  England  from  coming  out  to 
Canada.     But  this  rooted  love  of  home  was  not 
the  ancient  characteristic  of  a  migratory  people, 
who  swept  the  seas  in  their  long   yawls,  and 
after  pillaging  the  shores  formed  settlements  ia 
England.     Attachment  to  home  gradually  fixed 
itself  in  succeeding  generations,  but  new  ideas  and 
habiU  may  be  received.     The  peasantry  arc  an 
nnreflective  hody,  and  rely  much  upon  the  superior 
classes  for  guidance  and  advice.     Let  it  bo  giveo 
them,  then.    Tell  them  that  a  few  montlis'  strug> 
gle  in  another  land  will  ease  them  of  the  weight 
of  care  that  now  oppresses  tliom.    Kemind  thorn 
that  thti  effort  of  going  out  is  the  only  painful  one 
they  will  have  to  make.     Since  toil  is  to  them  a 
habit,  they  liavo  not,  like  the  emigrant  gentle- 
man, or  the  wife  of  an  officer  of  the  Guards,  to 
nnleam  a  life. 

How  does  nature  herself  teach  us  the  neces- 
sity of  remo%"al  ?  The  young  ants  are  provided 
the  first  vear  of  their  wonderful  existence  with 
wings,  in  order  to  permit  them  to  remove  far 
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from  the  parent  nest  These  wings  fall  off 
the  infant  colon}-  i^  founded, — a  curious  &ct 
natural  history,  illustrative  of  that  admirnblfi 
nomy  by  which  animated  nature  is  ruled 
governed.  The  ants,  baring  once  mi, 
hare  no  more  need  of  wings,  tho  possesrioa 
which  would  make  them  injurious  to  man  wU 
boost ;  for  the  stings  of  these  insects  in  tho  wingel 
state  cause  au  intensity  of  pain,  which  would  la- 
der  them  worse  noighbours  than  in  their  mo^lm 
state  they  could  possibly  hare  become. 

The  bee  throws  off  her  annual  swarms,  and 
sometimes — perhaps  always — with  a  battle.  Il 
Li  possible  that  the  young  insects  do  not  like  to 
quit  the  hive  or  hollow  tree  where  they  have  bees 
fed  and  nurtured.  Yot  parental  foresight  coid' 
pots  them  to  migrate  to  other  trees  and  hives,  nut 
only  for  want  of  room,  but  because  they  must  seek 
for  honey  in  other  fields.  These  unknown  fiddi 
to  the  l>ee,  with  her  cooQaed  vision,  are  the 
Canados,  Australias,  and  New  Zealonda  of  itor 
worid. 

The  insect  colonisers  have  all  received 
God  himself,  if  I  may  presume  to  say  su,  a 
oducaiioiiary  system  in  their  admimblu  and 
ring  instinct.    They  know  how  to  build,  to 
matfirial  for  building,  and  to  procure  food.    Ft 
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Xing  ihey  ontj  obey  another  fixed  and  immu- 
ile  laiv  of  Providence,  wliich  bids  them  flj  ofTand 
,t  their  tools  and  instinct  to  tlioir  proper  uses, 
an,  liowever,  has  fewer  instincts.  Religion  and 
m  were  to  be  liis  laws.  Therefore,  he  must 
iquirc  those  useful  arts  which  arc  born  with  in- 
life.  But  the  necessity  of  emigration  is  a 
n.  stom  enough,  it  is  true,  but  jet  as  strin. 
gent  to  him  as  that  which  ^wajs  the  ant  and  beo. 
Since  the  necessity  exists,  the  wisdom  of  our 
legislature  should  provide  the  youthful  population 
irith  an  education  which  would  render  them  fit 
for  emigration  to  a  colony. 

It  i.<t  a  good  thing  to  make  the  children  of  the 
'poor  acquainted  with  reading,  writing,  and  arith- 
metic ;  hut  an  exclusive  attention  to  those  objects 
is  both  unwise  and  injiirious,  for  they  were  not 
dflBigncd  for  the  whole  business  of  their  lives.  In- 
dustrial schools  are  of  more  vital  iinportancc. 
A  much  larger  portion  of  infant  time  should  be 
passed  in  acquiring  mechanical  and  agricultuml 
tOcill  QU  the  part  of  the  boys;  while  spinning, 
sewing,  house-work,  washing;  baking,  cooking, 
milking  and  erery  branch  of  dairy-work  should 
form  the  chief  portion  of  the  educationary 
system  for  the  girls. 

In  towns  and  cities  educate  the  in&nt  pauper 
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population  for  omigraUon.    I  grieve  to  use 
word  "  paupor"  ;  but  I  viiak  to  fix  the  atteotion 
the  reader  on  the  lowest  state  of  poverty  uni 
which  orphan    inluDcj  cau    dawn.      We 
corpcaters,  coopers,    hand-loom  weavers, 
makers,  masons,  tailors,  bladcsmiths,  in  fnct, 
tisaus  of  every  kind.     Workhouses,  and 
scliools  in  cities  ought  to  supply  us  with 
instructed  ia  the  arts  we  need.     Fo: 
such  a  useful  education,  aided  by  the  I 
which   the  benevolence  of  the  present  day 
lavish  of  bestowing,  each  industrious  honest 
Id  in  a  few  years  possess  a  little  (nc 
fyrta  of  bus  own. 

In  the  country,  every  house  of  industry  sbi 
have  a  piece  of  land  for  spade  husbandry,  and 
small  farm  for  more  extensive  agricultural 
ployment,  in  order  to  make  her  rising  male  popi 
latioR  acquainted  with  every  braoch  of  cultivatji 
management  of  stock,  &c. 

The  country  giri.  besides  her  spinning,  knii 
and  sewing,  would  Icani  the  healthy  aod 
arts  of  milking,  churning,  and  chccso-maki 
addition  to  housework  and  plain  cooking, 
these  acquirements  she  would  be  a  tressora  in.4 
colony,  and  we  would  promise  her,  in  a  few 
O0W8  and  a  dairy  of  her  own. 
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e  city  girl  would  be  of  courso  more  limited  id 
sphere  uf  operations ;  but  hand-looui  weaving, 
linning,  knitting,  shoe-binding,  sewing,  cutting 
lut,  and  making  up  clothes,  housework  and  plaiu 
Woking,  would  find  her  emplojmeDt  in  the 
»Iony.  Then  her  superior  intelligence — for  the 
aght  of  many  objects  does  quicken  human  iotolli- 

rce — would  lead  her  also  to  acquire  a  knowledge 
those  rural  employments  of  which  the  want  of 
bpportumtj  alone  has  letl  Iter  ignorant. 
I  Ilaving  thus  pointed  out  the  colonial  education 
vhich  parish  authorities  ought  to  give  their  joung 
inmates  with  a  view  to  emigration,  let  us  cou- 
gider  in  what  manner  the  young  swarms  should 
be  conducted  to  their  new  hives. 

GoTernment  should  have  ships  and  commis- 
sioners Qxprossly  for  the  purpose-  Care  sho'ild 
ba  taken  of  these  children  on  the  voyage,  oud  ou 
tbeir  way  up  Uie  country.  Good  masters  aod 
mistresses  should  be  sought  for  them,  and  inqui- 
ries and  visits  occasionally  paid  them  by  persons 
appointed  for  the  purpose. 

Begular  depflts  should  Ite  formed  in  such  towns 
aa  Montreal,  Quebec,  ICiugstou,  Toronto,  and 
other  places,  under  uiatrons  and  governors,  for 
their  transmission  to  families  requiring  their  aid  ; 
and  little  fear  need  be  entertained  of  tko  kind 


818 


EDUCATION   OF   BUIGRAMTS. 


treatment  of  those  apprentices,  id  wbofie  bd 
should  he  CD&ctcd  that  they  should  not  go 
empty-handed  from  their  three  years'  boi 
but  should  rcccirc  a  certain  sum  In  monoy, 
or  goods. 

The  emignuit-labourer  and  Itis  Dunilj  i 
besides  the  help  afforded  by  tbc  parish,  I 
sermon  preached  for  his  benefit.  Few  neigh 
used  to  sec  him  vorstiippiug  with  tlicm 
Sabbiith,  would,  I  thinlc.  refuse  to  oootribub 
mite  to  help  to  smooth  his  rou^  path  iag 
life.  ■ 

In  maDufacturing  districts,  tlic  poor  hand 
weavers,  stocking-weavers,  and  many  otiici 
sans,  who  arc  struggling  for  bread,  notwith) 
iog  their  industrial  skill,  against  *'  tlioir  ^ 
munstor  enemy,  sluara-worked  machinery," 
lind  work  plentiful  and  extremely  remune 
in  every  Canadian  town,  where  cheap  foot 
7«.  Gd.  o-dtty  would  afford  wealth  to  the 
half-starved,  drooping  manufacturer.       ^ 

Shoemakers  would  find  plenty  to  do  inT 
try  where  gentlemen,  if  they  do  not  learn  to 
their  own,  must,  in  the  hock  settlements,, 
foot. 

Well !  though  the  clever  and  amusing 
gut  does  beseech  people  not  to  emigrate,  I 
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entreat  yoa  to  come  out,  if  you  like  work.  If 
you  Jo  not,  poor  fellows!  jou  had  better  stay 
iifaere  you  are,  since  idleness  iu  Canada,  as  io 
England,  will  always  cover  a  man  with  rags. 

Industry  in  man.  woman,  or  child,  gentle  or 
simple,  is  nccesaury  in  Canada.  Therefore  the 
idle,  luxurious,  and  dissipated  must  not  leave 
their  liomea,  unless  tlicy  rcsolvo  to  work  either 
with  willing  hands   or  clever  heads — they  will 

^id  emplo3rment  for  both  in  a  colony. 

^^Tbe  best  plau,  however,  in  regard  to  emigra* 
tion.  is  for  gentlemen  to  provide  for  their  younger 
sons  iu  this  way.  A  premium  for  three  years, 
paid  to  some  respectable  settler,  to  engage  him  to 
instruct  the  young  emigrant,  and  a  further  sum 
to  provide  him  with  land  and  stock,  would  set  a 
young  gentleman  forward  in  life  at  a  small  ex- 
pense to  his  Mends,  and  with  the  certainty  of  a 
comfortable  independence  for  himself.  Youth, 
with  its  buoyant  spirits,  readily  overcomes  hard- 
sliips  and  difGculties  ; — besides  the  ciample  of 
tJie  settlers'  sons,  his  companions,  who,  of  course 
all  work,  soon  reconciles  him  to  labour. 

The  amusements  of  shooting  and  fishing,  riding 
and  exploring  excursions,  <{uickly  make  new- 
comers much  attached  to  the  country.  The 
rivilf^e  of  wooing  and  winning  some  object  of  his 
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affectiotLS,  and  easily  proridiDg  for  the  wute  i 
a  fiuaily,  is  a  stimulus  ever  before  the  eyes 
the  yuung  man,  whose  hopes  of  domestic  love  tn 
so  oftea  crushed  by  circumstances  in  England. 

I  really  believe  that  if  yoang  ladies,  not  too 
much  addicted  to  the  "far  niffnie,"  condescended 
to  visit  our  scttlcmc&tfi,  we  could  find  good  hin- 
baods  for  them  all,  in  a  country  where  wivei 
are  lacking,  and  much  valued  and  apprcdaUd. 
However,  if  the  brothers  of  large  &milies  come 
out,  no  doubt  the  sisters  will  visit  them,  and  oni 
bachelors  will  not  remain  long  in  their  prenat 
uncomfortable  state  of  forced  celibacy- 
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or  cni'noHM  ako  pAsTdtw  ra  oiM^mt. — kiko  uttnkiKU 

or    MT    rillKHDl    IN    EMILAND    TOWIUDS    T]|:1     ClOUD     woiut.-^ 
BSAI.    or    THE     miMITlirK    OHVkOH. WtKT    Or    SCIIUOU     A»U 

I     KnoouiuTRU. 

^PTde  second  great  want  of  Canada  West  ia- 
Tolres  more  momentous  matters  than  the  settle- 
ment of  the  country,  for  it  concernij  the  immortal 

I  interests  not  only  of  the  present,  but  of  unborn 
generations.  We  need  pastoral  direction  and 
phices  of  worship. 

Without  Christian  instruction,  all  the  promise 
of  the  tine  colony  is  like  that  of  an  unfruitful 
tree,  whose  blossoms  fall  untimely  to  the  ground. 
We  call  upon  the  Church  of  England — that 
Church,  so  pure  in  its  doctrines,  so  perfect  in  its 
beautiful  liturgy,  so  sublime  in  its  ordinances, 
to  help  Canada,  and  not  to  leave  our  children  un- 
inatructed,  or  compel  them  to  derive  their  religious 
code  from  other  sources,  or  to  remain  in  darkness 
and  heathenish  apathy.  We  want  churches,  too, 
as  well  as  teachers,  that  every  Sabbath  we  may 
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meet  together  to  pray,  to  praise — to  adore  Ibe 
Lord  our  God — as  a  Christian  people  sliould  do.  1 
We  require  the  word  to  be  preached  to  us — w : 
are  lougiDg  to  receive  in  our  owd  parish-diorA  { 
in  sweet  commuDioD  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  in  | 
that  sublime  ordiuance  to  reoogaiso  "  Our  DinH 
blaster's  love  in  thus  dying  for  us."  Wc  widi 
to  bring  our  little  children  "  to  His  holy  baptism," 
and  to  have  them  eontinned  and  strengthened  ia 
their  riper  age,  that  we  niaj  .see  tliem  partaken 
with  us  of  the  holy  sacratucnl,  and  may  behold 
them  growing  up  in  the  fear  and  love  of  the  Lord. 

It  IS  the  blessing  of  [)astoral  instruction  we 
demand  of  the  dear  mother-country.  Wo  ask 
her  for  devoted  men — not  men  of  extreme  views^ 
but  men  whose  love  to  God  will  make  thorn  over- 
look the  rough  and  toilsome  pilgrimage  ia  the  wil* 
derness — men  whum  the  love  of  Cliriet  will  bring 
out  to  us  ia  charitable  answer  to  our  call.  "  Coma - 
over  and  help  us,"  even  as  St.  Fbul  did  to  thafl 
vi^onary  man  of  Ikfacedonia,  believing  that  God 
had  called  him  there  to  preach  the  gospel.  M 

"BeJiold  what  a  great  matter  a  little  nrc'kio* 
dletb."    Since  my  return  to  England,  kind  and 
pious  friends  and  unknown  brotlier  Christian^ 
have  aided  my  wish  to  provide  a  church  for  tht| 
hitherto  churchicss  towustup  of  Douro  in  Canada, 


KEKD  OF  CBtTRCHES  AND   PASTOKS.       328 

and  a  fund  is  already  raised  vrhicb  will  enablo  inc 
to  commeDce  the  building  on  my  return.  Lake- 
fiold  is  the  spot  to  be  so  highly  fiivourcd ;  and 
whea  once  tbo  foundations  of  the  little  temple 
in  the  wilderness  are  laid,  we  hope  a  pastor  will 
90on  follow  the  church. 

It  b  true— only  too  true— that  the  pastor  should 
precede  the  church,  for  such  was  the  custom  of 
primitive  times,  when  a  converted  beatheo  people, 
following  the  directioii  of  apostolic  teachers,  laid 
witb  tlicm  tbo  foundation  of  that  outward  and 
viaJble  church,  the  t3?pe  of  that  mystical  and  invi- 
siUo  one  of  which  they  bad  become  members. 
We  are  about  to  reverse  the  picture — ^we  in  build- 
ing a  church  invite  a  pastor.  We,  who  have  been 
grateful  for  a  chance  pastoral  visit,  take  this 
method  of  securing  a  spiritual  blessing  for  our- 
selves and  our  families. 
^  I  cannot  resist,  in  this  portion  of  my  work,  an 
Expression  of  uiy  deep  sense  of  the  generous  man- 
ner in  which  friends  in  my  own  immediate  neigh- 
boured, and  also  in  Norfolk,  Tunbridgc  Wells, 
and  in  other  places,  have  contributed  to  the  church 
about  to  be  built  at  Lakotield.  They  have  been 
so  willing — 80  zealous — in  this  good  work,  that  I 
trust  their  forwardness  will  bring  down  a  blessing 
iQ  Uiemselvea  and  upon  our  church,  which  will 


upon  Uiemso 
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bo  raised  by  the  united  efforts  of  Christian  bro- 
therly love,  a  moot  offemig  to  Uiin — the  dad 
Corner-stoae  upon  whom  our  fouudation  is  t^i 
The  good  examples  of  these  Christian  liriiiidi 
may  raise  up  firicnds  for  Canada,  and  scatter  tk 
blessings  of  the  reformed  religion  over  this  lut 
country,  that  other  towniihips  may  also  haw  Uieii 
pastors,  till  the  whole  rising  popuIatioD  may  grow 
up  childrcu  of  the  Oiurch  of  Kugloud. 

HiUierto,  the  inhabitants  havo  cliicfly  rcceited 
their  religious  instruction  through  various  brancbes 
of  dissont,  whose  ministers  have  shown  much  zeal 
and  attention  in  supplying  instruction  to  an  in- 
creasing  and  pastorless  population.  In  our  pecu- 
liar situation,  wc  must  feci  grateful  for  ChrisUau 
instruction  of  any  kind,  living,  as  wc  do,  in  a  land 
of  spiritual  dearth- 
Why  hare  ira  been  hitherto  so  deserted  and 
forgotten,  while  the  "  living  waters  "  rvfrosbcd  so 
abundantly  our  oative  land  1  It  was  not  ao  Id 
those  glorious  primitive  times,  when,  during  the 
grievous  persecutions  of  the  Church,  the  J^iab- 
ment  of  tlic  teachers  of  Christianity  only  spread 
the  Word  on  every  side — when  churches  and 
schools  rose  in  the  deserts,  whither  the  pastors 
ba>]  been  exiled.  Why,  in  receiving  tlic  apostolical 
doctrines  of  these  devoted  men,  have  wo  not  fal> 
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f  lowed  their  examples,  as  well  aa  received  their 

I  prepepts? 

It  is  a  certain  &ct,  that  few  persons  dissent  from 
the  pure  apostolic  doctrines  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, while  manj  do  from  those  of  her  ministers. 
Yet  it  is  certain  that  a  really  good  pastor  of  the 
Church  is  venerated  and  esteemed  as  the  very  per- 
fection of  the  Christian  character.  The  affections 
of  the  English  pe«ple  still  naturally  cHiig  to  their 
dergy.  U  is  only  when  chiUcd  hyncgloct,  or  left  un- 
Tiaitcd  in  sickness  or  calamity,  that  the  parishioner 
leaves  his  diurch,  because  liis  minister  has  first 
left  him.  Yet  the  assertion  still  holds  true,  "  that 
a  house-going  minister  makes  a  church-going 
people ;"  and  wo  trust  that  the  destined  pastors 
of  our  wilderness  will  visit  our  people  in  their 
homes,  as  well  as  preach  to  tliem  in  their  churches. 
Much  good  would  result  from  the  clergymea  of 
oar  establishment  itinerating  from  place  to  place, 
taking  up  their  abode  in  private  houses,  whore 
they  would  always  be  honoured  guests,  and 
preaching  and  reading  prayers  during  their  so- 
journ. A  real  neces^tj  exists  for  their  perform- 
ing such  charitable  missions,  till  the  scattered 
Tillages  get  churches  and  ministers  of  tlieir  own. 
To  show  the  need  of  such  itineration.  I  need  only 
state  that  my  own  county  of  Pet^borough,  con- 
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tainiug  cigbteeu  townships  (of  which  Douni,  ii 
which  I  reside,  is  one)  possessed  onljr  tkm 
churches,  to  supply  the  w&nts  of  a  populotMii, 
which,  at  the  last  census,  numbered  more  Um 
twQDty-seven  tliounnd  soul^  and  vhich  do* 
would  amount,  from  emigration  and  increase,  to 
nearly  thirty  thousand. 

In  all  these  townships  there  arc  many  diascot- 
ing  chapels  of  vanous  dcaominatioiis — a  &ct 
honoutabk  to  dl^ontcrs,  bowerer  punful  it  may 
be  to  the  Canadian  members  of  the  EstabUsbnuot 
to  see  themselves  left  behind  in  Christian  effort  \rj 
lucQ  who  doubtless  have  done  a  good  work  bj 
providing  places  of  worship  and  a  ministry  for 
the  poor,  who  but  for  them  would  have  been  left 
to  ^nd  the  Sabbath  in  drunkenness  and  sin. 

To  ^ve  the  preponderance  to  the  Church  of 
England  cstablishmoQt,  that  church  iu  Canada, 
which  at  present  is  only  that  of  a  rising  aristo- 
cracy, must  beoomo  also  the  church  of  the  potf, 
or  else  how  can  any  congregation  tnily  say,  "  Tbe 
rich  and  the  poor  meet  together.  The  Lord  is  tbe 
maker  of  them  all  V  Yet  that  any  wet  of  di»> 
sent  is  tbe  religion  by  choice  of  tbe  people  cannot 
be  said  with  truth  in  tlio  face  of  the  following 
Id  tboyear  1838,  when  the  7tb  Provincial 
talion  was  formed,  while  taking  down  tbo 
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aud  religious  professioiLi  of  the  voluatccrs,  I  ob- 
served that  two-thirds,  at  least,  were  members  ^ 
the  Established  Churcli,  which  suqiriscd  uc,  as  I 
knew  many  of  them  atLended  dissenting  chapels 
regularly  every  Sabbath-day. 

1  was  induced,  in  consequence  of  this,  to  ask 
the  question,  "  Why  do  you  profess  one  form  of 
teligioD,  and  follow  another  I '*  The  answer  was 
a  painful  one  to  mc.  "  Wc  are  in  heart  uiembors 
of  the  Church  of  England,  but  we  have  no  church 
in  our  township,  and  wo  do  not  see  a  clcrgymao 
of  the  Establishment  ODce  in  three  years  ;  so  we 
are  glad  to  attend  any  Christian  minister  who 
will  coiao  amongst  us."  It  is  thus  that,  for  want 
of  churches  and  missionaries,  tliousands  are  ulti- 
mately estranged  from  the  Church.  These  per- 
sons wore  like  children  neglected  by  their  mother, 
only  waiting  to  be  cared  for  to  return  to  her 
bosom. 

I^  till  a  church  could  be  raised,  devout  miuis- 
icT&,  duly  authorized  by  their  bishops,  would  come 
among  us  to  preach,  pray,  and  administer  the 
Sacraments,  each  of  our  houses,  in  turn,  would 
become  temples  of  the  Lord ;  and  there  would  bo 
no  need  for  any  member  of  the  church  to  unite 
himself  to  a  dissenting  congregaUon  for  want  of  a 
minister  of  his  own. 
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Tbcrc  is  a  ^tst  ridug  sect  in  Oanada,  the  meto- 
bcra  of  wkicli  dcnomiuate  themselves  "  Itible  Cbiis- 
tians."  These  people  are  a  species  of  Methodisu, 
and  are  moral  and  well-living ;  but  in  choosiog 
their  own  preachers  they  are  rather  guided  bj  theif 
eloquence  than  learning,  or  perhaps  sound  doc- 
trine. ?hlany  of  their  ministers  can  neither  resil 
nor  write,  and  therefore  arc  dis^ualitied  bj  their 
ignorance  from  teaching  others.  A  regular  and 
authorized  mitustrjr  of  deTout  men,  learned,  and 
vet  condescending  to  the  weak  and  ignorant, 
would  bring  into  the  fold  of  the  Establishment 
many  who  are  now  estranged  from  the  doctrioa 
and  liturgy  of  our  venerable  Cliurch. 

I  remember,  when  a  boy,  how  much  the  people 
io  England  were  neglected  by  many  among  the 
dergy,  and  left  to  form  their  own  religious  opin* 
ions,  for  want  of  Christian  educational  instruction, 
and  pastoral  visits  at  their  own  houses  and  cot- 
tages. Such  neglect  was  the  main  cause  of  disseoL 
The  clergymen  were  above  their  flocks,  and  the 
sheep  wandered  from  them  to  other  folds,  to  mi^ 
nistcrs  who  entered  into  their  joys  and  sorrows,  and" 
were  not  divided  Irom  them  by  the  Anti -Christian 
barrier  of  pride,  or  the  &lse  one  of  diffidence ; 
for,  strange  to  soy,  the  timidity  of  a  young  cleigj- 
man  may  bo  erroneously  ascribed  to  pride,  and 
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may  equally  alicuatc  from  him  the  afTectiom  of 
his  people. 

I  am  happy  to  soc  a  general  change  for  the 
better  ha.s  taken  place  during  my  long  absoQOc 
bora  my  native  land,  for  the  worldly  hare  passed 
into  eternity,  oud  have  bcon  replaced  in  their 
ministry  by  wiser  and  abler  men.  Many  of  thoee 
good  paston,  too,  who  were  shining  lights  in  the 
Christian  Church,  when  I  was  a  boy,  have  pastied 
to  their  rest,  leaving  their  dear  and  honoured 
nanics  as  esamplcs  to  the  rising  generation,  upon 
which  holier  times  have  dawned,  and  over  which 
a  reformed  ministry  is  now  oxorcislng  a  mild 
and  spiritual  dominion. 

Since  my  return  to  England  I  hare  become  ac- 
quainted with  a  number  of  cxccltcnt  clergymen, 
who,  like  the  Apostles  and  pastors  of  the  glorious 
primitive  Cliurch,  "  visit  the  widow  and  father- 
less in  their  atQictiou,  and  keep  themselves  un- 
spotted from  the  world," — and,  if  all  were  like 
them,  the  meeting-house  would  be  deserted  and 
the  jmrish-church  well-filled,  while  a  pure  morality, 
based  upon  Gospel  principles,  would  replace  the 
erratic  and  erroneous  doctrines  of  an  uDlearoed 
and  uu-ordained  ministry. 

Our  last  great  want  is  that  of  schoolmasters 
and  schoolhouscs.    But  if  we  obtain  pastoral  in- 
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struction  this  need  will  also  be  supplied.  Sibb 
schools,  under  the  immediate  superintendence  i 
the  clergyman,  will  be  formed,  and  our  diildn^ 
of  all  nuiks  may  be  instructed  together  in  &  lie 
building  close  to  the  cliurcb,  for  of  course  a  i 
boBBe  enters  into  our  plans  for  Lakcfield.  as ' 
u  a  church.  Soon,  verj  soon,  a  nationol-g 
wc  hope,  for  day-scholars,  will  follow  these 
blishments.  Indeed,  the  settlement  will 
round  the  church,  which  will  form  the  nucleus  < 
a  town,  ia  a  few  $hort  years,  about  it.  and  with 
rapidly  increasing  population  our  church  will 
be  filled,  we  trust,  to  overflowing,  and  we  $\ 
see  Christianity,  pure,  vital  Cluri^tianily,  tiki 
a  fertilizing  stream,  diffusing  civilization  and 
morality  over  the  laud, — putting  down  the  orgi« 
of  drunkenness,  and  pointing  to  the  reward  nt 
faith  and  perseverance  in  well  doing,  in  the  hap- 
piness of  another  and  bettor  world,  of  which  "  th 
Lamb  is  the  glor}-  and  the  light." 

*■  Tbt  chnnUtWi  woo,  tngodlnatM  j 
The  vaitfSmi  groirtw  iailAKli 
And  when  D»  MCSMiwnti  Nspv 

Tlic  nn-wora  betrt  ud  cwih-toaeil  budiI, 
All  virlUN  iltr,  •!)  (icn*  Uoon^ 

Tlu  Miul  bcOUIBM  k  MOIWJ  (OBk, 

Anil  men  the  Sanovr  ftwopd  to  ctioriali, 
StcrnaliM  tbdr  gtiih— ud  ftimk  I 


AKD  SCIIOOLUOU8B8. 

"  hj  I>ak«  Ont&rio'i  tookjr  bIiok, 

Where  «n>ci]le«i  pt^n  once  tboiuidt^ 
Anil  cxilct  hcntd  the  urrcni  roiir, 

Bj  wood  luiii  vrilJerin'si  »iiffomided, — 
Cliurc1i«s  tiinv,  and  MLiiitly  baiidii 
HtTc  come  frf)m  fu  tnil  r«mou«  land*, 
Anil  Apostolic  sTmbDln  rcjgn 
O'er  rvacucd  ntDiii[i  and  muomed  pltin."* 
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*  Hmm  bcuitifiil  lines,  on  ihc  Caaadian  Church,  ve  bom 
"  L'p%  Chriatiuin,"  nn  intcmtiiig  colk-cHon  of  po«iiu  from  tirn 
ftdtnirc<j  {wti  ofthiLt  OiriMiau  pool,  jxtpulkt  pruMihcr,  mid  uuialilv 
ram,  tlic  Huv.  RoU'rt  MoDI^nicrr,  tnciimbcni  MlniiiWT  of  Ptity 
Ch»pvl,  Luudun. 
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DUTn  rxTAPM  KT  Roiu-oiuu. —  lOM  or  mt  tockoest  mi, 
XT  mh-ih-law,  ht  ouKb-DjtciamtN,  mi  wtn,  asc  m 
ToimoKiT  Mtwnm. ^ PMJicTEo  mrtikk  homk.— unus- 

ATlOf.— HAIIOATM!)  Of   tB«  OB.VEKRI   BITEK. S«(.-»1CiTnr- 

KTUCUai. — UOIUWK    U*K«. — *MEH»ein  STTtMXn. KAIL  Cl» 

RIAOOI. KEW     tori:. TOTAU     TO     SMOLJUIP. NICTVUI    tV 

B«Tiio!i. — EiHOHm  An  iMantAtiTT  or  mt  bsoum  niKn*- 


ilr  life,  for  smoo  years  after  the  tenmuatioD  of 
the  rebellioD.  presented  too  little  rariatioo  to  make 
it  worth}'  of  record.  It  had  its  pleasures  and 
cares,  its  toils  and  repose ;  but  these  were  sbaiel 
by  the  most  amiable  of  women,  whose  sweet  com- 
panionship in  mj  won^  periods  of  trial  and  priva- 
tion, left  me  no  cau^  to  complain.  A  numeroat 
and  promising  family  grew  up  around  us,  adding 
year  by  year  a  new  link  to  the  chain  of  aiTection :  ■ 
indeed,  no  man  was  ever  happier  in  the  domestic  ' 
relations,  or  possessed  more  home-blessings  than 
myself. 

The  marriage  of  my  eldest  girl  did  not  break 
up  our  cbeerfiil  circle,  for  she  was  located  near  us 
within  a  mile's  walk,  so  that  we  bad  gained  an 
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iectionato  son  without  losing  a  daughter — a  for- 
tunate circumstance  for  all  parties,  but  especially 
tw  Maria's  mother. 

But  while  apparently  at  the  height  of  domestic 
felicity,  death  made  a  sudden  inroad  into  our 
buppy  homo-circle.  His  first  victim  was  a  sweet 
promising  little  boy,  just  at  tliat  cnga^ng  age 
when  infancy  begins  to  lisp  in  pretty  broken  lan- 
guage its  wants  and  wishes  in  the  parental  ear. 
My  sOD-in-law  died  next,  in  a  distant  city,  of  cho- 
lera, leaving  my  poor  young  daughter  a  widow  on 
the  eve  of  her  first  confinement,  scarcely  in  her 
twcntictli  year — an  early  age,  indeed,  for  such  a 
h«avy  bereavement. 

The  blow  threatened  to  destroy  her.  She  liad 
been  so  happy,  and  her  husband  had  been  so  full 
of  health  and  manly  beauty,  that  the  news  seemed 
almost  incredible  to  us  and  most  t«TTiblo  to  her. 
We  broke  it  to  her  as  gently  as  we  could,  and 
brought  her,  in  her  dosolatiun,  to  that  home  which 
she  had  left  a  few  months  before  a  happy  bloom- 
ing bride.  Our  own  loss,  too,  was  heavy — poor 
BerCiiford  was  very  dear  to  us  ;  he  was  a  remark- 
ably fine  and  interesting  young  man.  But  what 
was  our  sorrow  in  comparison  to  hers,  whose  hap- 
piness had  been  crushed  by  this  sudden  and  dread- 
fiil  reverse.    For  some  anxious  weeks  we  watched 
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oursuflering  child,  oTerTrhoso  fading  and  emo-' 
atod  fona  the  slmdow  of  death  moruciitanlj  tf' 
pcorcd  to  depend.  Her  health  seemed  so  cnUitlf 
broken  up  that  we  never  expected  her  to  sam 
her  approaching  trial 

The  mercy  of  God,  jouth,  and  the  incessant 
of  her  dear  mother,  enabled  her  to  get  over  thit 
period  of  maternal  peril.  My  poor  girl  gave  birtli 
to  a  daughter,  and  the  sight  of  her  orphan  Ub* 
gave  her  a  wish  to  live,  though,  for  some  wceb 
after  her  accouchemcut)  her  state  was  soprecariont 
that  she  was  unable  to  leave  her  bed,  to  which  iIk 
was  still  confined,  whoa  it  pleased  the  Lord  to 
take  away  her  child. 

But  the  ^ft  had  oot  been  made  in  vain — her 
spirits  rallied  from  the  moment  she  lead  seen 
her  in&nt,  and  she  meekly  submitted  in  the  Di> 
vine  will,  when  the  blcs^ug  was  withdrawn  bvm 
her  again. 

She  suffered— but  not  alone.  Her  admirable  mo* 
ther  had  shored  all  her  feelings,  forgetting  Id  her 
long  vigils  by  her  sick-bed,  her  own  delicate  a> 
tuation  while  soothing  tlio  pains  and  fJiaring  the 
gnei  of  her  daughter.  VTliy  should  I  dwell  upuQ 
ihe  event  that  omx  more  slmttered  my  domestic 
circio — taking  frcMn  mc  mj  dear  wife — my  borne* 
comforter — my  sweet  familiar  friend  I  Sufficient 
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•^rill  be  to  say,  that  God  was  pleased  to  recal  my 
dear  wife  to  himself  half-an-hour  after  the  birth 
of  our  fourtoeotli  child,  a  daughter,  to  whom  I 
gave  the  ancestral  and  now  celebrated  name  of 
A^es  Strickland,  with  the  addition  of  Mary, 
which  was  that  of  my  lamented  partner.  My 
>Iary  was  taken  away  auddL-nly,  but  not  unpre- 
pojod  for  the  Saviour  whom  she  loved  and  trusted, 
who  was  with  hin  sen'ant  when  die  passed  through 
the  Tallcy  and  shadow  of  death.  Never  waa  any 
woman  more  deeply  and  deservedly  lamented. 
Reader,  you  will  find  her  character  in  Scripture, 
under  that  of  the  virtuous  woman,  whose  price  is 
beyond  rubies.  Ilcr  loss  was  a  heavy  blow  to  her 
dear  parents,  as  well  as  to  her  afflicted  husband 
and  children. 

Thus,  by  a  similar  calamity,  I  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  lose  two  admirable  wives  :  the  Grxt  dying 
in  her  first  confinement,  after  the  birth  of  my 
eldest  son ;  the  second  in  child-bed  of  my  youngest 
dauglitc-r.  Heavy  was  the  early  bereavement ; 
but  those  to  whom  the  wife  is  dearer  than  the 
bride,  will  easily  suppose  that  the  loss  of  her  who 
for  nearly  twenty-two  years  had  formed  mygreatest 
earthly  blessing,  was  heavier  still. 

My  widowed  daughter  received  from  her  dying 
mother  the  charge  of  the  little  infant,  wfaoae  birth 
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had  cost  us  &11  80  mucli.  This  precious  tnut 
Memed  to  replace  her  own  in  her  heart :  aever. 
indeed,  was  a  motherless  hahy  so  loved  and  che- 
rished. The  sad  ereat  tliat  had  marked  her  en- 
trance  into  the  world,  knit  her  so  doseljr  to  as  all, 
that  she  seemed  the  geueral  point  of  attraction. 
Most  lorely  and  precocious  indeed  was  this  child 
<^  many  tears ;  and  we  anticipated  for  her  long 
jcArs  of  life,  when  she  was  seized  with  a  cooi- 
plaint  indigenous  to  the  countrt-,  and  veiy  fiital 
to  infanta,  which  cut  off  our  liulc  Agnes  at  the 
engaging  age  of  five  months,  to  the  infinite  grief 
of  her  sister-mother.  Thus,  in  the  space  of  one 
little  jear,  I  had  lost  my  little  son,  my  aoa- 
in-law,  my  grand -daughter,  my  beloved  irife 
ud  my  youngest  daughter.  It  seemed,  in- 
deed, that  death  had  bent  his  ^  ^  against  mj 
family,  and  would  not  s{)arc  ^  he  had  pierced 
our  hearts  again  and  again  within  this  brief  hot 
fatal  period. 

It  was  long  before  my  daughter  was  comforted 
for  the  loss  of  her  infant-sister.  Religion  and  tine 
brought  balm ;  but  the  trials  of  the  young  widow 
had  been  more  than  any  feminine  constitution 
could  bear:  she  drooped,  and  her  medical  attend- 
ant  prescribed  change  of  air,  scene,  and  climate 
Canada,  the  land  of  her  nativity,  was  too  full  of 
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^tjnful  remembrances  to  afford  her  the  chance  of 
amendment.  My  own  family  and  that  of  her  liua- 
Ixuid  wifihcd  much  to  receive  her  in  Ku^laud,  and 
my  own  heart,  too,  yearned  once  more  for  my  old 
home  and  its  beloved  inmates.  It  was  nocossary 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  the  voyage,  and  to 
arrange  in  what  manner  it  could  be  bcitt  accom- 
plished without  exposing  my  child,  in  her  delicate 
bealtb,  to  unnecessary  fatigue  and  peril. 

Having  made  every  arrangement  for  a  twelve- 
month's absence  from  home,  I  left  Douro  on  the 
8th  July,  1851,  accompanied  by  my  eldest 
daughter,  and  a  friend  of  mine,  who  was  on  his 
way  to  Jeniey.  We  readied  Gore's  Lauding,  on  the 
south  side  of  Rice  Lake,  the  same  day,  and  baited 
there  till  the  following  noon,  which  enabled  us  to 
bid  adieu  to'r^v  sister,  and  a  number  of  kind 
friends  in  the  inJbdiate  neighbourhood. 

An  hour  and  a  halfs  drive  over  an  excellent 
plank  and  gravel  road,  through  a  charming 
country,  brought  us  safely  to  tlio  pretty  and 
thriving  town  of  Cobourg.  Here  we  were  detained 
until  post  eleven,  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the 
steam-hoat  "  Admiral,"  which  was  two  hours  be- 

Ihind  time,  owing  to  a  heavy  swell  and  head-wind 
on  the  Lake. 

We  were  accompanied  to  the  wharf  by  several 
kind  friends,  who  saw  us  safely  on  board ;  and  in 
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feiT  minutes  our  noble  steamer  was  prDa% 
sting  tJie  blue  waters  of  the  great  Ontario. 

For  twcnty-sevea  years  I  had  been  a  sojouner  I 
in  the  wilds  and  woodH  of  this  fine,  free,  and  ilK| 
dependent  country.     I  had  learned  to  love  it— | 
to  look  upon  it  ae  my  home,  my  adopted  countiT, 
and  the  native  land  of  toy  children.    1  felt  i  vru  | 
leaving  them  and  many  dear  friends,  whom,  per* 
haps,  I  might  never  more  hehold.     No  vroniJerJ 
then,  that  I  experienced  some  r^ret,  a^  tlie  last- 
receding  light)!  of  Cobourg  fadod  from  my  sight 

I  was,  however,  cheered  by  the  rcmembnmoe,  I 
that  I  had  an  aged  mother  still  living,  and  kind 
sisters,  who  would  welcome  the  return  of  theirl 
long  absent  brother  to  the  home  of  his  chtldbood,  { 
and  tliat  I  should  have  the  pleasure  of  presenting 
my  Canadian  daughter  to  them.  ' 

The  Lake  was  rough,  but  ntt  daughter  prored     I 
an  excellent  sailor;  and  wo  made  a  capital  nm    i 
across,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Genesee  river,  which  i* 
almost  opposite  to  Cobourg.  and  diiitant  about 
axty-five  miles.  M 

The  (icnesee  river*  is  deep  and  narrow,  seldom  ■ 
exceeding  iu  width  a  hundred  and  fifty  yards.    Its 
banks  are  very  high  and  precipitous.    About  four 

*  CliuloYoix,  in  his  corioiu  work  on  th«  Ck&tda*,  girt% 
M*mitig  dcKiiiitiiw  af  tbe  Owctni,  whidi  be  olb  tbe  Cmm^I 
Ohingon,  lli«  Im^iuvt  nun*  tn  \\iw  linr,  u  the  fullowing  cxUmi] 
will  thow  ■.— "  "TSm  wtx  W  «d>\«4  C^MUMdriws^Ai  •«*■  » ■ 
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miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  rivor  is  the  tandiog- 
pUce,  distant  Irom  the  citj  of  Rochester  ncarlj 
throo  miles,  where  wo  fuua<l  a  number  of  omni- 
luacs  awaiting  our  arrival,  aud  had  the  greatest 
difficult;  in  kooping  our  luggage  from  being  di* 
Tided  and  taken  possession  of  by  two  or  throe 
diflbrent  drivers.  In  fact,  in  the  confusion  I  left 
one  of  my  trunks  bcliiud  in  the  steamer,  and 
did  not  discover  my  mistake  till  I  reached  Ro- 
ohastor.  Luckilj,  1  got  l)ack  in  time  to  recover 
my  property  before  the  steamer  left  the  wharf. 

The  navigatioD  of  the  Genesee  is  iDterruptod 
immediately  above  the  landlng-ptacc  by  a  suc- 
cession of  stupendous  falls.  Tlic  road  loading 
from  tlic  catanicts  to  the  city  of  Rocliester  follows 
the  right  bunk  of  the  river,  which,  for  the  firet 
mile,  is  wildly  picturesque.  It  is  excavated  out 
of  the  rocky  bank,  which  has  a  sharp  ascent  for 
about  a  mile.  To  the  right,  the  precipitous 
rock  towers  from  two  to  three  hundred  feet  above 

Bsrroir  ax  iu  di«charf;e  into  ih«  I>iikf.  A  litlb  Irigli^  it  ii  Iwo 
himdrcd  nnd  tony  feci  In  litvnilih,  niid  il  it  •Jfirmtd  llAl  tlirrr  it 
*»t(*  to  float  Uit^  IwgeM  iilii|>«.  A  leigiic  Truin  iu  uiixilli,  jruu  arc 
igtoppcd  by  a  fall  wliich  auciiiii  to  be  nhviit  pixiy  fcrt  lii^li  aii<l  twu 
linniliril  aiiil  tony  fret  bmad;  a  iiiiitkcl-«hril  atiorc  tliia  foii  6nil 
a  ■tcnii'ti  of  thit  Nkiiio  brcmlth,  btil  not  in  hi^h.  Mid  litlf  •  Iru^ic 
\  lil^licr  'till  Q  tliird,  which  ii  full  a  liuiidrcd  fMrt  liigli,  aud  llim 
liundii'tl  find  sixty  fwt  broail.  Vuu  luirt  oAor  tliid  with  acvcrml 
n{ii<U,  add  aftt'i  miliii);  HDv  lcii!:<ic*  np  lliu  ntmai,jv\x  dlwcm  k 
fourth  fitll,  DDthiijy  iiifi^nur  in  liri|rlil  to  (lie  lul  iD«Dlian«d  i  the 
courtv  of  llib  livM  i»a  bundled  Icngun." 
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the  road-way,  vhich,  in  some  places,  it  overbaogs. 
To  the  left,  fully  as  deep  below,  through  a 
rocky  chasm,  rush  the  foamlDg  waters  of  the 
Genesee.  Two  splendid  cataracts,  one  a  few  rod* 
above  the  other,  and  more  than  a  hundred  feet 
in  height,  complete  the  picture.  A  parapet  of 
large  blocks  of  stone  has  been  built  on  the  edge 
of  the  precipice,  to  prevent  carriages  liom  beiag 
upset^iuto  the  deep  gorge  below.  | 

Kocht^sler  is  a  handsome,  woU-built  town,  and 
owes  its  chief  prosperity  to  its  mighty  water- 
power.  Here,  indeed,  are  some  of  the  flnfflt 
flour-mills  in  the  world.  The  rail-road  from 
Buflalo  to  New  Tork,  runs  through  the  town. 
Vie  breakfasted  at  the  Warerley,  one  of  the  best 
hotels  in  Rochester,  and  close  to  the  railway 
station,  and  left  for  New  York  by  the  half-past 
nine  train.  Our  route  lay  Uirough  a  pretty  and 
fruitful  country,  beautifully  diycrsilied  by  hil!  and 
dale.  The  wheat-harvest  Imd  just  commenced,  aod 
the  weather  was  lovely,  which  added  gn^tly  to 
our  enjoyment.  We  passed  through  the  populous 
aud  tliriving  towns  of  Canandaigua,  Genera,  Se- 
^noca,  and  Auburn,  which  latter  place  contaios 
the  celebrated  State  Prison. 

We  changed  tRiins  at  Syracuse,  a  large  town, 
midway  between  Rochester  and  Albany,  wli«n; 
we  were  aWoweili  \.'«vsa\.'3  ■nL\\wa\»»,  v*  -Ivaft.    The 
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"country  from  Syracuse  to  Sencctady  is  very 
beautiful,  the  road  following  the  course  of  the 
Mohawk  the  whulc  distance. 

"  Prom  eul;  dnwn  la  *ctling  lun 
I  *vc  (CCD  (he  miglii;  Mulmwlt  ran." 

The  names  of  the  towns  we  passed  through 
became  more  classic  as  wc  approoctied  Albany- 
such  as  Rome,  Utica,  Troy,  &c.  At  the  little 
falls  on  the  Mohawk  the  scenery  is  highly  pictu- 
resque. We  arrived  at  the  station  in  Albiuiy 
about  eight  o'clock  in  the  eveniog,  and  immedi- 
ately wcut  on  board  the  "  Hendric  Hudson,"  ono  of 
the  largest  of  those  floating  steam-palaces  which 
ply  upon  the  Hudson.  These  hoats  are  splendidly 
fitted  up,  with  every  comfort  and  luxury. 

The  "  Hendric  Hudson  "  is  said  to  be  321  feet  in 
length;  tJie  "Isaac  Newton"  333  feet.  This  is 
the  largest  boat  on  the  north  river,  and  their  rate 
of  steaming  is  equal  to  twenty  mites  an  hour. 

We  left  Albany  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing, and  were  safely  moored  at  her  wliarf,  in 
New  York,  between  five  and  six  in  the  morning, 
having  made  the  ruu  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles,  including  all  stoppages,  in  the  short  space 
of  eight  htmrs,  and  the  whole  distance  from 
Rochester,  five  hundred  miles,  in  twenty  hours,  for 
which  we  paid  the  reasonable  charge  of  sometliing 
like  one  pound  five  shillings  sterling  per  head. 
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I  mast  saj  Uiat  travelling  is  both  chesper  aod 
ptcasaQter  ia  the  United  SStatcs  than  in  En^and. 
So  much  attention  and  deference  arc  shown  t» 
the  fair  sex.  that  I  will  venture  to  affinn,  Uiatt 
woman,  gentle  or  simple,  might  travel  from  one  | 
end  of  the  Union  to  the  other  nithout  fear  clj 
insult.     I  like  the  manner  the  railroads  arc  mt-! 
naged,  which  is  much  better  than  in  EngljBod. 
The  ^niages  are  more  commodious,  better  fitted 
up,  and  better  ventilated.    Venetian  blinds  are 
fitted  tt)   the   windows,  and   brass  hook;;  over 
each  seat,  for  hanging  up  bats,  umbrellas,  and 
carpet-bags.    The  doors  open  at  each  end  of  the 
carriage,  the  passage  being  tlirough  the  centre, 
with  a  row  of  sofa-chairs,  capable  of  ooutaiaiDg 
two  persons  on  each  side.      The  railroad  raits 
generally  through  the  centre  of  everj'  town  on 
the  route,  notice  being  alwajs  given  hy  Hie  cott- 
ductors  to  the  passengers  of  the  number  of  minutes 
the  train  will  stop  at  each  station. 

At  all  the  stopping  places  abundance  of  re- 
freshments of  all  sorts — creams,  ices,  jellies,  Ac. 
— are  handed  through  every  carriage,  so  that  the 
passengers  have  seldom  any  occasion  to  leave  their 
seats.  The  prices  of  the  refreshments  are  remark- 
ably  low.  A  five-cent  piece  will  procure  either  a 
glass  of  brandy  and  water,  or  an  iced  cream. 

The  pasMTi^CHt  ^aajg^i^fe  Na.  %»ia&^  ^«Ji  ma- 
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nagcd.  Zinc  tickets  are  numbered  and  strapped 
to  each  box  or  trank.  and  counter-checks  bearing 
the  samt  numbers  are  handed  to  the  passenger 
ou  the  arrival  of  the  train  at  its  destination. 
The  numbers  are  called  ovtr  in  a  loud  voice,  and 
delivered  to  the  owners  hy  their  producing  the 
duplicate  tickets. 

We  stayed  five  days  in  New  York,  during  which 
time  we  visited  the  principal  places  of  amuse- 
ment. New  York  is  already  one  of  the  largest 
cities  in  the  world.  The  activity  and  bustle  in 
every  part  arc  truly  astonishing,  wliilo  the  amount 
of  shipping  in  the  north  and  east  rivers  struck 
me  as  being  grcatorthan  in  Liverpool.  It  is  really 
a  wonderful  place,  and  many  yeais  will  not  elapse 
before  it  will  vie  with  London  in  population  and 
mercantile  importance. 

On  the  1 6tb  of  July,  we  sailed  in  the  "  Uunga- 
rian."  1 300  tons  burthen.  Captain  Patterson,  and 
had  a  remarkably  pleasant  passage  of  twenty-two 
days.  We  left  Liverpool  on  the  7lh  of  August,  and 
reached  my  mother's  bouse  on  the  8tb.  just  one 
month  from  leaving  our  Canadian  home. 

I  received  a  warm  welcome  at  Reydon  from  my 
dear  mother  and  sisters,  to  whom  my  return  was. 
indeed,  a  surprise.  It  would  have  been  a  still 
more  delightful  reunion,  could  the  whole  eight 
have  once  more  met  beneath  the  parental  roof. 


3*i      HOSPITALITY   OP  MY  BNGLISB   PEIEKD8. 


This,  hovcTcr,  was  impossible,  as  I  bad  left  an\ 
sisters  in  Canada,  aud  my  brother  was  on  his  waj 
to  Calcutta.     Bat  the  links  of  fiuntlj  alfectJQ 
nero  still  firm  and  anbroken.    Death  had  notcaH 
terod  mj  mother's  Loibe-ciTcle  since  we  parted.] 
to  sever  her  branches  from  the  parent-tree, 
for  that  tnercy  we  were  deeply  grateful. 

Since  my  ictum  to   England,  my   dsught 
and  myself  have  experienced  the  utmost  kind 
and  attention,  not  only  in  my  native  Suffolk,  bat' 
in  Norfolk  and  Kent. 

In  my  own  immediate  neighbourhood  I  bav 
been  indebted  for  much  attention  and  hospitaUt 
from  former  friends  and  schoolfellows,  baring,  io 
fact,  revived  the  old  fricndsbips  of  my  youth,  andfl 
formed  many  new  ones.    I  am  now  on  the  eve  of" 
returning  to  my  distant  home,  and  wish  to  express 
to  yuu,  dear  friends  and  neighbours,  In  the  last 
pages  of  my  work,  those  grateful  sentiments  yoar  ,, 
kindiuss  lias  awakened  in  my  heart.  ^^M 

May  God  bless  you  all,  and  keep  you  in  ^S' 
holy  protection !    60  assured  that  1  shall  always 
remember  your   dear  and  honoured  names  with , 
warm  interest  and  affection- 


Tils   E.VD. 
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